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PREFACE, 
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F, 



ROM the firft connexion of this country 
with Great-Britain, her political fituation has 
been more critical than, perhaps, that of any 
other nation in Europe ; and various events 
fucceffively occurred, which rendered it con- 
tinually more comple?. — Hence arofe the 
many fubjedls of public difcuflipn that here- 
tofore, at different periods, difturbed the na- 
tional mind, and which were at length all 
colle&ively brought forward during the pre- 
fent reign : A reign, which from this aiwi 
other important circumftances, has proved of 
all others, the moft interefting to the Britifh 
empire in general, and to Ireland in particu- 

In 
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In this point of view therefore, itxlaim* 
the attention .of the hiftorian : — But, in at- 
tempting a defcription of our own times, we 
are aware of the many difficulties to be en?- 
countered ;— the delicacy retjuifite 4» fpeak- 
iqg of exiting chara&ew j and the length *£ 
time neceflajry to efface thofe impreffions of 
felf-intereft and partiality which are natprally 
attached to the living moment* 

Senfible of this— we Jb,ave only aimed at a 
plain and an impartial narrative of political 
tranfa&ions, during the period alluded to ; 
and have purpofely refrained from obtruding 
any private opinions, or thereby endeavour- 
ing to, influence the reader's mind ; It mzy 
be presumed he will be capable from the enfu- 
ing ftatemejw alpne, to draw any nece#ary i#- 
ferrencp as to caufes ^nd efiedts : we have how-? 
ever, fully ap poflible, fupported that Abatement: 
by authentic documents j by tfce proceeding? 
of corporate and other pubHc ,$ffemblies j the 
records of parliament ; a$d different teftimor 
nials with which we t have been favoured* 

We have endeavoured to elucidate "questi- 
ons of great national importance, by feledting 
from the parliamentary debates whatever 

feemed 
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leemed, on each fide, to* be moft argumen- 
tative : — fuch particularly at related to 
our commerce, legiflative or judicial inde- 
pendence,— religious toleration,— Roman-ca- 
tholic claims, ••-•parliamentary reprefentati- 
on, &c. 

The arguments and refolutions on fttch 
fubje&s, fpeak for themfelves : Aad we ap- 
prehend the mere collection of thofe hitherto 
Icattered materials, which are here prefented 
to the public, muft not only prove entertain- 
ing and acceptable to the reader, but of no 
fmall utility to any future hiftorian, who may 
wifh to delineate, the tranfa&ions of the pre- 
fent age, when party prejudice fhall be who- 
ly obliterated. 

It £as been the moft painful part of the en- 
fuing work, to relate the melancholy ftory of 
our late rebellion. Let it fuffice however to 
declare, that after a careful examination of 
whatever has been publifhed on that fubjed; 
and having received the afliftance of much 
private information, it has been our moft flu- 
dious endeavour to Hate every circumftance 
with candid accuracy, and an impartial ad- 
herence to truth :— avoiding at the fame time 
that virulent reproach, and party inve&ive, 

which - 
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(too generally made ufe of,) which, without 
informing the underftanding, ferve but to in* 
flame the mind, and to keep open the door o£ 
civil difcord, that for the happinefs of this 
country, ihould be fliut for ever. 

We have like wife fubftantially colle&ed the 
moft remarkable trials which happened in 
confequence of that event ; wherein feveral 
ii\terefting circumftances are difclofed, and 
the arguments of counfel corredlly ftated ; — 
And we truft the whole will be found to con- 
tain a juft and complete reprefentation of 
Irish Affairs, from the year 1760, to the 
eftablifhment of the UNION, in 1 800, at 
which period a new epoch commences in our 
hiftory, by an entire change in our conftitu- 
tion. 

*!* A general Index to the whole will be 
given at the conclusion of the work* 
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CHAPTER. I. 
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State if the Britijb empire at the conclufton of the lafi feign*—— 
Threatened invajtonof Ireland*— -Landing of Thurot at Car* 
rkkfergus. — General Strode s letter on that occqfion.— -Captain* 
Elliots account of Thurot s defeat atfea. — Number of militia, 
marched again/1 the French. — Diflurbances in Dublin in con~ 
fequence of an apprehended union with* Great- Britain* — Clofr 
rf the fejfion of 1760. — Lords-jujlices appointed.— Death of 
King George It—His charafter.—Acceffton of hii prefent 
piajcfty. — Hit marriage. ---General flate of affairs. — Earl-of 
Halifax appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland.— Opening of the* 
feffton> 1761^ 

jf\T the termination of the laft reign, the government 
of this kingdom was in the hands of the Duke of Bedford, 
who was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland in Oftobcr, 
1759. Great-Britain had been for fome years engaged in a 
continental war, in which fhe eventually proved fuccefsfuT, 
under the prudent adminiftration of the celebrated Mr. Pitt, 
(afterwards lord Chatham 1 ) — a man whofe virtue and abi- 
lities faifed the Britifh empire to the zenith f£ it's glory.— 
The public mind however was about this time agitated, by 
the apprehension of a French invafion: and during the lef- 
fions of 1759 and iftfo* mcafures wcra taken to put the 
Vol, I, • B • kingdom 
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iingdom in the heft ftatc of defence,— *to augment h r s mili- 
tary force, — to repair the different barracks^ forts and gar- 
tifons,^— and likewife td iupport public credit, which had na- 
turally been a£rc&6dt>y t!he rircumftaftees of the times. 

On the 29'fh of Oft. 1759, * c following meflage from 
the lord lieutenant was communicated to 4 the houfc of com- 
mon?. 

« Gtotltmsnf*—* ~ - 

«* Mr* fecretary Pitt having, by his rnajefty's exprefs com- 
mands, acquainted me by his letter, which I received on 
Fnday the 19th inftant, that it appears by repeated moft au- 
thentic infttligenfces that Pranc-e, far from defifting from the 
plan of invafion, on account 6f the difafter happened to 
her Toulon fquadron, is rather more and more confirmed 
therein, and even in ft i gated by defpair itfelf, to attempt at 
all ha&ards, the only refourte ihe feems to « think left her, 
for breaking, by fuch a diver fion given us at home, the mea- 
sures of England abroad, m profecution of a war which hither- 
to, by the foleffing of. God on his n>ajefty'p arms, opens in 
all parts of the world. Co unfavourable a profpecl to the views 
ef France ; and Mr fecretary Pitt haying added, on this fub* 
jecT:, that there is a ftrong probability, in cafe the body of the 
troops, conlifting of 1 8,000 men, under the command of 
the Due Di Aigutllony afiembled at Vannes>. tthere rjiore than 
Efficient tranfports for that number are actually prepare^, 
and ready to receive* them on board, fhould, (as the feafon 
of the year is growing lefs favourable for cruifing) be able to 
dude his majefty's fquadrons, Ireland will not fail to be one 
©f their obje&s." . 

"I think it toeurribent on me, 3ft a matter of fitch high 
importance tcithe welfare of Ireland* to lay this intelligence 
before you. Hi* mttjefty will not jnake any doubt, but that 
the zeal of his faithful Proteftam fubje&s in this kingdom 
will have been already fufficiently quickened, by the repeat- 

e* 
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ed account; which have been 1 received, of the dangerous de- 
fignsof the enemy; and of their a&ual preparations in con* 
fequence, made at a vaft expence, in order to invade the fe- 
vcral parts of his majefty's dominions : And I have his ma- 
jefty's commands, to ufe my utraoft endeavours to animate 
and excite his loyal people of Ire/and to exert their well- 
known zeal and fpirit, in fupport of his majefty's govern- 
ment, and in defence of all that is mod dear to them, by a 
timely preparation to refift and fruftrate any attempts to di£ 
tiirb the quiet, and fhake the fecurity of this kingdom." 

" I do therefore, in the ftrongeft manner, re^mmend it 
to you, to manifeft, upon this occafion, that zeal for the 
prefent happy eftablifliment, and that affeftion for his ma- 
jeffy*s perfon and government, by which this parliament, 
and this kingdom, have been fo often diftinguifhed." 

* Fortunately, this dreaded invafion did not take place : 
the people of Ireland neverthelefs, gave, evident proofs of 
their loyalty, and attachment to their fovereign on this oc- 
cafion. One circumftante however, created a temporary al- 
arm ; — a fmali. body of French troops, (not exceeding iooo) 
under the command pf M* Thurot, landed at Kilroot, near 
Carrick^srgus on the zand. Feb, 1 760 ; they had not imme- 
diately any hoftile intention, but were driven here, by feve- 
rity of weather,- in great diftrefi and want of provifions. — 
M. Thurpt had left Dunkirk; in the month of O&ober pre- 
ceding, with a fquadron con fitting of the Belleifle, 50 guns, 
-^Begon, 40— La Bl^nd, 30 — Tcrpfichorfc, 20— and Ama- 
rand, 18. — His feamen were few and very bad, his troops 
when at Dunkirk amounted only to about 1500, and during 
his flay in Dunkirk-road they werefo ficBy that fcarce a day 
pafled but fome were landed, and for want of hofpitals were 
obliged to lie in the open Change of Dunkirk $. they were 
cpnfequently much reduced in number, when he arrived in 
Ireland. 

1 Bz "The 
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The kingdom wail in genera! much alarmed at this event 5. 
fome depredations were, as ufuaJirvfuch cafes, committed by ', 
the enemy, againft whom forces were immediately brought: 
forward from different parts of the country. The following 
official letter received by the then lord lieutenant; from ma- 
jor general- Strode who commanded at Belfaft, dated 2 jFebv 
1 >6o, gives an authentic account of what occurred, (a} ' 

« Information of* fien. flail, iieut. and adjutant to my 
regiment, who tliis moment arrived here, on his parade* 
from Carrickfergus, in order to get pfoviuons for the oM- 
cers and foldiers of my regiment there, fays, that on the 
2 1 ft. inft. tffree (hips appeared off the ifle of Magee, (land-* 
ing in fliore, for the bay of Carrickfergus *, and at eleven 
o'clock came to an anchor, about two rtailes and a-half to the 
N. E. part of the Caftle, and within mulket (hot of the . 
fhore at Kilroot- point. At this time the fmall number of 
troops belonging to the garrifon, were at exercife, about half 
a rnife oft the road to Belfaft ; and at a quarter after eleven 
o'clock/ the guard was turned out, made up, and marched ' 
off, to relieve that on the French prifoners in* thte caftle : 
the reft of the men continued in the fiekl of exercife, where 
an account was foon brought, that the three (hips juft come 
to anchor had taken and detained two fifhing bo£«c, and 
with them and feveral others were plying on and'off be- 
tween the (Bore and the (hips : on which immediate orders 
were fent to the caftle for both guards' to continue under 
arms and double the centincls on the French prifoners j and 
be particularly ftrift and watchful over them, 'till thdjr could 
be fatisfied whether they were friends or enemies ; though 
»t fame time, a ftrong report prevailed with fome, that it 
was an Engliih frigate and two ftore (hips : but to be con- 
vinced what they were, after the troops had afiembled in 
the market-place, lieutenant Hall went off with a rcconoi- 

tering 

(a; The reader wiN obferre, no alteration ha* been made in this IctUr 
from the language inthc original. 
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tering perty, and took poft on a rifing ground, where he 
could plainly perceive eight boats landing armed men ; and 
that they drew out in detachments, and took poft on the 
dykes, hedges, and all the rifing grounds, from whence 
they could have the mod: cxtenfive ■views : uppn which he 
gave the neceflary orders to his.non-commiffion officers and 
men, to have a watchful eye of their approaches, and to take 
jpjrticuhr care that they did not get round them, by going 
M th,eibo| of the till undiscovered: in order to prevent 
which he pofted them himfelf, and told them as foon as ever 
their advanced guard came within -&0t, to fire upon them, 
and continue fo io do, uracil they repulfed them j or, if nc- 
reffary to retreat, he likewife pointed that out to^hem, with 
orders to take every opportunity or advantage of the ground, 
an their xetreat, to retacd the enemy's approach : and to be 
4ure to keep up a communication Vith the town as much afc 
poffible 5 and, on this he immediately went to the town and 
acquainted liettf-col. Jennings, where he m# fym with the 
troops on- the parade, who immediately ordered detach- 
ments to be made to defeod .the ga*0* of the tow*, and all 
the avenues leading ihetcto ; * foon afj^qr which the recoil- 
noitering gaity retired, after having fpenfc all their am muni- 
' tion : during which time the lieut-col. and chief magi ft rate of 
*he to^n, fent off the {heriff and Mr. Macklewain (who is 
captain of the militia of the corporation) with orders to take 
off the French prifoners of war, and convey them with all 
fpeed to Belfaft, where they were to receive further ojders 
from me- % this time the enemy were in full march for the 
town, whijch he computed to be near 1,000 men ; and twp 
or three ihraggliog hjuflars, on horfestfhey had pick'd up after 
landing, attempted to enter the gat<?s, but on the firft fire* 
retired, but were foon fupported by parties of foot, who atf 
tacked both the north and fcotch gates •, as alfo the garde* 
walls of lord Donegal;, but were repulfed alfo, and kept back 
as long as the men had ammunition. On which col. Jen- 
nings ordered the ?rho!e tQjGCtire to the caftle ; which he 
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had fufficicnt time to do, as now the enemy was a Hltf* 
checked from our fire : and would have been more fb, if th« 
men had ammunition. Before the gates of the caftle were 
fhut, they made their appearance in the market-place ; and 
then it was in his opinion the deftru&ion of the enemy would 
have commenced, had it not been for the ftill dreadful want 
of ammunition, not-withftanding the fupply pf powder they 
had received a ferv days before by my order, from Belfaft, 
but were in want of ball, and even time, if they # had that, 
to make them up: from which the enemy finding our fire 
fo cool, attacked the gates fword in hand, which from the I* 
battering of the fhot on both fides, the bolts were knocked 
back and the gates opened, and the enemy marched in : but 
lieut-col. Jennings, lord Wallingford, captain Bland, lieut* 
Ellis, with fome gentlemen, and about 50 men, repulfed the 
enemy and beat them bagfc. Here it was he faw great refo* 
lution in a few Irifli b&ys, who defended the gate after it 
was opened, with their bayonets ; and thofe from the Half* 
moon, after their ammunition wa$ gone, threw ftones an4 
flicks. Had this attack of the enemy been fupported witl* 
any degree of courage, they muft certainly have fucceeded 
Jjpi it, but they retired back under cover, leaving the gates 
"open, with our men in the" front of it 5 which gave them a 
fhort time to confider what wa$ the beft to be done : firft, to 
fee the men's ammunition, who if they had any, would have 
certainly Tallied, and even without it, had not col. Jennings 
and all the officers thought the enterprize too hazardous.— T 
Then they confidered if the gate could be defended : the 
breach in the caftle wall, could not \ it being near ijo feet 
long ; and haying but a fhort titne to deliberate, all agreed 
a parley fhould be beat, and lieut. Hall fent to £now on what 
terms they might furrender ^ which was done accordingly* 
and on his^oing out, found the greateft part of the enemjf 
under (belter of the' old walls and houfes before the caftlfe 
gate ; and after the ufual ceremony, demanded of the com- 
mandant (the general being wounded) what termjs would M 

given 
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given to the troops oo their iurrender ; and at the feme time 
ieot the drum to call col. Jennings out of the caftle, in or- 
der to treat with the French commandant on the articles of 
capitulation, which he lays as well as he cajoxemember were 
as fellows/' viz. 

*' Col. Jennings demanded that thejroops (hould march out 

with all the honours of war, and the officers to be oa 

their parole in Ireland, and that an -equal number of 

. jHriibners* {hould be fent to France within one month, or 

. as tow after as (hips could be got ready for that purpofe. 

Granted, 

*' That the caftle of Carrickfergus (hould not be demo- 
Itihed, or any of the ftores deftroyed or taken out of it.— » 

Granted 

* !"hat the town and county of Carrickfergus {hould not bf 
plundered or burnt, on condition the mayor and corpora* 
tion furnifhed the preach troops wjth nexefliry provi- 
sions.— -«• • * Granted** 

*' This as well as he can remember, was the verbal arti- 
cles agreed on, though on writing them the French com- 
mandant, after confuting his principal officers, declared he 
could not by any means anfwer to his matter the French 
king for granting to his Britannic majefty the ftores in the 
Caftle, which he infifted upon : and col Jennings, to his 
great grief, had it not in his power to refufe, declaring fo- 
lemnly, at the fame time with a grave countenance, that he 
would rather have been buried in the ruins. To which the 
French commandant replied that he could not in&rt it in the 
articles of capitulation, yet he would give his word of ho- 
nour, and did fo, that if there was nothing of great value 
in the caftle, belonging to the king, betides powder, he 
would not touch it : (which there really was no) but how 
far he will keep his promife, is not yet known... Like wife 
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the mag'ftrates of Carrickfergus, not furniftring theTrendL 
with neceffiiry provifions, they plundered the town, declare 
ing it was their own fault, as they were convinced they had it 
!n their power to fupply them, as they had found enough ia • 
the town afterwards/' 

" Mr. Hall further informs me that he has difcovered by 
fome of the French, that there was a difagreement betwixt 
their gencr^J and capt. Thurot, the general being for the 
iattack of Carrick, and Thurot for landing at the White- 
houfe and attacking Belfaft. He likewife judges the frigates 
to be one of 40 guns, the other two about 20 each. Lieut. 
Hall begs leave to prefent his duty to your grace, and hope* 
your grace will excufe any inaccuracy, that may be ifl his 
defcription, as he was no way provided with any papers, and 
ftatcs but from his memory, having been often interrupted by 
(lumbers of gentlemen of the ipilitia, who were crowding 
perpetually into the room to receive orders.?' 

I beg leave to i ubfcrjbe myfcifc 

my lord £jV t 

fylfafl 23 Feb, X76Q, Wm. STRODE> 

. In about two days after tfiefe difpatche* were received, M, 
Thurot thought proper to draw off his. troops ; he left the 
Jcingfjom, but being purfued and overtaken by fome Englifh 
veffels, an engagement took place in which the unfortunate 
Thurot loft his life. Capt. Elliot of the ^Solus, in a letter 
to the admiralty, ftated this qrcumftance as follows : " On 
the 214th ift. I received information at Kinfale, from his grac* 
the lord lieut. of Ireland, that there were three (hips of the 
cneiny's at Carrickfergus ; the faipe evening I failed with his 
majesty's fliip under my command, together with the Pallas 
«n^l Brilliant, in queft of them. I jns|de the entrance of 
Carrkkfer^us, on tjxe evening of the %6th^ but could no( 
} ••'■•".. get 
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fet In, the wind being contrary and very bad weather ; on 
the 28th, at four in the morning, wc got fight of them, and 
gave chace ; about nine I got up alpng-fide of their com- 
modore (off the ifle of Man) and in a few minutes after, the 
action became general, ?nd lafted about an hour and an half, 
when they all three ftruck their colours. They are the 
Marfhal Beilifle of 44 guns 545 fnen, including troops, 
M. Thurot commander, who is kili'd ; the la Bland of 32 
jjuns and 400 men, commanded by capt. La Kayce ; and the 
Terpfichore 26 guns and 300 men, commanded by cap, Defc 
raudais. I put into this road to repair the (hips, who arc al^ 
much difabled in their inafts and rigging : the marfhal Bell- 
ifle in particular, who loft her bolt-fprit, mizen-maft, and 
main-yard, in the aftion ; and it was with great difficulty we " 
presented her finking, &c. Inclofed is an account, of the 
lolled and wounded on board his majefty's (hips, viz. iEolus, 
4 killed, 15 wounded : Pallas, 1 filled 5 wounded : Brilliant,' 
1 1 wounded. N. B. I find i% jmpoffible to afcertain the 
number of the enemy killed and wounded, but by the belt 
accounts I can get, they amount to about 300/' 

JOHN ELLIOT ; 
Dated 1$ Feb* 17$*, 



In confequence of thefe events, it was refcbfcd by the 
houfe of commons, « that the thanks of that houfe (h'ould 
be given to lieut-coL Jennings, for his prudent and refolote 
eondutt at Carrickfergus ; and for the gallant ftand he made 
there againft a much fiiperior force, by which he gained time 
{or the militia to aflemble, and preferved Belfaft from being 
plundered." It was alfo refoived « that the zeal, courage 
4nd a&ivity, exerted op the landing of the French in this 
kingdom, by the counties of Antrim, Armagh, and Down, 
a,nd by the citizens of the City of Londonderry, were 

highly 
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highly honourable and beneficial to themfetos* and their 
country." The inhabitants of Belfaft prefented Lieut Col. 
Higgktfan^ of the 6 2d regiment of foot, with a large and 
elegant filvcr cup, having an infeription cxpreffive of their 
gratitude for the exertion of his great military knowledge, 
vigilance and a&ivity, for the fecurity of the town of Bel* 
faft, on the landing of the French troops at CarrictfergttSi 
The like compliment was paid to Col, Jennings, (a) 

During this Teflon of parliament, (viz. in Sept, 1759} 
fome difturbances happened in Dublin ; from an apprehen- 
lion that a legiflative union between this country and Great 
Britain was intended ; which being highly difpleafing to the 
public, a riotous mob aJlcmbled before the Parliament houfe, 
intuited and threatened feveral of the members,. and com* 
iftitted different a£ts of violence. However, the mcafure 
which was fo much dreaded, remained uneffedlec} for many* 
years : and the bufinefs of the fefllons being concluded, * 
^prorogation totfk place in May 176©; whereupon, the lord 
Primate, earl of Shannon, and the right hon. John Ponfonby 
were appointed lords juftices daring the abfence pf his ex** 

£el}e»cy the lord lieutenant. 

* • * ~ < 

On 25 Oft. 1760, his late majefty Geo. 2nd. died, at 
the advanced age of 77.— fcJone of his predeceflfors on the 

throne 



(a) A lift of the Militia 


that inarched agamft the French, on this occafion. 


Antrim company 


%oo 


Newton 


10 


Lifburn 


4© 


Temple-patrick 


100 


Loughbricklanci 


SO 


Argum 


109 


Randleftown 


1 2C 


Armagh 


40 


Donaghadeej 


T' 


Batlymcna 


ico 


Lurgan 


66 


Bangor 


$0 


Boroughfliane 


46 


Glcnarm 


100' Hollywood 


fo 


Oough 


100 


Ball Loire *) 


| HillfWough, 


66 


K.llylca 


60 


and > - « 


. |00J * arkct-hiil 


4 6 


Cumber 


to 


BalliQen J 


Dromore 


40 


Purddfruru 


100 


lelfaft 3 comp. 


300 Rich-hill light harfe^o 


Grayabby 


70 


Ballymoney 


70 


1 





Total, 2,226. 
All cioathed and armed at their own cxpencc 
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throne- of England, lived to To great an age; and few of 
them enjoyed fo long a reign. It was a reign likewife dtfc 
tinguifhed by circumftances of peculiar felicity; whether 
vtt confider his public or private character ; his fubjecis, 
(allowing for one fhort, and as it were a momentary cloud) 
enjoyed perpetual peace at home ; and abroad on mahy oc- 
cafions, acquired great glory. There was to the laft years, a 
confiderable increafe in their agriculture, their commerce 
and their manufactures ; which were daily improving under 
the internal tranquillity they enjoyed, and the prudent regu- 
lations that were made in every feffion of his parliaments.— 
By a wonderful providence, he left thefe improvements no 
way checked, but rather forwarded, in one of the raoft g^ 
nejral and wafteful wars, that had raged in the world for many 
centuries.— He lived almoft entirely to extinguish part^ fpirit 
in his kingdoms ; though it was not 'till the clofe of his 
reign, that his family might have been confidered as firmly 
feated on the throne ; but having baffled all the private 
machinations of his enemies 9 policy, , he fubdued at length 
the utmoft effort of nhcir force > and, (what is contrary to 
the fortune of mo(i old kings,) he never poflefled more 
perfectly the love of his fubjecis, than in the laft years of 
hh life.— -In fa£t he died at the very point of time, when 
the terror of his $rms, the power of his kingdoms, and the 
wifdom of his government, were raifed to almoft as high a 
|>ifcb, as they could poffibly have arrived at ; they were 
indeed at that height of profperity, which never had been 
exceeded in the reign of the moft fortunate of his prede-* 
ceflbrs. 

€S His parts* (fays a certain writer) « were not lively or 
f f brilliant ; but the whole of his conduct demonftrated, 
" that he had a judgment both folid and comprchenfive.— 
"He underftood the interefts of the other fpvereigns of 
" Europe : and was particularly fkille4 in all the receffes of 
V that political labyrinth, the fyftem of Germany : of the 
* " liberties 
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"*< liberties of which, he was through his whole life, a molr 
«* zealous affertor. He was in his temper, fudden*and vio- 
* c lent ; but this though it influenced his behaviour, made 
** no impreffion on his conduit, which was always fufficiently 
" deliberative and attentive to his own interefts, and thofc 
« of his fubjefts. — He was plain and direft in his intentions ; 
* true to his word ; fteady in bis favour and protection of 
*' his fervants, and never changed them willingly ; this ap- 
'** peared clearly in thof$ who ferved more immediately on 
<" his perfon, whom he fcarce ever removed ; but they 
« grew old along with him, and died in their employment^ 
«' But having been in fome meafure compelled by a violent 
«' fa&ion, to relinquifli a minifter for whom he had great 
*< affe&ion, and in whom he repofed an unlimited confl- 
« dence, it afterward became a matter of more indifference 
** to him, by wjiom he was ferved in the affairs of his govern- 
** ment. — He was merciful in his difpofition j but not to 
f« fuch a degree as in any fort to encourage public offences. 
u As he had^never been able to attain ? perfeft knowledge 
'" of the force and beauties of the Englifli language, he 
« never fliewed a fuJEcient regard to Englifli literature ; 
« and this muft be confldered as the great^ft, or rathe? the 
<* pnly blemifli in his reign." (a) 

His majefty was fucceeded in the throne by his grand* 

fon, our prefent fovereign Geo. 3d. who was born 4 Jun$ 

- 1738, and is fon of the late Frederick prince of Wales, 

yho died 20th Marcl) 1751, Ana 1 fhortly after his acceffion, 

vi«. 



(a) Notwithftanding this x remark, the powers of the human mind were 
(as SmulUt obferves) freely and fully exercifed in this reign. Confiderable 
progreft was made in Matbematk* arid AJironomy by divers individuals. Na- 
tural Fbilofopby became a general ftudy, and the new do&rine of EUOrUity 
grew into fafhion. Many ingenious treatifes on- Metapbyjici and Morality 
appeared ; Anat-ny and Surgery were improved by feveral ufeful difcoverici. 
Poetry was not neglected ; and the Britifh foil, which had hitherto been 
barren in the article of Paini'utj> % bow produced fo&c artifts of extraordv^ 
$ftry merit* 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



Cofleaaitea -pitfftfap «> 

vhv 8th Sdfrt* 1 76 1, his majeftj married the princefs* 
Charlotte, of Mecklenburg ftrelitz (now queen of Great* 
Britaifi, &c.) who was born 1 6th. May, 1744. 

Itfo monarch ever yet afcended the throne of thefe king- , 
dbms with niore general approbation, than our reigning, 
fovereign ; he received from all parts the fincere congra- 
tulations of his fubje&s : and amongft other public ad- 
drcfles the following was prefented, which we felecl, as* * 
coming from a body of people who feldom interfere with * 
political matters, and . containing more moral fentiment, * 
with lefs common-place flattery, than is ufual upon fuch * 
©ccafions. , 

* 

« To George the third, King of Great Britain and the domic * 
niotu thereunto belonging" 

u The humble addrefs of the people called Quakers j of 
the kingdom of Ireland" 

« May it pleafe the king, 

• «• WE thy dutiful attd faithful fubjecls* being deeply im. 
">preffed with a feftfe of the lofs thefe nations have fuftained * 
" by thefudden and unexpected removal of thy royal grand- ' 
«* father, our late gracious king, beg leave to condole with J 
+< thee on this affecting event." • : * 

4t His mild and juft government rendered him dear to all , 
€l ,his faithful fubjefts : and the particular indulgence and pro- , 
u teftion we have enjoyed in the free exercifc of our religt- , 
" ous duties, have left on our minds lading impreffions of 
" gratitude and refpeft for his. memory/' . 

u At the fame time permit us to congratulate thee on thy 
" acceflion to the throne of thefe realms, in which exalted 
" ftation, we truft in that God by whom kings reign, that 
" thofe many virtues which we hear adorn thy breaft (and 

•'for 
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•tfor which we are humbly thankful to the divine giver) 
«: will ever continue to animate thy conduit : and thy gra- 
" cious declaration for the encouragement of piety, and fup- 
u preffion of vice and immorality, gives us juft grounds to 
"' hope, that thy reign will be happy to thy people, and 
••honourable to thyfelf." 

" Perfuaded of the clemency and benevolence of thy dif- 
" pofition, and confcious of our own fidelity and affection 
•*• to thy perfon and government, we are emboldened, to afk, 
" and aflbred of thy favourable protection : a protection we 
« ftand the more in need of, as feme of our religious tenets 
« (of the truth of which we are firmly perfuaded) expofe 
" us to fufferings from unreafonable men. — Such protection, 
u we thankfully acknowledge, the kind acceptance of our 
" peaceable and dutiful demeanour hath procured to us, 
" during the late reigns of thy royal anceftors ; and it is 
<c our firm refolution (thro' divine affiftance) to merit the 
" continuance thereof, by behaving agreeable to our chrif- 
«* tian principles, as becomes faithful fubje&s." 

.."We offer up our fervent prayers to Almighty Goi 9 
"that he may endue thee with wifdom, to rule in his fear ; 
"-that in thy days Righteoufnefs may exalt the nation ; and 
".-that thou may J>e the happy inftrument of reftoring .a 
€€ permanent peace ; that his protecting providence may 
«< fhield thee from every danger, preferve thee long the 
u beloved fovereign of a happy and grateful people ; and 
« perpetuate their happincfs by continuing the crown in thy 
w family to lateft pofterity." 

«DuMin } the lyh. of the i uh. month (called Novem- 
ber) 1760^ 



The 
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' tThc following addrefs was alfo prcfented from the Ro- 
*wn Catholic*, (a) ' " . 

« 7b /£* fc^V moft excellent wajtfo" s 

* Tfct hpwtrt* addrcfs of tbo Roman catholic* of t&t 
kingdom of Iwlfrd* 

u Moft gracious fo?ereign> ' 

" We your majeft/s moft dutiful and faithful fubjefts, 
u the ronaan catholics of the kingdom of Irehnd % beg leave 
« to approach your majefty with this humble tender of. out 
** unfeigned loyalty, on your majefty's happy acceffion to the 
u throng of your anceftors," 

«« While your majefty's fubjefts of all denominations 
t* are bow entleavburmg to be foremoft in the exertion of 
u every ditty towards your majefty's perfon and govern* 

* ment ; and while all circumftances of affairs at home, and 
"abroad, unite for the prefent happineft and future glory 

9 u of your reign ; permit us to condole with your majefty, 
w and pour out our fincere forrow for the lofs we have fofr 
«* tained, by the death of a monarch, who had always ap» 
« proved himfclf the common father pf all his people ; a. 
«* lofs the more fenfible on our part, as the repofe we have . 
« fo long enjoyed proceeded from his royal clemency,^ and 
" the mild adminiftjration of bis government in this king* 
"dona." 

♦•"Ever fifcee the acceffion of your majeft/s royal houfe 
•* to the throne of thefe realms, we have in a particular 

* manneri experienced the paternal interpofition of your 3- 

luftrious 

* ' ■ " ' U i i ■ » ■ ■ i ■ ■ ■ , ■ i 

(«) This Addrcfs is inferted to (hew, that the Roman Catholics were at 
this time fenfible of the lenity they had for many years experienced in Go- 
vernment ; and it maybe remarked on tHe" whole to contain three rhin^, 
viz.: Strong exprei&ontf of Loyalty; an acknowledgment of former in* 
4ulj>cncc \ and a felicitation of fature favours. 
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«« luftrious predeceflbrs. We, moft gracious fovereign, wh# 
" are fo unfortunately diftinguifhed from the reft of our fel- 
" low fubjects, cannot fubfift without a continuance of the 
** c royal favor and protection." 

HSenGblc of the fame hereditary compaffion in your Aa- 
« jefty's breaft, we moft humbly hope for that (hare in the 
"Tiappinefs of your reign, which our peculiar circumftances 
u can admit. — And we beg leave to aflure your majefty 
f« of our grateful and conftant return of affection and loy- 
« alty 5 a loyalty which our conduct has proved, and out* 
** religion enforces ; happy ! might it entitle us to exprefs * 
«* wifli, that of all your majefty's dutiful fubjects of thi* 
" kingdom, we alone may not be left incapable of promot- 
« ing the general welfare and profperity of it." 

« May the Almighty fo influence and direct your majefty^ 
« counfek, through the whole courfe of your reign, that they 
« ma; be ever productive of real happinefs to all your peo* 
" pie I and may that reign be as memorable for its duration 
" and felicity, as for the greatnefs and variety of thofe blcfc 
" fings, which wc have already fo much reafon to expect 
«? from it." 

With refpect to the general ftate of Ireland at this period, 
it appears from the public accounts, that at lady day 1759, 
the nation was in credit Z.65, 7 74-4*1 J, however the arrears 
upon the eftablifliments, had increafed fo considerably to- 
wards the conclusion of that year that it became ncceflary to 
order Z 150,000 to be raifed at 4 per cent, upon debentures 
to be made transferable, (a) This is to be considered as the 
origin of the funded debt of Ireland : (b) for the payment of 
the intereft of this fum certain duties were granted. In 
the beginning of 1760 his late majefty having ordered a con- 
siderable 

(») Comm. Jouin. v. xi. p. 993. (b) Clarcad<ui,vOa the Revenue &c* 
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fiderabje augmentation of his forces, it became neceflary to 
recur to another loan to raife the intended levies ; and ac- 
cordingly a vote of credit was pafled by the cotamons for 
railing £ 300,000 at 5 per cent, and as it was found difficult 
to obtain the former loan at 4 per cent, an additional inter- 
red of 1 per cent, was ordered to be given for the £ 150,000 
before mentioned* 

« The effects of thefe exertions (fays a certain writer) (c) 
wjsre immediately and feverely felt by the kingdom *, thefe 
loans could not be fupplied by a poor country,, without drain-* 
ing the bankers of their caih." And certain it is, that a- 
bout this time public credit received a confiderable (hock, 
through the failure of fome bankers particularly connected 
with government.— The merchants and traders petitioned 
parliament representing their fituation, and a committee of 
the houfe of commons was appointed to enquire into the 
ftate of public and private credit ; to their inveftigation 
and fupport, it muft be attributed, that the paper currency 
of Ireland at that time was enabled to exift ; for they refolv- 
ed it to be their opinion, that the funds pofleflcd by fome 
principal banking houfes, " were adequate to anfwer the de- 
«« mands upon them ; that their notes ihould be received as 
" caih from the fubferibers to the loan 5 and that they would 
€( make good any deficiency in their effects for a certain time, 
" as far as £ 50,000 for each bank." Several addrefles were 
alfo prefented to the houfe of commons recommending, that 
during the prefent ftatc of public credit, there ihould be an 
increafe in the value of Portugal coin, and to permit the 
currency of Spanifh milled money ; they were referred to a 
committee, but it does not appear that any report was 
made. ^ 

- C Upon 



(c ) J^et. on commercial restraints. 
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Upon the whole it may be obferved, that during the ad- 
miniftration of the duke of Bedford, (who fticceeded the? 
marquis of Hartington in 175^) the public revenue con- 
tinued to decline, and the expences to rife confiderably \ but 
that being a period of* war, daubtlefs the decline of com- 
merce, and the increafe of expence in the military depart- 
ment, were amongft the calamities almoft inevitable : how- 
ever, a profufe mifapplicatipn of feveral fums in the civil 
department gave juft reafon for complaint, and particularly 
marked the «ra of this adminiftration. (a) 

In dftbber 1761, George earl of Halifax having been ap- 
pointed lord lieutenant, opened the feffion with the follow- 
ing fpeech to both hoiifes of parliament* 

" My Lords and GenilemetU 
u I HAVE fjie honor of his majefty's commands to meet 
ft his firft parliament in Ireland : I obey them with an entire* 
" fatisfaclion, from an aflurance that your deliberations will 
" be influenced by the fame principles of loyalty and af- 
u feclion to your fovereign, and of zeal fof the profperity for 
" your country, which have fo long diftinguiftied the par- 
€t liaments of this kingdom. 

ts The Jofs of our late moft gracious fovereign* at a time 
" when not only the fecurity of his own dominions, but the 
" welfare of Europe, feemed fo effentially to depend on the 
" continuance of his life, muft have affected you in the moft 
« fenfible manner* 

" Your grief, however, has already been alleviated, and 
" your ldfs repaired, by tKc fucceffion of his majefty, not 
" only to the throne (his legal inheritance) but to the duty, 

** affection 



(a) The extravagant grant of penfions, was likewife remarkable, info- 
much that thofenpon the Civil Eftablifliment exceeded at one period all 
other charge* of the Civil Lift, by nolefs than £.40,158 4»« li d * 
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** affefltion and confidence of* his fubjec"b?, as unbounded 
«* as the greateft of his predeceffbrs have ever pofleffed, ia 
" the moft fortunate period of their reign. 

€( This parliament happily commences with the acceffion 
€t of a King bred under the influence, and formed by the ex* 
* ample of a prince, who uniformly tempered prerogative 
€t with law * and whofe glory it was in the exercife of his 
u power, to protect the rights and liberties of his people. 

u You can be no ftrangers to his majefty's moft gracious 
€t declaration, that the prefervation of the conftitutidft in 
u church and ftate, and the enforcing a due obedience to 
€ * the lajfrs, (not more rieceftary to the laws than to the 
Cl liberties of his people) (hall be the firft and conftant 
«* object of his care ; and I have it particularly in command 
w to declare td you, that his fubje&s of thi9 kingdom arc 
« fully and in every refpeft comprehended in thefe aflur* 
€< ances. 

" His majefty's wife choice of a royal cohfoft, eminent 
<* for her perfonal virtues and endowments, and defcended. 
** from an houfe fo illuftrious for its attachment to the 
" proteftant caufe, difplays, in the cleareft light, his paternal 
" care, not only to preferve us, but to tFanfmit unimpaired 
c< to our pofterity, the bleffings of his reign, liberty and pure 
u religion. 

u When I coniider the fecurity of our prefertt, and the 
€t profpeft of our future happinefs ; and \rhen I fee you ani* 
u mated, as I am perfuaded you 2re, with every fentiment 
« f which loyalty and gratitude can infpire, I afiiifc myfelf of 
u a feflion of parliament that will be diftinguiflied by its 
«* uninterrupted harmony, and it's effective zeal for the 
« fupport of the honour and dignity of the crown. Such 
" difpofitions fteadily adhered to, cannot fail, under his ma- 

C *• jetty's 
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« c jefty's paternal influence, to preferve you an happy, antNa 
«» eftabliih you an opulent and flourifhrng people." His 
Excellency amongft other particulars proceeded to ftate, that 
there had been otilj ;£. 200,000 raifed upon the laft vote of 
credit y but that notwithftanding, a large fum would be 
wanting for the repair of Barracks. 

In Feb. 1762, Mr. fecretary Hamilton prefented to the 
houfe of commoas, the following meflage from the lord 
lieutenant* 

« Dunk Halifax.* 

« I have it ra command from his Majefty to inform 
this houfe, that notwithftanding the moft conciliatory efforts 
which his Majefty's moderation could dictate, or his royal 
dignity permit, affairs have been brought to an unhappy, 
tho* on his fide inevitable, rtrptere with the court of Spain." 

« c In conference of this event, and of the dangers to which 
this kingdom" may be thereby particularly expofed, his Ma- 
jefty has directed me to inform this houfe, that he has thought 
it neceffary to make an immediate augmentation of five bat- 
talions of his forces on this eftabliihment." 

" I have it likewife particularly in command from his Ma- 
jefty, to affure this houfe, that after the liberal grants which 
the parliament of Ireland has made in the courfe of this fef- 
fion, it is with much regret he finds himfelf under the un- 
avoidable neceffity of making any application for further fup- 
glies : But his majefty, having in all exigencies, the moft 
full and firm reliance on the experienced affection and loyalty 
of his faithful Proteftant fubje&s of Ireland, entertains no 
doubt, that this houfe will concur, with their ufual unani- 
mity and chcarfulnefs, in thofe meafures which the prefent 
war has rendered fo indifpenfably neceffary, for the defence 

of 
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of his majefty's crown, and of the religion, laws, and li- 
• fcerties of this kingdom." 

' «« I have directed eftimates to be laid before you of the 
charge that will be incurred by the propofed augmenta- 
tion, with as much exa&nefs as it can be now computed ; 
and this houfe may be affured that fuch funis as fliaU be 
granted will be applied with the ftri&eft (Economy." 

u I am fenfible how uunecefiary 1 it would be for me to 
add any thing, on my part, ia regard to a meafure that 
comes fo ftrongly enforced by the recommendation of the 
crown, by the fituation of affairs, and which is fo efiential 
to the fafety of this country : yet as I look upon this fervice 
to be of the utmoft moment to the fecurity and prefervation 
of this kingdom, I fhall cqnfider your proceeding in it with 
alacrity and difpatch, as the higheft honour that can be con- 
ferred on my adminiflrition.^ 

In confequence of this mejfege, the augmentation was 
accordingly ordered, and another vote of credit paffed fpr 
the railing of £500,000 at 5 per cent. The houfe of com- 
mons alfo fliortly after refclved, that an addrefs fhould be 
prefented to the lord lieutenant requefting that he would 
reprefent to his majefty the fimfe of that houfe that the en- 
tertainments and apppintment? of the lord lieutenant of 
Ire/and had become inadequate tp the dignity of that high 
ftation, and tha$ it was the humble defire of that houfe 
that his Majefty would be pleafed tp grant fuch an augmen- 
tation to the entertainments of the lord lieutenant for the 
time being, as with the then allowances, fhould in the whole 
amount to the annual furo of £ 16,006 ; which meafure was 
alfo effected. 



C 3 CHAP. 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



$0 Collectanea politick.- 



CHAPTER II. 

Jnjurrefliou of the White-boys. — Their depredations .—Obferva* 
tions thereon.— Remarks on the Oak- boys 9 Heart s-of- Steel- bop t 
&c.-~ConcluJion of the Sejfon in 1762.— Lor ds-jujl ices apr 
pointed. — Removal of Mr. Pitt. — Addrefs to him from the 
Merchants , &c. of Dublin.— State of the Irifb Peerage in 
1759. — Refolutions of the Citizens of Dublin relative to a 
Septennial Bill. — Seffions opened in 17 63.— Proceedings 
therein.— 'State of the Nation. — Motions j or an Addrefs to 
his MajeJly.—*SeJfton concluded in 1 764. — Lor ds-Juf ices 
appointed. 

THE peace of the country was now difturbecj, by fomo 
infurgents, in the fouthern parts, who filled them* 
felves White-boys or Levellers^ and committed many adts of 
violence, robbery and murder : houghing cattle 5 cutting 
down trees \ destroying ditches and other jnclofures : and 
whofe excefles were carried to fp dangerous a height, as to 
require the interpofition of military force. • 

Thefe mifguided people bound themfelves by an oath, 
of which the following is fajd to be a copy. 

" I do hereby folemnly and fincerely fwear, that I will 
not make known any fecret now given me, or that here- 
after may be given me, to any one in the World, except a 
fwbrn per fori belonging to the fociety called White-boys^ ot 
other wife, She UltagUs children/' ' 

" Furthermore I fwear, that I will be ready at an hour's 
warning (if poffible) being properly fummoned by any of the 
pificers, ferjeants, or corporals belonging to my company. 

" Furthermore I fwear, that I will not wrong any of the 
pompany \ belong to, of thp value of one flailing ; ftor 

! - - • ' "' '•** fuffqr 
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fuffer it .to be done by others, without .acquainting them 

thereof. 

» 

« Furthermore I fwear, I will not make known in any 
fhape.wjiatfoeyer, to any perfon that does not belong to 
us, the name or names of any of our fraternity 5 but par- 
ticularly the names of our refpeclive officers. 

" Laftly I fwear, that I will not drink of any liquor what- 
soever, whilft on duty, without the confent of one or other 
of the officers, ferjeants or corporals 5 and that we will be 
loyal one to the other, as far as in our power lies/" 



>* 



The public mind was much agitated by thefe proceed- 
ings $ and it rriufi be acknowledged, that means were ufed 
to reprefent matters in a more ferious and alarming point of 

view, than was really neceffary. rThe caufe of thefe 

difturbances was often mif-ftated, — every occurrence relating 
Jo them was imprudently exaggerated; A Popifli plot wa* 
alledged to have been on foot, to overturn the government, 
to maflacre the Proteftants ; — and to favour our enemie^ in 
their dreaded invafion. 

Acts of popular outrage are committed generally by the 
lower order of the people : — And as that order principally 
confifts in this kingdom, of Roman Catholics,— it was in 
fome refped, a natural confequence, to attribute the mis- 
demeanors of the Southern infurgents, indifcriminately, to 
perfons of that perfuafion. — The houfe of commons there- 
fore appointed a committee, « ( to enquire into the caufes 
and progrefs of (what was termed) «« the, Bopi/b injur* 
reflion, in the province of Munjler? 

It appears however, that this evil did not -originate 
from religious prejudices : and if any reliance may be placed 
on public declarations, the higher order of Roman Catho- 
lics wholly difapproved of thefe proceedings. Several exhor- 
tations 
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tations were read in the different chapels throughout the king* 
dom, difluading the ignorant and deluded from fuch atro- 
cious offences, (a) 

In faft, — the caufe of that disturbance, is now known 
to have been this. — Some landlords in M under let their 

lands 



(•) Amongft other*, the following was read in all the Roman catholic 
chapels ia DuUi$, 

* dear christians;* 

u We think it our duty to remind you of the gratitude and thank* 
" you owe to the Almighty God, who in thefe calamitous times, fo fatal to 
" other parts of Europe, leaves you in the happy enjoyment of peace and 
•* all the bleffings that attend it ; bleffings that ought to fill your hearts with 
*' the deepeft fenfe of God's mercy towards you, and thankfulnefs to our 
" chief governor here, whofe paternal care and pity, equally generous and 
4< extenfive, knows n > diftin&ion of perfons or people. Thefe bleffings 
11 we attribute in a great meafure to your peaceable and difcrect behaviour 
" hitherto : — wherefore we exhort you in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, to 
" continue to demean yourfelves in the fame peaceable manner, and to avoid 
* every thing in public or private, that might give the leaft fhadow of of* 
** fence ; that our miniftry (as St. Paul fays) may not be blamed. $foc 
•' docs this caution proceed from any diffidence we h^ye of your future 
«• conduct ; it is rather intended to raife in your minds a lively fenfe of the 
*' lenity and mildnefs of our prefent moft gracious government. Length of 
" time,— your confront ready and ch earful fubmiflion to the ruling powers, 
" and above all, the merciful and humane djfpofitions of the prefent royal 
?' family, have greatly worn off the rigour of prejudice againft you : — 
tf thefe happy difpofitions encouraged by a continuance of the fame be* 
** haviour in you, may perhaps improve frill more to your advantage : but 
" whetherwe fhajl be deem'd worthy of future favour or not, it is cur duty 
*' as minifters of Tcfus Chrift, ftrongly to enforce the obligations of a fub- 
•« miffive, obedient, and peaceful behaviour; and yours as cjirifrians and 
ft good fubjetSU, to fulfil them frcadily in your practice." 

Perhaps it may be excufeable to mention here, a circumfrance that oc,* 
eurred during the disturbances before fpoken of.— In May 1762, Mr Wm, 
Kennedy then parifh prieft of Ttilla in the county of Tipperary, being 
apprehended, was brought to Limerick, and there examined before the late 
Godfrey Lill efq. (formerly one of the Jufrices of the court of common- 
pleas) when two letters from his fuperior, were found about him, ftrenu- 
oufly recommending that if any of the Levdhrt appeared in that parifh, 
he fhould exert himfclf as much as poflible to fupprefs them.-— As nothing 
was. prpyed that c«uld criminate the prifoner, he was fcon after liberated; 
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lands to cotters, far above their value \ and to lighten their 
burdens, allowed commonage to their tenants by way of 
recompence.-*— Afterwards, in defpite of all equity, and con- 
trary to all compa&s, the landlords inclofed thefc commons; 
and precluded their unhappy tenants from the only meanfc 

of making their bargains tolerable. Too ignorant, (fays 

Dr. Campbell) to know the law, and too poor to bear the 
ex pence of it 5 they betook themfehres to violence as their 
only refource. As mobs, (continues the fame writer) feldom 
rife without fuffering fome grievance, and never fubfide 
without doing fome injury 5 fo thefe infurgents having no 
profpeft of redrefs, began to direft their vengeance againft 
the clergy.-? — The deluded rabble, fmarting under the 
galling load of dppreflion, fled every where for relief, but 
where they ought ; and in order tp divert their attention 
from the mfelves, it became the policy of the landlords and 
graziers, to cherifh, or at leaft conniye at the fpirit of cur- 
tailing the church of it's pittance, (*) — Such was the real 
origin of a di/turbance, that occafioned a confiderable alarm, 
and tended in no fmall degree to in^reafe thofe party dif- 
ferences, that have at all times proved fo detrimental to th$ 
true intereftandhappinefs'qf this country .-^Several of thefe 
mifguided delinquents received the juft punimment of their 
crimes ; but it required fome time to reftore perfeft order 
and tranquillity :— and thp' the tumultuous rifings of the 
JVhiteboys were fupprefled, the fpirit of infurre&ion was not 
eradicated,— in as much as the evil from which it originated 
has not been remedied — namely, the wretched, cfpreffkd an% 
impoverijbcdjlate of the peafantry. [d) 

It is not meant by any remark of th.i§ kind, to excufe or 
.encourage fuch atrocious crimes; — but it cannot be im- 
proper, to point out the caufe of them. To know the fource 
pf a diforder, is the beft dire&ion toward it's cure. 

As 

(c) Campbell's !Pl#.Surv. (d) S^*Clajrend, ut fup. 



Digit 



zed by G00gle 



$4 CoHectanea ipolftto, 

• As one infurre&ion has frequently proved to be an 
encouragement or prelude to another \ fo this kingdom was 
foon after difturbed by rifings in other parts, but grounded 
on different principles ; Oak-boys , and Hearts-of-fieelboysm^dc 
jheir appearance fucceffively, in the northern countries. 

The high-ways in Ireland were formerly made and re- 
paired by the labour of houfe-keepers. He who had a horfe, 
was obliged to work fix days in the year j himfelf and horfet 
He who had none, was to give fix days labour. It had been 
long complained, that the poor alone were compelled to. 
work \ — that the ri$h had been exempt ;— that inftead of 
mending the public roads, the fweat of their brows was 
wafted on private roads, ufeful only to overfeers. At 
length, in the years 1763 and 1764, the difcontented (hewed 
jheir refentment. In the moll populous, manufacturing 
and <;onfequently civilized part of the province of Ulfter, the' 
inhabitants of one parifh refufed to make more, of what 
they called job-roads. They rofe almoft to a man ; and 
from the oaken branches which they wore in their hats, 
were denominated Oak-boys, 

The difcontent being as general as the grievance, the con* 
tagion feized the neighbouring parifhes : from parifhes it 
flew to baronies, and from baronies to counties j 'till at 
length tfre greater part of the province was engaged.— The 
. many-headed monfter, (as Dr. Campbell obferves) (a) being 
now roufed, did not know where to flop, but began a gener 
rai redrefs of grievances^whether real pr imaginary. Their 
firft objeft was the overfeers of roads ;— -the fecond the 
clergy, whom they refolved to curtail of their tythes ; — the 
third was the landlords, the price of whofe lands, particu- 
larly the turf-bogs, they fet- about regulating. They had 
feveral inferior objefts, which only difcovered the phrenfy of 
infurreftibn. 

The 



(a) Camp. Phil. Surv, 
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The army was hereupon collected - from the other pro- 
vinces ; for 'till then the province of Ulfter. was deemed fo 
peaceful that fcarcely any troops were quartered in it. The 
rabble was foon difperfed, with the lofs of a few lives ; and 
the tumult was for a time, quelled in a few weeks. In the 
enfuing leffion of parliament, the matter was taken into con- 
fideration \ the old a& was repealed, and provifion made 
for the future repairs of rbads, by levying a tax off both 
rich and poor. — The caufe and difcontent being thus hap- 
pily removed, peace ancl quiet returned to their former 
channels, 

The rifing of the Steel-boys in 17.69, was notfo general, but 
Jt was more violent, as proceeding from a more particularly 
. jnterefting caufe j — the fource of it was this.— An abfentee 
nobleman, poffeffeiof one of the largest eftates in the king- 
dom, inftead of letting it when out of leafe, for the higheft 
rent, adopted a novel mode, of taking large fines and fmall 
rents.- — The occupier of the ground, though willing to give 
the higheft rent, was unable to pay the fines ; and therefore 
difpoffefled by the wealthy undertaker, who not contented 
with a moderate intereft for his money, racked the rents to 
3 pitch above the reach of the pld tepant, 

" JJpon this the people rofe againfl. Forejlallers, deftroy- 
jng their houfes ; and maiming their cattle, which now oc- 
cupied their quondam farms.— When thus driven to acts of 
(defperation, they knew not how to confine themfelves to 
jheir original object ; but became like the Hearts of Oai f 
general reformers.— The army however foon fubdued them, 
and fome who were made prifoners, having fuffered by the 
hands of the executioner, the country was rcftorcd to its 
priftine tranquility. 

Both thefe infurreclions (fays the writer laft mentioned) 
being in the north, the moft opulent, populous and civilized 

'* * •>'•''■•*•'' " - part 
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part of the kihgdom ; we may obferve have no flmilitude to 
that of the Wh\te»boys in the fouth, either in their caufes pr 
effedb ; except in the general idea of oppreffion.^-The caufe 
which generated the one being removed, and that of the 
other being only temporary, the duration of neither was 
long : the rife and fall of each was like that of a mountain- 
river, which lwelled by a broken cloud, at once overwhelms 
all around \ and then fhrinks down as fuddenly into its ac- 
cuftomed bed.— Whereas in the fouth, where the caufe was 
permanent, without appearance of redrefs, the effect re- 
gained. The poor deprived of their right of commonage, 
-—driven from the good grounds,— obliged to pay five or fix 
guineas for an acre to fet their potatoes in,*— and having no 
refources for manufactures as in the north ; they became 
enemies to the ftate : — cc the jlate not being their friend \ nor 
thejlatts law." It is in vain however to urge that fanaticifm 
and fiiperftition, were the original fources of tbefe evils. — If 
the majority engaged in the north were prefbyterians, and in 
the fouth papifts, it was becaufe the body of the poor are of 
thofe perfuafions in thofe places.*— And it (hould be attended 
to that the oppreflion of the poor in the fouth proceeded 
very much from the papifts themfelves ; as they^raziers whq 
poffefs the farms there are moftly romaniftsj (*) 

The. 



(a) Lord Halifax in his fpeech at the tcrminatipn of the feCGons in 176$, 
alluding to the Wbit«-boy infurre&iou, fpokc thus : 
" My Lords and. Gentlemen, 
u I muft with concern obferve, that notwithstanding the exemplary be* 
haviour of all ranks of people in this metropolis, and throughout the; 
greatefl part of this kingdom, fome diftant quarters of the country have 
been unhappily difturbed with tumults and riots of the lower fort oi peo- 
ple.— I have on this occafion been reluctantly obliged to call out the mitt' 
tar j power, which xifometimes the necejhry t but ought always to be the Jafl 
rcfource of Government. — The officers ordered on that fervice have ex- 
ecuted their duty with activity and difcretion. — Thefc tumults are, I hope, 
. wholly fuppreffed. — Many of the perfons concerned in them are in cuftody, 
and await the punifhment of their offences — others are fled from juftice, 
and feem to want only an occafion of returning to their refpective habit*- 
^ions with impunity." 
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The government of lord Halifax ended with the fcfSoa 
in 1762, whereupon the Primate, Earl of Shannon and 
John Ponfonby efq, were (as before) appointed lords jufticcs : 
a change had alfo taken place in the Britith miniftry, when 
the Earl of Bute was appointed fecretary of ftatc in the room 
of Mr. Pitt* On that occafion, the following addrefs waft 
agreed on by the citizens of Dublin* 

" To the right hon. JVm. Pitt efq. late one of his ma- 
jelly's principal fecretaries of ftate" 

« The grateful addrefs of the Merchants and Traders 
of the city of Dublin," 

u We his majefty's moft loyal, dutiful and affectionate fub- 
jefts, the merchants, traders, and other citizens of the city 
of Dublin, whofe names are underwritten, judge thefe 
kingdoms too deeply interested in your withdrawing from the 
high ftation you have lately fo eminently and greatly filled, 
to the honour and fatisfaclion of the crown and the fubjeft, 
to let fo important an event pafs over in filence. 

w Tho' thus far removed from the great fcene of action, 
we fenfibly felt the manifold good of your truly patriot and 
fingularly wife and upright administration. — To this we muft 
attribute the refcuing Britain from the fhameful infection of 
that peftilential, minifterial practice, which called foreign 
mercenaries to the defence of a Country, by her native force, 
when properly exerted, more than a match for half the 
powers of Europe* 

" To your fteady virtues we (land indebted for freeing 
tmr mother Country from the reproach of calling foreign 
Troops to defend her from a threatened invafion, and for 
' chaftifing the infolence of the vaunting invader ; infpiring 
the councils and arms of Britain with that antient true nati- 
onal fpirit, which when duly exerted, ever has, and ever muft 

render 
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render the Britifli name terrible to her foes in the utmoft 
extremities of the globe." 

u Under fuch an administration we muft always fee, in- 
ftead of private intereft, merit, the only recommendation to 
places of important troft.— By fuch meafures as thefe it i» 
that we have feen commerce accompanying conqueft to the • 
remoteft parts of the earth ; while faction was filenced, and 
jarring parties reconciled and united at home- 

« Thus, Sir, have your fteady patriot virtues raifed mo- 
numents to your fame more durable than marble or brafs. * 

« As the enemies of thefe kingdoms never had fo great 
caufe to rejoice, as they have from your withdrawing your- 
felf from the fphere in which alone you could render thefe 
unfpeakably great fervices to your country ; {o the true 
friends of thefe kingdoms never had more juft caufe to 
mourn. 

' €C We fliould therefore think ourlelves wanting in duty 
to our patriot' King, to our mother Country, as well as our 
native, did we omit giving this public testimony of o«r 
fenfe of the lofs which all fuftain by the withdrawing of a 
Minifter of fuch matchlefs abilities and equal fidelity at fo 
important and critical a conjuncture as the pr^efent. 

€C Indulge us thus, great fir, in venting our griefs and 
blending our tears with thofe of the reft of our mourning 
brethren and fell ow-fubj efts in Britain, as well as in other 
parts of this kingdom. Accept our moft hearty and un- ' 
feigned acknowledgments for the unfpeakable fervices and 
lafting honours .you have already done your native country, 
and all the dominions of the crown of Great-Britain. And 
give us leave to affure you that we fhall ever admire, and 
ever with profound refpeft and gratitude remember, the un- 
, paralleled 
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paralleled virtues that have fo eminently difttegulflied your 
Adminiftration." • 

This addrefs evidently exprefled the real fentiments of a 
great majority of the people both in Ireland and Great 
Britain, and (hews the opinions they entertained on the re- 
moval of that Minifter. — Mr. Pitt was afterwards created 
ah Englilh Peer, by the title of Lord Chatham : and hav- 
ing now fpoken Bf Peerage, it may not be improper to no- 
tice the ftate of the Irljh Peerage in 1759* which amount- 
ed only to 43 EarIs*-42 PifcounU — 40 Barons — Total, 1 25. 
— Peerefies by creation, a. 

Curing the feffion laft fpoken of* a Septennial Bill, or 
jttt aft for limiting* the duration of Parliaments as in Eng- 
land, was taken into confideration, and was much wiihed 
for by a considerable part of the people. The meafure 
. however for the prefent did not fucceed, though it was en- 
deavoured to be enforced by many public declarations in its 
favour. In March 1762. the merchants, traders/ and ci- 
tizens of Dublin having afiembled, came to thefe refolu- 
tions, amongft others, viz. 

«' Refolved, That we (hall ever retain the moft grateful 
remembrance of the feveral Lords arid Commons, who in 
their refpeftive ftations have fo eminently diftinguifhed 
themfelves in fupporf of the Septennial Bill. 

" Refolved, That although we reft iecure againft foreign 
enemies, under the protection daily given us by Great Bri- 
tain, our protection againft domeft'c invaders depends 
wholly on. the limitation of Parliaments* 

«. Refolved, That the clandestine arts which are ufuilly 
praftifed (and have been fometimes dete&ed) in obftrufting 
of Bills tending to promote the Proteftant intereft, ought 
to make Proteftants the more aftive in fupporting the Sep- 
tennial 
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tennial Bill 5 the rather as no doubt can remain, that * 
feptennial limitation of Parliaments would render the gene-T 
rality of landlords affiduous in procuring Proteftant tenants, 
and that the vifibtc advantage accruing, would induce others 
to conform. 

« Refolved, That thefe our refolutions be prefented to 
the reprefentatives of this city in Parliament, entreating they 
will immediately take into their moil ferfous confideration 
the ftate of the Septennial Bill, now five months in its pro- 
grefs 5 the feffion of Parliament near its end ; all aids' 
Within the ability of this nation, given with unanimity and 
chearfulnefs to the Crown 5 and nothing yet known with 
certainty touching this aft of redrefs ; the fingle one craved 
by the people, and the only one that can relieve them front 
domeftic opprefibrs.'' 

The public continued long anxious to obtain fuch a law, 
but it did not pafs, (as will appear hereafter) for feveral 
years, (a) The enfuing feffion was opened in Oftober, 1763, 
by the Earl of Northumberland, whofe fpeech to both Houfes 
of Parliament contained the following obfervations refpefi:- 
ing the difturbed ftate of the country, already defcribed. 

« Not only my duty, but my earneft good wifhes for the . 
pofterity of Ireland, oblige me to take this opportunity 
of mentioning to you the only unpleaiing circumftance 
which has occurred fince my entrance upon this Govern- 
ment ; the tuipultuous rifings of the lower people, in con- 
tempt of laws and of Magiftracy, and of every Conftitutional 
fubordination, muft if not duly attended to, be productive 
of the moft fatal cpnfequences ; they are a difgrace to a 
Country of Liberty ; they are ruinous to & country of com- 
merce, 



(a) The frequent ele&ion of Reprefentatives in Parliament appears to 
be effential to the Liberty of the People, but the arguments on that ques- 
tion will be more properly ftated hereafter. 
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mer^e, ancj mufi be particularly .faul here, where the lcaft 
cjbeck to the rifing fpirit of induftry is fo very fenfibly felt, 
and fo very difficult to be relieved j no means can ferye 
more effe&ually "to. prevent jhefe difordprs for the future, 
Than the encouragement of fuch inftitutions as tend to ioi- 
pcefs. on the minds of the lower order of the people early 
habits of induftry, and true principles of xp ligfon." 

The Houfe of Commons, therefore, foon turned their 
attention to this fubjeft, and a committee was appointed to 
enquire into the caufes of the late tumults in Ulfter, and it 
was ordered that it fhould be an inftrudion to the faid com- ' 
mittee to enquire into the caufes of the infurrefti ons of the 
&>uth. (a) - 

T^ro other very popular fubje&s, mow became matter of • 
difcuffion ; the redu&ion of the Pen/ion Lift, anil the right 
of the Britifh Privy Council to alter Bills tranfmitted from 
this country, under the well-known ftatute, called PoyningU 
d&. — As this ftatute now has loft its operation, and Ireland 
was afterward reftored to its right of independent Legisla- 
ture, we IhaU omit any particular remarks on that head, 
'till yc defcend to a later perjocj, only obferving in this 
place, that the IJoufe of Commons enterejl this feffion into 
a refolution, that no Bill ftiould pafe in that Houfe,. until a 
committee thereof fhould compare the tranfmifs with the 
original heads of a Bill, and report if any, and what altera- 
tions had l?een made therejn, to the Hoi*fe. Jt was Ukewife 
rcfolved that the Houfe would not proceed upon any peti- 
tion, potion, addrefi, bill, or vqte of credif, for granting 
any money but in a committee of the whole Houfe. As to 
the former objeft, the Common's refolved tjiemfelves into a 
committee of the wh/>le Houfe, to take into consideration 
jthe ftate of the Pen/sons upon the Civil Eftablifhment of this 
• Vol. I. P kingdom. 

TT?r — rr 



(a) Comm. Joujrn. Vol. *iii. 
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kingdom 9 and how the increafe of them might be prevent- 
ed. It was alfo "moved, ' « That an humble Addrefs be 
«* prefented to his Majcfty, to reprefent in the moft dutiful' 
« terms, that the debt of this kingdom is become very 
" great. That the penfions, now in being, that have been* 
" placed oh the cftablifhments of this kingdom, are one of 
« the caufes of the encrcafe of the public debt. That thofe 
<c penfions have been paid, and continue to be paid out of 
f« all the revenues of this kingdom without diftinftion.— 
<* That it appeared to that Houfe, to be worthy of his Ma- 
« jelly's Royal confideration, whether the grants made of 
€i thofe penfions, are agreeable to or warranted by the laws 
u of this kingdom, and whether the revenues of the Crown 
« that have been given for public ufes, pught or can by law^ 
« c be applied to penfions : And therefore moft humbly to be- 
« feech his Majefty, to order it to be m^e known, as bis 
« Majefty's royal will and command, to the Officers of the 
« Treafiiry of this kingdom, tha£ no part of the revenues 
" of excife, cuftoms, poundage, hearth-money, quit-rents* 
« alelicenfes, wine or ftropgr water licenfes, or of the ad- 
€ < ditional duties granted of tb be granted in this kingdom, 
" for any limited term, be applied to any penfipn or annuity 
" granted, or to be granted, out of, or which may any ways 
€t charge or affect, the faid revenues of excife, cuftoms, 
" poundage, hearth-money, quit-rents, ale licenfes, wine, 
" and ftfong-water licenfes, and additional duties, or any 
u additional duties, or any of the faid revenues, ftill It fhall 
* l firft be determined by a Court of Juftice, of competent 
« jurifdi&ion, that the Crown may grant annuities, or pen- 
« fions out of the faid revenues ; and that his Majefty may 
* be gracioufly pleafed to give bis Royal orders to the 0£- . 
«• ficers of the Treafury, that no penfions be paid out of 
" faid revenues in any pther manner, than the judgment, 
*1 or decree of a Court of competent jurifdiftion, fhall de- ' 
ffterminc to be juft, and agreeable to the laws of this 

"kingdom; 
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« Ifrgdom ; and that his Majefty may be gracioufly pleafcd 
« to order his Majefty's fervaats of the la* in thk kingdom, 
« to make that defence that the laws of the kingdom (hall 
" warrant, to every (bit that fliall be commenced or carried 
"on by any penfioner or annuitant, claiming; any part of 
« the faid revenues, 'till it (hall be judicially determined ja 
*' the raoft folemn manner, and by the dernier refort, that 
* r the Crown may grant penfions or annuities, out of the re- 
* venues. That his Majefty's faithful Commons, neverthe* 
*« ]#fs do by no means intend that the Crown fliall be de- 
« prived of the means of rewarding merit, or of conferring 
" thofe bounties on proper occafipns, that the honours and 
" dignity of the Crown may require ; But that his Majefty's 
" faithful Commons on the contrary, will be ready to pro- 
"vide a revenue, fuch as the condition and circumftances of 
« this kingdom (hall admit of, to enable the Crown Xo re- 
«« ward merit, and on proper occafions to confer thofe boun- 
u ties that may be fuitabk to the honour and dignity of th* 
" Crown, if it fliall be determined, thajt the prefent reve- 
« nues of the Crown, (that have been granted for puWijp 
« uf es, ought not to be applied to penions. Provided thefe 
" revenues be referred afld applied tq tip fopport of his Ma* 
'* Jetty's Government in this kingdom/ 9 This motion, bqw- 
ever, was negatived, and it does not appear that the increafe- 
of penfions was ever fince effeftuall'y preypntcd. Soon after- 
wards the Houfe refolved, that no moqey fhould be granted 
that feffion for the encouragement qr fuppqrt of any parti- 
cular trade qr manufa&urc whatfoevcr f 

The kingdom was, no doubt, at this period involved 
cpnGderably :— Ite national debt at Ladjr-day ^6%, amount- 
ed to 521,1611. i6s. 6d. The penfions amounted for two 
years, ending at that time, to 139,17^1. 15s. iojd. Ii* 
this year; however, the revenue began to 'rife, though by . 
lip means in proportion to the increafe of expence upon the 
cflabliflunents -, and to aid the fupply it was neceflary to 

t> 2 direft, 
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dkt&i that 100,00©!. fhouid be rafted. This, with the 
debt funded at Lady-day 1763, being 550,000!. made the 
funded debt incurred during the war, amount to $50,0001. 
whereof 350,000!. was ordered to be reduced to 4I. per 
cent, arid the remainder to continue at 5I. per cent, until 
discharged, 

The rapidity (ftys Clarendon) with which this debt was 
contracted, in lefs thznfeven years, compared with the Aims 
borrowed from the acceffion of Geo. I. to the year (74(1, 
during a period of mqre than thirty years, to fupport the 
e*pences of putting the kingdom into a ftate of defence 
during two long wars, and two rebellions,, is particularly 
finking : and it feems difficult to reconcile fo great a difpa- 
rity. k But we muft take into confederation that this long 
and expenfive war which terminated in 1763, was the firfl; 
in which Ireland was called upon for a .contribution. — 
Former wars only required that Ireland fhould protect her- 
felf; the war of 1756, demanded fupplies for protecting 
the Empire at large 5 and that too ? from an unfounded efti- 
mate of the ability of the country. Jut there was upon the 
whole too much reafon to fomplain fpf a mifmanagement of 
the treafure of the nation, and a want of. regard to the in- 
terefts of its inhabitants, (a) From this period we fhall fefc 
the debt continually increafe, notwithftanding feveral efforts 
foj reducing it, owing to the increafe of expenditure in 
every department, (b) " -'-* '-*•*. - : 

It is not therefore extraordinary, that after the failure, of 
the motion above ftated refpe&ing the grants of penfions, 
fome other attempt ftiould be made to remedy the growing 
evil :-— accordingly a farther motion was made during the 

-:■".. 'i feffion 



^) Sep Comm. Journ. V» xiii. (b) Clarcnd. on the Rcvep. 
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feffion *$ ribw fpcak of, eitpreffive of the then {filiation of 
the kingdom.— It was to the following effe£t, viz. 

" That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, td 
aflfure his Majcfty of our inviolable attachment to his Royal 
Perfon and Family ; that we have the firmeft reliance on his 
Majefty's wifdom, juftice, and tender regard for his fubje&s 
of this kingdom ; but that we (hould fail in our duty to his 
Majefty, aftd defert the truft repbfed in usby thofe we re- 
prefent, {hould we longer defer laying before his* Majefty 
the real ftate Of this kingdom, which we have fome rcafon 
to fear, may not yet have been fully prefented to his Ma- 
jefty's view. That we prefume to do fo frfcrfi a finfi perfua- 
i!on, " that his Majefty will not believe that we are prompted 
to it by the fpirit erf fa&ion, but impelled by the neceffities 
df the kingdom -, and that we have nothing in view* but hi*' 
Majefty's honour and the profperhy of our country. That 
during the late fucCefsful war we exerted our utmoft efforts 1 
for the fupport of his MajeftyV Govern rilent, and to rjfffi* 
fuch fupplies as his Majefty thought neceflary for his fer- 
vice, though it was with the 'greateft difficulty we could* 
even provide for payment of the intereft of the fiirijawfe* 
were obliged to borrow for that pui*poft. But at the fame 
time we could not without the utmoft concern obferve, thef 
^e lamented it in filence, the great and continual expeiflice 
of penfiofcs, and that a confiderable part of thofe Aims 
which were deftined for public ufes were diverted to pti-* 
vate ptirpbfts. That this is one great caufe of the heavy 
debt which oppreffes this kingdom; and whkh wo can 
fcarce ever hope to difchftrge, deprived as we are of thofe 
refdurees from trade, *wkb Which the other parts of hii M**~. 
jefty's dominions • are WeflSd. That any confiderable addir 
tion to this btfrthen muft- depopulate this kingdom, . already i 
much exhaufted of its' inhabitants. That we prefume With 
all humility -to Uy4hefe our drcumftaaces Jwfore hi*«Ma- 

... D 3 , jefty,- 
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jefty, Aot doubting that they will excite in his Royal Brefcft 
thofe fentiments which are fo natural to his Princely difpofi- 
tion. 

The failure of this laft mentioned motion, occasioned 
another, viz.: 

« That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to 
{ acknowledge with the utmoft gratitude, his Majefty's graci- 
ous acceptance of our pafl favonrs* To afore his Majefty 
of our firm refutation to purfue fuch meafures as (hall tend 
moft to promote the real intertft and honour of the Crown. 
To exprefs the general fatisfettion and joy with which his 
Majefty's moft gracious declaration, communicated by hit 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment at the opening of the feffion was received, ¥w. 
« 7 hat by the conch/ion of a general peace we were at length re* 
tieved /rem thofe burthens % which were unavoidable during * 
Ivor* That the Jituation of public affairs would permit a very 
ionfiderable diminution of public expenc$ t that nothing was to br 
a/ked Sut the continuance of the fupplies for the fupport of the 
ordinary eftablj/hments 9 and that his Majefiy thanked us for our 
faftt efforts f without again having, recourfe to the. experienced li- 
berality of Parliament " — " That from thefc afiorances, we 
drew the moft flattering expectations of reducing the na- 
tional debt, and relieving the impoveriffied people from She 
burthen of thofe taxes they were fo little able to bear ; but 
that thefe pleafeg hopes were foon blaftcd by the unexpect- 
ed requifition of fapplies, to fupport a Civil Eftablifhment, 
loaded with a long train of penfions* the amount of which, 
exctefive of the French and miltary, exceeded the expeace 
of all the other branches of theCivil EftaMUhment, in the 
fum of 42,6271. 19$. 2d. many of which were publicly 
bought and fold hi the market; That the number of Officers 
upon the Military £ftabltfluant is cacrtafed, not only far 

beyond 
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beyond what it ever was in time of peace, but even beyond 
What it was in the iime of this molt dangerous war, and 
Would under any reign but that of his Majefty, raife juft : .apN. 
prehenfions for the Constitution i not only of this kingdom* 
fcut of Great Britain- Ttiat inftead of fix regiments of dra- 
goons and twenty-fix of foot, (the moft ever before feen in 
this kingdom) theft are now eight regiments of dragoons, 
and thirty of foot, befides the four old regiments of J}orfi:« 
That the expence of General Officers Is raifed from 3a,p6Ql. 
in two years to 45,0001 • though there was riot a fufficient 
.nuinber of them in the kingdom to attend the laft reduction 
tf the forces. That the expence of the Ordnance is fwelled 
from io,<ooL hi two yeats to 45,070!* independent of its 
extraordinary charges, which are very considerable,, though 
.the whole artillery of this kingdom is not equal to. the orcU 
nance of one of his Majefty's (hips of war of thirty guns. 
That every other branch of tke Military and Civil tfjftablifljr 
rtients is advanced nearly in the fame! pro£otfion. That 
frorti' principles of duty arid affection to his Maj^ty> wc 
granted the fiipplies Which were demanded from us in his 
Majefty's name, for the fuppoft of thefe feveral Eftabiifh-? 
ments, however unfuitable to the circUmftances of the king- 
dom, however infupportable t6 the people. 3ut though 
the warmth of our zeal and affection for his Majefty in- 
duced us thus liberally to grant thpfe fupplies, our duty to 
him and thofe we reprcfetit, will not permit as to conceal 
from his Majefty or the public, the real ftate and condition 
of this kingdom, which We fhail lay before his Majefty with 
all humility, and caft ourfelves at his Majefty's feet, to im- 
plore his Royal protection againft his Minifters. That the- 
expence of thdprefent Military Eftabiifhment amounts in 
two years to the fum of 980,355!. 19s. — The Civil Eftar 
blifhment to 242,9561. 10s. 9d. j to which muft be added 
. at the moft moderate, computation 300,0.00!. for the extra-, 
"ordinary and contingent expences of Government. That 

D 4 thefe 
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thefe Aims added together amdunt to the fum of 1*5* 3,312k 
ps. pd. That to an'fwer this expence the whole revenue 
of the kingdom, the additional as well as hereditary duties, 
exclufive of the loan duties, which are but barely fufficient 
to pay the intereft of 650^000!. the prefent national debt, 
amount to the fum of 1,209,064!. at a medium for fourteen 
years : fo that the expence of the nation tor thefe two laft' 
^ears, .muft exceed its whole revenue in a fum of 
314,2481. ys. 9d. which deficiency being added to the na- 
fidnal debt, mu(t leave this kingdom at the next meeting of 
Parliament near i,6oo,6ool. in debt. That the higheft 
eftablifhments we ever Had in time of peace in this kingdom, 
were thofe in the two years ending in March 1755, and yet 
the prefent cftabliftiments exceed them in the fum of 
283,0281. ps. pd. — That during the late expenfive war* 
the eftablilhments amounted, at a medium, only to the fum. 
6? 1,125,790]. fof'twb years ; fb that the prefent eflablifh- 
fiiehts in a time of peace, exceed the eftablifhments in the 
laft war * in the fiim of 97,5221. 9s. 9d. That we have 
already contracted a new debt of' ro6,oool. though we ex- 
pected t6 have difcharged part of the old. That the im- 
ports, exports, and home confumption of tnis kingdom 
are already 'taxed to the utmoft they can bear. That any 
addition to thefe taxes, inftead of increafing miift leflen the 
reveriue. That nothing now 4 remains*^ be taxed but our 
lands, which are already loaded with quit-rents, crown* 
rents, compofitibn rents, and hearth-mohey. ^fhat if the 
p'reTent eftablHhments are to continue, the debt of the na- 
tion niuft conftantly increafe, and in the end prove the 
litter thin of the kingdom. That fuch is the true, but me- 
lancholy ftatc of this country, which nothing but his Ma- fc 
jetty's moft gracious declarations, fignified to us by his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant, could have given us confi- 
dence to have laid before him, and which we do, that his 
Majefty may judge how far his moft benevolent intentions 

have 
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fcaVe bees ptirfued. That, we prefume not to point oat, 
ahy particular method of redrefs, fully perfuaded as we are,, 
that when his Majefty (hall have been thus fully informed of 
our real circumftances, his wifdom> bis juftice, his huma- : 
nity, will not permit the utter ruin of a dutiful, a loyal, an 
afFe&onate people." 

Hits motion proved as unfuccefsfui as the former ; But 
taking the ftatcment therein contained as true, it (hews the 
titration of this country it that time. To return now to the 
proceedings of the committee? appointed to inquire into the 
caufes of the tumultuous rifings : — It was moved that they 
fhould report th«? whole matter, as it appeared to them,* 
fpecially to the Houfe ; but that motion being negatived, 
the committee reported their refolutions, {rating generally, 
that there had been many treafonable combinations and in- 
furreftions in different parts of the kingdom. — That thefe 
excefles unlefs retrained, muft be attended with fatal ton- 
fequences to the trade, credit, peace, and welfare, of* this, 
country. That by a regular and ftricl execution of the. 
laws, thefe violences might be reftrained. That it was the; 
duty of all Magiftrates, &c. to be attive in executing the. 
laws, and that it would tend to fupprefs a-nd prevent the . 
like diforders, if the fenfe of Parliament was declared and 
published to the people. A motion was made that the con* 
fideration of the refolutions fhould be adjourned, until the 
committee fhould report the fafts upon which fuch refolu- 
tions were founded, which paused in the negative; but an 
addrefs was agreed on and prefented to the Lord Lieutenant, 
expreffing the fentiments of both Houfes of Parliament 
upon this fubjeft. 

„ It may be thought an extraordinary .circumftance, that 
notwithftanding the general inarms of attachment and af- 
feftion fhewn by every clafs of his Majefty's fubjefts, to his 
Perfon and Government at the moment of his.accdSion to 

the 
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the Throne, there (hould in the fhort period tit tw<y or 
three years, appear muck public difcontent, and a moft un- 
cxpefted decreafe of that loyalty and zeal which had been 
fo recently exprefted by the People towards their Sovereign. 
In Great Britain particularly, daily complaints iffued from 
the Prefs, with fometinfes illiberal aftd indecent reflexions 
on thofe in power, and even the character of the firft Per- 
fonage in the State did not efcape its licentioufnefs* It 
was at this time that the celebrated Mr. Wilks pubiilhed at 
fcaper called the North Briton, which became fo much the 
fubjeft of animadvetfion. The Houfe of Commons in Eng- 
land ' uport this occafion addrefied Ins Majefty, declaring 
their difapprobation of foch proceedings, and thor attach- 
ment to his Royal Perfon and Authority. In like manner 
the Commons of Irehmd agreed to an Addreisj ia which 
they thusexprefled tbemfeives :• 

« We now think otfrfelvefe, in a very particular manner, 
called upon to make the moft folemn and public declarations 
of our inviolable duty and attachment to your Majefty, when 
the moft infamous and flagitious libels have been pttbliihed 
and circulated thrtragh your kingdom, filled with the 
grofleft infults to your Majefty's facred Perfon and Royal 
Authority, violating every rule of decency, order, and 
Government, and tending to ftir up, through all ranks of 
your Majefty's fubjefts, afpirit of difcontent and of dif- 
obedience to their Prince, the Laws, and the Conftitution. 

" As thefe audacious and outrageous attempts have been 
deemed fitting objc&s for the juft and exemplary cenfure 
oftheLegiflature of Great Britain, we think it cannot be 
unfeafonable, and we hope it will not be unacceptable to 
your Majefty, that we alfo exprefs our utter deteftation and 
abhorrence of fuch infolent and wicked pra&ices." (a) 

^ Thus 

(a) Comm, Journ. V. xiii« 
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Thus we fee the loyalty of the people of Ireland kept pace 
with that of every other, <part of his Majefty's dominions. 

Without minutely enquiring into the caufes of theljb 
fcarly difcontents, it may be obferved, t that two meafures 
**^d taken place at the commencement of this reign, by no 
xneahs agreeable to the general inclinations of the people.-— 
The firft was, the removal of Mr. P///, who as a Miniffer, . 
flood high in the public eftimation ; the fecond was the 
conclufion of the war, at a time and in a manner that was 
much difapproved of. But it is neceflary to confine our ob- 
servations to* the affairs of Ireland. 

In May 1764, the Parliamentary Seffion was clofed, and 
the Lord Lieutenant gave the Royal Aflent to the following 
amongft fevcral other Bills, viz. : An aft for indemnifying 
all fuch perfons as had been or (houlrf be aiding in the dif- 
perfing of riots, and apprehending tnVtyoters ; and an aft 
for confirming the titles, and for quieting the pofleffions of 
Proteftants, and for giving time to converts from Popery, to 
perform the requifites of conformity prefcribed by the laws 
againft Popery. The fame Lords- Juftices were appointed as 
before ; but the Primate (a) and the Earl of Shannon having 
both died in December following, the then Lord Chancellor 
Bowes was appointed in their (lead. 

■i 1 1 tmm*m—m+m 1 ■ 1 hi , 1 1 

(a) Right Rev* Geo. 8fne* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Sejftons opened in T765. — Motion for an Addrefi to his Majejff 
on the Subjec7 of Pen/ions. — Tie like relative io the Judges.—* 
Bill for limiting ihe duration of Parliaments. — Addrefs to the 
Lord Lieutenant thereupon. —His Anfwer.—The like to his, 
Majejly.—His Alajeffs Anfwer.- •The Citizens of Dublin 
infirucl their Reprefentaiives. — Sill introduced Jo prevent the 
buying and felting Public Offices, &C—BUI to prevent tumul- 
tuous rifings. -State of the Revenue. —National fjfiebt. — Trial 
of Rev. N. Sheehy.—Lords-Jujiices.—Seffions concluded.-*- 
Opened under Lord Town/bend.— -Judges Bill rejected*—- 
Oclennial Bill.— Addrefs to his Mdjejly,— Proceedings con* 
cerning an Augmentation of the Army.— Enquiry into the 
Military EJlabliJIime^f^-Difolution of Parliament. 

THE Seffions orf7<Sj, was opened by the Earl of HerU 
ford ; — The minority of the Gomtnons continued ftill 
defirous of a reduction of public expences, particularly the 
Penfion Lift, and again ftruggled to obtain an a A for limit- 
ing the duration of Parliaments. Accordingly a motion 
was made as follows i " That an humble Addrefs' be pre- 
sented to his Marjefty to afllrre him of our inviolable duty 
and zealous attachment to his Perfon and Government. — 
That it affe&s us with the deepeft forrow, to find that the 
penfions in general on the eftablifhment of this kingdom 
have greatly increafed of late years, infomuck as to have 
amounted to the fum of 158,6851. 4s. 8|d. in the two 
years ending at Lady-day 1765. That many of thefe pen-" 
fiont have been granted for long terms of years, and for 
lives, and have been made payable out of the revenue at 
large. That they have long been the caufes of filent dis- 
quietude ; and are of late become the fubje&s of univerfal 
murmur and complaint. That we (hould think it a breach 
of the truft rcpofed in us, longer to conceal from his Mar 

jefty 
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jefty the grievances of his faithful fubjefts, and by fuch 
dnif&on to poftpone for a day that redrefs, which with the 
N ttfmoft confidence we expeft from the diftates of paternal 
afFeftion, and the fuggeftions of Royal Juftice." This mo- 
tion was negatived. 

Some ineffectual attempts were now made to render the- 
Judges independent of the Crown, and to obtain a law for 
making their commiffions " quatn diu fe fane gejferint* — 
It was likewife moved, " That- an humble Addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, exprefiing in the ftrongeft terms the 
fall confidence of bis ever-loyal fubje&s of Ireland) in his 
Majefty's juftice and parental aijFeftion for this .kingdom ; 
and representing to his Majefty that his faithful Commons 
of Ireland, apprehending that it is a part of* their bounden 
duty, to lay before bis $kjefty for \!k confidcration, fock 
grievances of his people, as they judge to be moft deferving 
of his notice, and as they fear he may hot otherwife be 
fully informed of, from a fenfe of that duty prefume to ac- 
quaint his Jflajefty, tjiajt in many in fiances the laws of this 
lanjptre lefs relbfrted to, revered and obferved, by the lower 
clafs of people at this time, than has been ufual heretofore 
in this kingdom, or than is becoming a people who enjoy 
the bleffings of a free Government, of which the commo- 
tion's in thfe feveraf parts of this kingdom, are but too plain 
and ftriking examples. That one principal fource of thefe 
evils confifts in the appointing perfons of mean abilities, and 
totally unacquainted with th£ ftate and municipal conftitu- 
tions of Ireland^ to the miniftration of juftice in the fupreme 
Courts of Law in this kingdom ; by the means of which, 
all law-fuits are jprotrafted to an exceflive length, and the 
expences of them are rendered intolerable \ the fecurity of 
perfons, of life and of property, are daily diminifhed and 
made more precarious \ the laws inftead of being confidered 
as the protection, are become the oppreffion of the people, 
*•■ . ' " " * , ' ' ' and ' 
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a^d in the place of beiftg obeyed and loved, appear too 
often contemptible or difgufting, from t ^ c incapacity whicfe 
fometimes is found in tbofe who are gmrufted with the ex- 
ecution of them. That your MajeflyS faithful Comdaons, 
in this their humble reprefentation, are by no means defirou$ 
of making any diftiaftiqn between the fubje£k$ of different 
part* of your Majeft/s dominions y with gratitude they ao 
knowledge that in former times, Judges of the moft illut 
trious abilities have been fent from Great Britain into thi* 
kingdom, to the furtherance of juftipe, and the manifeft 
advantage of Ireland* particularly in the inftancc of that 
gr^at man, (a J who ha$ fo long and fa ably pregejed in 
your Majefty's High Court of Chancery, to the univerfal fin 
ti$fa&i<m of all ranks of people $ neither can they witji juf- 
tice ornk cxpreffing their approbation of fuch of our pvffent 
Judges as are natives of this kingdom, whofe conduct and 
abilities are, in their opinion, irreproachable. That your 
Majefty's faithful Commons do not prefume to point out tp 
your Majefty any remedy for thefe evib, relying with the 
firmed confidence on your Majefty's wifdom and experi- 
enced affeftipn for ypur whole people." ft) TJiis mo^pi 
was negatived* 

The limitation of Parliaments, being noy, nprp than ever, , 
a favourite qbjeft, feveral addreffes, and • refolutions ip b$r 
half of that meafure were carried at different county meetr 
ipgs. The citizens of Dublin publicly declared their ftnti- 
ments, and infir ufted their feprefentatives to exert tji^jr 

qioft 
. ~ ■ ■■ ' » i ■ i 1f . ^ 

(a) The' Judges at this time, were Lord Chancellor J&vw, I^ord phief 
JuQice Jtiu G 9 r* Juftices QbarUt RtAinfon 3nd IV. &wfin the King's Beach. 
Lord Chief Juftice Richard A/on, Juftices Robert Frtneb and Robert Marjbai % 
in the Common Pleas, and Lord Chief Baron Edward WW*, with Baron* 
Rickard Mountncy and Mibur J)awfin 9 in the Exchequer.— Chief Juftice 
Afm% foon after retired to England, where he accepted the place of a puifW 
Judge : he was fucceeded in the Common Eicas here bjJB. Clayton^ Eft. 

(b ) Comm, Journ. Vol. xiv. 
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moft ftrcpuous endeavours to obtain a law for that pur* 
$<&;(dj All this, however/ proved fruitlefs s a bill fi» 
that purpofe w^s introduced, agreed to, and tranfmitted ; 
but arretted in its progrefs by the Englilh Privy Council.— 
The Houfe of Commons finding tb« bill was not duly re* 
turned, prefented an Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, pray- 
ing he would promote its return, if he had not already an 
afiiirance of it j by laying before his Majefty the humble 
but fervent defires of his ever-faithful Commons, animated 
and called upon by the univerfal voice of his Majcfty's loyal 
people of Ireland, who confidered that bill as neceflary to 
the preferyation pf their fundamental rights, and to the pro-* 
motion of the Proteftant religion in this kingdom. To the 
addrefs his Excellency returned the following asiwer : " I 
have received information of the mott authentic' nature, 
that the bill for Igniting jhe duration of Parliaments will 

not 



(a J The Merchants, Traders, Freeholders and Citizen* of Dublin, 
prefented the fallowing Addrefs to their Representatives ; 

w Gentle itiN, 

" Having authentic intelligence that the Bill qpon which the Proteftant 
intereft, and freedom of this kingdom depend, is dropped in Great Bri- 
tain 5 and finding that every attempt made by the Commons of Ireland, 
ftrengthened by the united and general voice of all ranks and denomina- 
tions of Protectants, to obtain a Taw for limiting the duration of Parlia* 
. merits, has hitherto proved incffe&ual, We cannot but think the Commons 
of this kingdom xnU fiand juftified in following the example given by the. 
Commons of England on a fimilar oecafion, at the late gloriousRevolution, 
that grand ara of Britiih Liberty.-— We, therefore, as Citizens and Free- 
holders of this Metropolis, thinking ourfelves bound to ftand foremoft in all 
national mcafurcs,.nave taken the earlieft opportunity to declare our fen* 
timen^s upon this moftinterefting event, and to entreat that you will never 
give your aflent to any Money Bill of longer duration than three months, 
*tij j a law paflcs in this kingdom for a Septennial Limitation of Parlia- 
ment, 

(Signed by Wm. Ruikdge and RUlari French y Efqrs. High Sheriffs, 
and upwards of 800 Merchants and Traders,) 
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not be returned during this Seffion : I fhall, hgiyever, folly 
lay before his Majefty the fentiments of the Houft of Com- 
mons, contained in this addrefs, and {hall renew the rcbre- 
fentations which I have ajready made, in the ftrongeiramj 

warmeft manner, in favour of fuch a law." 

' - t ..'.:.. 

The Houfe of Commons now determined on an Addrefs 
to his Majefty, which was tranfmi|ted in tt&efe words : 

" Moft gracious Sovereign, 

" We your Majefty'smoft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament affembled, beg leave tp 
approach ypur Throne, apd with pll humility to teftify our 
ardent and inviolable attachment to your facred Perfon an<J 
Government, and to implore that your Majefty will fuffer us 
to prefexit to you the universal prayer^ of your lQyalpeopl? 
of Ireland, in affiftance of the reprefentations and endea- 
vours of the Chief Governor of this kingdom towards in* 
ducing your Majefty, in your Royal beneficence, to return 
to your moft faithful fubjecTrs, the bilj tnmfmitfe^ to Greaf 
Britain for limiting the duration of Parliament." His Ma- * 
jefty was afterwards plcafed to return the fallowing anfwer ; 

« His Majefty h^s received the Addrefs of the Houfe of 
Commons, on the fubjeel of a bill, fome time fince trans- 
mitted,' for limiting the durationof Parliaments. The fen- 
timents of his faithful Commons, were already known to 
his Majefty, by their patting the heads pf that bill, nor can 
amy folicitation add weight to that antient and conftitutional * 
way of fignifying their, defires on the like pecafions, Hi$ 
Majefty will always have the higheft fatisfaftion in comply- 
ing with the wishes of his faithful Commons ; but no conr 
fideration can prevail with his Majefty to (werve from tha* \ 
indifpenfable duty, which the Coriftitution prefcribes to him, 
of concurring in fuch provifion only, as on mature delibera- 
tion, and advice of his Council, appear to him, at tic time, 

calculate/! 
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calculated topfotfiote the tme intereft and happmcfsof his 
people."* 

A Bill vns introduced this Seffion, « to prevent the buying 
mtid filling of offices which concern the adminift ration of jujlice^ 
*r the colleclion of his Majefty's revenue " but it mifcarried 
in the Commons, f ' 

The committee appointed to inquire into the caufes of the 
infurrecYion in the fouthern part of the kingdom, now re- 
ported it as their opinion, " That if a law was pafled, that 
any number of perfons affembling by night and wilfully and 
malkioufly deftroying any kind of corn, in any manner 
whatfocver, cutting down, digging up or breaking of trees, 
levelling walls or ditches, t?r digging up ground, fhould be 
guilty r of felony, it would b$ a means of preventing the 
lijce infurrections for the future." — A Bill for preventing 
tumultuous riftngf was therefore paffe^, and received the 
Royal Affect : A Bill likewife pafled for the better regulat- 
ing of trials in cafes of felony and treafbtu * 

* In 17*5, the revenue, although considerably increafed, 

•jwas yet fo far ftidrt of the expences of Government, that 

lOOjCOol. was directed to be raifed at 4I. per cent, and the 

* principal due upon the different loans, ordered to be con- 
solidated into one fum, making in the whole 595,000!. 
at 5L per cent, which remained due at Lady-day. The debt 
of the nation then amounted £0 5083874!. 5s. 93d. There 

» was this year, a great fcarcity of grain, and what was felt 

inore fcverely by the lower ranks, a failure pf potatoes. In 

Vol. I. E conference 



* Comm. Journ. V. iiv ? 

f Another Bill, for " The better feturhg tie liltxlyty tie Suijefl," paffci 
ja ikt Commons, and was transmitted as ufua!*; but not returned. 
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confcqucnce of which two a{h were paflcd; one to ftdp.tjjc 
diftilleries for a certain time; the natural confequence <jt 
which was, a decreafe in the excife ; and the other, to pre- 
vent the exportation of corn, which laft meafure, according 
to the fpeech of the Lord Lieutenant, prevented the cala- 
mity of faming. 

Amongft the public occurrences of this time, the fate of 
* Roman Catholic Clergyman, who had been implicated iri 
the White-boy difturbances, drew fome attention :. This wgs 
the Rev, Nicholas Sheehy, who being accufed with abetting 
tfcefe offenders, was tried for High Treafai, in the Court of 
King's Bench, i pth Feb. 1 765, .and acquitted. But beimf 
afterwards indifted with feveral others for the murder of 
one jffkn Bridges, he was tried ifor lhat offence at C/onmf/l 
the 1 ath March following j found guilty; and executed. 
The condemnation of Mr^Sbe^hy, occafioned great diflatis- 
faction and complaint amongft the Roman Catholics in ge- 
neral $ and the proceedings on his trial, (which lifted about 
terjnours) became the fubje<Jt of much animadverfion. But 
it muft be remarked," that what he principally attempted to 
prove, viz. +n alibi, is of all defences the moft hazardpusj 
and if not indjfputably eftabliftfd, the moft fatal to a 
culprit. , • 1 -- d 

It has been aflertcd, that amongft the twelve perfons of 
whom the Jury on this trial corififted, not one bf them diecf 
Naturally : the faclis not true, in general ; but, it is knowj* 
that fpme of them met with an untimely end. However, it 
does not feem that any inference cap be reafonably' drawn 
from that circumftance. ' A perfon of the nam$ of Meagfyoti 
was alfo convicted of the fame charge, by another Jury, and 
executed along with Mr. Shtehy*, It was attempted at this 
trial to be proved that Bridges had aftually left this country^ 
gp4 tjien refided in France^ but there was fomething contra- 
■■■ ' *. ' ■ ■• ■. ' * ■'••• - ! (liftory 
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di£tory in the evidence, which deftroyed its credibility. In- 
. deed it appear* to Jiave been a fettled principle of law, ijn all 
cafes of tnurder, that the death of the party mutt be. fully 
proved, and fhould be the firft piece of evidence offered on 
fuch occafion^. 

The SeflUon, which was clofed in June pj66j * was again 
opened soth Oftober 1767. Lord Town/bend, then Lord 
Lieutenant, in his fpeech informed both Houfes, that as 
nothing could be more conducive to the honour of the 
Crown and liberties of the People, than the independency 
and uprightnefs of the Judges of the land, in the impartial 
adminiftration of juitice j he had it in charge from his Ma- 
jefty to recommend' this i/iterefting objeft to Parliament, 
that foch provi^on might be made for fecuring the Judges 
in the enjoyment of their ofjkes and appointments during 
their good behavjour, as fhould be thought moft expedient, 

• We now arrive at the commencement of an Adminiftra- 
riofc, which continued far beyond the accuftomed period, 
. and produced therefore a greater variety of incidents. The 
Houie of Commons proceeded to prepare a Bill,, for making 
the Commiffions of the Judges to continue quam diu fe bene 
gefferint. It was accordingly tranfmitted, and returned, but 
on comparing the Bill returned, with the tranfmifs, an al- 
teration was difcovered, which induced the Commons t6 re- 
ject it totally. The nation, however, was highly gratified 
by the fuccefs of the long-defired Bill for limiting the dura- 
tion of Parliament. A Septennial Bill, was tranfmitted ; it 
was returned with an alteration in point of time, being 
changed into an OSlennial Bill :> this, though doiigned lor its 
deftau&ion, did not prevent its paffing into a law, and the 
(Government of Lorcf Twnjbend was thus far rendered pp- 

E % 2 pular, 

' * At tlic eoncluGon of Lord Hertford's Adminiftration, Chancellor 
Jbur£/» the 1U?1 of JPr<g&&, and J An Poefon6y,IXqrs. were appoiu ted fyr4p 
Jvflua*—Thc Cbancclkr died in the Government, on % id July 1767. 
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pular, by an acT; limiting the duration of Parliament to-right 
years. 

.Whoever confiders the nature of Parliaments, muft bo 
convinced, that' this was a neceffary and constitutional mea- 
sure. The long duration of Parliaments had become an in- 
tolerable grievance, highly prejudicial to the liberty of the 
fubject. Great Britain had guarded againft fuch an evil, by 
a Septennial Bill : and fuch a law was founded in the very 
fpirit of the Britifh Conftitutiog. 

The people of England were fo fenfible of this principle, 
that in the time of Sir Robert Walpole's Adminiftration, an 
attempt was made to repeal the Septennial Bill, and make 
the duration of Parliaments much fliorter. The people, 
(faid Sir John St. Aubin on that occafion) hayc an unques- 
tionable right to frequent new Parliaments by antient ufage ; 
and this ufage has been confirmed by feveral laws, which 
have been progreflively ipade by oiir anccftors, as often a* 
they found it neceffary to infift on this effential privilege. 
Parliaments were generally annual, but never continued 
longer than three years, 'till the remarkable reign of Henry 
the Vlllth. Charles the Second x took a diflike to Parliaments 
in the life-time of his father, and became extremely defirous 
to lay them afide : in effect he did fo, for he obtained a Par- 
liament, which by its long duration, like an army of vete- 
rans, became fo exactly difciplined to his own meafures, 
that they knew no other command, but from that perfdn 
who gave them pay. Hence they obtained the opprobrious 
jpame of the Pen/ton Parliament • 

At the time of the Revolution, the people made a frefh 
*laim of their antient privileges : and as they had fo lately 
experienced the misfortune of long and fervile Parliaments, 
jt was then declared that they fhould be held frequently. 

- "•'• '• '' •'.•-■ " l In 
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In fea, long Parliaments give the Minifter an opportu- 
nity of getting acquaintance with the Members, and of 
practifing his feveral arts to win them into his fchemes. 
For which reafon Ihort Parliaments have been much lefs cor- 
rupt ; and it has been obferved, that like ftreams of water, 
they always grow more impure, the greater diftance they run 
from the fountain-head* 

The Octennial Bill, being returned, the Commons voted 
the following Addrefs to his Majefty : 

" Moft gracious Sovereign, 

" Wet yoyr Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjelts the 
Commons of Ireland in Parliament aflcmbled, befeech your 
Majefty to accept our unfeigned and grateful acknowledge 
ments, for the condefcenfion which your Majefty has fo figJ- 
nally manifefted to your fubjefts of this jringdom, in return- 
ing the Bill for limiting the duration of Parliaments, which 
we confider jnot only as a gracious mark of paternal Benevo- 
lence, but as a wife refult of Royal deliberation." 

The Bill for regulating the Cotnmiffions of Judges, not- 
witbftanding the recommendation in the Lord Lieutenant's 
fpeech mifcarried, . it was prepared and tranfmhted ; but 
being returned with certain alterations it was (for the prc- 
fent) rejected. 

A Meflage was delivered from the Lord lieutenant, ao- 
quainting the Houfe, that his Majefty required for the pub- 
lic fervtce, that fome of the troops on the kifh Eftablifh- 
ment ihould be employed abroad ; and that as it might be 
expedient that a. number of troops not lefs than 12,000 in- 
cluding Officers, ihould be kept within this kingdom for its 
t>ettel: defence, exclufivc of fuch as might be employed elfo- 

E 3 where, 
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\vbere, his Majefty thought it necefiary that his arm/ on 
this Ettablifiiment fhould be augmented to 15,235 men in 
the whole j of which number 1 2,000 fhould be kept in this 
kingdom, therefore his Excellency had or&rcd a plan and 
cftimate of the charge to be laid before them.-^A motion 
was thereupon made and carried, That ah humble Addrefs 
be prefeqted to hte Excellency, expreffing the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of that Houfe to his Majefty for his gracious 
attention to the defence K ot this kingdom : and to affure his 
Excellency of the invariable refoluticm of that Houfe, to 
contribute to the utmoft of their power, and as far as the 
lircu'mftances of thofe they reprefented would admit, to the 
fupport of his Majefty's Government with dignity and ho— 
ftdur. At the fame time to inform his Excellent? of the 
heavy debt of .this nation, which the Houfe upon mature 
deliberation in the prefent Seffion had confidered as likely 
to increafe in the next two years, by the ordinary expences 
of the prefent eftablifhment oirly * in confeqyencc of which 
i>pink>ny they had lately paffed an att of credit, for enable 
Government to borrow a further fum of locfyoool. and 
humbly to acquaint his Excellency, that the Houfe, finding 
the nation at this time, under thefe circumftances, and not 
having an opportunity fo late in the Seffion, t0 xeconfider 
the ftate and refource of the country, could not give their 
concurrence to any meafure which might be attended with a 
confiderabk additional expense. 

A committee was at this time appointed to enquire into 
the ({ate of the military eftablifhment, and alfo into thr ap- 
plication of the money granted for its fupport from 25th 
March ^751.— And the reftdt of this enquiry fliewed mani- 
ieft mifcondufft/ as appears from the report at large and the 
returns thereunto annexed : * part of the report runs thus : 

"Tour 

■• Sec Coima. Journ. Vol. xiv. 
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* Yohr committee beg leave to take notice that the entire 
reduction of the army after the conclufiod of the peace', did 
not take place 'till the latter eild of the year 1764, and 
that it appears ffom the retard of the Quarter-Mafter-Ge* 
neral, that there were great deficiencies in the feveral regi- 
ments then Upon the eftablifhmcnt, at the federal quarterly 
tnufters comprized in faid paper, which precede the month 
of January 1765 ; the full pay of fuch vacancies muft amount 
to a very large find* and ought as your committee appre- 
hends, to have been returned as a faving to the ttatton, es- 
pecially as it appeared to your committee, that orders were 
, iflued by Government, not to recruit the regiments intended 
to be reduced.^Upon the whole* it was refolved that an 
Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majefty, to lay before 
him the report of the faid committee ; to acknowledge his 
tonftant attention to the Welfare of his people j to ezprefs 
the utmoft confidence id his Majefty's wifdom, that if upon 
fuch representation any reformation in the faid eftablifhmcnt 
fhould appear neceffary to his Majefty* fuch alteration would 
be made therein as would better provide for the fecurity of 
the kingdom, add at the fame time reduce the expence of 
the faid cftabUfiiment, in fuch a manner as might be more 
iuitable to the cif cumftances of the nation. 

Inconfequetice of the G&ednial Bill, the Parliament was 
duTolved in 1768, and a new one elected. 

Frftm tohat has been ftated, we have melancholy but ind'fc 
putable proof of the impoverifhed ftate of the kingdom, o;-» 
prefled as it was at this period, by a rapidly increafing debt, 
burthedfome taxes, unnecefiary experices, places add pen- 
fions, and evident mifapplication of the public money , — 

Vadcf 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



** Colfetfamea WMm* 

Under tliefe circumftances, the Reprefebtative* rf the 
People made fome ineffe&ual efibrts for the relief of the 
doutrtiy ; but the baneful influence of political corruption 
flill prevailed : nor can it be prefumed that great defidera- 
tam, the Oftennud Billy would have been accomplifhed, 
bad not the public voice fo ftrongly Seconded fuch P&tIwk 
liameqtary exertions a* were ufed to obtain iu 
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Cotfectanea Fottttca, *$ 



chapter iv* 



Seffionsin 1769.— Mr.. Ponfonby eleBed Speaker by the Commons. 
A3 for punifbing the Heart-offleel-boys.— Money Bill origin 
natedinthe Privy Council. — Proceedings tberoon.— Motion in 
the Eoufe of Lords.— Proteft*— Libel on the Irifh Parliament 
ordered to be burned.— Lord Lieutenant protefts againfl the 
Proceedings of the Commons.— His Speech at the dofe of the 
Seffions.— Augmentation of the 4rmy*—8tate of the Publii 
Aocountsin 1769. 



npHE Scffibns in 1769 opened with a new Parliament!— 
-I John Ponfonby, £fq. was ele£ted Speaker to the Houfe 
of Commons :r— Another, meflage was received from the 
JiOrfi Lieutenant, intubating his Majefty's defire that the 
Military Eftabliflunent fliould be augmented. 

An ad was npw pafled in confequcfnte of the infurreftion 
of the Steel-bays in the North, the circumftances of which 
fcavc been already noticed. This aft was not only remark- 
ably fevers, but qonfidere0 as highly, unconditional ; a 
power having thereby been given to try the offenders out of 
the refpeftive counties in which the offences might be com- 
mitted : And fo ftrongly was this proceeding held in detes- 
tation, that in the very firft inftance fome of the delinqnents 
who were brought for trial to Dublin, were there acquitted, 

to 
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to the general fatisfa&ion of the public. It was fome time 
afterwards fotfnd expedient that this aft fhould be repealed* 

Littlcmore was done than the comtndn routine of bufinefs 
daring this Abort Seffion, which hfted only from 17th Odte* 
ber 1769 to 26th. December followtog^-But an attack hav- 
ing been made on the legiflative powers of this kingdom, by 
die origination of a Money Bill in the Privy Council, it was 
moved in the Houfe of Ckmttion* that a Bill, entitled * An 
aft for granting t6 his Majefty the feveral duties, rates, im- 
poiitions and taxes, thereto particularly expreffed, to be ap- 
plied to the payment of the intcreft of thtf fums thereih pro- 
tided for, and toward* the difcharge of the faid principal 
firms" fhould be then read ; which beiAg done, it was moved* 
that this Bill fhould be read a fecond time on the day follow-* 
ing. Thitf motion was negatived ; and it was refolved ftat 
fuch Bill was rejected, becauft it did not take its rife hi that 
Houfe- 

ft was fufpecW* that iri confequence of this proceedings 
the Lord Lieutenant had an intention to enter a proteft 
againft it, and therefore a motion was made in the HouTe of 
Lords, « That the Speaker of this Houfe be deflred that no 
proteft, of any perfon whomfoever, who' is not a Lord of 
Parliament and a Member of this Houfe, and which doth not 
stfpeft a matter which had been previoufly in question before 
this Houfe, and wherein the Lord protefting had taken part 
with the minority, either in perfon or by proaty, be entered 
in the Journals of this Houfe." This motion being negatived, 
occasioned the following Proteft :• 

Dissentient* 

Pirft, « Becaufe we conceive that it is the fole and exclufive 
right and privilege of a Lord of Parliament and a Member' 
of this Houfe, to have his Proteft entered in the Journals of 

tint 
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this Houfe ; and that even a Lord of Parliament and a Mem* 
ber of this Houfe cannot have his Proteft fo entered, except 
4ipon a matter prcvioufly in queftion before this Houfe, 
^Herein the Lord protefting took part witfrthc minority, 
either in perfon or by pf oxy* 

Secondly, *< Becatufe we ioneeive that this regulation of tht 
. privilege of protefting ftands upon the fame principle, in 
consequence of which this privilege hath obtained amotig the 
Lords, and not among the Repfefentatives of the People.— 
The latter, we apprehend, are considered by the conftitutibn 
as aftuated and juftified by the fentiments of thofe whom 
they rdpfefent ; whereas the Lords, who aft not as deputies 
btit iri their owti right, are more perfonally refponfible for 
their conduft td pofterity. The praftice of a permanent 
juftification; alfo fcenw to have been deemed a more neceC- 
fary guard upon a body whofe pother was permanent! Hence 
tre concdive the privilege of protefting arofe ; that a Lord, 
againft whom the majority had declared, might have an op- 
portunity of vindicating himfelf to future time, which the 
original cuftoin of inferting the name of each Lord in the 
Journals, with the part he had taken in the queftion, ren- 
dered more necefTary. And we therefore apprehend, as it 
would be s*bfurd for a Lord td juftify his conduft where he 
had not acted, that the privilege of protefting hath been, by 
reafon, as well as praftice, confined to cafes in which the 
Lord protefting had taken a part, and in which, upon quel- 
tion, the majority had been of a different opinion. 

JThirdly, « Becaufe We cbnCeive that the fcarl o/Strafibrd, 
who firft attempted, and that but in a fingle inftince, to, 
entef his Proteft as Chief Governor upon the Journals of this 
Houfe, Was a perfon of fuch an arbitrary fpirit, and the 
times in which he lived of fo bad an, example, andhisfaid 

Proteft 
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«• CoHettahea poUUca 

Proteft fo informal and faulty in itfelf, that fiich his prdeee** 
tag ought not to he confidered as a precedent. 

Fourthly, « Bejcaufe we apprehend that the only fubfcque** 
inftance, to wit, the Proteft of Lord Sidney, which was 
made in heat by that Goyernor, whofe conduft was difap- 
proved on his recall to England, which fooil followed, and 
founded upon the former example, which ought not to have 
been imitated, was iliil more irregular and improper 5 inas- 
much as it« related to a matter which had never been before 
this Houfe, and refpe&ed the privileges and proceedings o£ 
the other Houfe of Parliament. 

Fifthly, <c Becaufe we conceive it to be peculiarly neceflarjf 
at, this time, to exprefs our fentiments upon this fubje&i 
when we have reafon tQ apprehend that it is intended that ^ 
Proteft be entered upon the Journal* of this Houfe, relative 
to the proceedings and privileges of the other Houfe of 
Parliament, in imitation of the laft mentioned Proteft. 

Sixthly, cc Becaufe we apprehend that we ought not to fufr 
fer this diftinguifliing privilege of the Lords to be invaded 
or aflutoed, hy any perfon, in whatever ftation ; and that 
we Qught particularly to refift any fueh\ attempt, when iff 
may be thought to involve a breach of the privileges of the 
other Houfe of Parliament alfo, and may therefore be pro.* 
du&ive of diffenfion between the two Houfes* 

Lowth, Charlemont, Mountmorres, 
powerscourt, longford. . 

Notwithftanding this meafiire, the Lord Lieutenant after- 
wards went to the Houfe of Lords, and entered his Proteft 
upon the Lords' Journals,' againft the proceedings of the 
Commons, in throwing out the Privy Council Money Bill, 
^Hedging their reafons for fo doing. 

Some 
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CoBfecteneaJgolttica* 69 

. 'Some very fcandalous and illiberal paragraphs now ap- 
peared in one of the London Papers, reflecting on the pro* 
ceedings of the Irifli Parliament, wtych occafiqped a. motion 
to be made that a Paper,, entitled The Public Advertifer, 
printed by H, S. Wood/ally London, Dec. 9th 176$, might 
be read. It contained the following words : " Hibernian 
Patriotifm is a tranfeript of that filthy Idol worshipped at the 
London Tavern ; infolence, aflnmed from an opinjon of 
impunity, lifurps the place which boldnefs againft real inju- 
ries ought to, hold. The refufal of the late Bill* becanfc it was 
not brought in contrary to the practice Of ages, in violation of 
the Conftitution, and to the certain ruin of the dependance of 
Ireland upon Great Britain, is a behaviour more fuiting an* 
army of White-boys, than the grave reprefentatives of a na- 
tion." This is the nioft daring infult that has hitherto been 
offered to Government. // muji he counteracted with firm- 
nefs, or elfe the State is ruined. Let the refrafiory Houfe be 
dijjblved 9 fliould the next copy their example, let it alfo be v 
diflblved ;* and if the fame fpirit of /editions ebfiinacy, fliould 
continue, I know no remedy but one, and it is extremely ob- 
vious. The Parliament of Great BritaiHjj foprirne ovfr 
its conauefisy as well as colonies, and the fervice of the na- 
tion muft not be left undone, on account of the fatlious obfti- 
mcy of a Provincial A/fembly. Let our Legiflature,for they have 
an undoubted right, vote the Irijb fupplies \ and fo fave a nation * 
that their own obftinate reprefentatives endeavour to ruin." 

: Thefe infolent paragraphs being read, it was rch , 
folved, that they were a falfc and infamous libel upon the 
proceedings of that Houfe, a daring invafion of the rights 
t)f Parliament, and calculated to create groundiefs jealoufies 
between his Majefty's faithful fubjedts of Great Britain and 
Ireland : It was therefore ordered that the faid paper fhoui4 
-■ ' V ' ' w \ be 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



be burnt by the handj of the common hangman. This ctr- 
cumftance defervet fome degree of notitc, as i( give* .us a 
■ fpecimen of BritiQi fentiment *d' 4 Jeffiiigr Ireland ***# 
time** 

It is not, however/ extraordinary » that the publifher of ar> 
Englijb New/paper fliould offer this jnfult tp the i*)S& &»<# ; 
inafmueh as' Great Britain laid Ijold of every opportunity to 
affert its power and fupejiorfry pycr $iis country. The foU 
lowing inftancc, pay. fce felefted from .other examples, of 
that nature : At the beginning of the unfortunate cpntef£ 
between Great Britain and America, the Bricifli Hou(e o| 
JLords, in their Addrefs to his Majefty on opening the Scf* 
fion of 1 768, fpeak thus—" At the fame time that we fhall 
be always ready to contribute ro t^e relief of any real griev- 
ance of your Majefty's American fubjects, we moft unfeign- 
ediy give your Majefty the ftrongeft aifurances that we fhaU 
ever zealoufly concur in fupport of fuch juft and ae^eilary 
xneafures as may beft enable your Majeity to reprefs that, 
daring fpirit pf djfqbedience, andjo enforce a due /ubmiffion 
to the laws : always confidering that it is one of our moft ef- 
fential duties, to maintain inviolate the fupreme authority of 
the Legtjlatute of Great Britain over every part of the domi- 
nions of your Majefty s Cr$wn." — The fpirit which dictated 
thefe expreffions, loft to Great Britain her 4> me ™ an CW& 
nieSf 

As tjiere was now fome reatbn to apprehend, that this 
Seffion would terminate before the ufual time, the rjoufe of 
Commons refoived that it was their undoubted privilege to 
addrefs the Chief Governor, to know whether l*e-had any 
inftruftions or entertained any intentions to prorogue Parliar 
ment at an ufual feafon ; *n addrefs was therefore agreed 

tq, 

* The Common* of Ireland, ; although in general tenaciou* of their pri- 
vilege to originaic Money Bills, had not exercifedit, with fo much warmth* 
fincc the reign of William the 3<J, in i6oi. 
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eoilectafiea faAitit* n\ 

*o f whereby it was requefted his Excellency would inform 
the Houfe whether he had any inftradions or had any in- 
tention to * prorogue the preterit Parliament fooner than 
tifual. — To which addrefs . the following anfwer was ri* 
turned : ' ' ' k * 

« pentlemen, 

" I SHALL be always defirous of complying with your 
requeft'wlien I can do it with propriety. I do not think: 
myfelf authorifed to difdofe his Ma jetty's inftru&ons to 
me, upon any (bbjeft, without haying received his Majefty's 
commands (of fo doing. With regard to my intentions, 
Jthcy will be regulated bj his Majefty's inftruftions, and 
future events? ; ' fc - 

* 

On the 26th December 17^9, >is Excellency pat an end 
totbeSeffion, and made the following fpeech ; 

f ' Mj Lotdf ar\d Qentlemen> 

"THE attention you hive (hewn to the great objecT? 
wfcch have been particularly recommended ' by me to your 
corifccleration, and the provifions which * have been made 
for the fafety and fecurity of this kingdom, call upon me> 
pot only to exprefs my approbation of, but to thank you, a* 
1 now do, for your copduft in thefe particulars. 

« c Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons $ 

** IT is with great pleafure that I thank you, in his Ma* 
ieAy's name, for the fupplies which you have granted, and 
the provifion which you have made, for the prefent eftablifl*- 
fpent, the public credit, and the fafety of this kingdom. 

u. ./,' . t . , 

"When 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



$* <^Bectene a politic 

j " When I firft met you in Parliament, as I kaeqr and 
could rely upqn, it, that nothing could move from his Ma- 
jefty but what would be expreffive of his conftaat and ar- 
.dent flefire to maintain ai*d prefefve every conftitutional 
right to his people, I little thought that any thiqg would 
happen, during the courfe of this feffion, that could pof- 
Cbly affeft the juft rights of his Majefty* arid of thd Crown 
of Gnat Britain^ fo as to afford his Majefty any juft caufe of 
diflatisfattion, and make it neceflary for me, , fpecially to 
afiert and yincfccate thofe rights. 

\ ** It is therefore with great cpncern that I have feed and 
obferved, in the Votes and Journals of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, printed by your order, a late proceeding by you, of 
fuch a nature, and of fuch effeft; with refpccT; to the rights 
of his Majefty, and the Crown of Great Britain, as to inakc 
it neceflary for me, on this day, and in this place, to take 
notice of, and anknadyert thereupon ; I mean, the vote antl 
refolution of the twenty-firft day of November laft, by 
which you, Gentlemen ofithe Houfe of Commons, declare, 
that a Bill, entitled, An Aft for granting tq his Majefty th$ 
feveral duties, rates, impofitions and taxes, therein p;irticu> 
larly exprefled, to be applied to the payment of the intereft of 
the fums therein provided for, and towards the difcharge of 
the faid principal fums, in fucli a manner as is therein direct- 
ed, which had been duly certified from hence to his Majefty, 
and, by his'Majefty, had been tranfmitted in due form, unde*r 
the great feal of Great Britain, and which had been read a 
firft time by you, and which was reje&ed by you on that day, 
was fo rejected, becaufq it did not take it$ rife in your Houfe. 

{< This vote, and this refolution of yours, declaring that 
the faid Bill was rejected, becaufe it did not take its rife in 
your Houfe, being contrary to the afts of Parliament of this 
jjringdom of the 8th of Henry Vllth, and the 3d and 4th of 
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PhUip ?nd Majrji, qg4 ^xe ufage au^d practice ever $acs>r«nd 
. intrenching uppn the ju# rights of bis Mafcftyj aD ^ *** c 
Crown pf Great Britain, to trfwfmjt fuck.;ftijls $a be -treated 
gf an4 pqpii<tert4 «n Parlianient h$rq ; I am n<jw to rfTcrt 
.Jtfs'AfcfaftS 9 ? Rpyal Authority and t^t rigfrfof tfce Crown 
of Qjse^t Britain, jn.&i* wipfft, pnd in fuch a manner as may 
^jH^gfrpablic andperm^ent j ^nd ther^qre Jdoher$, ia 
fuU.p£r%np&t^majp #ry du^c. PtfQtcft ^gainft.tbc.fa^ 
vote an^l i^Jutionc*f.4he,JJoufeof Cotninons, by wh}c|i 
you, Gentlemen, of th# Houfe, declare that the faid Bill 
*K& rejec^jsd by ypu, becaufe it did, nof talpfc its rife in your 
Houfe, and againft the entries of the faid vote and fefolu- 
tions, which remain in the Journals of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. -■!'...... 

«' Attdldbre^uiretheCrerkbf^aHoufelJOWtoread 
rty feid Proteft, stad to 1 enter it in the journals of this Houfe, 
that kmay there 1 remain to 4uture*ages, as a vindication of 
%hk undoubted rigjhts and authority* of his Majefty, and of 
the rights of thc^CroWn ^of Qreai Ihifoi/r'm this particular. 5 

- « In 1 thisProtefti I thldt niyfelf warranted in all refpecTs, 
and if it need, as I concede it doth not, any other ftrength 
than that it derives from the ftatutes which I -have mention- 
ed, and from the ufage and practice ever fince, it would be 
found in that precedent which appears in the Journals of 
this Houfe of the 3d day of Nov. 1692, under the reign of 
that glorious and immortal Prince King William the Third, 
the great deliverer of thefc kingdoms, and the conftant and 
magnanimous affertor and preferyer of the civil and religi . 
ous rights of mankind." 

The Commons gave orders to the Clerk, that this fpegch 
fliould not be entered on their Journals. 

Vot. I. F The 
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The committee of fupply , this year, voted an augmentation 
dt the army, whereby it was now increafed to 15,235* ef- 
fective men, comhiiffion and non-commiffion officers in- 
cluded. This created expence to the nation, ^hofe debt 
'for two years ending Lady-day 1769, amounted- to 
628,8831. 17s. io|d. The portions during the fame? pe- 
'riod amounted to 177,0521. 11s. 5fd. * The Parliament* 
^eing prorogued in December, did not again meet until 
''1771. And it is 'more than probable, that it would 
-have been ' poftponed by different prorogations confider'- 
ably longer, had not circumftances rendered its meeting 
highly necefiary. x :; -'''" 

An addrefs was tranfmitted to his Majefty from the Cor- 
poration of the city of Dublin, under their Common Seal, 
bearing date 29th October 1770, wherein they humbly; in- 
form him, that from fome*defe£ts in the laws Relative tp qoro, 
flpwer, and other neceffaries of li^ and in the laws affeS- 
jqg the police of that pi$y f (a. Auction in. which they could 
only be relieved by the jpeetiiigof Earliaigentjj 14s Majeifly "s 
fubjefts there experienced many and great difficulties, and 
apprehended yet greater * and , th«efore^e£pught hij, Ma- 
jefty to grant them fuch relief, as in bia Royal wifdopi he 
fliould think fit. . . ? 
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CHAPTER V. 



;.:v*l*..-2 



S^fo/9 i/i 1 77 1. — Mr. Ponfonby's rejignation as Speaker*— Mo- 
tion fo^an Addrefsto his Mojeflyon the State of Affairs.— 
Proceedings in the BritiJJt Parliament relative to Ire/and.— 
Protefi of the Lords during the former Sejfton. — ^Committee 
appointed to take into Confideration the Linen Trade, t*fc . — 
Proceedings iheresponj— Death of Dr: Lucas* — ConclufM of 
Lord Town/bend's Adminyi*ation.—QBfervations on Poyubtg* 

; : Law. '" * j' '< r 



*T^HE new Seffioijt (ommeacect 26th February V77 i 2 a^ 
r -*; r w,hich time the Lord Lieutenant obferved in his fpeech, 
Jh^ the then high price of corn was an object of* the firift 
importance and demanded the moft ferious attention - K at 
the fame time he recommended the continuance or revjval 
of fuch laws as (hould be found to be immediately neceflary 
for the general good of this country. AddrefTes were 
pafl*ed as ufual to his Majefty by both Houfes, and, alfo to 
the Lord Lieutenant ; and the Commons in their Addrefs to 
the former, acknowledged with the moft perfect lubmiffion, 
that they were ever tenacious of the honour of granting fup- 
plies to his Majefty, and of being the fertt movers therein, 
as they were the voluntary tribute of grateful hearts to £he 
beft of Monarchs ; and they moft humbly befought his 
Majefty that he would not permit their zeal in this particu- 
lar to be conftrued into an invafion of his Royal Authority, 

F 2 than 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



7* €m&$m mfiitii&> 

than which nothing' was more diftant from their thdughtf. 
They like wife returned their moft humble thanks to his Ma- 
jefty for continuing his Excellency Lord Town/bend in the 
Government of this kingdom, l 

In confequence of thefe Addrefles agreed to by the Com- 
mons, the Speaker wrote the following letter which was 
communicated to that Houfe ; 



**f To the HoHonralh the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. 

** Gentlemen, • . o ... -v 

** When I had the- honour of being tmanknoufly ele&ed 
to the Chair of the Houfe of Commons, I entered on that 
high office full of the warmeft fentiments of loyalty tct his 
Majefty, and firm determination to dedicate my wholfc en- 
deavours to preferve and tranfmit to my fucceflbr, inviolate, 
the rights and privileges of the Commons of Inland. But 
t>n the laft day of the laft Seffion of Parliament, his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant was pleafed to accufe the Cdkn- 
irions oiF a great crime, which I am confident was far from 
their intentions, as it ever was, and ever (hall be far ffoih 
mine, that of intrenching upon his Majefty's Royal power 
arid 7 authority, and the juff arid undoubted rights of tlie 
Crown of Great Britain ; and as it lias pleafed the Houfe of 
'Commons to take the JSrft opportunity after this tranfaftion, 
of teftifying their approbation of his Excellency, by voting 
him an Addrefs of Thanks this Seffion V and as the delivery 
of fuch' approbation to his Excellency is incidental to the 
office of Speaker, I beg leave to inform you, that as fuch 
'thanks fceni to me to* convey a cenfure ' of the proceedings, 
and '% relinquifliment of the privileges of the Commons, 
my refpeft to them muft prevent my being the inftrument 
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*f -delivering fuch Addrefi ; find therefore T requeft you 
way cleft another Speaker, wfeo may iiotthtafciitch conduflt 
iflCGpafifteflt with his honour. * v • 

*< I am, Gentlemen, your mpft obliged, 
#« And mofjb humble Servant, 

« JOHN PONSONBY, Spealfr* 

The Commons having hereupon proceeded to eleft a new 
Speaker, fidmond Sexton Pery y Efq. (afterwards created Lord 
JPery) wa$ appointed in the room of Mr. Penfonby^ whofe 
furrender evinced the dignity of his fpirit and the purity of 
Jus principles. 

The internal fituatiwi of affairs, during this Seffion, ms^ 
be difcovered from the following motion, which was made 
13th May 1 77 1, in the Commons, viz* : « That an hum- 
ble Addrefs hs prefented to his Majefty, expreffing that hi* 
faithful Commons of Ireland haye been always mod ready to 
repofe the utmoft truft in the perfons employed in high au- 
thority under his JMajefiy \ that therefore his faithful Com- 
mons did confidently hope, that a law for fecuring the in* 
dependency of th£ Judges of tjiis kingdom would have 
paged ; . fuch a law having been recommended, and prom\fe$ 
J>y his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the fpeech from 
the Throne, in the fir^ Seffion of his Excellency's Govern- 
ment. That in like manner, his Excellency having recom- 
mended to this Houfe, in his fpeech from the Throne, this 
prefent Seffion of Parliament, an attention to the high price 
of corn*, his Majefty -s faithful Commons did flatter them- 
felves that the tillage of this kingdom would have, received 
jmcourrgement, but that on the contrary, in a Seffion pro- 

F 3 fefledly 

4i » " ■ "" i>""i ' <" '. 1 ' ' " . " 1 ■> ■■'>■ . r ■ 

• Comm. Jouru. V<rf. xnr. 
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19 CoHectanea Foltttta, 

fcfledTy tailed for the making and renewing ufeful laws, his 
Majefty's- Commons have the unspeakable grief to find, that 
two laws heretofore enafted, arid tranfmitted this Seffion, in 
order to be continued and revived, the one for the benefit of 
tillage, and for the reftraining of diftillefies, the other for a 
bounty on the carriage of corn coaft ways, have not been re- 
turned, though calculated to meet and correfpond with the 
wifhes of Goyerncnent exprefied from the Throne, refpecl- 
ing tha.t important article to the community ; whereby £his 
kingdom hath been debarred of two ufeful laws, the falutary 
effefts of which it had formerly experienced, and which the 
prefent circumftances of this country, and the morals of the 
people, peculiarly require. That the fuppreflion of thefe 
Bills, and the unexpected alteration of others, whereby the 
hopes of this country, founded in the declarations of his 
Majefty's fervants here, have been fruftrated, tend to weaken 
the confidence of the public in his Majefty's Ministers,- fq 
eflential to the dignity of the Crown, and to the happinefs of 
thefubjeft. That both public and private credit are in a 
very low ftate. That Government fecurities, which ufed to 
bear a confidcrable premium, cannot now be circulated at 
far. That money can fcarcely be pbtaiaed, and the price of 
land is falling. That thefe circumftances cannot fail to be 
attended by melancholy and anxious apprehenfions, in the 
moft loyal of his Majefty's fubjefts. And humbly implor- 
ing that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to take fuch 
fteps for the remedy thereof,' as his Majefty's Royal wifdorri. 
and benignity fhall fuggeft. w This motion, however, was 
negatived, though it certainly contained a true ftatement pf 
fafts. ' %> "' '' 

The Commons; however, in this Seffiori, Rifely turned 
theirattention to ceconomy, and refufed to make provifions 
for certain penfions, which had been granted to individuals. 
They difcovered grofs errors in the public accounts, on 

* '""'• , ."-- ~ - '- which 
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which they arraigned and condemned the Excife Board, 
and Spiritedly refolyed that the abilities and eflential interefts 
of the nation fhould be the meafures of the fupply. But, 
notwithftanding thefe virtuous efforts, (fays Mr. Mullalld\ 
the national debt was increafing, and taxes accumulating to 
an enormous extent ; the country was alfo illiberally re- 
ftricled in every branch of its commerce, a meafure ruinous 
to Ireland, and really ferviceable to the rivals, if not the. 
enemies of Great Britain*. * This latter circumftance after- 
wards induced the Speaker upon prefenting the Money Bills^ 
» 1 772,^0 declare, that he ".hoped the Comnioos would not. 
only be. entitled to his Majefty's countenance and protection, 
but to an extenjion of their commerce, by which alone they could, 
entertain any reasonable, expectation of being able much, 
longer to fupport the expence of the eftablilhments. ,, \ 

The augmentation of the army, which has. been already 
noticed, made it neceflary now to order, that 2oq,oooU 
fhould be borrowed to make good that expence. The 
amount of Pen/tons had increafed, and the national debt, 
at Lady-day 1771, amounted to fcpyzgsds J"!'* * 

ltmay»be proper here to obfervc that the oppofitiqn. 
given to the meafures of Adminiftration during the laft two, 
years, particularly with refpect to. the rejected Money Bill in 
1769, did not fail to draw the attention even of the Brttijb 
Parliament, where in confequence of the prorogation of the 
Irifh Parliament on that occafion, a motion was made by a 
Member of the Houfe of Commons, *« That the inftrucYions 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by which he prorogued 
the Parliament, might be laid before that Houfe/' This 
motion was not only feconded, but propofed to be extended, 
F 4 by 

• View of Irifh Affairs, &e. Yol.;*d. f Comm. Jour, Vol; xy. 
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by rooting that Ml : the papers relative to the IriQi Augmen- 
tation BiH, fhotrld be laid before therri. 

In the debates upon this fubjeft, many parts of the late 
conduft of Government, in the adminiftration of the af- 
fairs of this country, underwent the fevered ftri&ures. It 
was faid, that having cajoled the Parliament of Ireland out 
of a large fum of money, for the purpofes of a military aug- 
mentation in a time of profound peace, and having thought it 
perfe&Iy conftitutional then, to receive it from thereprefenta- 
tives of the people ; the money was no fooner received, than 
they abridged the right of the Commons in granting it, and 
infifted that the money bills belonged entirely to the Privy 
Council : that admitting for a moment their own principle. 
Government had not a right to take the money, if Parlia- 
ment had not a right to give it, and they fhoald either re- 
fufe the fupply, or t have acquiefced in the legality of the 
g^ant. That the more the conduct of adminiftration in this 
refpeft was examined, the more it would be found perplexed, 
inconfiftent, and tyrannical : the Deputy, having obtained 
the money, returns thanks to the two Houfes for their libe- 
rality, and after he has politely complimented their munifii 
cence, he enters a Proteft upon the Journals of the Lords, 
and informs the whole world that they were not authorized 
to exert it. 

That the laws of Great Britain had been violated, and its 

dignity facrifjeed, to deceive their fellpw-fubje&s in the fifter 

nation out of their property ; for that the promife which 

the Chief Governor had made to the Irifli Houfe of Com* 

mons, to induce them to confent tcj the augmentation, viz, 

that 12,000 men (hall be conftantly Rationed among them, 

was not only giving up the prerogative of the Crown, but 

was alfo direftly repugnant to two Engiifh ftatutes, by which 

■ the 

* It muft be obferved, that- the rejected Bill provided only for the ex- 
penditure of three months ; but the Commons patted a Bill' -which provided 
for the expences of two years, and the fupply granted amovmtc4 to 2,*68,68il 
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the difc/hion as well as the command, of all the land and 
iea forces, are made* inherent in the Crown ; but that by 
thi$ promife, the; fpirit and obvious meaning of thefe law? 
is defeated, and the difpofal of the 12,000 troops is not vir- 
tually in the Sovereign,, but actually in the Irifli Parliament, 
That in whatever light this matter was confidered, whether 
as diminlfhing the Royal Prerogative for the purpofe of atw 
tifice, or defeating the defign of Engliih AGs of Parliament, 
for the ihameful end of deluding the fellow-fubje&s in Ire* 
land out of a fupply, in either cafe it was a matter that merit* 
cd the ftri&eft enquiry. 

It was contended, that the law called Poyning's is no au- 
thority for this violent procedure. THAT law gives to the 
Privy Council the privilege of certifying Parliamentary Bills 
to this kingdom ; but the privilege of certifying, by no 
means includes the juft authority of originating. . 

The conduft of a minifterial officer, who had declared in 
jthe IriCh Houfe of Commons, that the Privy Council Mofcey 
Pill was a fine for the renewal pf Parliament, was fcverely ' 
animadverted upon. It was faid, that this was an avowal 
pf oppreffion and defpotifm in the extreme - f that it was at 
once laying by the mafle, and eppfidently telling the fubjeft, 
that he fhall not poflefs his abfolute right, unlefs he pays 
the Minifter for' indulging him with it. 

• Upon the whole, it was faid, that they were called upon 
by every motive, to enquire into the caufes of the prefent 
deplorable ftate of their fifter and neighbouring ifland, anU 
as they were endowed with a coercive power over Minifter* 
m every part of the Britilh dominions, to give that redrefs 
, fo the people of Ireland which their own Parliament could 
not granr ; and that they were even led by their intereft to 
purfue thofe meafures, which yrere at the fame time evi- 
dently diftated by their juftice. 

. ...... ^ 
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On the other fide, the neceffity of preforming a due Aibor*- 
dination in every part of the empire was enlarged upon ; 
that a controling power muft be lodged (bmewherc % that 
the vaft body of the BritiCh territories cannot fubfift with- 
out a head \ and that it is fitter for the varions dependencies, 
which England had protected for fo long a feries of years, to 
obey her Jaws, than for Ireland to think of dictating to their 
protectors. That it is amufing as well as furprifing, to fee 
the very meafures which are taken for maintaining the au- 
thority of Great Britain, pointed out by the oppoiition, 
as a degradation of their honour, and a facrifice of the royal 
prerogative, 

That the reafon of the Parliamentary prorogation, was 
the folicitude of the very Minifters who ar^e now reviled, to 
preferve 4 the dependence of Ireland upon Great Britain. — 
That the Irifh Houfe of Commons entered into refolutions 
contrary to Poyning's law \ into refolutions which confequent- 
ly (hook the foundation of Britifh authority over Ireland, 
and therefore the Parliament was prorogued ; and that the 
* mariner of the prorogation was warranted no lefs by prece- 
dent, than juftified by reafon. That the prorogation was 
unavoidable, and the Minifter would highly merit an im- 
peachment, If he had not urged the expediency and necef- 
fity of it. 

That the charge of violating the laws of England, and 
relinquishing ; the royal prerogative, by the promife givento 
the Irifh Parliament, was equally grouncJlefs. That the 
Crown has, certainly, a right of difpofing of the land and. 
fea force as it pleafes ; and the Crown, therefore, fixations 
i2,poo men conftantly in Ireland, agreeable to this right; 
yet the exercife of the right, and the actual execution of 
the Englifh laws, is now faid to be repugnant to two Englifh 
Adb of Parliament, and a relinquishment of the royal pre* 
yogative. * • • 

That 
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That great complaint havingbeen made, that among the other 
laws of public utility, which had expired in IrelancJ, in con- 
sequence of the late prorogation, the tax upon hawkers and 
pedlars, which was appropriated to the fociefy for the build- 
ing and maintaining of Proteftant Charter Schools, had 
aUb ceafed, by which that excellent inftitution would be to- 
tally and irretrievably ruined 5 the Minifter, upon this occa- 
sion, had pledged himfelf, that any loft refulting to the incor- 
porated fociety from that meafure, {hould be made good from 
the privy purfe. 

Though the motion was not carried, it fliews the light in 
whjlch the affairs of this country were viewed by many re- 
sectable characters in the Parliament of Great Britain. — 
Several Members of the Jloufe of Lords in Ireland, at this 
time,alfo expreffed t^eif disapprobation of that part of thp 
Addrefs of that Houfe, returning thanks to his Majefty for 
continuing Lord Townfhend in the yiceroyaltv ? and tjip 
following Proteft was entered ; 

** DlSSENTJENT, 

Firft, " Becaufethe repeated proofs we have of his Ma* 
jetty's paternal tcndernefs toward? his people convince us, 
that a mifreprefentation of his faithful Commons could 
alone have determined his Royal Breaft to exert his undoubt- 
ed prerogative of proroguing his Parliament, at a crifis wheij. 
the expiration of laws, effential to the well-being of this 
kingdom, feemed peculiarly to point out the mpft urgent 
demand for the affiftflUce of the Legislature ; at a time 
when the Commons had given a recent efficacious teftimony 
of their unremitting zeal for his Majefty's fervice by voting 
an augmentation of his Majefty *s forces, a meafure which 
had been -rcpfefented to Parliament as highly acceptable to 
the King ; at a feafon too when the fuddennefs of this unex- 
pected mark of Royal difpleafure rendered its confequences 

almoft 
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atmoft. irretrievably fetal to the nation, infomuch that we 
fee, with the deepeft concern, an extraordinary deficiency 1 
in his Majefty's revenue, proceeding from the declining ftate' 
of our credit, trade, and manufactures, thereby occafioned; 

Secondly, " Becaufe the unbounded confidence we re- 
pofe in his Majefty's inviolate regard to the fundamental" 
principles of the Conftitution aflures us, that the attempt 
which has been lately made to infringe that balance indefea- 
fibly infeparable from its very formation, by entering upon 
the Journals of this Houfe a Proteft, animadverting upon 
the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, wastherefult 
of pernicious counfels, infidioufly calculated to alienate the 
affections of the moft loyal fubjefts from the moft amiable 
of Princes •, an opinion in which we conceive ourfelves by 
to much the better founded, as this unconftitutional exten- 
sion is unprecedented, fave only ip one ipftance, which was 
followed bjrthejuft difapprobation of the Sovereign, teftified 
by the immediate removal of the Chief Governor. Wd 
further conceive, that, as the conftitution of this kingdom 
is, in refpeft to the diftincl: departments of the fcrown, the 
Lords, and the Commons, one and the fame with that of 
Great Britain, we ihould depart, not only from our duty to 
our King, and to this our country, but likewife from that 
which we owe to Great Britain, if in our high capacity, of 
hereditary great Council of Ireland to the Crown, we fhould 
acquiefce under an attempt, which rpanifeftly tends to fuh? 
vert that reciprocal independence of the three eftates, whicl| 
is the bafis of its fecurity. 

Thirdly, w Becaufe the juftice and piety which Anne con* 
fpicuous in our Sovereign as well in his domeftic life as on 
the Throne, do not fiiffer us to fuppofe, that tfee di%iffioa 
of trufty Nobles and Commoners from his Majefty's Privy 
Council (the former only becaufe they naade a juft egfrcife 

of 
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v$ tb&t Kefrcditafcy Hirth*right as Peer*;of the Rdalm, tU 
fatter on account o**y df their PavKbmeirtary conduct) ant 
have proceeded from the truly, informed intention of far 
great and good a Prince. 

Fourthly, « Becaufe a moderation, firmnefc, cofififienty* 
a due diftinclive regard to. all > ranks of porfons^ al icgtiliv 
fyftern of adminiftratkra, being, as we\coiwxtve, mdtfpen* 
(ably reqaifitc to the fupport and dignity of Government, 
and to the conduct of his Majefty's afiatrs^we cannot* with* 
out violation of truth and juftice, return thanks to the King 
for continuing a Ghiel Governor, who, in contempt of all 
forms of bufinefs, and rules of decency heretofore refpoft* 
pd by his predeceffors, fe a&uited onty by the moft arbitrary 
caprice* to the ctetriiaent of his Majefty's intereft, to the 
injury of this oppreflfed country, and to the unfpcakaUt 
Vexation of perfons of every condition. 

« Leinster, Louth, Powerscourt, , 
. « Lisle, Shannon, Loncford, 

« JJaLTiVgLASS, liANESPOROUGH t . 
" MoLESWORtH,. MOHLNINCTON, 

" Bective, Moira, Mountcashell, 
" Cha^kmo^t, Bbj-j-amqnt*" 

. The Iriflbt Parliament again met purfuant to prorogation 
on the 8th of October 177 1. The Addre/s of the Coauqonj 
to his Majefty contained the ufual expreflions of approba- 
tion for the continuance of the Viceroy, and pf affection tp 
their Sovereign, and obferved with concern the illegal a£ 
locations and outrages Hill committed in this kingdom, par- 
ticularly in fome places in the North. To the Addrefs this 
amendment was propofed, but negatived--". That we are 
ready, with our lives and fortunes to fupport his Majefty's 
Crown arid dignity. That our hope for redrefs where we 
are aggrieved, is founded in his Majefty's paternal benevo- 
* lence. 
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lente. -To pour out our unfeigned thanks to his Majefrjr 
for the bloffings we derive from bis auspicious reign, and 
with hearts flowing with attachment to his Perfon and Fa- 
mily, to lament that we cannot without mifihforming our 
Sovereign, enumerate amongft thofe bleffings, the continu- 
ance of his Excellency Lord Town/bend in the Government 
of'tbia kingdom.*? : Several other amendments' and : altera- 
tion* *e*e 4neffeftuaHy propofed ; there was a majority fuf- 
£cicttt to iupport the meafures of Adminiftration, and every 
effort pn behalf, of the country was made in vain. I . •> 

J -It was, however, refolved, That it wasthenneceffaryto 
declares that the condition of this kingdom required that 
*ii practicable retrenchment mould foe made in its expences, 
JClitififteAt* with the true intereft of this kingdom and the 
honourable fupport of his Majefty's Government. 

The Lord Lieutenant now . informed Parliament that he, 
had Veceived his Majefty's letters appointing certain perfons 
therein named to the number of five, to be Commiffioners 
of Excife, and certain other perfons to the number of /even 
to be Commiffioners of Cujtoms.' 

A committee was appointed this Seffion to take into con- 
fideration^the ftate and management of the linen manufac- 
ture in this kingdom, and as the following extracts from 
papers laid before them, 'ihfcw not only the ftate of this 
kingdom at that period refpe&ing its linen trade, but alfb 
the conduit of England toward this country a't, and fiibfe- 
qtient to, the devolution, the reader will excufe their being 
given fo much at large. 

A Reprefentation of the Progrefs §f the Linen and Hempen 
ManufaSlures of Ireland, and her Title to Encouragement and 
Precedence in theft Manufactures ; 

This 
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This kingdom h*$:been pofieffed of. an expert trade in 
the linen and hempen mamjfa&ures upwards qf two hundred 
years, as appeateby,afts of Parliament; *nd exifting, reggrdij 

a and probably from a much earlier periods Vide i. • ., i A 

...... y < 

This country has been aMb poffeflid of an export trade, 
in the woollen manufacture for the fame time, until reftrain- 
ed therein, for the following confederations, in jl^B. Vide 2. 

>;■ ';..•. .*.»..'.'• y.L^ . 1 -»■ • : t .'-'.r. •; • •' * 

: . The fi>ft Stomal overture to.this kingdom, j far rdinqtkUh- 
ing the woollen, trade ^except in fome -lower branches) and 
attaching itfelf to the linen, that it might not interfere wfck 
the trade of England, was made by Sir William Temple, in 
an Effay wrkteri atvthc ntqiieft'.of :Loird <EJe#, then Lord 

Xieutenant of hekmd, dated" Bublm* 2 2d J*ty> 1673 $ 
wherein he mentjousjhe. fuperior fitnejfe of rhis country for 
the linen manufaftarfej and the advantage, that would arife 
to both kingdom3> from making this ifland the feat of that 

iabric. ;Jid*3* . . X .: , ■ • ■• . 

Had Sir William Temple confidered the linen and hempen 
manufactures as a trade in the poffeffion of England, d£* fo 
well adapted to it as the woollen, he could not. have recom- 
mended to Ireland to relinquifh the latter, and adopt the 
former, to the prejudice. of . the ftaple of England. « 

This proportion was taken up by the Parliament of Eng- 
land, in 1698, with a pofitive promife, on the part D&thi 
King, Lords, and Commons of England, to give all poffible 
encouragement to the linen and. hempen manufactures \nlre- 
land) withput any ieftri£iQj» or limitatio« whatfocver. Fide^L 

In the fpeech from the Throne to the Irjjb Parliament, 
2fi\x t Sept l em]bex % . *$9%* Tbc adoption of the hnen and 
hempen in preference to the woollen manufacture, is ftrongly 
recommended and enforced. Vide 5. 

In 
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6*«lf*er to this fpeech, both Haifa agreed that the? 
W<m4<! apply their attention to the linen and hempen man** 
fa&nres, and in confequence they paffed a law thii Seffions , 
impofing a tat on /*jA woollen manufa£hires exppfted, 
amounting to a prohibition (frize excepted) ; the exporta- 
tion of which hath been fince prohibited. VUe & 

The diftrefs which Jr*Aw</ fuffered immediately ty this 
difcouragement, and, in effect, fuppreffion of her woollen 
-trtd*, the defertioA of her woollen, manufa&ures, and. the 
fetal confequences which £he experienced therefrom, are 
notorious* Vide 7. 

Subfequent to 1698, Irehnd> after a long ftruggle, opt- 
pdfed by the eftabli&ed linen trade of Germany* Holland 
mad France, then in full pofleffion of the Englijfi market, 
{and at an enormous expence to the public) made a confider- 
ftbie pfrogrefs in the linen and hempen manufactures, when 
the hempen manufactures received a fatal chgck, 33 Get. II. 
by a tax on fail-cloth, made of Irtfh hemp. Vide 8. 

The linen mannfa&ure has fince received a codfiderairfc 
wound, by the bounty granted on cheques, Src. and fhouid 
that bounty be increafed'to three-half -pence per yard, it 
would be fatal in its operation to the linen taahufaftuve e£ 
Ireland^ as it would give an advantage of upwards of 30I. per 
cent, on linen yarn to manufacturers in Britain? ov*r manur- 
fofiurer* in Ireland. Videy* 

A bounty on cottons would not only operate ag|dmft the 
linen manufacture, but the woollen manufefture of England 
alfo. 

Thus it appears, that firt trant of inforftiation, and by 

She error of ftibfeqaettt Parliwfients, tttlmd hath" not re- 

J". • ceived 
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fCcired as much -encouragement in the linen and hempen 
manufaSrures as was fc4en#ily promifed in 169$, by the King, 
Lords and Commons of England, and was pur chafed by va- 
luable ccfrifidertrtion, at that period, on the part of Ireland, 
£jy detachrog herfelf from the woc4Jen manufa&ure, whilft 
4he hath beea ftiH farther reftrained in the woollen manu- 
facture than was even defired in 1698, having been deprived 
gf the export of frize. 

The bounties aHb granted in Gnat Britain, Qnthe expor- 
tation of Britijh and Iri/b linens therefrom, are miftaken as 
Ito their bperation, being in effect a. premium -in part on Bri- 
tijh linens, to the disadvantage of the linen manufactures of 
Ireland 1 for the whfcle bounty is received without deduction 
cto Brittj/b Knens, whereas, in refpeft of Irijft linens, they 
foffer the deduction pf freight, fa&oragc, riik, intereft, an4 
other contingencies* Vide 10. 

Tfee intie6 and bounties dated in the ift and ?d propofi? 
lions* m a Paper, entitled, Thoughts on tbfi Britijh Manufafi- 
tvre, would encourage an illicit trade, as by. that Paper the 
wfcoie <Iaty payable on fo-eign linen, would amount tp about 
40I. percent, anJ the general bounty on exportation" of 
iineaa about 12I. per cent, which put together, wouTd be 52I. 
per cent, in favour of Smugglers to introduce foreign linens, 
and pafs them as home-made linens Qn exportation. 

|t is agreed, tfrat a new valuation of all foreign linens 
ought to take place, and a regulation to be afcertained of the 
duties payable on the import of them, either ad valorem, or 
in fach other mode as tp give Sufficient advantage to the 
home manufacture in the Britj/b market ; and alfo, that 
fach.meafares be taken, as if poffible to remove thedifcou- 
t«gemcHt on our exports to Spain, Portugal, &c. it being 

YpU I. # Q notorious 
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notorious that oar linens pay' 14I. per cent, on their impact 
into Spain, whilft the French pay only 4L per cent. Fide 1 1. 

It is obvious, from the flow progrefs of the linen and 
hempen manufactures for many years after the Revolution, 
that no encouragements can immediately eftabiifli -a manu- 
facture, and it is as obvious; that one imprudent aft may 
defeat the progrefs of half a century ; as appears by the 
operation of the Statutes 13 Quetfn Elizabeth and 23 Geo.U. 
againft fail-cloth made of Irijk hemp. ' *■ - • ■* 



Ireland poflefles advantages for carrying on the linen and 
terhpen mamifa&ures, fuperior to any part df the Brittfb 
dominions, in cheapnefs of labour, fuel, convenience of 
rivers for mills and bleadi-yards, and the fitnefs of the foil 
for raifing hemp and flax. ,.;.«. -. • 

As the laws of Britain are now conftituted, Ireland has 
been corffihed tb'thc linen manufacture,' and cirCtamfcribed 
even in that ; how far the fir ft' is agreeable to policy, .or the 
compact, 1* fiibmitted: But* it feeras to be univorfally 
agreed, that it would be itidre for the intereft of Great Bri^ 
to'« to promote arid' dncdurage, as far as poffible, the linen 
I trade of Ireland, rather than in any (hape what foe ver to cir- 
cumfcribc prreflrairt it. * •• * ' 

Upon the wjiole we arc of opinion, that it would be more 
advantageous to Great Britain arid to tyelandj that no foreigtf 
linen, imported into Great Britain, fhould be entitled to any 
drawback whatfoevef on^xportation ; and we alfo appre- 
hend, th^ levying any duties, or tax, upon the exportation 
of cheques, ftaiiied linens," or fail-cloth from Ireland, is fo 
far an infringement df that general encouragement promifed 
to us, on" our*elinquiihing the woollen trade. We there- 
fore moft earneftly defire, tkat if it fhall be thought proper 
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by the Britijh Parliament, to give any bounties what&ever, 
in favour of the Britifh manufacturer of linen, of any fort, 
fuch bounty may be fully extended to Ireland, and fo far in- 
creafed as to put the Irijh manufacturer on a par with the 
Britijh manufacturer, which is not now the cafe, as the frijk 
manufacturer, on account of diftance, freight, factorage, and 
other expences, cannot bring his goods to ti^arket on equal 
terms with the Britijb manufacturer. 

By Order of the Trufte.cs of the 

Linen Manufacture of Ireland, 

BROGHILL NEWBURGH, % S«c; 

£iriw-OjJ£ce, Dublin-Gaftle, 
2%th May, 1 77 1. 

No. i. In 1542, the 33d of Hen. VIII. lines, and lsnen and 
woollen yarn, were enumerated among the mpft confider- 
able branches of trade poffefled by the natives of Ire/and, 
in an aft made againft grey merchants forestalling. 

The nth of Queen Elizabeth, the fame aft was revived, 
end a further law made againft watering hemp or flax, &c. 
in rivers. 

The 13th of Elizabeth, ali perfons were prohibited from 
exporting wool, flax, linen, and woollen yarn, except mer- 
chants redding in cities and boroughs *, and by a further act, 
the fame year, a penalty of nd. per pound was impofed on 
all flax or linen yarn exported, and 8d. more for the ufe of 
the town exported from. In this laft aft it is recited, that 
the merchants of Ireland had been exporters of thofe arti- . 
cles in trade upwards 'of one hundred years, preceding that 
period ; and by many fubfequent acts and proclamations* 
{luring the reigns of Charles the Firft and Second, thofe ma- 
nufactures were particularly attended to, 
»• . • » 

' ' G 2 Hence 
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Hence it is obvious, that hemp, flax, linen, and wooU.cn 
yarn, were native commodities produced in fuch abundance, 
as to fupply the fpinners and manufacture, and {pareconfiV 
derable quantities to export at that early period. 

From the beft eftimation that can be made, the quantity 
of flax imported into freland in 1722, being about 108 tons, 
was not mor;e than a 25th part of the quantity ufed bx the 
linen manufacture for home confumption and exportation at 
that time and in fix years, ending- the %$\b-Marck 1770 : 
the medium quantity of flax imported.yearly, was about 46b 
tons;, which compared with the incrpafe of the manufacture 
for home confumption and exportation, was pot more than a 
thirtieth part of the flax ufed cluring thofe fix years ; and 
there is a probability of the quantity of material imported 
being totally fupplied, for the future, by the particular atten- 
tion of tlie Linen Board to the cultivation of flax, as an ad- 
dition of about 1400 acres of ground, plantation meaftire, 
properly tilled for flax, will produce a quantity equal to the 
prefent deficiency. 

No. 2. By the feverity of the penalties <*n the iexport^t 
tion of flax and linen yarn, the 13th of Elizabeth : The in* 
habitants being ufed only to make linens 14 inches broad, a 
manufacture peculiat to Ireland^ and not in demand for ex- 
portation, were compelled to detach themfelv.es from that 
branch of trade, and purfue the woollen, in which they had 
made fo considerable a progrefs before 1673, as to induce the 
manufacturers of England to fear they might become, rivals 
in their ftaple trade of woollen. 

No. 3. Sir Wi$am Tempi*, fpeaking of the woollen and 
linen manufactures of Ireland exprefies himfelf thus : « The 
{' improvement of this (the Wool of Ireland) commodity by 
\* manufactories in this kingdom, would give fo great a. 

' «< damp 
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« damp to the trade of England, (of which cloths, (luffs, an4 
«* ftockings made fo mighty a part) that it feems not fit to be 
** encouraged here, at leaft no farther, than fuch a quantity 
Ci of one or two fummer fluffs, IriJJi frize, and cloth, from 
" fix fliillings to fourteen, as may fupply in fome mea/ure 
( * the ordinary confumption of the kingdom. 

« The foil produces flax kindly and well, and fine too* 
ct anfwerable to the care ufed in choice of feed, andexercife 
" of hufbandry* 

" And this may certainly be advanced and improved into 
" a great manufacture of linen, fo as to beat down the trade 
•^ both of Franrt and HolUnd, ancl draw much of the money 
" which goes from England to thofe parts, upon this occafion, 
** into the hands of his Majefty's fubjefts of Ireland, without 
** crofling any intereft of trade in England-, for befides what 
" what has been faid of flax and fpinning, the foil and cli- 
c * mate are proper for whitening, both by the frequency of 
«* brooks, and alfo of winds in the country/' And further 
obferves, 

«« But after all t&efe, or fiich like pfovlfions, there are but 
<f two things which can make any extraordinary advance in 
t€ this branch of trade ; and thofe are, iirft *, an increafe 
<c of people in the country to fuch a degree, as may make 
«« things neceflary to life dear, and thereby force general in- 
'* duftry from each member of a family (women as well as 
" men) and in as many forts, as they can well turn to, which 
*' among others may, in time, come to turn the vein this 
€f way. The fecond is a particular application in the Go- 
G 3 » " vernment, 



• By the beft calculation that could be* made of the inhabitants in 1695, 
when there was a Poll Tax, they werf about One Million, andift thj* pre- 
ient time, they are eflimatcd about Two Millions and a Half. 
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" vernment, either by fome Governor oti his owa private, 
** account (as he inftarices in the Earl of &trajfor£% defign) 
« or elfe by a confiderable' fum of money being laid afide,' 
1 « either out of his Majefty'$ prefent revenue, or fome future 
^ fubfidy to bfe granted for this occasion, and this either to 
" be employed in fetting up fohie great linen riianufa&ure, 
" in fome certain place, and to be managed by fome certain 
" hands, both for making all forts of fine cloths, and of 
« thole for fails too, the benefit or Jofs of fuch a trade ac- 
" cruing to the Government, until it comes to take root in 
<« the nation, or elfe, if this feems too great an undertaking 
" for the humour of our age, then fuch a fum of money. to 
« be ready in hands, appointed by the Government, for, 
" taking off, at common moderate prices, all fuch pieces of, 
«« cloth, as tfiall be brought in by any perfbns, at certain 
« times, to the thief town of each county: And all fuch 
« pieces of cloth as are fit for fails, to be carried into the 
« (tores of the navy ; all that are fit for the ufe of the army, 
« to be given the foldiers (as clothes are) in part of their pay $ 
« and alt finer pieces to lie fold, and the money tfilf applied 
« to the increafe or conftant fupply of the main flock." 

-> 
&0. 4. Die Jovis, 9 Junij, 1698. , 

The Eari of Siamford riported from the Lords Committee* 
(appointed to draw an Addrefs to be prefented to his Ala-' 
jefty, relating to the Woollen Manufacture iri Ireland] the 
following Addre'fsj viz. 2 N 

We the Lords Spiritual and temporal, in Parliament af-^ 
fembl$d, do humbly reprefent unto your Majefty, that the 
growing manufacture of cloth iri Ireland^ both by the cheap- 
riefs of all forts of neceffaries for life,' and goodnefs of ma- 
terials for making of all manner of cloth, doth invite your 
fubjefts of England^ with their families and fervants, to leave 
their habitations to fettle there, to the increafe of the wool- 
len 
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ten manufacture in Ireland, which makes your loyal fubjeCte 
in this kingdom very apprehenfive, thai the further growth 
of it may greatly prejudice the faid manufacture here, by 
which the trade of this nation and tHe value of lands will 
very much decreafe, and the number of your people be much 
lefiened here : wherefore, "We do moft humbly befeech your t 
moil facred Majefty, that your Majefty would be pleafed, ia . 
the moft public and effectual way that may be, to declare to 
all your fubjeCts of Ireland, That the growth and increafe of 
the woollen manufacture there, hath long, and will ever be 
looked Upon with great jealbufy* by all your futijjeCts of this 
kingdom, and if not timely remedied, may occafion very 
ftriCt laws, totally to prohibit and fupprefs the fame ; and on 
the other hand, if they turn their induftry and fkill to the 
fettling and improving the linen manufacture, for which ge-\ 
neraliy the land$ of that kingdom are very proper, they (hall 
receive all countenance, favour aind protection from your 
Royal influence, for the encouragement and promoting of 
the faid linen manufaClufe, to ail the advantage and profit of 
which that kingdom can be capable. 

To which the Houfe agreed. 

It is ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament affembled, that the Lords with white Staves do hum-, 
bly attend his Majefty with the Addrefs of this Houfe, con- 
cerning the Woollen Manufacture of Ireland. 

Die Veneris, 10 Junij, 1698. * 

The Lord Steward reported his Majcfty's anfwer to the 
addrefs, to this effect, viz. ; 

« That his Majefty will take care to do what their Lord- 
«< fhips have defired." 

ASHLEY COWPER, Clk. Par. 

G4 JDk 
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Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal firbjefts, the 
Commons in Parliament aflembled, being very fenfible that 
the wealth and power of this kingdom do, in a great meafure, 
depend on the preferving the woollen manufacture, as much 
as poffiblc, entire to this realm, think it becomes us, like 
our anceftors, to be jealous of the eftablifhmerit and increafe 
thereof elfewhere, and to ufe our utmoft endeavours to pre- 
ventit. 

And therefore we cannot, without trouble, obferve, that Ire* 
land which is dependent on, and protected by England^ in the 
enjoyment of all they haSre ; and which is fo proper for the 
linen manufacture, the eftablifhment and growth of w&ch 
tfcere, would be fo enriching to themfelves, anid fo profit- 
able to England \ mould of late apply itfelf to the woollen 
manufacture, to the great prejudice of the trade of this king- 
dom, and fo unwillingly promote the linen trade, whiph 
would benefit them and us. 

The confequence whereof will nece v fljtate you* Parliament 
of England to interpofe,, tp prevent the mifchief that, threa- 
tens us, unlefs your Majefty, by your authority and great 
-wifdosn, fhall find means to fecure the trade of England^ by 
making your fubje&s in Ireland to purfue the joint intereft 
of both kingdoms. 

And We do moft humbly implo»e your Maje%kpr-ot«c¥ioit 
and favour in this matter ; and that. you will make it your 
Royal care, and enjoin all thofe you employ in Ireland,, to 
make it their care,,and u^fe their utmoft diligence, to hinder 
the exportation of wtol from Ireland, except to be imported 

^ hither. 
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hither, and fpr the* diibwraging^ t^, woq^ro oftnuftfttftt, 
and encouraging the linen manuiaj£hjr<es in Jrxlsna\ to»whJ*&f 
we {hall always be ready to give our utmoft afliftance. 

Rejolvjed* &** t^ifoidi Addrtfabe. pnefenteA to hJftMfr- 
jt;% by the wJtale Hwfe. 

&«wri, 2<D«? Julii, 1*693^ ^ D*eu*oGulieh»u JffiftSf. 
His; M^JESXY's Anfwer; 

I SHALL db all that In me lie* to difcourage the woollen 
manufacture in- Ireland, and to encourage the linen manu* 
fracture there ; and* to promote the trade of England* 

No. 5- Twfday, i^th September , 16(78. 

Fart of the Lords Juftices Speech: 

Amongft thefe Bills, there is one for the encouragement 
of the linen and hempen manufactures. At our firft meet- 
ing, we recommended to you that matter, and we have now 
endeavoured to render that Bill practicable and ufeful for 
that effect, and as fuch we now recommend it to you» The 
fettlement of this manufacture will contribute much to peo- 
ple the country, and will be found- much more, advantageous 
to this kingdom than the woollen manufacture, which being, 
the fettled ftaple trade of England, from whence a!} foreign 
markets are fupplied,, can never be encouraged here for.that 
purpofe ; whereas the lineji and hempen manufactures, will-, 
not only be encouraged, as confident tyijh the trade ofJSff^ 
land, but will render the trade of this kingdomJwth ufeful. 
and neceflary to. England. , 
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No, <J. The Commons of Ireland returned the following 
anfwef to the fpeech from the Tbtfone : 

" We pray leave to allure your Excellency, that we (half 
«• heartily Endeavour to eftablifli a linen add hempen manu- 
« fa&ure here, and to render the fairic ufeful to England, 
" as well as advantageous to this kingdom, and that we hope 
« to find fuch a temperament, in rtfpeft to the woollen 
«« trade here, that the fame may not be injurious to Bng* 
« land!' And they patted a law that Seffion, commencing 
25th March 1699, laying 4*- additional duty on every 20s. 
iralue of broa3-cloth exported out of Ireland) and as. on 
every 20s. vafoe of ferges, baize, kerfeys, fluffs, or any 
other fort of new drapery made of wool, or mixed with 
wool (frizes only excepted) which was in effect a prohibition. 
And the fame Sef&on a law was paffed in England, reftrain- 
ing Ireland from exporting thofe woollen manufactures, in- 
cluding frize, to any other parts, except England and Wales. 

No. 7. The inhabitants of Ireland were not at this time 
in number much above one million, and the woollen manu- 
facture the only trade on which the greater part depended 
for employment and fupport ; and many wealthy manufac- 
turers, carrying with them their families and affiftants, 
quitted the kingdom* 

No. 8/ The Truftees of the Linen Board expended near 
half a million of money in different fchemes, to extend and 
promote the linen and hempen manufactures, before the 
year 1 750, exclufive of the penfions and large fums paid to 
foreigners who were invited into the kingdom, to indraft 
the inhabitants in the various branches thereof ; and it is 
with go6d reafon believed, that the nobility, gentry, and 
private adventurers, expended a much larger fum, in order 
to introduce and eftablilh thofe manufactures in the coun- 
try, 
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try ; arid at this time they had made a confiderable progrefi 
in the liiien inanuft&urej and #ere fo foccefeful inraifirjg 
hemp in Ireland, as to export confiderable quantities of duck 
oi* fail-cloth yearly, previous to the duty impofed in Britain, 
of 2d. per yard* off all fail-cloth of the value of lod. and 
under I4d. and 4d. per yard on all fail-cloth of the value of 
I4d. per yard* or upwards, that had received the bounty or 
encouragement in Ireland, granted on fail-cloth made of 
Irijh hemp ; by which means a flop was put to the further 
cultivation of hemp in Ireland, and. the fail-cloth manufac- 
ture in a great meafure reftored to the Ruffians, Dutch and 
Germans, the imports of foreign duck or fail-cloth into Eng- 
land (exclufive of Scotland) being as follows, at thofe fol- 
lowing periods. In the year ending Cbrijlmas, 1730,' 
507,764 yards. In the year ending Chrifimas, 1751, when 
this tax in England took place,) 521,741 yards; and in the\ 
year ending Chriftmas, .1770, 537,068 yards. Thus hi* 
obvious, vihillk Ireland hath been deprived of the benefit pro- 
pofed to her by the fail-cloth manufacture, that foreign 
countries have reaped the advantage, by an increafing trade, 
that might have been at this day in a great meafure fupplied 
from Ireland. 

, No. 9. Cheque©!, ftriped, printed, painted, ftained, or. 
dyed linens of the fnanufa&ur e of Ireland, are not allowed to 
be imported into Britain, although there is no refervatioh 
tending thereto in the addrefies of the Lords and Commons 
of England, or in the King's anfwers, or in the prppofition, 
by the ipeeck from the Throne to the lrijh Parliament, in 
1698. 

Thofe manufactures • anfwer the .purppfes of the lower 
cUfs of working people, in many refpecls, better than plain 
linen, fuch as failors, labourers, and. various nfes for wo- 
men's wear, and have been gaining ground on the plain 
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ltfcea. ma*ii&&iirfcsc federal years far home confaffiprion an* 
exportation, ae appears by the exports from Englmd and 
SctHantL . 

Cheques and ffriped linens are gefletfattfraacte about one- 
fifth part thinner or lighter in the fabric, than plain lftiefts, 
and fitch as are exported, are on<a medium 26 to 27 inches 
wide, and generally riiade or" yarn, not exceeding two dozen, 
of about iod. or 1 id : . value in the pound, great part of which- 
i» imported into Britain from Ireland \ and as one pound of 
yarn will, on a medium, make upwards of three yards of 
thpfe cheques, or ftriped goods, a bounty of one half-penny 
per yard given thereon, is a premium of upwards of three 
half-pence on the pound of yarn, value iod: or nd. in fa- 
vam of a nianufafturer in. Britain over a manufacturer in Ire-. 
l*nd s from which bounty the Irijh cheques, ftriped or 
painted linens, &c. are totally excluded, their importation 
into Britain being prohibited; 

. IS this bounty is continued, it is obvious it will advance 
ifceyjarn on the manufacturers of Ireland 1$. percent, antf 
if increafed to three half-pence per yard, it would enable the 
manufacturers of Britain to fubftitute cheques, and ftriped 
linens, &c. in place of plain linens throughout tht Britijb 
plantations, and in many other markets, and at the fame 
time advance Irijb linen yarn fo much in price, as to prevent 
the iryfcmanufaclurers from fending their low-priced 1 plain 
linens to market on fuch reafonable terms, as to vie with the 
foreign manufactures, and thereby in a few years deftroy the 
linen manufacture of Ireland. 

A bounty dn cottons, of three half-pence per yard, as 
propo&df in' Tbougfos on the Linen Manufafture of Great Bri- t 
taitr, would operate in the fame manner as the bounty on 
cheques, &c.hi advancing the price of IriJIi linen yarn, and 

would. 
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-would, in effect^ incneafe -<their <ron&mptk>n, and mate 
*hero a fubftitute in the Britijb plantations and elfcw here, jia 
the place of light manufactures of <w«ol, and aJfo all low* 
priced linens* 

No. io. In the year ending Chriftma^ 1770, : tbe bona* 
ties paid on Britijfi linen exported from England, wttc 
20,05 8Ji. 3s. id. and on Irnjh linen i6#2\\. 15s. 3d. in 
fcoth. for bounties 36,979k. 1 8s. 4c}. on plain linen; and 
when the ScQtch bounties paid for that year arc added thereto, 
fhey will appear to nearly counterbalance the drawback al* 
lowed the fame year on foreign linens exported out of Great 
Britain, which is 64,3 19I. 19s. Thofe bounties were at 
firft granted to put Britijb and IriJIi linens on a par with fq? 
relgti linens in the plantations, rather than take off the draw- 
tacks, until there was a profpecT: of Britain and Ireland fup^ 
plying thofe markets fully with their own linen manufac- 
tures! However thofe arguments might have prevailed with 
the Britijb Legislature near thirty years ago, on the firft ap» 
plication for thofe bounties, when the Colonifts were not £0 
well enabled, from their trade, to advance the price of their 
linens, the prefent ftate of the linen and hempen manu- 
facture of Ireland, requires immediate protection and aid, 
and abftrafted froin the fum Government will fave by it, of 
upwards of 120,00c!. yearly, as the duties now ft and, no 
fcheme can be devifed fo effectual and eafy, as to drop all 
bounties on Britijh and Irijb linens, to take off the drawbacks 
qn foreign linens exported from Britain, and gr,ant luph 
further duties, on a proper infpeftion of the feveral fpecies 
of foreign linens imported into Britain, as may preferve to 
the home manufacture an advantage in the Britijb markets, 

TJie bounty renewed in 1756, and the fubfidy of 1759, 
have, not been the fole caufe that produced the efieft fup- 
pofe4 to Thyghtft&c* in lowering, between 1756 and 1765* 

J : ' the 
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$he importation of foreign iinens near feven millions of yards 
yearly, as the .imports of foreign linens were only about 
25*1309,000 yards,, in 1752 and 1754; and the calamities 
and depopulation occafioned in Germany and Ruffta, by the 
late war, had the greateft fhare in advancing their linens, 
and leflening the quantities imported, in the years preceding 
1765;, into Britain, as will fully .appear by the imports of 
foreign linens increafing in 1769 ; and fomething more ef- 
fectual is ftilj neceffary to be done to encourage the home 
manufafture, and prevent an illicit trade. 

\ No. 11. The market of Spain being opened t> Briti/b 
fubjefts on the fame terms as it is to France, woulci be a 
great acquifition to the linen and cotton manufacturers of 
'Britain and Ireland, the confumption of Old Spain and her 
dorntnion§, it is believed, being as confideratye as the con- 
sumption of the Britijk dominions 5 and there; are many 
branches in the manufa&ure, fuch as the Britannias, that 
could be made to great perfection in Ireland, and finilhed ia 
bleaching fuperior to any fent from France* 

,: " f * # 

Such were the obfervations made on this fubjeft l>y thf 
Truftees of the; Linen Manufacture, and, returned to Par- 
liament : they appear to have been approved of in genera} 
by the Committee which was afterwards appointed in 1 7 74, 
to inquire into the ftate of that manufacture in this kingdom, 
as appears by their report, which may be feen at large In 
Comm. Tourn. Vol. xvi. From both which we have fome 
ufeful information refpefting the ftate of our Irifh manufac- 
tures to that period. 

During the SefEon of 1771, the city of Dublin loft a 
jealous advocate for its Liberties, by the dcatji of the cele- 
brated Dr. Charles Lucas, who had been for* many years 
pne of the reprefentatives of that city in Parliament. He 

dicc^ 
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/lied on the 5th of November in that year, after having de* 
fervedly obtained the character of a tyillrul Phyikian, and 
incorruptible Senator. His knowledge in chymiftry was eir 
tenfiye, and his abilities as a writer and an orator, procur.e4 
him :$ onfiderablc applaufe. 

From what has been before obferved refpetting the. A<J- 
miniftration of Lord Townjherid, (which how drew towards 
$(p cotoclufion) it appe^s- that meafures werp attempted to 
be carried in the moft arbitrary manner, and in aftual viola- 
tion of Conftitutiop^l Rights, It is true, we have not tp 
jiread at this day, any renewal of fuch contefts— the law of 
f oyning, with its long complained of confequences, may 
reft in its grave ; but the following remarks on that fubjecl, 
by a learned writer, are not undeferving the reader's atten- 
tion : — We give them from Dr. Sullivan 1 s Lc&ures on the 
feudal and Englilh Laws : ... •• *.. 

" Our Lcg^tare," (fays he, referring to an early periodj 
then confifting of three diftWt parts; the King, Lords, 
pnd Commons, in procefs of time, each of them grew up 
jo have diftinft privileges, as to the beginning particular 
bufinefles. Thus all afts of general grace and pardon take 
their rife from the King ; atts relative to the Lords, and 
spatters of dignity, in tfyat Houfe ; and the granting of mo- 
ney, in the Commons. How the Commons capae bythis ex- 
clufive right, as to money matters, is not fo eafy 16 deter- 
mine. Certain it is that, originally, the Lords frequently 
taxed themfelves, as did the Commons the commonalty, 
without any communication with each other; but after- 
wards, when it was judged better to lay on general taxes, 
that fhould equally affeft the whole nation, thefe generally 
fook their rife in that Houfe which reprefented the bulk of 
ihe people } and this, by .fteadinefs and perfevcrarice, ' they 
have arrogated fo for into a right peculiar to themfelves, as 
*-■. ' ; - •■ -'•• • -' - : ' - • ' not 
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Wt to Mow tht Lofts* t>ofaertochange%he fcaft tittle fi** 
tacmey bill. As to law* tfhat relate not to tfitfe peculiar pri* 
Vfteg«, A«y now take thrirTtfeSncKfftrently either in the 
Irords ot Cdraflfons, afnd wfctfi framed into a till, and ap^ 
proved of by both, are prefentedfotheKmg^br his aflent; 
and this has been the practice for thefe two or three hun? 
dred years pafl. r 

Bjit the ancienf method of paffing laws Was different, and 
was not only more' refpeftfiii to, but lrft more £ower in the 
Crown. The Houfe which thought a new law expedient, 
drew up a petition to the King, fetting forth the mjfch'iei, 
and praying that it might be redrefled by fuch or fuch a re- 
medy. When both "Houfes had agreed to the petition! it 
was entered on the Parliament-roll, and prefented to the 
King, who gave fuch anlwer as he thought proper, either 
confenting in the whole, by faying, let it beds is de/tred, or 
accepting part and refufing or paffing by the reft, orrefufing 
the whole by faying, let the ancient laws be offerved. Or in i a 
gentler tone, the King will deliberate. And after tii$ anftfrdr 
was entered on the roll, the Judges met, and "on cojifidera- 
tion of the petition arid anTwer, drew tip tht; acl, which 
was tent to "be proclaimed in the fever al counties. 

Lord Coke very juffly obferves that 'thefe %$ts di<awn up- 
by men, mafters of the law, were generally "exceedingly 
well penned, fhort, and pithy, diking at the root of ttie 
grievance, and introducing no new ones ; whereas the long 
and ill-penned ftatiites of later days, drawn up in t|ieHQUftfc # 
have given occafion to multitudes of doubts and Tufts, and 
.often, in ftopping one hole, have opened two. However, 
• notwithftanding this inconvenience, there was good caufe 
for the alteration of method. The Judges, if at the devo- 
tion of the Court, would fometimes make the moft benefi- 
cial laws elufory, by inferring a falvo to tl^e prerogative, 

though. 
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though there was none in the King's anlWfcr V i whereas by 
following the^prefont coiirfe, tke fubje&s have reduced the 
King to his bareaffirmative or negative) and he has loft that 
privilege, byjhedifufe of 'petitions, of 'accepting that part 
which was beneficial to himfelf, and denying the remainder. 

I have the .rather mentioned thi3 ancient' practice of 
making laws, becaufe it (hews how inconfiftent with our 
Conftitution is that Republican notion, which was broached 
by the enemies of Charles the Firft, that the King, by his 
Coronation* Oath, fwearing to obferve the laws quas vulgtis 
eiegerit, was obliged to pafs all bills prefented to him, and 
had no negative. The meaning, certainly, only extended 
to hb obfervation of the laws in being. For if the words 
were to be conftrued of future proportions, and in the fenfe 
that thafe people would put upon them, the Lords alio, as 
well as the King, maft be deprived of their power of diffent, 
and ibt indeed, it appears, they expounded it ; for whbn 
the Lords offended them, by refufing the trial of the King, 
they confidently enough with the maxim they had eftablifh- 
ed, turned them out of doors. 

But though fuch as I have mentioned is the Conftitution 
of the Englilh Parliament, the form of the Leglflature in 
this kingdom hath been for above two hundred and fixty 
years very different, the nature of which, and the caufes of 
its deviation from its model, it is proper every gentleman of 
this country (hould be acquainted with. In the infancy of 
the EngliCh Government in Ireland, the Chief Governors 
were generally chofen by. the King out of the Lords of the 
Pale, the descendants of the *firft conquerors, both as thej 
were better acquainted withthelhtelrcft, and more concerned 
in the prefervation of the colony, and alfo as, by their grdat : 
pofteftions, they were, better ehabfed to fupport the dignity 
of the place, whofe appointments, (the King's revenues 
Vol. I. H being 
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being inconfid'erable,) were very low. Thefe Governor!, 
however, though men of the; greateft abilities/ arid of equal 
faithfulnefs to the Crown^ were not able to preferve the 
footing the EngiMh had got foon after the conqueft ; but 
were every day lofing ground *o the natives, down to the 
reign of Edward the Third, which is generally, and, I be- 
lieve, jtiftly attributed to the' negligence of the Englifli 
Lords* who,* by intermarriage*, had acquired great eftates 
in Ireland. The power of thefe Lord Lieutenants was, m 
one refpeft, likewife exorbitant, namely, in giving confent to 
laws without ever confultitfg his Majefty ; a power, perhaps, 
necefiary at firft, when the country was in a perpetual ftate 
of war, and its intereft would not brook delays, but cer- 
tainly, both for the fake of King and People, not fit to be 
continued. 

It was natural, therefore, for the King, who found him- 
felf ill ferved, to change hands, and to entruft this exorbitant 
power with perfons not eftated in the country, and whofe 
attachment he could confide in 5 and accordingly, from that 
time, we find natives of England generally appointed to the 
Government, to the great difcontent of the Irifh Lords, who 
looked upon themfelves as injured by the antient pra&ice 
not being continued. This difcontent was farther inflamed 
by a very extraordinary ftep, which this otherwife wife and 
$uft King was prevailed tipon to take, and which firft gave 
rife to that famous diftin&km between the Englifli by blood, 

. and the Englifli by birth. This King and his father Edward 
the Second, had granted great eftates, and extenfive jurif- 
diftion to many Irifh Lords of Englifli blood, for fervices 
pretended to have been done, many of which it it probable 
enough, as the King alledged, were obtained by deceit and 
falfe reprefentation ; and had he contented himfelf with 
proceeding in a legal courfe, by calling thefe patents in by 

' fare facias^ and vacating them upon proof of thedeceit, no 

perfon 
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pcrfon could have complained ; but he took a very different 
method, as appears from the writ he thought proper to 
iffiie on that occafion. S$uia plures excejjiva donationes ter- 
rarum, tenementoirum £5* libertatum 9 in terra Hibernia> f ad 
minus veracem ilf fubdolam fuggefiionem petentium y tarn per 
Edward II. quam per regem nunc facia funt 9 rex deluf arias 
hujufmodi machinationes volens elidere 9 de concilia peritorum Jibi 
. afliftentiumy omnes donationes Urrarum 9 tenementorum 9 fa* li- 
bertatum pradiclarum duxit revocandas 9 quoufque de mentis 
perfonarum 9 de caufis to" conditionibus donatiomtm pradiclarum 
foerit informatus, £s* idea mandatum eji jufiiciariis regni Hiber- 
nia 9 quod omnia terras tenementa & libertates predicla per 
diilos regis jujliciarios out locum tenentes fuos quibafcunque per- 
finis facia fcire facias. This hafty ftep alienated the Eng- 
lifh Irifli from the King and his advifers, and though, after 
a conteft of eleven years, the King annulled this prefump- 
tipnj the jealoufy continued on both fides, and the Irilh of 
English blood were too ready to follow the banners of any 
pretender to the Crown of England. 

In the reign of Henry the Sixth, that weak Prince's Mi- 
nifters, jealous of the influence of Richard, Duke of York 
in England, and of his pretenfions to the Crown, constitut- 
ed him Governor of Ireland ; than which they could not 
have done a thing more fatal to their matter's family, or to 
the conftitution of this kingdom : for to induce him to ac- 
cept it, fo eager were they to remove him from England, 
they armed him almoft with regal powers. He was made 
Lieutenant for ten years, had all the revenue, without ad- 
count, befides an annual allowance from England \ had 
power to farm the King's lands, to place and difplace officers, 
and levy foldiers at his pleafure. \The ufe the Cuke made 
of his Commiffion was to ftrengthen his parry, and make 
Ireland an afylum for fuch of them as fhould be oppre&d 
in England ; and for this purpofe pafifed an aft of parlia- 

H 2 ment, 
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raent, reciting a prefcription, that any perfon, for any 
caufe, coming into the faid land, had lifed to receive ftic- 
cour, . tuition 9 fupportation, and free liberty within* the 
faid land, during their abiding there, without any griev- 
ance, hurt, or moleftation of any perfon, notwithstanding 
any writ, privy feal, great feal, letter^ miffive under fignet, 
or other commandment of the King : confirming the faid 
prefcription, and making it high treafon in any perfon who 
ihouid bring in fuch writs, and fo forth, to attach or difturb 
anyfuch perfon. , 

* . * * 

This aft, together with the Duke's popularity, and the 
great eflate he had in this kingdom, attached the \Englifh 
Irifli firmly to his family, infomuch that, in Henry the Se- 
venth's reign, they crowned theimpdftor Lambert Simnel, 
and were afterwards ready to join Perkin Warbeck ; and by 
this aft , of; the Duke of York's they thought to exculpate 
themfelves. But when that King had trodden down all op- 
pofition, he took advantage of the precarious fituation they 
were in, not only to have that aft repealed, and to deprive 
his reprefentatives there from pafling laws rege inconfulto^bxxt 
alfo to make fuch a change in the Legislature, as would 
throw the principal weight into his and his fucceffors hands, 
and this was by the famous law of Poynifrg's. By former 
Jaws a Parliament was to be holden once a year, and the 
Lords and Commons, as in England, were the propofers. — 
This aft, intended to alter thefe points, gave occafion to 
jnany doubts ; and indeed, it feems calculated for the pur- 
pofe of not difclofing its whole effeft at once. Its principal 
purport at firft view, feeming to be intended to reftrain the 
calling the Parliament, except on fuch occafion as the Lord" 
Lieutenant and Council fhould fee fome good caufes for it^ 
that fhould be approved by the King. The words are, 
that " from the next Parliament that fhall be holden by the 
« King's commandment and licence, no Parliament be hol- 
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* den hereafter in the faid land, but at fuch feafon as the 
«« Kin&'s Lifeufcnant and Council there.firftdo certify to the 
"King, under the Great Seal of that land, the caufes and 
" considerations ; and all fuch afts as to them feemeth 
*« fhould pafs in the farne Parliament, and fuch caufes, con- 
" fiderations, and afts, affirmed by the King and his Coun- 
" cil to be good and expedient for that land, and his licence 
f* thereupon, as well in affirmation of the faid caufes and 
" acTts^ as to fummon the faid Parliament under his Great 
f Seal of England had and obtained ; that done, a Parlia- 
« ment to be had an4 holden after the form and efreft before 
f< rehearfed, apd any Parliament holden contrary, to be 
f c deemed yoiqV ? • 

The firft and great, effect of this aft was, that it repealed 
the law for annual Parliaments, and made the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council, or the King who had the naming of 
them, with his Council of England, the propofer to. the two 
Houfes Qf the laws topafe, at leaft of thofe that fliould be 
fq deyifed bgfore the meeting of Parliament. But the great 
doubt was, as there was no cxprefs words depriving the 
Lords and Commons of (heir former rights, whether, when..' 
the Parliament was once met, they had not ftiil the old 
right of beginning other, bills, or whether they were not re- 
trained tQ* the afts (o certified and returned. JJy the pre- 
ambles of fpme afts, foon after made, expreffing that they 
were made at the prayer of the Commons/ in the prefent 
Parliaojent affembled, one would 'be inclined tQ think that 
the Commons, after afferabling the Parliament, had pro- 
pofed thefe laws. Certain it .is* the. Utter ppinion, fupport- 
ed by the Minifters of the King and his lawyers, gained 
ground. For, in the twenty-eighth of Henry the Eighth's 
reign, an aft ,was macle (impending. Poyning's law with re-- 
fpeft to all afts already pafjedf or to be paffed in that Parlia- 
ttament j the paffing of which aft was certainly a ftrong con- 
H 3 firmation 
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firmation of what was before doubtful again ft the Houfe of 
Lords or Commons in Ireland, whether they could bring in, 
bills, different from thofe tranfmitted by the Council ; fince* 
here they both contented to the fufpenfion of the aft, to 
make valid the laws they had palled or fhould pafs in that : 
Parliament, without the previous ceremony. 
• »» • . " 

But in the reign pf Philip and Mary, by which time ftiis * 
opinion* before doubtful (for fo it is mentioned in the aft 
then made) was, however, to be maintained, and ftrength- 
enccj* ^s it added power to the Crown, the aft we at pre- 
fent live under was made to prevent all doubts in the former, 
which was certainly framed in words calculated to create 
fuch doubts, to be extended in favour of the prerogative. — 
This provides, that as many caufes and confiderations for 
afts not forefeen before, may happen during the fitting of 
Parliament,' the Lord Lieutenant and Council may certify 
them, and they fhould pafs, if they fhould be agreed to by 
the Lords and Commons, But thp great ftrokes in this new 
aft were two, the firft explanatory of part of the former in 
Henry the Seventh's reign, that is, {hat the King ar$ Coun- 
cil of England fhould have power to alter the afts tranfmitted 
by the Council of Jreland ; fecondly, the enafting part, 
that po afts but fuch as came' over under the Great Seal of 
England, fhould be enafted *, w&ich made it clear, that 
peither Lords nor Commons in Ireland bad a right to frame 
or propofe bills to the Crown, but that they muft firft be 
framed in the Privy Council of Ireland, afterwards confent- 
ed to, or altered t$y» the King, and the fame Council of Eng- 
land, and then, appearing in the face of bills, be refufed or 
accepted in toto by the Lords and Commpns h$re, ' ' 

It is true, that both Lords and Commons have attempted, 
and gained an approach towards their antient rights of Be- 
ginning bills, not in that name, but under the name of 

: '" t; « -' ' : "* . ' - Heads 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



CoHettanea i&oftttca- x« 

Heads of Bills, to be tranfmitted to the Council ; but as the 
Council are the firft beginners of a&s of Parliament, they 
t have affumed a ponrer of modelling tbefe alfo. The Legifla- 
ture .of Ireland is, therefore, very complicated. * Firft, the 
Privy Council of Ireland, who, though they may take the 
hint from the Lords or Commons, frame the bill ; next, 
the King and Council of England, who have a power of al- 
teration, and really make it a bill, unalterable, by fending 
it under the Great Seal of England ; then the two Houfe? 
of Lordfi and Commons, who muft agree in the whole, or 
rejeft the whole 5 and, if it pafies all thefe, it is prefented 
tojhejpagforhis aflentjj which, indeed, is but nominal, 
as it was before obtained. 

: Z^, 

* This refers -to tjie Confiitution of Ireland, as it flood previous to 
Jjhe late Union. 
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' CHAPTER VI 

Commencement of Earl Harcourfs Adminiftration.^— Speaker's 
Obfervations on prefentin&the Money Bills. — Excife Board.?— 
Propofals for an Abfentee Tax. —Proceedings in England 
thereupon.— STontine. — Bill pcrjfed in the Britifh Parliament 
tn favour of Ireland. — Remarks^ — EffeBs of the American 
Contejt.rrr Petition of the City of Water ford. —Motion in the 
Commons for an Addrefs. — Rational Accounts.— Proceedings 
in Great Britain relative to lreland.~Condatl of Earl of' 4 
Jiffinghant) &c. ^^Proceedings of the Citizens of.Ditbtin:^ 
Proclamation of thje Privy Council. — Patriotic condufi of 
Mr. Ogle refpetling an $mbargo. — Debates in the Britifa 
Parliament. 

THE Parliament aflembled the 12th of Oftober 1773,. 
under the Adrniniftration of Earl Harcour*> and was 
as ufual liberal in its fupplies, to anfwer the exigencies of 
Government. On prefenting the Money Bills, the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons expreffed himfelf as follows : 

« The Commons hav£ exerted their utmojl efforts to an-r 
fvter your Excellency's expectations, not only in providing 
for the difcharge of an arrear of 265,0001. ; but alfo in 
making an addition to the revenue of near ioo,oool. a-year. 
Difficult as this talk appeared in a kingdom fo deftitute of 
refources as this is, it yet was undertaken with chearfulnefs, 
and profecuted with vigour ; but if the means they have 
employed fhall prove inadequate to the liberality of their * 
intentions, it muft be imputed to the inability of the king- 
dom^ not to apy disinclination or unwillingnefs in them to 

mate 
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make ample prbvifion for his Maj^fry's fervke, to which 
they have facrificed their moft favourite objects. The mo- 
deration and temper with which all their proceedings have 
been conducted during the courfe of this Seffion, afford the 
cleared proof, not only of their gratitude for his Majefty's . 
gracious attention and condefcenfion to their wiflies, but 
&lfo of the juft fenfe they entertain of your Excellency's ef- 
fectual interceflion in their favour, to which they attribute 
thofe meafures of economy which, have been lately adopted, 
and which they doubt not will be continued ; and they have 
thefulleft confidence that the fame humane and benevolent 
difpofition will induce your Excellency to reprefent to hi$ 
Majefty in the ftrongeft light, not only their duty and affec-> 
tibh to him, but alfo the (late and circumstances of this 
kingdom, from which, and from your Excellency's credit 
and influence, they conceive the pioft fanguine hopes that 
thofe reftrictions, which the parrow and fhort-fighted policy 
of former times, equally injurious to Great Britain and to 
us,' impofed upon the manufactures of this kingdom, will 
be remitted. — If Great Britain reaped the fruits of this po- 
licy, the Commons of Ireland would behold it without re- 
pining, and fubmit to it without complaining; butitag* 
gravates the fenfe of their misfortunes to fee the rivals, if 
not the enemies of Great Britain, in the undifturbed pof- 
feffiori of thofe advantages, to which they think themfelves 
entitled upon every principle of policy and of juftice. It is 
the expectation of being reftored to fome, if not all, of thofe 
rights, and that alone which can juftify to the People the 
conduct of their Reprefentatives, in laying fo many addi- 
tional burthens upoq them in the courfe of this Seffion — 
and no time can be more favourable to their wifhes than 
the prefent, when the public Councils are directed by a 
Minifter, who has judgment to difcern, and courage to 
purfue the common intereft of the whole empire, and when 
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the Throne is filled by a Monarch, the fole object of whofe 
ambition is to render all his people happy ." * 

Lord Harcourt's Government, at its commencement, 
promifed much advantage to Ireland, and had the.fupport 
of fome very diftinguifhed and popular characters ; but in 
the end, it proved altogether callous (as Air. MullaUa ob~ 
ferves/ to the diftrefled ftate of the country, and carried its 
Parliamentary meafrres with too high an hand, f 

The addition of a Board of Excife, created in the former 
Adpiiniftration, was revoked, and fome faving was made in 
confequence. Even at the beginning of tjiis Seflion, th£ . 
very defirable offer of an abfente 4 e tax was made on the part 
of Government, and what may feem extraordinary, it was 
rejected. It owed its fate perhaps more to having proceed- 
ed from Government, than to a due eftimate of its advan- 
tages or defefts. % It was propofed that a ta$' pf as. iri the 
pound fliould be laid upon the nett-repts and annual profits 
of all lands, &c. in Ireland, to be paid by all perfons who 
fhould not a&ually refide in that kingdom for the fpace of 
fix months in each year, from Chriftmas 1773 to Chriftma? 
1775. A meafurfc which might appear \x\ fome degree qij- 
favourable to the ipterefts of England, could not with de- 
cency be preffed by the Reprefentatives of an Englifli Go- 
vernment. They offered it for the approbation of the Irilh 
Parliament, but left all their connexions at perfect freedom, 
in deciding upon the qucftion : and accordingly we find that 
feveral of the fervants of the Crown voted againft it. Upon 
the divifion there appeared 102 for, and 121 againft the 
tax : the majority therefore by which it was rejected, was 
not very confiderable. 

It 
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It appears, however, that this tax was no fooner fug- 
geftcd, than it met with mafked difapprobation from many 
noble perfonages and others in Great Britain, who poffefling 
property in Ireland, felt themfelves intereftcd in the event. 
Accordingly the following Letter was written to Lord Norths 
then at the head of Adminiftration ; 

« My £ord, 

" It is publicly reported, that a project has been commu- 
nicated to the King's Minifters, for proposing in the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, a tax, of regulation, whjch is particularly 
and exchifively to affect the property of thofe of his Ma- 
jelly's fubjects who poffefs lands in. that kingdom, but wbofe 
ordinary refidence is in this. 

..• u It is in the fame manner publicly underftood, that 
this extraordinary defign has been encouraged by an aflur- 
ancefrom Adminiftration, that if the heads of a bill pro- 
poling fuch a tax, fhould be transmitted from Ireland, they 
would be returned with the fanftion of his Majefty's Privy 
Council here, under the Great Seal of England. 

" My Lord, we find ourfelves comprehended under tfcp 
defcription of thofe who are to be the object of this unpre- 
cedented impofition. 

" We poffijfs confiderable landed property in both king- 
doms •, our ordinary refidence is in England. We have 
not iritherto considered fuch refidence as an act of delin- 
quency to be punifhed ^ or, as a political evil, to be corrected 
py the penal Operation of a partial tax. 

« Wc have had, many of us, our birth, and our earlieft 
habits in this kingdom 5 fome of us have an indifpenfabic 
'' ' - public 
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public duty, and-aHof us (whefe fuch duty does ndt require 
fuch reftriction) have the right of free fubjecls of choofing 
our habitation in whatever part of his Majefty's dominions 
we fhall elleem moft convenient. ' 

« We cannot hear, without aftoniihment, of a fcheme 
by which we are to be ftigmatized by, what is in effect, a 
fine for our abode in this country, the principal member of 
our Britifli empire, and the refldence of our common So- 
vereign. 

" We have ever fhewn the utmoft readinefs in contri- 
buting with the reft of our fellow-fubjects, in any legal and 
equal method, to the exigencies of the public fervice, and 
to the fupport of his Majefty ? s Government. 

"We have ever borne a cordial, though not an exclu- 
five regard, to the true intereft of Ireland, and to all its 
rights and liberties : to none of which we think our rcfi- 
dence in Great Britain, to be in the leaft prejudicial, but 
rather the means, in very many cafes, of affording &em a 
timely and effectual fupport, 

« We cannot avoid confidering thjs fcheme as in the 
higheft degree injurious to the welfare of that kingdom as 
well as of this ; its manifeft tendency is*to lefTen the v^lue 
of all landed property there, to put reftriftions upon it un- 
known in any part of the Britifh dominions ; and as far as 
we can find, without parallel in any civilized country. It 
leads directly to a feparation of thefe kingdoms in intereft 
and affe&icii, contrary to the ftandipg policy of pur ancef-: 
tors, which has been, at every period, and particularly at 
the glorious revolution, , infeparably tq conneft them by 
every tie both of affection and Intejeii 

ff Wc 
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« We apply to your Lordfhip in particular : This is in- 
tended as a mode of public fupply ; and as we conceive the 
treafury of Ireland) as well as that of England, is in a great 
meafure within your Lordfhip's department, we flatter our- 
felves we (hall not be refufed authentic information concern- 
ing a matter in which we are fo nearly concerned j that if 
the fcheme which we ftate to your Lordlhip doth exift — we 
may be enabled to purfue every legal method of oppofition 
to a project, in every light unjuft and impolitic. 

n We have the honour to be, 

" Your Lordfhip's moil obedient, 
" And moft humble fervants, 

< c Devonshire, 

€< Rockingham, 

" Besborough, 

u Milton, 

" Upper Ossory." 
London^ OB. 16, 1773. 

Anfwer from Lord North to tht.Duhe. of. Devon/hire : 

« My Lord, 

« Your Grace, and the Lords Rockingham, Beiborough, 
Milton, and Upper Oflbry, having in your letter of the 
itfth, defired authentic information concerning a project of 
propofing to the Parliament of Ireland, a tax upon the. 
landed property of fuch perf<?ns whofe ordinary refidence is 
out of that kingdom, I will endeavour to ftate in a few 
words, what has pafied upon the fubjeft. 

" In the courfe of the fummer, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland fent over feveral propofitions for reftoring the credit, 
providing for the debts, and putting upon a proper footing, 
the finances of that kingdom ; at the fame time he inform- 

cd 
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cd his Majefty's fervants here, that he had reafon to believe, 
f hat among other modes of fupply, there Would probably be 
a tax of the nature mentioned in your Grace's letter. 

" The anfwer which was returned to his Excellency, by 
thofe of his Majefty's fervants, to whom this communica- 
tion was made, was to the following effeft : that if the Iri(h 
Parliament fliould fend' over to England fuch a plan, as 
Ihould appear to be well calculated to give effectual relief to 
Ireland, in its prefent diftrefs, their opinion would be, that 
it ought to be carried into execution, although the tax upon 
abfentees fhould be a part of it. 

« I beg leave to trouble your Grace to communicate this 
information to the other Lords, and have the honour to be, 
with great refpeft, . &c. &c. &c. 

" North." 

On account of this anfwer, Circular Letters were written 
by Lord Rockingham to the feveral Gentlemen who might 
be affected by this meaAire, propofing a general meeting 
for the purpofe of adopting the moft eligible and effc&ual 
means to defeat it. But as it was rejected by the Parliament 
here, any further opposition became then unneceffary. 

It was now propofed, to raife the fum of 265,0001. by 
annuities, with benefit of forvivorflbip, at 61. per cent. — 
This fum was divided into (hares of 100I. each, and for 
every fhare one life was allowed to be nominated ; the lives 
were divided into three clafles. J^o dividend of the inte- 
reft arifing from the (hares of thofe who died in each clafs 
was to be made, until it yielded a clear one-half per cent, 
among the furvivors ; and the increafe intereft never to be 
more than the principal originally advanced by each fub- 
fcriber. The remainder of the intereft as it occurred, to be 
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applied to the credit of the nation. This fcheroe was held 
forth by the Secretary of the day, as a mafter-piece in 
finance, as being little lefs than an attual gain of fo much, 
without adding in the leaft to the -debt, as the principal was 
never to be refunded. 

The revenue being this year confiderably fhort of the cx- 
pences of Government, ftamp-duties were granted upon all 
parchment, vellum or paper, oh which any legal proceed- 
ing or private inftrument, of almoft any nature, fhould be 
written or engrofled, according to the nature of the article 
ftamped k the duties varied from fix pounds to one half- 
penny, and were at firft granted for one year and nine 
months from the 25th of March 17741 at the expiration of 
which period they were continued, and haVe been to this 
day, from time to time, raifed confiderably. * * 

, It was confidently promifed that thefe duties would fo 
far increafe the revenue, as to be equal to the expences, 
when they had undergone the economical reduBion thus intend- 
ed, fo that the pernicious pratlice of running in debt would be no 
longer purfued. The public accounts of the next SefBon, 
however, clearly difplayed the fallacy of thofe promifes. * 

As to the national debt, it amounted at Lady-day 1773, 
to 994,8901. 1 os. iod. and the total of penfions to 
172,4641. 14s. 3|d. for two years then ending. 

. A bill for the improvement of the agriculture of this king- 
dom having pafled, and being duly returned, the Commons 
voted an addrefs of thanks thereupon to his Majefty, con- 
fidering it as a fignal inftance bf his paternal regard for his 
people of Ireland. A bill likewife received the Royal Af- 
fent, to enable his Majefty's fubjefts of whatever perfua/ion to 
tcftify their allegiance to him. 

At 
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At the commencement of die ne*t Seffion in Oftobtr 
1775, the Lord Lieutenant obferved that, fince the laft meet- 
ing, of Parliament, his Majefty's tender concern for the wel- 
fare of this kingdom had induced him to pafs feveral lawfc 
in the Britifb Parliament highly beneficial to the commerce, 
manufactures, and agriculture of Ireland. 

« By the aft which extends the great advantage of Sft- 
fijh fiflieries to Ireland, a fource of induftry and wealth 
(faid he) is opened to you, which has made other nations 
great and flourifhing. That aft which allows the cloathing 
and accoutrements neceflary for his Majefty's forces paid 
. from the revenues of this kingdom to be exported from Ire- 
land, is a particular mark of the Royal favour ; and icven 
that which allows the importation of rape-feed into Great 
Britain from this kingdom, under certain regulations, con- 
nefted with thofe falutary laws pafied in your laft Seffion, 
form fuch a fyftem of agriculture and improvement as will, 
I truft, fecure riches and plenty to the people of Ireland.— 
A bounty granted by Great Britain, upon the importation 
of flax, is fo marked a recommendation of the linen mar 
tiufafture, that it becomes neediefs for tne to urge the moft 
perfevering application to that ftaple of your country." 

As Great Britain was never remarkable for her liberality 
toward this kingdom, it is natural to look for the fotirce 
from whence all thefe favours flowed : though it is evident 
they were not of that importance which had been alledged. 

The difputes which had for fome time fubfifted between 
Great Britain and America^ had now ripened hito a war :— * 
hoftilities were commenced ; and fuch was the general ftate' 
of the Britifii empire, that it required every prudential* 
exertion to prevent the contagion of difcontent from fpread-^ 
ing its deftruftive influence. The civil war between Eng- 
land 
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land arid her colonies,* iocreafed the calamities of Ireland, 
The exportation of IriSh linen for America had been very 
considerable \ but now this gteat Source of national wealth 
was -totally Shut up, by a very unconstitutional Stretch of 
prerogative, under the pretext of preventing the Americans 
from being fupplied with provisions from Jhis country. An 
embargo was laid on the exportation of provisions from this 
kingdom, and it was continued in reality to enable a few 
Brltijk tontrahors to make good their engagements.* This 
embargo, combined with other caufes which were invariable 
and permanent, produced the mod melancholy effects. — » 
Wool and black cattle fell considerably in value, as alfo did 
land * and rents in many places could fcarcely be collected, 
fa much was public credit cflentially injured. 

. We have already feen, that the Parliament of this coun- 
try declared the general fenfe of the kingdom refpecling 
its diftrefled Situation, and the. illiberal reftri&ions on its 
commerce : it had even defended its conftitutional privi* 
leges ; and though the voice ot the nations was only thu9 
conveyed through the temperate medium of its representa- 
tives, the public mmd was not unknown, in the Sliter 
country. 

As the American fifheries were now abolifhed, it became 
necefiary to think of fome meafures for fupplying their place, 
and particularly to guard again ft the ruinous confequences of 
the foreign markets either changing the courfe of con- 
fumption, or falling into the hands of Strangers, and thofe 
^perhaps inimical to Great Britain. The Slate of public af- 
fairs in this country it now feemed neceffary to take fome 
notice ofp and to pay Some greater consideration to her inte- 
rests, than had been praftifed in former years. The quef- 

Vol I. I tion 

* View of liifh AflEwn, Vol. a4. 
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tioti between England aod her colonies, particularly iii the 
manner it bad been argued, was not calculated to quiet this 
kingdom : and the repofe of fuch parts of the empire as were 
ftill at reft was never more neceflary. In the crifis to which 
matters were now evidently tending, little doubt remained, 
that even affiftance would be requifite from Ireland ; befides, 
her patience, her fufferings, and her forbearance, might be 
held up as a mirror, in contrail to America : and though 
thefe merits had long paffed unregarded, this did not feem 
a fit feafon to encourage an opinion that a similar conduct 
would never obtain any reward. The nature of the benefit, 
however, was to be confidered, and nothing could feem 
better adapted, than a donation, which would be an advan- 
tage inftead of a lofs to the giver. A {hare in the firft fruits 
of a fpoil, was alfo a lure of undoubted efficacy for enticing 
future fervice. It was not in itfelf very confiderable ; but 
k might be confidered as a beginning, and fmall benefits 
carry weight with thofe who have not 6een habituated to 
great favours. 

It had been (hewn to the Sritijb Parliament, that the ex* 
ports from England to this kingdom amounted then to 
2,400,0001. annually ; befides the latter fupported a large 
{landing army, at all times ready for the defence of the 
former *, and immenfe fums of her ready cafh were fpent 
there by her numerous abfentees, pensioners and placemen ; 
yet from opprefiive reftriclions in trade, Ireland was cut off 
from the benefit of her great natural ftaple commodity, as 
well as excluded from the advantages which fhe might de- 
rive from the peculiar advantages of her fitiiation. 

The Britifh Minifter therefore moved for a committee of 
the whole Houfe, to confider of the encouragement proper 
to be given to xh&jijheriet of Great Britain and Ireland. — 
This "attention to Ireland was generally approved of, and 

after 
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after fome converfation on the hardihips this country fufc 
fered, it was propofed to extend the motion, by adding the 
words " trade and commerce •," and thereby afford an oppor- 
tunity to grant us fuch belief and indulgence in thofe ex- 
ports, as might be done without prejudice to Great Britain. 
The Minifter obje&ed to this ; however* the committee in 
its progrefs granted feveral bounties to the (hips of Great 
Britain and Ireland, for their encouragement in profecuting 
the Newfoundland filhery ) and it was farther refolved in 
favour of this kingdom, that it ftibuld be lawful to export 
from hence, cloaths-and accoutrements for fuch regiments 
on the Irifh Eftablifbment, as were employed abroad : and 
alfo, that a bounty of five fhil}ings per barrel fhould be al- 
lowed on all flax-feed imported into Ireland. This lait rdb- 
union was pafied, to prevent the evils that were apprehended 
here, from the cutting off our grfeat American fource of 
fupply in that article. Another refolution was alfo paffed, 
by which Ireland was allowed to export provifions, hooks, 
lines, nets, tools and implements for the purpofes of the 
fijbery. The committee alfo agreed to the granting of boun- 
ties for encouraging the ivhale-flfbery t in thofe feas that were 
to the fouthward of Greenland and Davi/s Streights fiiherxes ; 
and upon the fame principle took off. the duties that werd 
payable upon the importation of oil, blubber and bone from 
Newfoundland* &c. — They alfo took off the duty that was 
payable upon the importation of feal-fkins, 

Thus we are enabled to difcover the principle which gave 
rife to Britiih benevolence in this inftance towardslreland ; 
and as we obferved, it was naturally apprehended that Eng* 
land might in her then filiation*, ftand in need pf affiftance 
from this country, to augment her forces abroad, fo we find 
that in this Sdiion of 17751 it was propofed, in confe* 
queaceof aMeffagefrom hisMajefty, delivered by the Lord 
Lieutenant, that 4000 troops, out of the j 2,000 voteB for 
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the defence of this kingdom, fhould be fpared tor his Ma- 
jefty's fcrvice abroad ; the .fame, however, to be no charge 
to Ireland, aifier quitting the kingdom : And alfo, that 400a 
foreign Proteftant troops Cbould be received to replace 
them v the fetifte likewife to be no charge to this kingdom. 
The firft prOpofition was agreed to, but the latter was re- 
jected by 106 againft 68. 

•The e#e,<Ss of the conteft with America were foon felt in 
Ireland ; and the city ^>f Waterford petitioned the BrHtfb 
Parliament, fetting forth the fatal confequences that would 
reftilt therefrom to the inhabitants of that city in particular, 
as they would be thereby deprived of the only valuable 
branch of export which they were permitted to carry on with 
the colonies, that of their linen manufactures. Several 
other petitions were alfo received from manufacturing towns 
in Great Britain and Ireland againft the coercive laws that 
had* been paflcd refpecting America; but thefe, as well a* 
many that were prefented to the Crown, were all equally 
disregarded.' 

Parliamentary affairs in this kingdom were during this 
Seffion carried on as ufual, without any very remarkable oc- 
currence, except that heads of a bill for granting additional 
duties on beer, ale, &c. being tranfmitted, were returned 
with certain alterations, for which reafon, the bill was re- 
jected, and a new one framed. The like circumftances alfo 
attended the bill for granting^aop dut'ta. As there was by 
this means for fome (hort time no law here for collecting the 
additional duties on tobacco and other goods imported into 
this kingdom, great exertions; were made by the importers 
to procure fupplies of that article before a new bill could re* 
ceive the Royal Affent : an opportunity which proved of 
fome advantage to fevei*al individuals. 

A motion 
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A motion was now made Jn the Houfe of Commons, as 
follows :*— " That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty to exprcfs our inviolable attachment to his Royal JPer- 
fon and Government, and humbly to affure his Majefty, that 
we feel a confcious happinefs* in the aoiple and liberal dif- 
chargp of our duty to a Sovereign, fo ready to exprefs his 
gracious approbation of the loyal endeavours of his people. 

'" T6 return pur unfeigned thanks for l>is Majefty's pa- 
ternal folicitude at the burdens i'uftained by his people ; a 
Solicitude repeatedly communicated to us from the Throne 
by his Majefty's Reprefentatives, and fuggefting to us an 
attention to the diminution of our expence, and the dis- 
charge of our national debt. That we meet the wiihes of 
his Majefty, and that we#vill not by an inexcufable filence, 
conceal frop his Majefty the real diftrefies of his people of 
Jr eland. 

« c That af the cjofe of the laft war, jthc debt of this na* 
jt.ion did npt exceed 521,1611.' ids. 6d. and was then deem- 
ed fo confiderable, that his Majefty's paternal care thought 
itfelf called upon to direct the attention of his faithful Conv- 
znons to the dif charge of our national debt, and to fignify 
^is gracious wifhes for a very confiderable diminution of our, 
national expence. That after a peace of ten years, the 
debt of the nation appeared to be fo increafed, that it was 
voted by his faithful Commons in the laft SejfEon of Parlia- 
ment, to be a fum not exceeding 994,890). 10s, icd. a 
circumftance fo alarming and infupportable to his people, 
that we determined with one voice to put an end to the per- 
nicious practice of accumulating debt, ai}4 we thought it 
pur duty to-accomplil^ that neceflary end by firft endeavour- 
ing to raife the revenue of this kingdom to an equality with, 

1 3 ; \ '. the' 
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the eftablifljments. That we adopted every propofition of 
his Majefty's Minifters, and we accepted their promifes of 
economy with unbounded confidence ; vainly expecting that 
it would be hereafter unneccflkry to afflift our gracious Sove- 
reign, by enumerating, either the complaints or the diftrefles 
of his people. That as we wifhed to fecond the promifed 
economy of his Majefty's Minifters by every effort on our 
part, we confiderably diminifhed the fum ufuilly granted 
by this Houfe for the purpofes of national improvement.— 
That in order that there might be no remnant of any arrear 
.upon any of his Majefty's eftablifliments, we departed from 
the ufual cuftom of difcharging the arrears to the 25th of 
March only, and we raifed the fum of 265,0001. to pay 
them up to the 29th of September 1773, and to prevent the 
neeefHty of any arrear for the furare, we confentecl to a 
Stamp Duty, and feveral other taxes, which our predecef- 
fors in the times of the molt expenfive wars had nevet* 
thought proper to impofe. That the calculations of his 
Majefty's Minifters were admitted, their promifes were re- 
lied upon, the taxes they propofed were voted, and their 
projects were uninterrupted t>y any oppofltion from, his 
faithful Commons. But that we are now reduced' to the 
melancholy neceflity of informing our gracious Sovereign^ 
that thefe unqueftionable proofs of our zeal have been 
proofs of our inability. *That the new taxes have fallen 
fliort of the eftimates made by his Majefty's fl/tinifters, and 
unequal as they are to the effefts which we hoped for, they 
have ferved only to (hew that we are arrived at that point 
of taxation, where the impofltion of pew duties lowers the 
old ones. That the debts and incumbrances of his faithful 
iubjecis have increafed with fuch ait alarming rapidity, that 
we have in this Seffion been reduced to the unfortunate ne- 
ceflity of raifing 175,0001. to defray the arrears inafrredih 
One year and fix months only. That the perfeverance of 
J^$ faithful Common? was not vet sxhaufted, and we have 
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again endeavoured in the prefect Seffion, to fupport his 
Majefty's eftablifhmen.ts, by njew burdens upon ourfelves. — 
Eut that the experience of his Majefty's Minifters, affifted 
by the beft efforts of his faithful Coinmons, hap been able 
to devife one new tax only — a tax upon Spirits — a tax, the 
laft which we propofed for hi$ Majefty's fervicjp, becaufe it 
.was of the moil doubtful nature ; a tax which proves our 
defpondency as wiell as our zeal, and concerning which we 
know nothing certainly, except that.it cannot produce 
enough. Th^t we fee before us the necefiity of borrowing, 
Seffion aftfr Seffion, continued. We fee the funds on 
which we ufed to borrow, nearly exhausted. We fee the 
new duties which we raife^ with the hopes of providing a 
fufficient revenue within the year, mortgaged in part for 
the payment of our incumbrances, and that we fee his 
Majefty's Minifters relapfing into their former defpondency 
of ftpplyin^ the exigencies of the State in any other man- 
ner, after every effort macje on their part, and fecpnded tyy 
us, and with a dreadful increafc of debt incurred during the 
experiment Tfcat if an indulgence to his Majefty's Mi- 
nifters could induce us to fupprefs thefo truths, we fliould 
be guilty of a criminal deceit towards the beft of Sovereigns. 
. That could we neglect the moft effentiai interefts of our- 
fclves, Qur conftituents, and our pofterity, ftill our duty to 
his Majefty would orevent us ; from fuffering the refources of 
his Majefty's power ar*d dignity to dwindle and decay, and 
that we are the paore necefljtated t? make this earneft ap- 
plication, becaufe tl*e evils we fuffer are not temporary or 
occaftonal ; becaufe we cannot attribute them to any phyfi* 
cal evil, or proud national exertion, but to a filent, wafting 
a$d invifible caufe, qrbjch has injured the people without 
adding ftrength to the Crown. That we therefore perform 
the indifpenfable duty of laying our ^liftrefles at the foot pf 
Jthe Throne, that Hiftory may not report us as a nation, 
w^o, in the midft of peace, and under a gracious King,. 

I 4 equally 
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equally ready to warn and to relieve, proceeded deliberately 
to their own ruin, without one appeal to the, wifdom, which 
Would have redrefled them. And that we do appeal from 
the temporary expedients of his Majefty's Minifters, to his 
own wifdom and virtues, and to that permanent intereft 
which his Majefty has, and ever will have, in the welfare of 
his people. And if fupplicationcan add force to the plead- 
ings of our common intereft, and of our perfqvefing 
loyalfy, we fupplicate, that his Majefty will gracioufly turn 
his Royal attention to the reduction' of our eltabliftimehts, 
which we are unable to fupport, and which we would 
fupport if we could. That we do hot prefume to point out 
more particularly what his Royal wifdom will more properly 
and effectually diftinguifh. That after all our efforts, and 
all our difappointments, we have one fure refource in his 
Majefty's Royal juftice and wifdom, and we do reft aflured, 
that -our gracious Sovereign will not fuffer the ftrength of 
his Crown to be impaired, or the glories of his reign to be 
fullied, by the unaccountable and entire ruin of a loyal 
people." 

This motion was negatived. 

As to the ftate of the national accounts, it appeared, 
that the expences .for the two laft years ending Lid y- day 
1775., exceeded the revenues by 447,797!. os. iofd.— It 
therefore again became neceffary to borrow ; and the perni- 
cious fyftem of a Tontine, or annuities with furvivorfhip, was 
recurred to — 175,0001. being raifed upon tertfis fimUar with 
the Tontine formerly mentioned. 

In addition to the {iifadvantages ariilng from this mode 
of borrowing, there was one almoft peculiar and highly dit 
tfeffing to this country j the greateft part of the fubferiptioh 
being made abroad, not only the expence of agency was 
incurred fpr the payment pf the annuities in Londffi, but 
. . ■ ; - • •' «- what 



. Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



Collectanea ptiitica* 129 

what .was infinitely worfc, the amount of thofe annuities 
being remitted «ut of the kingdom, became an additional 
drain to its fpecie, and thereby an increafe of the evil arifiog 
from Abfentees. * The debt of the nation was now 
931,690!. is. 9|d. — and the amount of penfions 15816351. 
4s. Sfd. 

The Parliament being prorogued was afterwards diffolved, 
and a new one aflembled in June 1776, at which time 
Edmond Sexton Pery, Efq. was re-elecled Speaker by the 
Commons: it was prorogued foon after, and did not meet 
again 'till 1777. 

The American difpute, which fo much, engaged the #r 
tention of every part of the Britifh empire, naturally became 
about this tirne a fubjefl: of confideration amongft the citi- 
zens of Dublin. — In 1775, the £?rl of Effingham^ tinding 
that the regiment in which he %ved was intended to a& 
againft the Colonies, thought it inconiiftent with his charac- 
ter and unbecoming of his dignity to enforce nieaiures T *ith 
his fword, which he had utterly condemned in his Legisla- 
tive capacity. — Hf therefore wrote a letter to the Secretary 
at War, refigning his command in the army, and ftating 
his reafims for it. This conduct rendered that Nobleman 
extremely popular, and the City of Dublin at the Midfunv* 
mer Quarter Affembly, voted public thanks to Lord Effing- 
ham, *' for having confidently with the principles of a true 
Englifhman refufed tq draw his fword, (which had been 
before employed to the honour of his Country) againft the 
lives and liberties of his fellow-fubjedts in America." Soon 
after a iimilar addrejs of thanks, but in ftill fuller terms, 
was prefented to him from the Guild of Merchants of Dub- 
lin : the latter 3U0 prefented an addrefs of thanks to the 

feveral 
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feveral Peers, who (as they faid) " in fupport of the Con- 
futation, and in oppofition to a weak and wicked Admi- 
niftration, protefted againft the American l^eftraining Bills." 
Thisaddrefs, with the feveral anfwers of the Lords to whom 
it was prefented, appeared at that time in the public papers. 

The Sheriffs and Commons of Dublin had for . fome 
time endeavoured to obtain the concurrence of the then 
Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen, in a petitiqn to the 
Throne, againft the meafures purfued with refpeft to the 
Colonies ; but were anfwered by the latter, upon their firjt 
application, that the matter was of the bigbeji importance t 
and therefore inexpedient. Upon a fubfequent occafion, 
however, a committee of fix* Aldermen, with as many of 
the Common Council, were appointed to draw up a petition 
and addrefs ; which after feveral weeks preparation or delay, 
being at length accomplifhed, the petition was arrefted in 
its further progrefe, by a negative from the Lord Mavor an<l 
Aldermen, * * 

Upon this difappointment, the Sheriffs and Commons 
entered into refolutions, which they prefaced as follows : 
« r Anxious to preferve our reputatidns| from the odium 
that muft remain to all pofterity on the names of tl^ofe|rwho 
in any wife promote the afts now carrying on in America ; 
and feeling the moA poignant grief, as well on account of 
the injured inhabitants of that country, as on that of our 
brave countrymen, fent on the unnatural errand of killing 
their feliow-fubjefts ;" 

■«? Refolved, That it is the duty of every good citizen to 
exert his utmoft abilities to allay the unhappy difputes that 
at prcfent difturb the Britifh empire. 

< * Refilvedy That whoever would refufe his confent to a 
dutiful petition to the King, tending to undeceive his Ma- 
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jefty, and from which it could be hoped that the effuGon of 
one clrop of fubjeft-blbod might be prevented, is not a friend 
to the Britifli Conftitution." 

Some time after, James Wi/fon, Efq. who had been a 
Captain of Marines, and a Member of the Irilh Houfe of 
Commons, fent a memorial to his Majefty requeuing leave 
to lay down his Commiflion, as (he faid) he could not coik- 
fiftently with his confeience, ferve in the difpute then fub-' 
fifting againft the Americans. This Gentleman in the year 
1760, railed 130 men (as the purchafe of his Company) on 
"his own eflate in Ireland, and continued from thence until 
the peace 1763, in actual fervice, with the higheft credit to 
^imfelf ?nd unfuUied reputation, 

Thefe circumftances (hew, the opinion both of corporate 
bodies and private individuals, on that unfortunate conteft : 
the manner of its termination demonftrates how far fuch 
ppinion was well founded. 

In February 176(5, a Proclamation was iffued by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council, laying an embargo, for an unlimit- 
ed time, on all provifions of whateyer kirid, except to Great 
Britain* and the Britifli dominions not in rebellion, to which 
falted beef, pork, bacon, and butter might be fent by per- 
rniffion of an fyigliQi aft of Parliament, This proceeding 
was confidered illegal, and the force of fuch a proclamation 
was warmly debated in the Houfe of Commons : it was put 
to the tcft by the fpirited exertions of a patriotic Member of 
that (loufe, George Qgte, Efq. who in. oppofitjon thereto 
foon^ after .patTed an entry in the Cuftom-houfe of Dublin 
for 300 barrels of beefc to be (hipped in a veflel then in 
'the harbour of that city, and bound for Bourdeaux. 

It has been already mentioned, that during the laft Sef- 
Con in 1775, a meflage from, his Majefty was communicated 
1 ' to 
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to the Houfe of Commons, requiring the ufe of 4000 men 
out of the army of Ireland for foreign fervice, and propofing 
to replace them by foreign Proteftant troops, without any 
jxpence to this ceuntry : the firft propofal was complied with,' 
but the acceptance of foreign troops refufed. 

The engagement for the difpofal of the public money, 
included in the foregoing meffage, without the confent or 
knowledge of the Britijh Houfe of Commons, rendered 
this fubject a matter of difcuffion in that body. On the 15th 
of February, 1776, Mr. "Thomas Townjhend there intro- 
duced it as a breach of the privileges of that Houfe, arid 
ftated his complaint in the following words : 

" That the Earl of Harcourt, Lord Lieutenant General, 
and General Governor of Ireland, 4;d, on the 23d day of 
November laft, in breach of tfy? privilege, and in deroga- 
tion of the honour and authority of this Houfe, fend a writ- 
ten meffage to the Houfe of Commons of the Parliament of 
Ireland, figned with his own hand, to the following ef- 
fect ;" having then recited the meffage, he moved that a 
committee be appointed to enquire into the matter of the 
foid complaint, and to report the fame, as it fhbuld appear tq 
them, to the Houfe. 

This gentleman fupported his motion with great ability* 
and was equally well feconded by his friends. They main- 
tained, that the privileges of that Houfe, though applied to 
therofelves individually or collectively in a more confined 
fcofc, were the indubitable right of all the Coramc*ns of 
England, who had one general intereft in them. That 
though each of thefe was an object of consideration, they all 
funk to a very inferior degree of importance, when at >all 
placed in oppofition to, or compared with, that ineftimabls 
privilege, the power of granting money, of holding the purfe 
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of their conftituents, and of guarding it from the bands of 
Violence 9 art, or fraud. This was a truft of the firft.magai* 
tude, which, in fait, included every other ; for white that 
was preferred inviolate, the Crown would remain under the 
Conftitotional controul of Parliament ; but whenever that 
way wrefted by open force, defeated by indirect means, ot 
done away by fraud, the liberties and privileges of the peo- 
ple would be for ever annihilated. They fhewed the wife, 
commendable, and well-founded jealoufy fliewn by the Com* 
mons, when at any time, even the other Houfe had inter- 
fered in the fmalleft degree with that great privilege ; but 
that when any attempts of this fort were made by the Crown, 
or its minifteriai agents, they immediately caught the 
alarm ; and however they were before divided, had, at aU 
times, uniformly united, as if a&uaeed by one foul, in refitt- 
ing the fmalleft encroachment upon their power of granting 
or refilling their own money, and that of their conftituents. 

They faid, that the menage in queftion prefented feverat 
faces, and contained matters of the moft fufpicious and 
alarming nature. That if the conditions it held out had 
been accepted, the Parliament of England would have been 
pledged to that of Ireland for the payment of* 8000 men, 
only to have the ufe of 4000 , fo'that Ireland was to be* 
bribed into an acceptance of this infidious bargain, by re- 
taining her ufual eftabliihrhent as to number, while (he was 
to be eafed of one third of the burthen. That fuch a pro- 
pofition could only have originated from the worft defigns, * 
as the abfurdity, they faid, was too glaring to be charged to 
any degree of folly. But that the nalure of the bargain was 
a matter of little confequence, when put in competition 
with that double violation of the Conftitution, that daring 
temerity, of engaging for the payment of great fums of 
money, and venturing to propofe the introduction of foreign 
forces, without the confent of Parliament. 

Some 
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Some gentlemen went fo far as to fay, that no doubt could 
be entertained of the defigns from whence thefe proportions 
originated. One was an experiment on the Irifh Parlia- 
ment, to try if it could be induced to confent to the recep- 
tion of foreign troops, thereby to eftablifh a precedent 
which might be afterwards applied to other purpofes. The 
other alfo had its fixed object It was a fcheme, they faid* 
however deep, formed on very Cmple principles, and went 
directly to veft in the Crown the virtual power of taxing, as 
opportunity might ferve, both Great Britain and Ireland.— 
In Ireland, the Minffter was to be taught to aik fome favour j 
then England was to be pledged* In England again, when 
fuch circumftances occurred, as rendered the attempt im- 
practicable, Ireland was to be taxed, to maintain the fu« 
premacy of the Britilh Legiflature. In the mean time, it 
prepared the minds of the people, and habituated them to 
fuch notions, as would by degrees be the means of reducing 
the Parliament of each to be the mere inftrumental agents 
of the Crown, without the leaft degree of will or independ- 
ence . whatever. 

Adininlftration feemed in an odd fituation upon this at? 
tack. Th* matter was ferious ; the offer of introducing 
foreign troops without the previous confent of Parliament, 
indeed to introduce them at alias a permanent part of our 
eftablifhment, could not be a matter of indifference t* the 
Conftitution and fafety of thefe kingdoms. On this occa- 
fion, no fmall marks of want of concert and fyftem appear- 
ed, in the grounds upon which this meafure was explained 
and defended in the debate. The Minifter difavowed thofe 
fpecific inftruftions, upon which it was fuppofed the meflage 
- muft have been founded ; but acknowledged his general co- 
operation, in matters relative to the government of Ireland. 
Both he, anA another Lord, then lately come into Adminiftra- 
tion, difclaimed all refponfibility whatever, for the conduct 
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bf his Majefty's fervants in that kingdom. They faid ia 
general or feparately, that the Viceroy might have miftaken, 
or exceeded his inftru&ions ; that he might not have con- 
veyed his meaning in the cleareft terms ; but that there was 
no relation between the Brhifh miniftry and the King's fer- 
vants in that country, which rendered the former in any de- 
gree accountable for thefe matters, and consequently they 
could not be afie&ed by any cenfure grounded upon them. 
They, however, juftificd the firft proportion in the meflage, 
as referring to the promife which the King had made to the 
Parliament of Ireland, that ia,ooo of the forces on that 
eftablifhment fnould always be left for the defence of that 
kingdom. In that fenfe, they faid, the propofal was ftriftly 
defenfible, and came clearly and legally within the conflitu- 
tional exercife of the regal power. As to the fecond propo- 
sition, it was allowed that the paying for 8000 men, when 
4000 only were* obtained, appeared to be extremely uneco- 
nomical ; that however, if the men could not be obtained 
upon better terms, the meafure was defenfible on the ground 
of neceffity *, and if there were alfo fufficient reafons for 
thinking it better to employ natives than foreigners in North 
America, they would be a juftification of the latter part of 
the fame proportion. 

Whilft the official Minifter flood on this ground, a totalty' 
different mode of defence was adopted by feveral of thofewho 
are vulgarly known under the denomination of the King's 
friends. Some of thefe maintained the high prerogative 
right, of introducing foreign forces into any part of the do- 
minions, whenever the exigencies of ftate rendered it expe- 
dient or neceflary. They alfo infilled, that the meflage was 
worded^ in a manner perfe&ly agreeable to official ufage ; 
that the King had a right to bind himfelf by promife to his 
Irifh Parliament, and to make the prefent application for a 
releafe from that prpraife. That the meafure was in e*a& 
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conformity with, or more propeHy a part, of thofe undoubt- 
ed branches of the prerogative, by which the Crown rarfed 
troops of its own will, and then applied to Parfiament fcfc 
their payment, or entered into treaties, for the fame purpofe, 
with foreign Princes, and pledged it for a due performance 
of the articles. 

Some others on the fame fide/ not fatisfied with endea- 
vouring by explanation to weaken what was faid by the 
mover to be the obvious fenfe of the words, attempted boldly 
to prove, that the meflage meant the direct reverfe. Thefe 
contended, rather ludicroufly enough, that the whole Par- 
liament of Ireland had not only totally mifunderftood the 
meaning of the meffage, and mifconceived the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's intentions, but that they had gone through a feries 
of public bufinefs founded upon that deception and error, 
without the fmalleft light being offered by the Nobleman hi 
queftion, though the Speaker had, at the head of the Houfe 
of Commons, made a public declaration of his and their 
blindnefs in his prefence. It is very difficult to reconcile 
the grounds of thefe arguments ; and this laft, of fuppofing 
that the Lor4 Lieutenant and the whole Irifli Leg i flat ure 
were miftaken in the fubject of a meflage fent by the one, 
£td received and anfwered by the other, was fcarcely fuitable 
to fo important a matter. 

Some of the gentlemen in oppofition confidered the btrfi- 
nefs as of fomewhat a lefs dangerous nature, from the 
fcheme's not being carried into execution. They held, that 
the fpirit and magnanimity of Ireland, in rejecting the fo- 
reign troops, and in refufing to accept the offer for lefiening 
her own burthen by throwing a part of it upon 6reat Britain, 
had already obviated the mifchievous tendency of 'that mea r 
fure ; fo that the only object 6f cenfure now remaining, was 
the evil intention from which it originated* They alfo held; 
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that the whole weight of the cenfure would fall upon the 
Lord Lieutenant, who was merely minifterial in the bufinefs, 
while thofe who were really culpable would not only pafs 
untouched, but very poffibly, from fame crooked motive of 
policy, might rejoice in the ill-placed effedfc. After very 
considerable debates, the queftion being put near twelve at 
night, the motion for a committee was rejected upon a divi- 
fion, by a majority of 224 to 106. 

A motion was then made for laying the votes of the Irifh 
Commons, of fome fpecified dates, and relative to this bu- 
finefs, before the Houfe, which paffed in the negative with- 
out a divifion. This was fucceeded by the following motion, 
" That it is highly derogatory to the honour, arid a violent 
breach of the privileges of this Houfe, and a dangerous in- 
fringement of the Conftitution, for any perfon whatever to 
prefume to pledge his Majefty's Royal word to the Houfe of 
Commons of the Parliament of Ireland; «* That any part of * . 
the troops upon the eftablifhment of that kingdom /hall, 
upon being fent out of that kingdom, become a charge upon 
Great Britain," without the confent of this Houfe, or for 
any perfon to prefume to offer to the Houfe of Commons 
of the Parliament of Ireland, without the confent of this ^ 
Houfe, " That fuch national troops, fo feut out of Ireland, 
fhall be replaced by foreign troops, at the expence of Great 
Britain." The motion for this refolution was loft, by putting 
the previous queftion, without a divifion. 
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CHAPTER VII 



Adminijlratton of Lord Buckingham/hire.— Sejfton 1777.—- 
Petitions againfl the Embargo. — Money Bills. — State $f Ma- 
nufactures* — Proceedings in the Briiijb Parliament. — Mo* 
tion in the Commons of Ireland for an Addrefs to his Majefly, 
on the State of the Nation — Me f age from his Majefiy re- 
f peeling the conduEt of France. — Money raifedby Tontine^ &c. 
Bills pajjed.— Indulgences granted to the Roman Catholics. — 
Death of Lord Chaihaml--His Characler* 

WE now draw near a period, when the affairs *f Ire- 
land, became more interefting. In the beginning of 
the year 1777^ the Earl of Buckinghamjiiire topk upon him- 
felf the Government of this Country. Before this appoint- , 
ment was made, means were ufed to fmooth the way for a 
new Viceroy. A great promotion in point of rank, and an, 
enormous augmentation as to number, took place in the 
Irifh Peerage. Five Vifcounts were advanced to Earldoms, 
ieven Barons to be Vifcounts, and no lefs, than eighteen 
new Barons created in the courfe of one day. The Arifto- 
cratic part of the Conftitution will be found to have in- 
creafed rapidly both here and in Great Britain, during the 
prefent reign. 

Parliament aflembled under the Vicegerency of Lord 
Buckinghamihire in Oftober 1777, and at the opening of 
the Seffion, his Excellency ' in his fpeech to both Houfes, 
with equal prudence and modefty, declined « making 
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any profeffions relative to his future conduct ;" — " it is by 
the tenor of my afiions (fays he) that the character of my Adtni* 
nijlration muji be determined* . 

* 

A petition was prefented to the Houfe of Commons, from 
the merchants and traders of Cork, fetting forth that about 
the month of November 17769 an embargo was laid on all 
(hips laden with provifions, and bound from this kingdom 
to foreign countries, which was ftill continued by Govern- 
ment, and had been very ftriftly enforced : that in confe- 
q'uence of this long embargo, an extend ve beneficial trade, 
carried on for feveral years by this kingdom to France, Spain, 
Portugal and Holland, for the fupply of provifions, had 
been not only interrupted, but was in danger of being en- 
tirely loft ; the petitioners being informed that the mer- 
chants of thefe countries were refpecYively {locked and pro- 
vided from Ruffia, Sweden, Denmark and Hamburgh, 
whereby the ufual returns to this kingdom were difcontinu- 
ed, new enemies to our commerce were rajfed, and our com- 
modities rendered ufelefs and unprofitable. That, great 
quantities of fmall beef, not fit for the ufe of Government 
or the Sugar Colonies, being made up in that city, and alfo 
great quantities of beef and butter being annually brought 
to that market, thefe commodities of a perifhable nature 
werp then decaying for, want of a free export, to the great 
injury of the proprietors in particular and of the kingdom 
id general. That in fupport of thefe affertions, .there then 
remained on hands fince the preceding year, a very confi*- 
derablc quantity of provifions, the property of feveral mer- 
chants in that city, not wanted by Government, and there- 
fore without opportunity of fale ; and although a canfiderable 
part of the feafon in which thefe articles are ufually made 
up and exported, had already elapfed, no demand whatfo- 
ever. then exifted for them, except for fuch quantities as 
were required by Government alone. That his Majefty's 
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revenue, which before had received large and conftarrt fup^ 
plies from the Cuftoms of the city of Gorki had defcreafed 
in proportion to the decay of their trade. That this em- 
bargo, therefore, at that time, not being warranted by any 
great fqbftantial neceffity, but on the contrary, reftrairiing 
and preventing the diffufion of trade, was pregnant with the 
moft ruinous confequences, not only to the commercial, but 
alfa to the landed interefts of this nation : and therefore the 
petitioners prayed redrefs. 

It is certain the fituation of Ireland was at this time truly 
deplorable. In Dublin, numbers of Wretched manufadurers 
had been reduced to extreme indigence, and wopkl have 
abfolutely perifhed, were they not fupported by public cha- 
rity: nor was Government able to make grants, either to 
promote induftry, or to relieve the national calamities. 
JSvery branch of the revenue failed, and fuch was the po- 
verty of the nation, that the militia law could not be car- 
ried into effeft. Ireland could not pay her forces abroad, 
and was obliged to borrow money from England to pay thofe 
at home. The Parliament was neteffitated to raife money 
at an exorbitant intereft j the expences in 1777 having 
amounted to above 80jOOol. more than the revenue: 
i66,oool. was therefore of dercd to be borrowed, which was 
rai fed in the old manner upon debentures at 4I. per cent. 

The Speaker upon preftnting the Money Bills on the 24th 
of December 1777, fays, " The fame principle of duty, 
which dire&ed the proceedings of the laft Parliament, has 
eminently diftinguifhed the prefent, in this their firft Sec- 
tion, a certain proof that it is not confined to any clafs of 
men 9 but a&uates the whole mafs of the people ia this 
kingdom/' 

<c The Commons, however, difappointed in their hopes 
that the large fums which have been raifed to difcharge the 
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debts fucceffively incurred, and the great addition of taxes 
nqkich have been impofed to prevent any future deficiency , would 
liave proved effeftual for thpfe purpofes, have now made 
protifions for a new arrear of i66,oooL which they could 
not accomplifh without a loan : to pay tfye intereft of which 
t^ey have been obliged tp engage the fcanty remnant of the 
fgrmer loan duties : in this they have confidered more the 
honour of his Majefly's Qovernment, than the ability of the 
nation." * 

T^e fituation of the manufacturers in Dublin, at this 
time, appears from a petition prefented to Parliament this 
S,effion, which ftated, That the petitioners being made ac- 
quainted with the extreme diftrefs of the working manufac- 
turers and their families, cpnfequent to the want of employ- 
ment, had for fome time paft aflbciated themfelves, in order 
tp devife and adminiftcr the- moft effe&ual relief in rtieir 
power ; that aided by the liberal benefaftions of many others, 
they had daily fupplied the craving necemTies of above 
twenty thoufand perfons, numbers of whom muft elfe have 
actually perifhed for want of food. That the petitioners, 
well aware how much more defirable it was in every refpeft, 
tp enable the poor to earn their own livelihood, than to fup- 
port them in idlenefs, early direftcd their attention to that 
important objett, and refolved to apply as much of the 
fund, which the public liberality had fupplied, as could be 
fpared from the immediate relief of prefent urgent neceffity, ' 
to the purpofe of bounties on manufactures purchafed by 
wholefale buyers within a (hprt t/iroe ; hoping that meafure 
might, have created a ufeful demand: but they prefently 
found the caufe of the diftrefs to be of too great a magnitude 
to be affected by their feeble efforts. From the beft infor- 
mation that had been obtained, and the moft probable cal- 
if 3 cujations 
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dilations that could be formed, the petitioners had reafon 
to believe that there were manufad&ires in Dublin, of wool, 
worfted, filk, linen and cotton, to the amount of at leaft 
300,0001. lying on the hands of the makers, for which 
there was not any demand, the fhop-keepers and retailers 
being already loaded with very heavy flocks ; whereas that 
feafon of the year the ufual demand for moft of thefe ma- " 
nufa&ures had been fo great as entirely to take off the goods 
from the makers. The petitioners, therefore, beg'd leave 
to obferve, that fuch unhappy circumflances utterly incapa- 
citated the manufacturers from proceeding in their refpeftive 
branches of buGnefs, and giving employment to the poor. 
That it would be an indignity to the wifdom and humanity 
of the Houfe, for the petitioners to attempt to expatiate on 
the importance and neceffity of furnifliing employment to 
the lower orders of the people, or on the prefent affecting 
nfiferies of the poor of the city of Dublin 5 and it would as 
ill become them to prefume to point out modes of relief. — 
That it was only for the petitioners to hring that great fub- 
ject to the view of the Houfe, to ftate the facts which had 
come to their knowledge, and when required to fupport 
them by evidence ; having a moft perfect confidence that 
fuch relief as fhould appear neccffary and adequate, would 
not be lefs freely granted than it was earneftly wifhcd and 
prayed for by the petitioners. " 

Another petition was alfo prcfented from the manufac- 
turers of filk, wool, linen and cotton, in the city of Dublin 
and Liberties adjoining ; fetting forth, that the petitioners 
from want of trade, were overloaded with goods for which 
there was no demand, amounting to upwards of three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. That having worked up their capir 
tals and credit, and finding no fale for the goods, they had: 
been under the painful neceffity of discontinuing employment 
to the working people, whereby they and their families, to 
$e number of xnanv thpufands, were reduced to extreme 
' * 4 ■" *' * . * poverty. 
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poverty. That the relief of half a pound of oatmeal or 
of flour, per day, for each perfon, had then ceaftd, the 
fund raifed by the humanity of the nobility and gentry for 
*hat purpofe being then nearly exhaufted. That the con- 
•dkion of the unemployed poor, their wives and children, 
was become truly deplorable, which the petitioners humbly 
laid before that Ijoufe, hoping for relief only from the 
wifdom of Parliament. ? 

Such was the miferablc fituation of Iriflj affairs ; and the 
jconfequences affected ffeveral perfons in England, who had 
cftates ia this country, and became in fome degree par- . 
jtakers in the common calamity. A committee was there- 
fore appointed by the Houfe of Commons in Great Britain, 
to take into confideration trie trade of Ireland ; and the fol- 
lowing refolntion? were paffed : « That tjie Irifli might be 
permitted to export directly to the Prit|£h plantations, or ti> 
jthe fettlements on the coaft of Africa, all the produce or 
the manufacture #f the kingdom, wopi or woolko manufac- 
ture only excepted, or commodities of the growth or ma- 
nufactures of Great Britain, legally imported from that king- 
dom ; as alio foreign certificate goods, wader the fame con- 
dition. That all the goods, the produce of any pf the Bri- 
fifh fettlements, or of the fettlements on the eoafts of 
Africa, tobacco excepted, be allowed to be directly imported 
into Ireland. That glafs, manufactured in Ireland, be per- ' 
pitted to be exported from it, to all places, Qreat Britain 
excepted. That cotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, 
be allowed to be imported into Great Britain ; and that Irifl* 
fail-cloth and cordage fhould have the fame privilege." Bills 
were accordingly. framed x>n thefe refolutions, but the trad- 
ing and manufacturing towns of Great Britain foon took the 
fcdarm ; they confidered every increafe of the trade of Ire- 
land, not only as prejudicial to their intereft, but an en- 
K 4 croachment 
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croachment on their rights : c on fequently, many petitions 
were prefentcd to the Britifli Parliament, againft the in- 
tended indulgence to Ireland. — Counfel and evidence were 
at different times heard on this occafion, and at length, in 
confequence of fome compromife between the fupporters 
and oppofers of thefe bills, although the former {hewed a 
great fuperiority of ftrength, it was notwithftanding thought 
expedient to give up for the prefent, moft of the advan- 
tages, that were originally intended for this country. Some 
(enlargement, however, . was given to the linen trade, par- 
ticularly to the article of cheques, and ferae openings given 
in the African and Weft India trades, which did not before 
.txift. Thus the meafure at its final tranfit through the 
Pritifh Parliament^ might be rather considered as an open- 
ing to future fervice, and an earneft of good intention, 
than as'affbrding any immediate benefit, or even as holding 
put any future advantage pf any great importance to Ireland* 

On the 6th of February 1778, it was xnoyed ip the Com- 
mons " that an humble. Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
humbly to lay ourfelves at his Majefty's feet, to aflure hini 
of our un(haken affection to his Perfon and Government, 
to lay before him the ftate cf this nation, declaring our readi- 
nefs and zeal to fupport, in the moft honourable manner, 
the neceflary expences of his Government, and the dignity 
of his Crown •, that, however, in the prefenf Seffion of 
Parliament we have granted tjie fupplies, which were aflsed 
for the fupport of the prefent eftablifliments, yet we (hould 
deceive his Majefty if we fuffered him from thence to con- 
ceive that the e*pence of thofe eftabliflmients could meet 
with the continued fupport, or entire approbation of his 
faithful Commons. 

That the expences of his Majefty's Government have fo 
encreafed in the courfe of twenty years, that the charge of 
the Civil tift alone has nearly doubled that period. 
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j 
That one of the many caufes of that encreafe is the rapid 
an;i aftonifhing growth of the Penfion Lift, now more than 
ever an objeft of univerfal complaint ; a Lift which does now 
greatly exceed the expences of all other charges of the Civil 
Lift, even in it's prefent ftate, and does confiderably exceed 
the whole Civil Lift at Lady-day, 1757 ; and is nearly double 
the charge of the Penfion Lift at that period when it was 
fo extravagant, that the Commons, fenfible of its weight, 
entered unanimoufly into the following refoiution, which, 
with many others againft it, were laid before his late Majefty : 

' « Refolved, that the granting of fo much of the public 
revenue in penfions isan improvident difpofition of the r$ T 
venue, an injury to the Crown, and detrimental to the 
publish 

That this encreafe in the Penfion Lift is more feverejy 
felt by his Majefty's fubje&s, when they confider that its 
prefent extravagance does not appear to have any foundation 
or excufi in the public fervice, or private want of thole who 
principally compofe it 5 and his IVf ajefty's faithful fubje&s 
have reafon to believe, that in a Lift fp greatly augmented 
in favour of fuch perfons, and in times of accumulating debt, 
the real names of fome of thofe penfioners, and the 
merits of more, have not been truly laid before him. 

That another caufe of this encreafe is a number of new, 
grea^and additional falaries, in the nature of penfions, an* 
nexed to leffer offices, moftly finecure, or of fo infignificant 
a truft, that the frugality of former times allotte4 to them, 
fmall falaries. . 

That another caufe is the creation of new employments', 
pr the annexing great falaries to old offices that became oh- 

iblete, becaufe they were ufelpfs. 
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That offices fo created or revived, or endowed with great 
additional falaries, are become a heavy charge upon his Ma- 
jefty's faithful fubjecls,* unneceflary to the dignity of his 
Crown, and under a Prince of lefs virtue, dangerous to the 
Conftitution. 

That his Majefty's predeceflbrs were gracioufly pleafed to 
confine military contingencies and concordatum to certain 
bounds, but in the laft two years, during a confiderable 
part of which time a great proportion of the army was not 
on the eftablifliment, the exceedings on military contingen- 
cies were greater by far thaj} ip the two former years, and 
greater than ever was known in Ireland* of which unex^ 
junpled excefs, a very confiderable part does not appear fee 
be expended for military purpofes, t|ut as an inferior Pen*, 
fion Lift, applied to the ufe of perfons, many of whom, 
from their occupation or fex t cannot be comprehended 
within the meaning of a military contingency. 

That the charge for exceedings on concordatuqi, like tbofc 
pi military contingencies, has greatly exceeded its limit, and 
in its excefs and application i^.a grievance* 

That the original eftablifliment was io,oooJ. that the 
exceedings of Lady-day, 1777* was above 50,0001. an ex- 
ceeding greater than ever was known before, part of which 
Was for fecret fervice, an expence fufpicious frpm its nature, 
and alarming from its growth, 

» 

That the exceedings on military contingencies and concor* 
datum are the more an object of our jealoufy, as we pre- 
fume they are the more unbounded, becaufe they do not 
come under the previous infpeftion of his Majefty, and to 
this we attribute the abufes which have prevailed in both, 
and the application of great fums of public money to pur* 
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pofes which do not feem to belong to faid eftabliflimcnts, 
or to any branch 6f the expence of Government. 

That in 1773, hisMajcfty's faithful Commons did grant 
feveral new duties ; that they were induced to fuch grant by 
a reliance then had op the faith of his Majefty's Minifters : 
plighted by the moft folemn aflurances publicly made to his 
Commons, that the then expences of Government fliould 
be greatly retrenched, fo that the new grants of the people, 
and the ftipulated retrenchment by the Miniftry fhould unite 
to eftablifh a fyftem of equalization, an$l put an end to the 
ruinous practice of running in debt, 

That his Majefty^ faithful Commons hav$ performed: 
their part of the engagement, by railing the revenue ; bu{: 
that the expences of this Government, inftead of being di- 
minifhed, have been beyond example encreafed, infomuch 
that the Commons did, in this Seffion of Parliament, come 
unanimoufjy to the following jrefolutions : 

w Refolved, that the net .produce of .the unappropriated 
revenue for the two years, ending at Lady-day , 1777, as 
ftated in the Accqmptant General's Paper, No. V. includ- 
ing occafional payinents, exceeded the produce of the faid 
revenue for the two yeajs, ending Lady-day, 1775, in the 
fum of 214,295!. 5s. ufd. 

<< Refolved, that the charge of the military eftablifbment* 
from Lady- day f 1775, to Lady-day 9 1777, was lefs than the 
charge of that eftablifhment in the two former years, ia 
the fum of 98,2401* i<s. 4jd. 

Refolved, that it appears from the Accomptant General'; 
Paper, No. III. that the total amount of public charges, 
exdufivc of appropriated funds, and deducting the charge 

'on 
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on account of Duncarinon Fort, for the two years, Nsnding 
Lady-day, 1777, was 1,629,0731. 5s. 2jcL and exceeded 
the revenue applicable thereto, in the fum of 82,1301. 
19s. id." 

That it appears that the higheft revenue ever known in 
this country does not equal the expences of Government, 
even when a great proportion of the army is not on the 
cftabliCbmcnt, 

That the bounty of his Majefty's Commons has had little . 
efledt, other than to encourage new and unneceffary expences, 
whereby his faithful Commons are fubjeft to a ftill accumu- 
lating debt, and likewife to thofe taxes granted for the fole 
purpofe of putting an end tp fo ruinous a practice* 

That as the expences of Government, when the army re- 
turn, will be considerably greater, fo the revenue upon an 
average calculation, will be probably lefs ,than in the two lad 
years : That the revenues have already gone back in the 
half year, ending Iaft September, above io,oool. 

That accordingly his Majefty's Minifters, finding them- 
felves unable to fupport the prefent charges of Government, 
without encreafing the debt of the nation, though aided by 
all the new laxes^ and though a great proportion of the 
army was not upon the eftablifliment, did apply for a loan 
of i66,cool. bringing down the arrear to the 29th of iaft 
September j a method which has not been the ufual refort of 
his Majefty's Minifters, and which befpeaks their fenfe of 
the ftate of the nation. 

That, at the conclufion of the Iaft war, his Majefty was 
gracioufly pleafed to order the then Chief iSovernbr of Ire- 
land) to recommend to his faithful Commons a diminution 

of. 
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of the then' debt, and a redaction of the then expences of 
Government ; that the debt of the nation, as refolvcd, wa* 
then 52 r,i 6 il. 16s. ofd. that the debt of the nation at 
Lady-day, 1777, was not lcfs than 834,086!. 19s. 3d. and 
the nation is likewife fubjecl to the payment of certain life 
annuities, at the rate of 61. per cent, for the fura of 
440,000]. befides i66,oool. provided for by loan this Sef- 
fion of Parliament ; in all 1,440,0861. 19s. 3d. of which 
the greater part has been accumulated fincethe peace, and 
more particularly within thefe few years lad pad, notwith- 
fianding the new taxes granted to put an end to the ruinous 
practice, of running in debt. 

That the loan duties were the laft Seffion of Parliament 
encreafed ; and when the loan of the prefent Seffion fhali be 
reforted to, will in all probability be exhaufted. 

That the expences which have out-run the abilities of 
the people appear the more alarming, becaufe his Majefty's 
faithful Commons cannot be apprized what bounds are in- 
tended to be put to them. 

That even though we could be induced to think that 
fuch expences were the objefts of fupport, not of retrench- 
ment, yet an attempt to lay new duties upon import, ex- 
port or home confumption, would probably deprefs the old 
duty, and hazard or deftroy the weakly remains of the trade 
of Ireland. 

That we humbly hope his Majefty will forgive us for hav- 
ing delayed fo long to lay before him the real ftate of this 
country, a country labouring under the fevered reftri&ions 
in trade, and under a heavy weight of taxes, which are 
yet exceeded by her expence* 

That 
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That we have waited as far as was confident with obr 
duty to his Majefty, or to thofe whom we reprefent, eon» 
fidiog in the folemn and repeated afiurances of oecenomy 
from time to time received from his Majefty's Minifters : 
that at length harraffed by a courfe of unneceffary expence, 
we can no longer refrain from laying the ftate of this nation 
at the foot of the Throne, and without prefuming to point 
out any particular method of redrefs, we do moft humbly 
rely upon his Royal virtues, and implore his protection." . 

Tliis motion being negatived, a motion was afterwards 
made that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majcfty, 
« To affure his Majefty of our moft unfeigned attachment 
to his Majefty's Royal Perfon and Government ; to befeech 
him to accept of our moft humble and hearty thanks for 
that benign attention which his Majefty has been gracioufly 
pleafed to manifeft to the encouragement and extension of 
the trade of this kingdom ; to affure him that our hearts 
overflow with gratitude for the indulgence which we have 
already experienced j but that while we fee the trade of 
this country yet ftruggling with the greateft difficulties, com- 
mercial credit funk, and great numbers of unemployed 
manufacturers on the point of perifhing for want, we can- 
not but lament that what has hitherto been done appears 
inadequate to the purpofes of a wife and good Prince, and a 
juft and generous people ; that in this fituation we are ot>- 
liged to look up to his Majefty's paternal wifdom and good- 
nefs for fuccour -, to hope that what his been already granted 
to us, is but an earneft of a further and effectual extenfion 
of our commerce ; that we are perfuaded that fuch a mea- 
fure would be equally conducive to the prosperity of Great 
Britain and Ireland^ whofe interefts we (hall ever confider as 
infeparable, and that no other adequate means can be found 
to relieve the diftreffes, fupportthe credit, or invigorate the 

commerce of this kingdom." 

In 
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In tonfequence of the fituation of public affair*, the fol- 
lowing Addreft was agreed to by the Commons, on the 23d 
of March, 1778, vi^: 

To the King 9 s moft Excellent Majefty. 

The humble Addrefs ofthe Knights, Citizens and Burgefics 
in Parliament aflembled : 

€t Moft gracious Sovereign, 

1 
" We your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fub- 

jefts, the Commons of Ire/and, in Parliament affem- 
bled, in the prefent critical Situation of affairs beg 
leave humbly to approach your Majefty with the moft 
unfeigned afiurances of loyalty, duty and attachment 
to your Majefty's Royal Perfon and Government, and to 
declare that at a time when the public tranquillity is in dan- 
ger of being further difturbed by the interpofition of a fo- 
reign power, we feel ourfelves called upon to take the 
earlieft opportunity of expreffing our zeal for the dignity of 
your Majefty's Crown, and our earneft wifhes and warmeft 
regards for the profperity of Great Britain : we think it at 
this time peculiarly incumbent on us to affure your Majefty, 
that your Majefty may rely with the greateft confidence on, 
the entire affeftion of your faithful fubjefis of Ireland, and 
depend on their co-operation chearfully with your Majefty 
to the lit moft of their ability, in afterting the honour of your 
Majefty's Government, and eftablifhing the fecurity of your 
dominions." 

On the 2,7th of March 1778, the following Meflage was 
delivered to the Houfe from the Lord Lieutenant, viz. : 

" I have his Majefty's commands to acquaint you, that 
his Majefty having been informed, by order of the French 
King, that a treaty of amity and commerce has been figned 

between 
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between the Court of France y and certain pcrfons employed 
by his Majefty's revolted fubjects in North America 9 ha* 
judged it neceffary to direct that a copy of the declaration 
delivered by the French Ambafiador to Lord Vifcount Wey- 
mouth be laid, before the Houfe, of Commons ; and at the 
fame time to acquaint them that his Majefty has thought 
proper, in confequence of this offenfive communication on 
the part of the Court of France^ to fend orders to his Am- 
baflador to withdraw from that Court. 

" That his Majefty is perfuaded, that the juftice and good 
faith of his conduct towards foreign Powers, and the fincerity 
ofhis wifhes to preferve the tranquillity of Europe, will be 
acknowledged by all the world \ and his Majefty trufts ' 
that he (hall not ftand refppnfible for the difturbance of 
that tranquillity, if he (hguld find himfelf called upon to 
refent fo unprovoked and fo unjuft an aggreffion on the 
honour of his Crown, and the eflential intereft of his king- 
doms, contrary to the moft folemn aflurances, fubverfive 
of the law of nations, and injurious to the rights of every 
fovereign Power in Europe. 

A " That his Majefty, relying with the firmeft confidence 
on* the zealous and affectionate fupport of his faithful pebple, 
is determined to be prepared to exert, if it (hall become ne- 
cefiary, all the force and refources of his kingdoms, which 
he trufts will be found adequate to repel every infult and 
attack, and to maintain and uphold the power and reputa- 
tion of his dominions." * 

In confequence of this Meffage, the Commons voted a 
loyal and affectionate Addrcfs to his Majefty, expreffive of 
their determination to exert every means in their power for 
the honour and prefervation of his Crown and dignity. 

''''*'' \ Thirty 

* Comm. Journ. Vol. xviii. 
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Thirty thoufand pounds were ordered to be raifed during 
this Seffion, by a Tontine, at 61. per cent. ; however, fuch 
was the ftate of public credit at the time, and the difficulty 
of railing money, that it could not be procured even at a 
rate fo high, and the terms were obliged to be enlarged to 
7$ per cent. This circumftance clearly proves the afiertion 
of a moft refpedtable author, * that it is even queftionable 
whether in time of peace, money can be raifed in a favour- 
able manner upon life annuities ; but (fays he) there can be*, 
no doubt that in time of war it is impoffible for the public to 
make any tolerable bargain with money v lenders, founded 
upon any uncertainty or contingency. 

The following Bills were paiTed amongft othera, viz. J— 
A Bill to prevent malicious cutting and wounding, and to 
pwiifh offenders called chatters.— * A Bill for the further en- 
couragement of the Whale Fifoeries carried on from Ireland. 
A Bill for the improvement of wafte and uncultivated land** 
A Bill for eftabliihing a Militia in this kingdom. — A Bill, 
for the relief of his Majefty's fubjefts of this kingdom, pro-? 
feffing the Popifti Religion.— A Bill for the further advance- 
ment of trade -, and, a Bill for improving the Police of the 
City of Dublin,— On the 14th of Auguft 1778, the Parlia- 
ment was prorogued. 

During this SeflSon, the Roman Catholics were empow- 
ered to take leafes for any term of years not exceeding 999* 
or any number of lives not exceeding five. They were en- 
abled to purchafe or take by grant, limitation, defcent or 
devife, any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in this 
kingdom, and to difpofe of them by will or other wife, to de- 
fcend according to the courfe of common law, devifable and 
transferable in like manner as the lands of Proceftants.— * 

Vol. I. L Certain- ' 



-**- 



* Sir J. Sinclair's Hift. Rcven. 
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Certain penal afts refpe&ing the hearing and celebrating of 
Mafs, forbidding Catholics to keep a horfe of above the va- 
lue of 5I. — empowering Grand Juries to levy from them itt 
their refpedtive diftrifts, money to the amount of fuch loffes- 
as were fuilained by the depredations of privateers, and re- 
quiring to provide Proteftant watchmen uv towns, and for- 
bidding Catholics to inhabit the city of Limerick or fuburbs* 
•were all repealed. So much of former a£b as forbade them* 
to- teach fchool publicly, or to inftruft youth of their own- 
profeffion in private, was alfo repealed; and- a law was en- 
a£ted to permit them to have the guardianfliipj care, and 
tuition of their own children. 

Amongft the events of this time, not only interefting 
to this country, but to every part of the Br it ifk empire, we 
cannot omit the lofs of the truly great and celebrated Wm. 
Pkty Earl of Chatham. His Lordftiip died the nth of 
May 1778, universally regretted by every friend to the 
conftitutional freedom* and real profperity of thefe king- 
doms 

* The Adminiftration of that diffinguifhed character may 
juftly be regarded as the temporary triumph of the people* 
" By their voice, it has been faid, he was called into power* 
By their verditt he was fupported. He carried his meafures 
by the unbought Suffrages of their representatives. An 
unanimity of this fort in Parliament was altogether unex- 
ampled. And when he fell, he fell covered with popular 
honours ; the gratitude of a mighty people followed, and 
illustrated him ; and their indignation, and their curfe, was 
the inheritance of his fucceiTors." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Debates in the Briti/b Parliament relative to Ireland.— *Tbi 
latter dif appointed in its commercial expetldtions. — Non-im- 
portation Agreement. — Proceedings of the City of Dublin.—* 
Refolutions of the Sheriff and Grand Jury at Waterford:— 
National Debt .—Particular Circumjtances. tef peeling Ireland. 
Opening of the Seffion in Otlober 1779— Lord Lieutenant's 
Speech. — State of the Treajury. — Vote of Thanks to the 
Volunteer Corps. — Addrefs to his Majefty. — Debates there- 
upon. — Proceedings in Great Britain.— Refolutions in the Irifb 
Parliaments. — Speaker's Speech onprefenting the Money Bills. 
Mutiny Bill made perpetual.— Sugar Bill altered.— Newry 
Petition.. — Proceedings on the Mutiny Bill. — Printers cen* 
fured by Parliament. — Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenants- 
Bills paffed. — Clofe of the Seffton. — Lord Lieutenants Speech. 

WE muft now attend for a moment to fome proceedings 
of the Britiih Parliament refpe£ting this country.— 
Toward the conclufion of the year 1778, certain Members 
of the Houfe of Commons in England, fenfible of the 
xniferable fituation to which Ireland was then reduced, de- 
clared tfc^eir intention to move for a-bill or bills, for granting 
commercial relief to this kingdom. 

Notwithftanding this opening, feveral things feemed to 
be wanting to afford a profpecl of fuccefs to the propofcd 
meafure. It was to be lamented that no regular plan had 
been formed, either with refpecT: to the precife nature, or 
to the extent of the relief which was to be expected. We 
lhail bring together in one point of view, without any par- 
ticular regard to time or pccafion, a few of the reaibns that 
were urged at the different periods in which this buiincfs was 
agitated in Great Britain, whether in fupport of, or oppofi- 
tion to the intended relief of Ireland. 

L 2 It 
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It was contended on the one fide, that leaving all idfe» 
of liberality and of juftice out of the queftion, England 
was at this time impelled by abfolute neceffity, by a regard 
to her own prefent fecurity and future prefervation, to* 
cherifh and prefervc the remaining parts of the empire, an* 
to concentrate all x t he people, in one common bond of unions 
and defence, which could only be done by a general com* 
xnunion of interefb, and participation of benefits. That 
the people of Ireland expe&ed, and had the ftrongeft* right 
to expeft rfelief. That this- was no time, after the heavy 
lofs of the Colonies, andof Americai*commercei to hazard 
that of the fiftfer kingdom, whether by invafion or fepara- 
tion, one of which was already threatened, and the other 
equally to be apprehended, if that relief was not fpeedily 
afforded; whteh was now expected and propofed. That 
however exemplary and invincible the loyalty of Ireland had 
kitherto been, and however lingular her long enduring, 
fiifferings, patience and forbearance^ there were certain* 
fixed limits to thofe qualities and difpofitions of the mind* 
beyond which human nature was incapable of pafling, and 
was even liable to the danger of recoiling, with great violence? 
in the attempt. But if either of thofe dreadfed events, of 
feparation or con qu eft, fhould take place, and that Great 
Britain ihould ftiH retain the inglorious and unprofit able- 
boaft of remaining the iole tyrants- of the foil, fhe would 
even in that cafe infallibly lofe all that could (lamp any 
value upon it — the inhabitants. For it was evident, that a* 
foon as a peace ihould take place; if fuch oppreffion and 
mifery ftill continued, the people of Ireland Would inevita- 
bly, under the impulfe of the fir ft law of nature, emigrate 
to America, whither they would convey their manufactures, 
arts and induftry. That it was already too well known, 
that the American armies were principally recruited, and 
their bed troops in a great degree compofed of thofe un- 
1 ^ a PPy ^grants from Ireland, who* being driven from* 

their 
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<heir. country by want #.nd oppreffion, were compelled* 
^under an equal neceffity, to take up arms in a quarrel, in 
which tjiqr had po natural inteceit, and to flied their bi<*od 
/in a conteft with their friends and brethren. 

It was further dated, thai the Irifti were in many great 
Articles of >Britilh merchandize and manufa&»re, the beft 
r and moft valuable cuflorners; and from them, England had 
iong derived great additional wealth and power. Under a 
?wife and liberal Government, therefore, Ireland would be 
fCapable of affording infinitely greater advantages to hqr 
lifter kingdom, to whpm the fruits of every benefit of com- 
merce afforded by her, would come back with accumulated 
ptereft. 

Tojuftify fjiefe affertions, and eftablifh thefe fa#s f it was 
jfliewcd from certain papers laid before the Britifh Houfe of 
^Commons, that the.exports from England to Ireland on a» 
average of ten years, amounted to 2,057,0001. yearly .— 
That the exports from Ireland into England, upon an ave- 
rage of the fame-time, did not" exceed 1,353,0001. by the 
?year. That confequently the balance pf trade in favour of 
JEngland exceeded 7,oocyoool. fterling, at that time. That 
cthis was exclusive of the immenfe fums drawn from Ireland 
<«very year, in rents to abfentees, penfions, and the emolu- 
ments of places to thofe who had never feen this country, as 
alfo appeals in law and equity, buQaefs, pleafures, $cc. 

It was .alfo mewed, that the decreafe of the exports from 
England to Ireland, during the laft two years of calamity in 
this country, amounted upon an average to no lefs than 
716,0001. per year. From whence appeared the prodigious 
4ofs to the revenue of Great Britain, as well as to the trade 
and manufactures^ that muft proceed from a continuance, 
l^diiicpn^equentincreafe of the diftrefies of Iceland. Upon 
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the whole, it was alked, whether fuch a country, and fuch 
benefits as were derived from it, were to be wantonly played 
with, and committed to unneceflary danger and rlfk ? If it 
admitted of a doubt, whether it were better to afford a juft 
and reafonable indulgence, or to hazard the loft of a na- 
tion ? Whether to have the trade, manufactures and inha- 
bitants of Ireland, transferred to America, or rendered a 
conftituent part of the Britifh empire, and of its common 
flock of wealth, ftrength and defence ? And whether a 
whole nation fnould be facrificed to a fingje town, to the 
monopoly of a particular diftrict, or to the ill judged cla- 
mours and abfurd prejudices of any body of manufacturers 
whatever ? Gentlemen were requefted to profit by experi- 
ence, to recollect the fmall condefcen^on, „ which a few 
years before, would have preferved and gratified all the 
American colonies. 

On the other fide, it was alledged that the diftrefles of 
Ireland were notfo great as had been reprefented ; but 
fuppofing the melancholy defcription to be really true, \t 
was not lb much to be attributed to the trade-laws ih Eng* 
land, as to the mal-adminiftration heu j to faults in the 
internal Conftitution of our Government, and to general 
mifmanagement in the conduct of our affairs. That thefe 
were matters which fhould be enquired into and redreflcd, 
and without that no fabftantial relief could be afforded. It 
was faid, that the unhappy confequences of the American 
war were equally felt in both countries ; that Ireland bore 
no more than her fhare of the calamity ; that if her people 
were famifhing, the manufacturers in England were alfo 
ftarving i for that the plenty or cheapnefs of provifions 
were of no avail to thofe who wanted the means to procure 
them,' and who were rendered incapable of obtaining the 
means, through the general lack of employment which then 
prevailed- Thaj in this ftate of common diftrefs whatever 



Digit 



zed by G00gle 



' C.ofl£<fcmea ^oHtica. *59 

might be the fympathetic feelings of Great Britain toward 
this country, they muft be more ftrongly and naturally at- 
tracted by fuffermgs at home and immediately within view i 
and that however alarming a rebellion in Ireland might be, 
it could not be fo much a matter of apprehenfion as one in 
England, which event was equally probable, if any addi- 
tion were made to the fufferings and grievances which the 
.manufacturers there endured, by a furrender of thofe ad van- 
jfages in trade, which they conddered as their birth*righk 

'Such were the arguments on each fide of this queftion.— - 
The firft proportions held out in favour of Ireland, altko' 
jiot fpecifically applied or moved for, went to the granting 
4this qountry a general exportation, in all matters, except 
with refpect to woollens 5 the eilablithment.of a cotton ma- 
nufactory under that jight, with the liberty of trading tp 
and from America, the We t ft Indies, and thexoaft of Africa. 
Put tfeefe being thought on the other fide^ too general and 
extenfive, as well as too alarming to the Brit i ft. manufac- 
turers, they were by degrees narrowed, until at length Lord 
2J*wbav£H, who conducted this bufinefe in the detail, en- 
tered into a kind of c<?mpromife, to give up the general 
outline of relief, and to confine himfelf to fome particular 
and fpecific proportion. He accordingly in March 1779, 
moved that the Houfe (feould (on a given day) refolve it! elf , 
into a committee to take into confideration the acts of Par- 
liament relating' to the importation of fqgars from the Weft 
{ndies into Ireland, 

The object of this motion was to repeal that claufe in the 
^ct of navigation, by which all fhips laden with fugars were 
compelled to bring their cargoes directly to England, from 
whence the quantity ncceffary for Ire/and was afterwards to 
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The Britifl* Minifter feemed to keep hiaxfeif dear of this 
fcufinefs, and the queftioo was fairly debated without any 
other appearance of party, than what merely arofe from the 
Jocality of reprefentation ; and after a full difcuflion, was 
carried by a majority of 47 to 42. 

In the mean time, the clamour without doors bad been 
much fainter, and the oppofition from the manufacturing 
diftrifts weaker than they had been in the preceding Seffion, 
and even than had been now expe&ed. Glafgow and Man- 
chester, however, petitioned ; and fome of the Minifter's 
late partizans began now to accufe him of duplicity, whicfy 
they charged to his fyftem of neutrality. This clamour and 
reproach fudcjenly brought him to a determination ; and 
fctting his face totally againft the propofed relief, it was ac- 
cordingly rejected upon a clofe divifion ; the queflion for 
the Speaker's quitting the chair,* in order that the Houfe 
ipight, on the day appointed, refolve itfelf into a committee, 
being loft only by a majority of 6x to 5^. 

Other attempts were made in the BritHh Parliament on 
^behalf of this country, bat they proved nn&ccefsful 5 tho- 
rn his Majefty's gracious Speech at the conclufion of the Sef- 
fion he was pleafed to declare that he had feen with entire 
approbation the zeal which Parliament had manifefted for 
the fupport of the juft and necefiary war in which he- was 
engaged, nor was he left fenfibie of their attention to the 
ftateof the kingdom of Ireland.—" My paternal affection 
(faid he] for all my people makes me fincerely anxious for 
the happinefs and profperity of every part of my dominions." 

"vyhilft the affairs of Ireland were thus before the Britifh 
Parliament, the feelings of the nation were fufpended by .the 
hope of relief 5 but when it was found, that the Britifh 

Minifter, in whom they had confided, had deferted their , 
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eaufe, ind that their hopes were delufive, the dHcontents 
of the people, exafperated by difappointment, kindled into 
a flame, f Two laws had pafled the Britifb Parliament, one 
permitting the Irifh to plant tobacco, the other to encou- 
rage the culture of heinp. But thefe were received with 
contempt* as they could be con^dered only as a mockery on 
the Irifh nation. 

* Affectations were now entered into againft the importa- 
tion of Britifh cornmodities, and for the encouragement of 
Irifh manufactures. At an AfTembly held at the Tholfei of 
the city of Dublin, the following resolutions were agreed 
to, viz. ; 

5 C Refclved, that the unjuft, illiberal, and impolitic op- 
f ofition given by many felf-interefted people of Great Bri- 
tain to the propofed encouragement of the trade and com* 
nitrce of this kingdom, originated in avarice and ingrati- 
tude, 

« Refolved, that we will not, dfre&Iy or indirectly, im- 
port or ufe any goods or wares, the produce or manufactures 
pf. Great Britain, which can be produced or manufactured 
in this kingdom, 'till an enlightened policy, founded on 
principles of juftice, fhall appear to actuate (he inhabitants 
of certain manufacturing towns of Great Britain, who have 
taken fo active a part in oppofing the regulations propofed 
in favour of the trade of Ireland ; and till they appear to 
entertain fentiments of refpect and affection for their fellow- 
fubjects of this kingdom." 

Shortly after, at an affizes holden at Waterford, the High 
Sheriff, Grand Jury, and a number of the moil refpectabl^ 
inhabitants afiembled for the purpofe of taking into confeder- 
ation 

"**•' /' J View of Iiifh Aftairs, Vol. ad. 
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ation the ruinous (late of the trade and manufactures, an* 
the alarming decline in the value of the ftaple commodities 
of this kingdom *, and looking upon it as an indifpenfable 
duty that they owed their country and 4hemfelv£s, to re- 
ftrain by every means in their power thefe growing evils, 
they came to and figned the following refolutions : 

"' Refolved, that we, our families, and all whom we can 
influence, {hall from this day, wear and make ufe of the 
manufactures of this country, and this country only, until 
fuch time as all partial nsftrictions on our .trade, imposed by 
the illiberal an4 c.ontracte4 policy of Dur fifter kingdom, be 
removed ; but if in confequence of this our refolution, the 
manufacturers (whofe intereft we have more immediately 
under confidcraji.on) flxould aft fraudulently, or combine to 
impofe upon the public, we £hall hold ourfelves no longer 
bound to countenance and fupport tfyeo}, 

« Refolved, that we will not deal with any merchaq* qj* 
fli^pueeper, who fhall, at any time hereafter, be detected 
in impofingany foreign manufacture, a5 the. manufacture of 
this country." 

Refolutions of this kind now because general, in conftj* 
quence of which efforts, the manufactures of Ireland began 
to revive, and the demand for Britifh goods in a great mea- 
sure decreafed ; a circumftance which tended. to produce a 
difpofition in Great Britain, to attend tp the complaints of 
this country, different indeed from that which Ireland had 
hitherto experienced. 



The national debt of Ireland in 1777, amounted to 
834,0861. and upwards This debt bad arifen from the fol- 
lowing caufes : the expencc of the late war, the heavy, 
peace eftablifhment in the year 1763, the increafe of that 
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eftablifliment in the year 17691. the fums paid from 1759* 
to forces out of the kingdom, the- great increafe of penfions 
jand other additional charges on the civil eftabliihment, 
which, however considerable, bears but a fmall proportion 
to the increafed military expences ; the falling of the re- 
venue, and the fums paid for bounties and public works.— 
The latter, however, dp not feem to have operated to in- 
jcreafe this debt in fo large a degree as fome perfons have 
imagined, for though the amount was large, yet no part of 
the money was fent out of the kingdom, and feyeral of the 
grants were for ufeful purpofes, fome of which made re- 
turns to the public and to the Treafury exceeding th$ 
gmount of thofe grants. + 

When thefe fafts are confidered, no doubt can be enter* 
tained, but that the fuppofed wealth, and mtftaken eftimate 
pf the ability of Ireland, which occasioned her being called 
upon to bear part of the Britifh burthen during the w^r, 
had led to her real poverty, particularly when it is alfo 
Jcnown, that from the year 1751 to 1778, the fums re- 
mitted by Ireland f o pay troops abroad, amounted to the 
enormous Aim of 1,401,925!. 19s. 4d. 

To fliew farther the abfolute"neceffity of Great Britain's 
opening to Ireland at this time fome new means of acquir- 
ing, it was only neceffary to view the annual balance of ex- 
ports and imports', returned from the entries in the different 
Cuftom-houfes in favour of this country, on all her trade 
with the whole world, in every year from 176810 17781 
and compare them with the remittances made from Ireland 
to England in each of thofe years. The balance in favour 
of Ireland on her general trade appears by thofe returns tp 
have been in 1776, 666,1901. us. od. ; in 1777, 24,203!. 
3s.' icd. ; in 1778, 386,3841. 5s. 7J. •, and taken at a 
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medium of eleven years from 1768 to 1778, both mclufive, 
it amounted to the (urn pf 605,083!. 7s. 5d. The fums 
remitted from Irelind to Great Britain for rents, iritereft of 
money, penfions, jalaries, and profits of offices, amounted 
at the loweft computation from 1768 to 1773, to 100,000!. 
yearly ; and from 1773, when the Tontines were introduced, 
from which perlpd large fums were borrowed from England* 
ihofe remittances were conliderably ingreafedj and in 1777, 
ajmounted to no lefs than between twelve and thirtcea 
thoufand pounds v early. Ireland, therefore, at this period, 
paid to Great Britain double the fum that fhe collected from 
the whole world in all the trade which Great Britain allowed 
her,* Jt would be difficult (fays the writer laft cited) to fin£ 
& fimilar inftance in the hi#ory of raankind. 

We ftate tiiefe wcumftances from the beft authority, to 
Ihew the fituationof JLreland, at this time, when fhe began 
to ftruggle for commercial freedom. 

The Parliament of Ireland again met on the 1 2th of 
October 1779. — The Lord Lieutenant in his fpeech took 
notice of the general ftaje of affairs* in the following words : 

V At a time when the trade and .cornmerce of this king- 
dom are in a more particular manner the objects of public 
attention, it were to be wifhed that the general tranquillity, 
ever defirable, had been reftored, fo as to have left you en- 
tire*y at leifure to deliberate on thpfe great and important 
fubjects ; but I am perfuaded you will not permit any in- 
tereifo, however dear to you, to impede your efforts, or 
difturb your unanimity at this rnoft important period, and 
I have it expreftly in command from his Majefty to aflurc 
you, that the cares and folicitudes infeparable from a ftatc 
of hoftility have not prevented him from turning his Royal 
mind to the interefts and diiirefles of ti^is kingdom with tljq 
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iHoft aflfe&ionate concern, of which, the money remitted to 
this country for its defence, when England had every reafon 
to apprehend a moft formidable and immediate attack, af- 
fords a convincing proof.^ Anxious for the happinefs of his 
people, his Majefty will moft chearfully co-operate with his 
Parliaments in fuch meafures as may prompt the common 
interefts of all his people. 

•' It is with great concern I am to inform you, that on 
account of the extraordinary decline of the revenues, the 
very liberal fupplies of the laft Seffion have proved inade- 
quate to the exigencies of Government, fo that contrary 
to my moft fanguinc expectations and moft earneft endea- 
vours, there is a co»Bderable arrear now to be provided 
for* 

«* The united efforts and great military preparations of 
the Houfe of Bourbon feem only to have roufed the courage, 
and called forth the exertions of his Majefty's brave and 
loyal fubjedls of this kingdom ; and I have only to lament 
that the exhaufted ftate of the Treafury has hitherto put it 
out of my power to give thofe exertions the moft extenfivc 
and conftitutional operation, by carrying the militia law into 
execution. ,, 

It is to be obferved, that fo deficient was the revenue, 
and fuch the exhaufted ftate of the iVeafury in May 1779^ 
that 50,000!. was obliged to be remitted from England for 
the mbfiftence of the army, and other military purpofes. 

This and the former year had been productive of a great 
plenty of corn \ but the manufacturers were not able to buy, 
and many thoufands of them were (as we before obferved) 
fupported by charity — the confequence was, that corn fell 
to fo low a price, that the farmers, in many places, were 
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unable to pay their rents, and were every where under great 
- difficulties, f The revenue had declined in the two year* 
ending at Lady-day 1779, ncar 220,oo<*l. &om the produce 
of the two preceding years. 

France had now refolved to unite her arms to tbofe of 
America, which ttill rendered the fituation of this country 
more critical and precarious : and at length the combined 
fleet of our enemies rode triumphant in the channel, me- 
nacing the kingdom with immediate invafion. The affright- 
ed maritime towns made application to Government for 
protection, part of the eftabiifhed forces of the nation 
having been called away to fupport the war in America v the 
Chief Governor was obliged to confefs himfelf unable to 
afford any effectual affiftance in this alarming ftate of urgent 
neceffity : the people of Ireland, /therefore, refolved to de- 
fend themfeives. Volunteer Corps were formed in every 
part of the kingdom 5 their force and refpe&abiKty faved 
the country from ruin. The fleets of the enemy, alarmed 
at our military preparations, beheld the banners of defiance, 
and fled' with precipitation from our coafts. Parliament 
bore teftimony to the fecvices and loyalty of thefe patriotic 
guardians of Ireland, in votes of thanks to the feveral 
Volunteer Corps, " for their fpirited exertions* at this time, fo 
neajfary in defence of this country" 

' The Parliament began now ferioufly to confider the dif- 
treffes of the nation, and the neceflity for making fome 
exertions towards the emancipation of her commerce : and 
the Houfe of Commons declared its fentiments on that fub- 
jeft in their Addrefs to his Majefty, wherein they faid— - 
« We beg leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefty,. that 
it is not by temporary expedients, but by a free trade alone, that 

this 
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this nation is now to be faved from impending rnin. — And 
from your Majefty's gracious declaration, a declaration im- 
printed in our hearts in characters of indelible gratitude, 
that " anxious for the happinefs of all your people , you will 
moft chearfully co-operate with your Parliaments infucb meafures 
as may promote the common interejis of all your fubjetls? . we 
draw the happieft prefages in favour of a meafure effential 
to the exiftence of this kingdom, and which appears to us 
conducive to the interefts of Great Britain. 

« Permit us to allure your Majefty, that we have every 
difpoiition to go .as far as the national abilities will, in mak- 
ing a provifion for the honourable fupport of your Majefty's 
Government ; but with hearts glowing with the warmed: 
wifhes for the profperity and glory s of the Britijh empire, 
and full of zeal againft the common enemy, we have the 
mortification to find that the limited ftate of our trade and 
commerce muft, by narrowing our refources, fet bounds 
to our liberality, very far fliort of our earneft inclinations."* 

As this may be confidered the commencement of thofe 
efforts, which procured for Ireland a relaxation of com- 
mercial reftraints, we mall give a brief ftatement of the de- 
bates that took place on the paffing of this Addrefs* 

As foon as the Lord Lieutenant's fpeech had been read 
(as ufual) in the Houfe of Commons, Sir Robert Deane 
arofe, and kfter an exordium, lavifh in its encomiums on 
the Lord Lieutenant's Adminiftration, and the good difpo- 
fitions of his Majefty and the Britifh Miniftry toward this 
kingdom, moved for an Addrefs to the Throne, exprefling 
in the warmeft terms the grateful fenfe the Houi'e entertain- 
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«dof the above difpofitions, and, in the ufual language of 
thefe addrcfies, echoing the fpeech. He was feconded by 

Mr. R. H. ffatchinfon, who faid this was a great, criti-« 
cal, and important period, in which the declarations of the 
King, the beft of Princes, and the Brttifh Legiflarure, leffr 
us no room to doubt but every good was defigned for Ire-* 
land ; that His Majefty's fpeech in the Britifh Houfe, at the 
clofe of the laft Seffion, was the harbinger of good tiding* 
and great events, which was this day confirmed in the Lord 
Lieutenant's fpeech, who fays he has it in command to de- 
clare his wifli to co-operate in fuch meafures as may beft 
promote our interefts, interefts .which, in the hands of the 
prefent Admin iftr at ion, muft be well managed, as their de- 
signs are pure ; that under fuch an Administration the ge- 
neral benefit of the empire would be attended to, above all 
partial and felfiflx confiderations ; apd the veil of calumny, 
which fo long traduced them, would difappear, and the] 
fa&ious calumniators, touched with truth, as with the fpear 
of Ithuriel, would ftart into fhape. What thanks were due 
to our Chief Governor, who fo refpeftfully mentions the 
focicties of armed patriots throughout the kingdom ? What 
muft our opinion be of a Chief Governor who fpeaks fo 
honourably of that great bulwark of conftitutional liberty, 
a national militia i though our diftreffes are great, from 
them profperous days may fpring, like that fair flower the 
fabling poets tell of, which fprung from a hero's blood. 

Tflx. Grattan faid, the fpeech contained nothing explicit^ 
nothing fatisfa&ory ; it meant to quiet the minds of the 
people without any declaration whatever. After his Ma- 
jefty h*d been addrefled by his Iriih fubjefts for a free C36-» 
port trade, did fuch addrefies require no anfwer ? Were the 
people of Ireland undeferving the notice of the Britifh Mi- .. 
nifters ? Was there no refpeft for the interefts of thefe king- 
doms 
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cioms among the fervaats of the Grown on this fide of the 
water ? Were not thefe fervants of the Grown alfo reprc* 
Tentative? of the people ? Why not then fpeak out ? Are 
our diftreffes of fo private a nature that they mull not be 
Mentioned ? [Here he gave an eloquent and pathetic ptfture 
of the miferable condition, of this kingdom.] it is plain we 
have nothing to expect, fined applications from the people, 
backed with the fame from the officers of the Crown, are not 
attended td. Ireland, then, . has nothing to depend upon 
but her fpirit $ no redrefs of grievances, no extension of 
trade, but from the efforts of her people f and will it be po- 
litic, will it be fafe, here or elfe where, to oppofe thefe ef- 
forts ? Why does not our addrefs alfo. fpeak out ? Why 
have we lefs fpirit than the people ? Shall the Commons of 
Ireland fliew lefs fpirit than the moft infignificant Corpora- 
tion ? Are we fo fallen, fo def picable, as to be more afraid 
of England's cenfure, than of the cries of eur ftarving ma* 
toufaclurers i 

The diflrefles d( this kingdom are two-fold, tne beggary 
of the people, and the bankruptcy of the State. The firft 
he would not afk the commiffioners of the revenue to prove, 
but he would afk them upon oath, whether the reftri&ons 
on our trade were not the caufe ? Whether the prohibitions 
laid on by England agalnft the exports of woollen cloths 
did not occafion it ? Whether there were not too many in- 
habitants ill this kingdom, though not half peopled j whe- . 
ther to thofe inhabitants was the American continent ftili 
open, would they not have emigrated thither rather than 
pine in their native land, the victims of fcnglifh tyranny ; 
rather than ftarvcm it by an Englilhaft of parliament ? And 
laftly, was there one rich merchant in the kingdom ? This 
kingdom, (he continued) ruined by a balance of tride 
agaipft her for fo many years, and the drain of abfentees, 
owes its prefent exigence to afibchtions ; it is but a tern- 
V t ot- h M porary 
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porary . expedient, and fomething ; mfcr<* eflMtaal ihuft be 
done. 



As to the bankruptcies of the Statey they art the confe- 
rence of a fyftem of boundlefs prodigality, profligacy, and 
violence ; a boundlefs prodigality, while our means were 
limited ; a profligacy and violence uniformly maintained.— * 
One inftafnee will faffiee, where the late Attorney General 
obliged the merchants of Cork to fign an illegal bond, as a 
collateral fecurity to an illegal oath. The peace eftablifb- 
ment of this poor' country amounts to onef-fixth of that of 
England ; what proportion is there in otrr means ? What 
is this eftablifhment ? infamous penfrons to infamous men ? 
fhere he launched into fome perfonaHties] and will thofe 
men, whom we pay, vote again ft an extenfion of our trade ? 
vote againft the means of fupporting them ! To what pafe 
have thefe profligate Adminiftrations reduced thfc kingdom f 
to be infulted with our poverty in the fpeech from thdV 
Throne ; to be told of our beggary ; that the officers of 
the Grown' herd have begged $o*oool. from ifnglafnd, or the 
troops could not have marched into camp j when it ii 
known, that it is this profligacy that has unnerved the arm 
of Government, and made the fword of defence fall m it* 
hand. 

He then moved an: ameridment to (he Addfefe, to be in- 
ferted in the following words : 

« That we befeech your Majefty to believe, that it W 
with the utmoft reluctance we arc eonftraincd to approach 
you on the prefent occafion j but the eonftaht flrain to fup- 
ply abfentecs, and the unfortunate prohibition of our trade, 
have caufed fuch calamity, that the natural fupport of our* 
country has decayed, and our manufacturers are dying for* 
want. Famine (talks hand m hand with hopelefs wretched- 
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nefe, and the only means left to fuppi>rt the expiring trade 
bf this miferable part of your Majefty's dominions, is to 
open a free export trade, ,and let your Irifh fubjefts enjoy 
their natural birth-right." Lord Weftport feconded Mr. 
Grattan's motion for the amendment' Mr. Flood confider- 
cd the Addrefs as inexplicit. 

Sir Henry Cavendifh declared he Would vote againft the 
amendment, apprehending that this bufinefs would be bet- 
ter effeded by opening a committee on purpofe, or rather 
following a precedent in the year 1661, When the Lords and 
Commons of Ireland appointed cdmmiffioners to attend the 
King, to fupplkate the redrefs" of grievances!. 

Mr. Ogle, in a ftrain of honeft indignation, reprobated 
the idea of entering into a committee on the fubjccV of our 
grievances ; he was fick, he faid, of the mode of trifling 
with the rfitioft' in order to gain tWe % that the ghdft of the 
committee on the e&ibargo* haunted him ever? tinie he heard ' 
a committee mentioned \ and laftty, if we did <not mention 
fotaething in the Addrefs, the Miniftry might again fheitef 
tlfemfelves under' the olrfcxcufe,' « That truly ttey did not 
"know what the Irifh wanted, as their Parliament was 
« filent on the head," and fd go on with the old fyftem of 
duplicity; 

. Sir Edward Ncwenham, irf a fpirited and warmly decided 
ftrain, conjured the Houfe, by all they held dear, to re- 
affume their wonted dignity and power* the early claims to' 
which he happily and unanfwcrably traced \ charged the 
Britiih Miniftry with contempt and negleclt to the nation, 
arid called on their warmeft advocate to deny the after t ion % 
faid he perfectly agreed witl* Mr. Flood, that the Addrefs' 
did not go far enough, and that he thought the original Ad- 
drefs a fervile echo to the fpeecb. 

- » . f , U 2 . The. 

•■-•■-■■- 

* The embargo laid on in 1776, continued 'till the 4th of Jan. 1779/ 
when it was taken off fo far as it related to flap's carrying provisions to any 
of the ports of Europe. 
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TfaeProvoft drew a moft pathetic. pi£ture of the melan- 
choly fituation of his native coontry, declaring, on this ques- 
tion, that no Adminiftration fhould bias hint from- the 
welfare of his country. 

The Attorney General delivered, a ftudied eulogium on 
tEc fenfibility of the King, and the humanity of his Minifter* 

The debate now took a new turn j feveral of the Minis- 
terial Party declared, that though they thought this bufinefs 
might have cqtne more properly other wife, yet, that there 
might be an unanimity, they would not oppofe the amend* 
ment. 

Hon. Hertry Flood declared for the amendment, and en- 
tered largely into a juftification of his political conduft, 
which, he faid, had unfortunately been much mifrepre- 
fented ; that the office he held Was the unfolicited gift of 
his Sovereign, which he had received with gratitude, and 
held with honour ; that when a time came that he could rtt> 
longer do it, he would gladly throw the bracelet into the 
common cauldron. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant, after expatiating ott the neceffity of 
immediately laying, in an unequivocal manner, the ftate of 
our diftrefles at the foot of the Throne, moved in lieu of the 
amendment propofed, " " That it is not by temporary expe* 
"Hierits, but by a Free Trade alone y thai this nation is mw to* 
u befavedfrom impending ruin? 

The amendment was carried nem. con. as was alfo the 
Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant. 

The public mind was now engaged on the fubjeft of a 
free trade \ and (o anxious were the populace, who are 
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feidom directed by prudencfe, that a mob aflembled about 
the ParHament-houfe, attempted to compel feveral of its 
Members to fwear they would fupport that meafure, and in , 
their progrefs committed rnany a£ts of outrage, threaten? 
ing the definition of fuch as fhould oppofe it. 

The fraends of Ireland in the Britijk Parliament were not 
#t this time inattentive to hfcr interert : a vote of cenfurip 
-upon the M iniftcrs for th^ir condud and riegleft with *e- 
fpeft to the affairs of this country, was there moved in the 
Houfe eff Commons, by t\xp Earl of Upper Oflbry, and 
feconded by XiOrd Middidton. The defence* of Adminiftra- : 
tion in England was on this occafion ably conducted. It 
was contended Aat the diftrefies and nptiferies of Ireland, ' 
*ould not with juftice be , attributed to the prefent $r any 
late Minifters £ that her grievances originated many years 
i>efore in the general fyftemof trade-laws > -that the reflec- 
tions then Jaid #n ; arofe from a narrow, fhort-fighted 
policy, which tjiough conceived in prejudice, and foundted 
on ignorance, was yet fo ftrengthened by time, amf con- 
firmed by the habits of a c.enjtury, that it feeraed at. length 
wrought into and become even a part of the Pohftituiidn.— r- 
That the prejudices on that ground were fo ftrong, both, 
.within the Hpufe and without,, that the attempts made in 
% *wo preceding Seffions, only to obtain a moderate relaxation 
<)f the reftri&ions with which Ireland was bound, met with 
the moft determined opposition : the few who undertook 
Jftat talk,, found themfelves^ obliged to encounter prejudice 
^without, petitions and counfel at the bar, and to be at lad: 
overborne by numbers within the Houfe. Thus Minifters 
were fully exculpated fron> the charge that was brought 
againft them ; and it was detnonftrable that they had no 
frare whatever in drawing on the calamities of Ireland ; and 
}t was as clearly evident, that it was not in their power to 
' Jiave aflferd©4 that tiinely redrefs to her grievances, a ftp- 
' , M 3 pofed 
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pofed or imputed negleft in which had been made t^e 
ground of Co much ingenious, but unfounded, and there- 
fore unjuft inyeQive. It wa$ farther alledgedt that it would 
haye b§en highly unfitting, and might have been attended 
with obvious ill confequences, for the Britifh Parliament to 
have at all entered upon the affairs of Ireland, until they 
Fere properly informed, what the nature of her wants, and 
(he extent of her demands were ; as if was from thefe cir- 
cumftances only, that any true judgment could be formed, 
as to the ineafure of relief which it wpuld.be fitting to afford 
to that country. That now, by having convened the Par- 

. liament of Ireland firjt, its fentiments were properly brought 
forward, and came fairly within the cognisance of the Biji- 
iilh Legislature ; and all they had now to confider was, 
jiow.far it would be adytfeable, tq -comply with the requests 
made by Ireland; and with what terms and conditions it 
might be thought proper to % charge the favours granted.— 
That the prefent Mjnifters inftead of being inimical to Ire- 
land or inattentive to her interefts, had been, her belt and 
yrarmeft friend*. • f hat they had 4onc -rpore for, her tfran 
all - their pr€deceQbrs,dur Lb gr a. century paft» -That not only 
the nation at large, but Parliament, were Hill then, adverfe 
to. granting any concetfions to Ireland, which could afford 
her either content or redrefs : and consequently if any blame 
was due for not affording more early relief to Ireland, it 

. was imputable, only to the prejudices and temper of th$ 
people and Parliament of England,. , anjd not by any means to 
the Minifters, who,, as they had no (hare in; the- caujes of 
her diftrefles* were equally guiltlefs a>tqt their continuance. 

Thefe arguments were oppofpd by the fupporjers of the 
?notion r who reprobated in terms of high indignation the 
imputation qf prejudice laid to that Hbufe, by which Minif- 
ters (they faid) acceding to their eftahiifhed, but daring 
prjaftice, attempted to father all their blunders and mifde- 
\ I ' . , ... v .. meanors 
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»eanors on Parliament. They laughed at the pretended 
weaknefs and inefficiency with refpect to the tranfaclions of 
theHoufe, which Minifters then affected, in order thereby 
to fhield their own neglect with refpect to Ireland. They 
however absolutely denied that t^e Minifter had been paf- 
five, neutraj, or -inefficacious as to the affairs of this coun- 
try ; and on the contrary, charged him with having taken 
a very active part in the bufinefs during the preceding Sef- 
fion. ' For a bill having been brought in to afford relief to 
Ireland by admitting the direct importation of fugarS to her 
own confumption, and he having (as they faid) for fome 
time fuffered things to take their natural courfe in that 
Houfe, the bill was accordingly cooly and deliberately can- 
vaffed and debated in aH its parts $ and by the ftrength of 
Us own intrinfic merit, worked its way through repeated 
divuionsy until it had nearly arrived at the laft ftage of its 
progrefs." But at that inaufpicious moment, the Minifter 
having by fome means been roufed from, his {lumber, moft 
unhappily reaflumed his activity 3 and departing at once 
from that neutrality which he had hitherto profeffed, came 
down with all the power, and furrounded with all the in- 
ftruments of office, in order to defeat the meafure, and ac- 
cordingly fuccecded in throwing out the bill. That when 
the people of Ireland faw that the Minifter had thus openly 
fet his face directly againft them, and found after that every 
effort in their favour was rendered abortive by his influence 
or management, until they faw therafelves at length totally 
abandoned by the rifing of the Britiffa Parliament j it was 
no wonder that they /hould become defperate, and that 
they fhould feek in themfdves for the means of that redrefs, 
which they found denied bo{h tp favour and to juftice, 

Minifters, they faid, boafted that the diftreffes of Ire- 
land had not originated with them. It could be readily ad- 
mitted, that fhe was not without grievances previous to the 

M 4 fatal 
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fatal period of their Adminiftration ; but her immediate ca- 
lamities fprung principally from the fame grand fource of 
all our general evils and dangers, from the American war. 
By that, Ireland, like England, loft a valuable part t of her 
commerce, with iefs ability torfupport the lefs ; and the cor- 
rupt expences of a feeble Government increased, as all the 
jrjeans of fupplying them diminifhed. 

In this fevere manner was the Minifter's defence treated 
by his opponents \ but no part was handled with more 
fpirit, than the plea for not affording timely relief to Ire- 
land, becaufe the Parliament of that country was not then 
fitting. The debates on this* occafion were long, various 
and interefting ; but the queftion being at laft put, at a very 
late hour, the motion was rejected upon a diviQon, by a ma- 
jority of 173 to I QO. 

The Parliament of Ireland now ufed every poffible exer- 
tions in behalf of this country ; The Houfe of Commons/ 
with a view of obtaining an enlargement of our commerce* 
prudently and fpiritedly refolved to grant the fupply only 
for a (hort period, and accordingly agreed to a fix minth's 
money bill, which was tranfmitted to England, where, how- 
ever mortifying to trie Minifter, it paffed alfo. The Houfe 
like wife refolved unanimouJly y « That the exportation fron} 
this kingdom of its woollen and other manufactures to all 
foreign places would materially tend to relieve its diftrefles/ 
encreafe its wealth, promote its profperity, and thereby ad-* 
vance the welfare of Great Britain, and the common 
ftrength, wealth and commerce of the Britifli empire. 

<* That a liberty for this kingdom to trade with the Bri- 
tifli colonies in America and the Weft Indies, and the Britifh 
fettleoients on the coaft of Africa, in like manner as trade 
is carrie4 on between Great Britain and the faid colonies and, 

fettlementsj 
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fettlements, would be productive of very great commercial 
benefits, would be a moft affe&ionate mark of the regard 
and attention of Great Britain to our diftreffes, and would 
give new vigour to the zea) of his Majefty's brave and loyal 
people of Ireland, to ftand forward in fupport of his Maw 
jefty's Perfon and Government, and the intereft, t^e hpnour 
and the dignity of the Brittjb empire.7 * 

. During this Seffion it was, that the expedient of a Lot- 
tery to aid the raifing of the loan was reforted to for the jBrfjt 
time in Ireland. Two hundred thoufand pounds being 
Wanted, a tottery confifting of 42,000 tickets was propofed, 
40,000 of thofe were paid for at 5I. each, and one ticket 
given as a douceur, to every fubferiber for twenty : Deben- 
tures bearing intereft at 4J. percent, for 2io,oool. wer$ 
ordered to be made out for the payment of the prices ; and 
it being neceffary to borrow 140,0001. more, Treafury Bills 
for the firft time were ordered to be iffued, at an intereft of 
three pence per day for each iool. being 4I. us. 3d. pe$ 
cent, per annum. 

We return now to th^ proceedings Qf the Britifh Parlia- 
ment. The Minifter now thought it expedient to yield ia 
fome meafurc to the claims of Ireland : he, therefore, on 
the 1 3th of December 1 779, opened his propofitions for 
affording relief to this kingdom. They were three in num- 
ber, and went to the following articles : To the repeal of 
thofe laws which prohibited the'exportation of Irifh manii 
fa&ures, rnade of or mixed with wooll, and wooli flocks 
from Ireland to any part of Europe. That fo much of the 
aft of 19 Geo. 2d. as prohibited the importation of gtafs into 
Ireland, except of Britilh manufacture* or to export glafs 
from that kingdom, be repealed. And, that Ireland be 

fuffered 
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Juffered ft* carry Da a trade of export and import, to and 
from ttie Pritifh Colonies in America and the Weft Indies, 
,jmd ber fettlcments on the coafts of Africa, fub)e,cT: to fuch 

limitations, regulations and ^eftridtions a; the Parliament of 

Ireland (hould impoie. 

The Minifter fitted in a fpeech of confideraMe iengt^ 
and with. equal ability and knowledge of the fuhjecl, the 
propriety and juftice, as well as the neceffity, of affording 
relief to Ireland j and entered fully into her claims, as wety 
with refpett to fyer natural and inherent rights, as to thofp 
arifing from her particular connexion with Great Britain.-^- 
He likewi'fc expatiated largely on the niutuaj and refpective 
intereft of both countries ; and very happily collected into 
one pQint of view, almoft all thofe questions pf commerce" 
and policy, that had been before agitated on this fubject. 

Such was the happy terpper now prevailing, that there 
refolutions were agreed to without oppofition : fo efftcaciou? 
a medicine was a fix month'* money bill to remove prejudice^ 
and difcontent J * 

Bills founded on the two firft propofitions were accpr4- 
ingly brought in, paffed both Houfes with the utmoft facility, 
and received the Royal Afient before, -the recefs. The third 
being more complete in its nature, requiring a variety of 
enquiry, and being fubjeel to feveral limitations and condi- 
tions, was fuffered to lie over during the ^nfiipg holiday; 
in its date of an open proportion ; not only to afford time 
for consideration in England, but for acquiring a knowledge 
of the effeft which the meafure would produce in tbi{ 

Jcingdom. 

a' . • 

The Commons of Ireland proceeded to take into confi- 
guration the regulations neceffary for our commerce, and to 

complete; 
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£pmplete that fyftem which was now offered fop our relief. 
The ipirits of the people were highly elated : and upon tbj* 
exteniion of the colonial trade, it was prefumed we flioul4 
become a wealthy and profperous nation, paving received 
fuch a generous boon fjrom the gracious benevolence of our 
jGfter ^ingdorn, • - '. . 

The fupptte? w$re npw granted for a year and an half 
farther, and a6d,oool. ordered to be raifed by Treafury 
Bills, bearing an intereft as before, or by a Lottery, a* the 
&»ord Lieutenant fhould diredt. • *' 

On presenting the Money Bills this Seffion, the Speaker, 
with his ufual ability and good fenfe, made the following 
/p«*bj • ; ' * • •> > 

. « c May it pleafe ypur Excelling 

«- During the viciffitudes of a foreign and ftill more dan- 
gerous civil war, which has wafted a great part of the Brii 
Mfh empire, it has been dip* peculiar felicity of this nation 
to preferve the public tranquillity j and though long di- 
prefffed by the narrow policy of former times, ftill to retain 
fuch vigour, and at the fame time fuch temper and caution, 
as animated it to claim, with hoheft confidence, its rights' ; 
ind yet reftrained it' front ^anfgreffirig the bounds of its 
duty, or hazarding the lofs pf that itfeftimable bleffing, the 
Britijh Conftirution. To this ftate of union and modera- 
tion, unexampled in any age or in any country,' under fimilar 
fcirciimftances ; to your Excellency's judicious condudl and 
faithful representations ; to his Majefty's benevolent difpo- 
fition and ten Her concern for the fufferings of his /people ; 
to the wifdom of his Minifter, however queftioned in fome 
in dances, in this acknowledged by all ; t6 his refolution and 
conftancy in combating eibiblifhed habits and rooted preju- 
dices ; and to the juftice and generofity of the Britijh na- 
"6 -•,...< ■ • - tion, 
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tion, mud be afcrtyed the happy reftoration of* that equita- 
ble fyftem of equality in commerce, which has fenced 
(I truft for ever) thofe pernicious fufpictons and jealoufies, 
.which lately threatened the peace of both kingdoms. But 
whatever advantages this change in our condition may pro- 
mife, it will avail us litttle if it infpires falfe hope? and vain 
expectations of fudden affluence ; the future profperity of 
this kingdom will depend upon our induftry and ©economy, 
public as well as private, the effect of which, though certain 
and permanent, are ever gradual and flow ; and unlefs our 
,expences are regulated by our acquifitions, difappointment 
will be our portion, and poverty and diftrefs muft be the 
confequence of our conduct. Notwithstanding thefc con^ 
iiderations, and the reduced ftate of this kingdom, the 
Commons have granted to his Majefty much larger fupplies 
)than in any former Seffion : they have borrowed a fum of 
6 io,oool. to difcharge the arrear of the eftabliihment ; and 
jui order to provide againft any future deficiency, they have 
made an addition tQ the revenue! eftimated at, above 
.150,000!. a-year. Nor have they been lefs attentive to the 
intereft of the people, than to the honour of the Crown.-*- 
The public good lias been the object tq which all their ef- 
forts have been directed j and their conduct throughout the 
whole courfe of this Seffion, has alike entitled them to the 
confidence of their Sovereign and of their Conftituents, and 
will leave to all future Parliaments a memorable, and in- 
structive example of fortitude, moderation an4 wifdQm.'< 

If Great Britain condefcended in the proceedings we have 
ftated to open fome advantages to Irifh commerce, the did 
not however forget to exercife her power of violating our 
conftitutional rights. A bill for punching mutiny and de- 
fertion in the army for a limited time paffed the Parliament 
<>f this country,, was traqfmitted as ufual, and returned with 
a material alteration from the Englifh Privy Council— being 
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taade perpetual. With refpeft to pur trading fyffem, an 
alteration wa$ alfo made in another bill tranfmitted, refpeft- 
ing the article of fugars. 

Whether the regulations at this time formed in the Par- 
liament of Ireland concerning our trade, and the equaliza- 
tion of duties between this country and Great Britain, were 
as beneficial and e*tenfive for us as they might have been, 
or as the people of Ireland had a right to claim or expeft, 
we fliall not determine : certain it is, they were not generally 
approved of, and the conduit of the Privy Council' in Eng- 
land, by the alteration of the bills before mentioned, caufed 
much difcontent and complaint* 

The Borough of Newry, therefore, prefented a petition 
totheHoufe of Commons, dating that the petitioners had 
heard with deep concern of alterations then faid to have 
been made in the bill for laying a duty of twelve fhillmgs 
per cwt. on imported refined fugars, and alfo in the bill for 
the better regulation of the aiimy ; that the duty of twelve 
{hillings appeared to be the lo weft that could pofiibly be ad- 
mitted, with the appearance of juftice to this country $ and 
that a perpetual bill for the regulation of the army, or of any 
Other duration than from Seflion to Seffion, was a daring 
attack. on the Conftitutioh of both countries. That peti- 
tioners humbly prayed that, by an equal diftribution of juf- 
tice, the mutual eordiality between Great Britain and Ire- 
land might be enfured, and the neceffity for this country to 
refolve to confume her own manufactures only, might \yc 
removed ; and that a Parliamentary Army might be main- 
tained in Ireland, regulated upon principles fuch as Gnat 
Britain could approve of, and Ireland fubmit to* 



Other petitions were alfo prefented to the like purport. 
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On th$ i<6th of Auguft 1786,^ the Houfe of Commons re- 
folded itfelf into' a grind cotftmiittee to tstfte into confidera 1 - 
tion the altered rfmtiny bill. It was contended iii fupport of 
this meafure, that if Parliament had an intention to preferve 
the peace 0/ this £ouhtryi they muft pafs the bill in its pre- 
fent ftate. That as longas Parliament held the purfe of the' 
nation, they could, 6y refuting to pay, annihilate the army. 
That the hereditary revenue never could be applied to the 
payment of the arniy, bicaufe if would deftroy itfclf in the 
very ends it (hould be employed for* That if the Bang was 
granted the, liberty of railing an army, he (hould alfo have" 
ftie perpetual power" of regulating that army. 

On the other fide it was argued, that the prefent bi}l 
tended to the fubverfion of all public liberty. Tfiat it would 
not be wife to' grant to the Crown a di&atorial power over 
fifteen thoufaW nien for ever. That it was the wifh of the 
kingdom to be governed by iii own lawsl That they cbn- 
fidered the power of originating this very aft as a declaration^ 
of rigftts : tiiey were consequently contending with the 
Minifter of Great Britain^ not for any conceffion which 
might wound the fntereft or pride at the EnglHh, but for a 
meafure which would bring every man in Britain on their 
fide, as they could not wiffi to fee the power of the Crown 
rendered fo dangerous to i\\t Coriftiiution of both kingdoms, 
with a perpetual army, which' might veft his Majefty with 
tod great an influence over the laws 5 and that any articles 
tt war which the King might hereafter make would be arti- 
cfes of war for this kingdom j for the a£fc extended a power 
over" ill his Majefty^s forces, by which means Ireland would 
fee under the controtilof an Ehgliflr ftatute, and this king- 
dom wbuld become a place of arms. 

The debates oh this fubjeft continued feveral hours, but 
the bill was agreed to as it then flood, ahd afterwards paflfcd : 

ittto* 
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lhto a law. Tjiis together with the circumftances refpecl- 
ing the fugar bill, occasioned much difconteht : and feveral 
refolutions were entered into at different public meetings, 
that were aflemblcd on this occafion. Amongft others, a 
meeting of the Merchants Corps of Volunteers was con- 
vened at the Royal Exchange* Dublin, when the following 
' refolutions were paffed, and ordered to be printed in the 
public papers : 

<« RefcUved,' that the late decifions of the Hodfe of Com- 
mons (fo deftrnftive, in our opinion, to the-conftitutionat 
rights, and injurious to the commercial interests of this 
kingdom) demand the mod ferious attention of every lrijb- 
man. 

*' Refolved, that we confider their confent to the man* 
date of the Britijb Minifter, by which the bill for the regu- 
lation of the army is made perpetual, and the controul 
thereof for ever vefted in f he hands of the Grown, as a fub- 
verfion of the Conftitution, and a flab to the Liberty of the 
Subject 

** Refolved, that confidering the army of this kingdom as 
a' body of men embarked in the caiife of their country, and 
equally entitled with'ourfelves to the protection of its Le- 
giflature, we" cannot but feel for their fituation, who, ty 
this law, are iri'dstnggr of being made, at a future day, the 
linwilling inftruments of defpotifm, to violate the Liberties 
Of Ireland. 

'« Refolved* that we confider the* compliance of that 
Houfe with the alteration made in- the fugar bill by the Eng- 
UJh Privy Council, reducing the prdpofed duty on luo)p, 
fugars, as an overthrow to the refinery of this kingdom, 
and a total bbftroction to the extenfion of its manufactures 
( By an export to the JBritjJb Colonics aud WeJL Indks- * - 

"Refolved, 
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« Rcfolved, that we will concur with the Volunteer 
Corps of this kingdom, and the reft of out fellow-fubjcas* 
in every effort which may tend to avert the dangers we arc 
threatened with; 

« Refofved, that the ftrenuous, though unfuccefsful ef- 
forts, of the minority of theHoufe of Commons in defence 
iff the Conftitution, merit the thanks and firm fupport of 
every friend of his Country." 

Similar tefolutionS were enteftd into by other Volunteer 
todies, particularly the Independent Dublin and Liberty 
Corps ; as aifo by the citizens of Dublin in general : and 
the public feemed now determined on a non-importation 
agreement, and to make ufe of Iriih manufactures only. 

The Houfe of Commons hereupon pafled a vote of cen^ 
fure againft the Printers by Whom thefc proceedings were . 
publifhed, and an addrefs to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant requeuing he would be pleafed to give orders for 
effectually profecuting the printers and publishers, and alter 
the authors and contrivers thereof when difcovered. * 

During this SefSori, at bill was pafled for the relief of the 
Protectant DilFenfcers of this kingdom, and to repeal a claufe 
in the aft of 2d. Queen Anne, entitled an a& to prevent the 
farther growth of Popery* fo far as it related to Protectant 
Diffenters * a bill to naturalize fuch foreign merchants, ma- 
nufacturers, as Oiould fettle in this kingdom. — On the ad 
Sept. 1780, the Seffion was clofed, with the following, 
fpeech from the Lord Lieutenant -, and adjourned to the 10th 
of October following ; - 

Cf My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 fVl am happy at length to congratulate you 1 on the con* 
elufion of this Seffion of Parliament, thotrgh the important 

. meafures ' 
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meafures tinder deliberation muft have made your ^ttend- 
?»nce lefi irkfome to you. 

« If your long abfence ffon* your feveral counties has 
been productive of any inconvenience, fuch inconvenience 
is folly compenfated by permanent and folid benefits, the 
fuccefsful confequences of your labours." 

" Gentlemen of the Houft of Commons 9 

<« I thank you in his Majefty's name, for the libera! top- 
plies you have granted ; your chearfulnefs in giving, and 
your attention to the eafe of the fubjeft in the mode of 
raifiog them, muft be very acceptable to his Majefty ; on , 
my part, I aflure you, they (hall be faithfully applied." 

'* My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

w The fatisfaflion with which the heart of every Irijhman 
muft exult at the fair fcene of profperity now opening to 
this cOiifttry, may equal, it cannot exceed, the glow of my 
private feelings: and whilfiY you applaud the conduit 6f 
Great Britain in removing the reftriftions upon the trade of 
this kingdom, you cannot but particularly acknowledge the 
unequivocal demonstrations of her Sincere affe&ion, in ad- 
mitting you, upon the moft liberal plan, to an immediate, 
free and equal intercourfe with her colonies., 

u The wife and falutary laws which you have framed, 
naturally lead to the moft beneficial enjoyment of that inter- 
courfe. And when I reflect on thofe great obje&s, and on 
your meritorious attention to the trade, agriculture and ma- 
nufactures of this kingdom, fo confpicuoufly manifefted by 
the laws pafled for granting ample bounties on the export of 
your corn, your linen and your fail-cloth, by the premiums 
for encouraging the growth of hemp and flaxseed, and by 
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the judicious provisions for the fetter regulation of your mi-* 
nufactures, I fed a confeious fatisfacliony that the commerce 
Of this kingdom has been eftabliflbed upon an extended, 
firm and lading bafis ; and thfct. Ireland muft, in the courfe 
of her future profperity, look back to this sera, the labours 
of the prefent Parliament, and the diffiifive indulgence of 
hisMajefty, with a moft grateful veneration. 

" Tour own difcreet judgment will naturaHy fugggfi; the 
expediency, when you return to your feveraf counties,, of 
impreffing upon the minds of all ranks of men the various 
Meffings of then: prefent fituation. • Demonftrafe to therer 
that every effc&ual fource of commercial wealth is now theitf 
own, and invites that induftry, without which the wifeft 
commercial regulations remain a dead letter, and the boun* 
, ties of nature are lavifhed in vain. Cherifh fuch a fpirit of 
induftry, and convince them of the effential advantages they 
derive from their free and excellent Conftitution, the main- 
tenance of every branch of which in its juft vigour and au«* 
thority, can alone fecure their liberties, and prefetve their, 
bappinefs." 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Adminiftration of tord Carli/fe. — His Speech on opening the 
Sejpon.—Vote of Thanks to the Volunteer Corps. — National 
Debt and Penjion Lift. — Conduct of the Court of Portugal.—- 
Proceedings of the Merchants of Dublin.— Addrefs of the 
Houfe of Commons to h'u Majejly relative to the,. Portugal 
Buftnefs. . 

THE cofamertial regulations between Great Britaifi and 
Ireland were not yet compleatly adjufted, and the 
Parliament, in confequencc of different prorogations, did 
not again meet until the 9th of October 178 1. The Earl 
of Carlj/k was now appointed Chief Governor, who open- 
ed the Seffions with the following fpecch : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

"« Coftfcious that it Is my indifpenfable duty to promote 
whatever may contribute to extend the" advantages of civil 
fociety, I take the firft occafion to call your earneft attention 
to the encouragement of your trade and the improvement 
of your manufactures, and efpecially to the perfecting and 
enforcing of your internal police, as well by your delibera- 
tions, as by the influence of your couiifels and examples, 
imprefling upon the minds of the people a becoming reve- 
rence of the laws. 

" The humanity and wifdora of thofe motives which in- 
fluence your fnpport of the Proteftant Charter Schools, as 
N 2 feminaricj 
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fcminaries of true religion and honeft induftry y will continue 
to engage your regard. 

« 1 am fenfible al(b of the expediency and good policy of 
the encouragements which are accuftomed. to be given, as 
well to the linen manufacture as to tillage, to the fifheries, 
the inland carriage and export* of corn, and other great na- 
tional obje£t& It Will.deferve,, however, your bed attention 
and vigilance to afcertain and enforce the ftrjft and due ex- 
penditure of fuch fums as may be granted 1br thefe wife and 
benevolent purpofes. 

« His Majefty ardently wilhes the happinefs of hfs people 
of Ireland, in whofe affe&ion and loyalty he places the 
firmed reliance ; and though I am not direfted to call upon? 
you for any extraordinary fupplies in this time of general 
hoftility, when thefe kingdoms are cxpofed to* an unnatural 
and dangerous combination of enemies, I harve not the 
fmalleft doubt that I fhall be enabled to aflure hfe Majefty 
of your cordial difpofition to give him every affiftance com- 
patible with yourmeans and circumftances. 

w No event could more contribute to the publt* fecurity than 
the general concurrence wkh which the late fpirited offers of 
ajjijlance were prefented to me from every part of this king- 
dom ; and I am fully convinced, that if neceffity had arifen, 
it was in my power to have called into aftion all the ftreqgth 
and fpirit of a brave and loyal people y eager unto my dire&iaa 
to be employed in aid of his Majejly's regular /ones, for the 
public defence. 

" I truft that every part of my conduit will dcmonftrate 
how much it is the wiih of my heart to engage your confi- 
dence : I fhall claim it only in proportion as I fhall be found 
to deferveit, by an unwearied endeavour to promote the 

profperity 
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profpcrity of Ireland : and I am fcnfiblc that this is the beft 
method of recommending my fervicesto our Sovereign) and 
of obtaining your concurrence toward the eafe and honour 
of my Adminiftratipn." 

We may obf? rye in this, a general acknowledgment of the 
fpirit and loyalty of this country : at the fame time, that the 
Viceroy particularly alluded to the zealous and timely ex- 
ertion of the Volunteer Army in this kingdom * and accord* 
ingly the Hpufe of Commons, early in this Seffion, refolved 
unanimously, that the thanks of that Houfe fhould be given 
jto the Volunteer Corps for their exertions and continuation, 
and particularly for their fpirited preparations againft a latf 
threatened inyafipn.* 

Notwithflanding the exfcenfion of trade, and the new ad- 
ditional duties granted in the laft Seffion, the expences of 
- the eftablifliment, #c. for the two years ending at Lady-day, » 
exceeded the produce of the revenue by above 480,0001. — 
It was therefore ordered that 300,000!. fhould be raifed as 
follows : 260,000!. at 4I. per cent. ; and the remaining 
4Q,oool. upon Treafury Bills as before. The debt of the 
nation amounted now to 1,551,7041. 7s. 8*cJ. andthePen- 
fionLiftto 183,7451. 1 os. 2£d, 

On prefenting the Money Bills ip December 1781, the 
Speaker delivered his fentimentg as follows ; 

. «* May it pleafe your E*cellency % 

M Though no material change in the circumftances oj 
this kingdoni has taken place fince the conclufion of the 
1aft Seffion, ij ought to be, and I am perfuaded is, a fubjeft 
of general fatisfaftion to reflect, that^ apiidft the horrors of 

Nj _ war, 
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war, it has fhared none of its calamities ; that . the public 
tranquillity has been preferved within,' and that the dangers 
with which it was threatened from without, have been avert- 
ed by his Majefty's paternal care, by your Excellency's vigi- 
lance and judicious conduft, and by the voluntary and virtu- 
ous exertions of its own loyal and brave inhabitants : nor 
is the future profpeft iefs pleating than the view of what is 
paft. Several attempts have been lately made, and with fome 
fuccefs, to eftablifh in this kingdom new manufactures, to 
revive and improve the old, and to extend its commerce ; 
the lower orders of the people are recovering from their 
former indolence and ignorance, and the fpirit of enterprize 
and of induftry, the great fpring of national happinefs, begins 
todiffufcitfelf through the nation. From thefe difpoiitipns 
in the people, and tfye generous encouragement given to 
every ufeful undertaking by thpfe of higher condition, it 
feems not too much confidence to hope that the time is not 
far diftant, when this kingdom will emerge frdm that'ftate 
of inaction and languor, into Which it was funk, and that it 
will affbme that rank in the empire, which belongs to it, and 
become one of its principal pillars. The Commons, fenfible 
of the benefits they enjoy under your Excellency's juft and 
wife Adminiftration, have, with unufuai difpatchi granted 
all the fupplies which were required, and have alfo made 
provifion for the difchai'ge of an arrear of 300,000^ incurred 
fioce the laft Seflion ;• and though they have not impofed 
on the fpbjeft any new or additional tax, except foir the pur- . 
pofes of regulation, they are hot without hopes that the re- 
venue will hereafter prove adequate to the public fervice, and 
t hat the augmentation made by fucfr regulation, apd the, re-i 
formation already commenced in the collection and manage* 
ment of it, wil} prevent any future deficiency." » 

The public mind was now turning to a new objett — that 
pf Ltgipatiyp Independence \ but this^ was not fully made i 
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fubjeflt of Parliamentary attention until the year following, 
Matters of trade, however, were .ftil.l > attended to, and 
regulating duties prescribed. 

Though a freedom in commerce as far as we before men- 
tioned, wa§ now held out to Ireland, it received fomeob- 
ftru&ion by the cohdiift of the Court of Portugal, in refufing 
the entry and f?Je of Irifh manufactures. This occafionedi 
new complaints,, and.it was attributed to fome finifter con- 
duct on the part of England, On the 23d of April 178 1, 
being Quarter Day of the GijUdpf Merchants, the.fubjett 
was inveftigated by that Bocjy. . It was there contended by 
ibme th^t the Viceroy a^d his Secretary Mr. Edeji, had 
taken on the eaHieft informations th,e, moft a&ive part tp 
ipbtain . an immediate remedy ;, and two letters frofa Mr* 
Eden, with fome other authorities, were produced to fup- 
jtort this affertion. The majority of the Guild Teemed now 
inclined to think th?t there was a probability that thefe ex- 
ertions would prove fiiccefsfui, and the thanks of the Guild 
were voted to his Excellency the Earl of Carlifle and Mr. 
Edien, for their warm and earneft endeavours in favour pf 
the commercial intepefts of Ireland. 

In confequence, however, of this circumftance, th$ 
Houfe of Commons on the 7th of February 1782, confider- 
ed it neceflary to make application to his Majefty on the fub- 
je£t ; and accordingly .the following Addrefs was pafled 
unanimoufly : 

To ijke Kings tnofi- Excellent Majefip 

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, Citizens and gurgeffes 
in Parliament ^ffemWed ; 

P 'Mf/t gracious Sovereign , 

?« We your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fub- 
je£is, tb$ Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aflem- 

N 4 ' bled, 
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Wed, beg Teave humbly'to approach your Majefly with fin- 
cere profeffions of that zealous loyalty which will never ceafe 
to glow in our hearts, and whfch we triift will ever diftin- 
guifli the character of your faithful people of Ireland, and 
to afTure your Majefty that we poffefs an entire reliance on 
your paternal protection, which has been happily exerted, 
during the courfe of your Majefty's reign, in promoting and 
cilablifhing the profperity of this kingdom. 

« Witt painful reluftance, therefore, at a time when vQujr 
Majefty's attention is engaged in the moil momentous con- 
cerns, we yield to the neceffity of laying before your Ma- 
jefty a fubjcft, which deeply affects the commercial rights 
of this your Majefty's kingdom. 

« Founding our claims upon the faith of treaties, and de- 
iirous to promote all the reciprocal advantages of commerce 
between this country and the fubjeclts of your Majefty's an- 
cient and faithful ally, the Queen of Portugal, we confidercd 
that kingdom, in our commercial regulations, as the moft 
favoured nation, and by ails of Parliament gave to the wines 
of Portugal that advantage over tne wines of France, in the 
impofition of duties, which i$ defcribed in {he treaty of 1 703, 
expecting from the juftice of the Court of Portugal that 
-woollen manufactures fent from this kingdom would, in 
conference, have the fame adroiffion which is given to thofe 
imported there from Great Britain. w \'l 

« We refted this moft reafonabk expectation not only on 
the conftrudlion of the treaty above-mentioned, but on the 
letter arid fpirit of many ancient treaties made between your 
Majefty's royal predeceflbrs and the Crown of Portugal ; and 
we hoped for a common participation with your Majefty's 
fubjecls of Great Britain in every branch of commerce with 
Portugal, which, till now, has never been denied to us in 
that kingdom. ,..-... 

I;- w ■■ „ .«** • "With 
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« With much furpjtee, therefore, wc have heard that the 
citfry of our woollen manufactures and printed lipcBS Jiad 
inet "with fome obftruflfcions at the port of Lifion* 

« Nevej-thelefs, being fatisficd that the zealous and re- 
peated rcquifitions of your Majefty's Afinifters, ftrenuoufly 
urged, and in a caufe fo evidently reasonable and juft, would 
Ve attended with frccefs, we have hitherto refrained from 
i;efenting the injury, by commercial regulation* reftrifiive 
Qf the trade ot Portugal, and by fuch othq: effectual mean$ 
as the honour and indifpenfaWe- rights of this kingdpnj may 
demand $ nor would we then (Jifturb. your Majefty's atten- 
tion by an addrefs upon the futyect : but, if we are now tQ 
underftand that it is the determination of her moft faithful 
Majcfty to exclude your Majefty^s fubjefts of Ireland from 
the benefits of the treaty of 1703, .or to refufe $ny relief in 
refpect of the printed linens of. this kingefcn), it is become 
qur duty to.refort to yojxr Majefty's protection and powerful 
inrerppfitipn, that pur qianqfafture? may not be excluded 
^om the ports of pne of your Majefty's Allies, which mjaft 
aj all times be grievous, but peculiarly fo when the commoq 
olamity of war has prohibited pur commercial intercourfe 
*pth fo many other jStaies* 

" Ve beg leave, therefore, to approach the Thrpne ? 
earneftly recomipepding our caufe to your Majefty's unre- 
mitted attention aqd ynabate4 efforts 5 and wc entreat you* 
Majefty to inferpofe your f oyal influence with the Court of 
VortugaJy in the moft effectual manner, that the obftruclions 
to our trade may be removed, and that we may be reftored 
to thofe commercial rights to which we are entitled/ 9 . 
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CHAP T E R X. 



Proceedings refpe&lng Legiflative Independence.— Refilutibns of 
Dungannon.—-Addrefs* to tfye Minority of both 'Hau/es.— 
Resolutions of Volunteer Corps. «~-G rand Juries % t5V— 
pity and County of I)ubJin-L-Univer/ity.---InflrucJiqns t9 
{heir Reprefentatives.-~j1ln/kuers thereto. —^Obfervations, t*fc. 



WHATEVER favoursGreatBritafymay haveat thistime 
conferred, or rather what a As of juftice fhe render^ 4 to 
Ireland, mayreafonaWy be attributed more to the exigency of 
the times, and the critical Situation of the empire, than to 
any pure principle of national benevolence. She was now 
Wearied with a tedious, expenfive, jinnatiiral and unfuceefs- 
fol war agafinft her Colonies — fhe perceived this country in 
danger of -felling a pr6y to the antient and avowed enemy 
of both kingdoms, and dependent for its defence and pro- 
tection, merely on its own internal tyrength and the loyalty 
of its inhabitants. She was confpious, that her cofduft 
heretofore was ill calculated to conciliate the ajfeftion of the 
Irifh nation, which had ftilV to require the reftoration of 
many rights, whereof it had been deprived ; and (he fotfnd 
the people of Ireland were well aflured, that this, if ever, 
was the time to demand and regain them* ' \ 

TJie latter had long complained' of ufurpations frequently 
attempted on her Legiflative Independence ; England had re- 
cently exerted an unconftitutional authority in the alteration 
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of h$s tra^fpitted from this county. Tfce Mutiny Btfi, 
was tl}e laft }i$anc£ pf this ^md, aqd the nation was exas- 
perated at fuch conduct. The general voice pf the kingdoo* 
was raifed againft it. 

Before we procec^to any further ftatement of. theParlia- 
jneutary proceedings' in 1782, it may therefore be proper to 
(hew wh^t was the general difpofition of the public mind : 
and what was done by the people to obtain a restoration pf 
Legtjlative freedom. 

£arly in this year, public meetings were held in almoft every 
part of Ireland,*' and resolutions entered into, expreffive of a 
j8rm" determination to eftablifli her parliamentary rights on a 
lafting andconftittitional bafis. The Grand Juries of the feve- 
ral counties, Merchants, Traders and Citizens, the different 
Volunteer Corps ; and finally, n>e& of every defcriptiori, 
adopted the fame principles, and joined in the fame meai 
fures : in this refpe&i the 'opinion and fpirit of the country 
feemed drawn to a Common centre. * 

' i . . . .";.".».' *■ 

Op the i£thpf February J782, a meeting of theRepre- 
fentatives of one hundred and forty*three Corps of Volun- 
teers, of the Broviijce of Ulfter, was held at Dunganmn { 
where the following refolutions were agreed to : 

u Whereas it has been aflerted that Volunteers, as fuch, 
cannot with propriety, debate or publifh th$ir opinions pit 
political fubj efts, or Qn the conduit of Parliament or public 
men: •• :< '• ■ :■ v ; "• ' 

• w Refolved unariimoufly, That a Citizen, by learning the 
ufe of arms, does not abandon any of his civil rights. 
t ... * * ■ 

" That a claim of any body of. men, other than the King*. 

Lords and Commons of Ireland, to make laws to bind this* 
jfcingdom, is unconditional, illegal, and a grievance. { 

"That 
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«« That the powers exercifed by the Privy Council of both 
kingdoms, under or under colour or pretence of the law of 
Poyning's, are unconftitutional, zn$ z grievance? 

«« That the ports of tl^is country are, ty right, open to all 
foreign countries, not at war with the King, and that any 
burden thereupon, pr obftru&ion thereto, fave only by the 
Parliament of Ireland, are unconftitutional, illegal! and ? 
grievance. 

« c That a Mutiny Bill, not limited in point of duration 
from Sefiion to Sefljon, is unconftitutional m&z grievance. 

«« That the independence, of Judges is equally effential to 
die impartial adminiftration of juftice in Ireland, 3$ in Eng- . 
land, and that the refufal or delay of this right to Ireland* 
makes a diftin&ion where there Qiould be no diftinttion, 
may excite jealqufy where per fett unipn (hould prevail, and 
jfe b itfeif, unconftitutional, and 3 grievance, 

« That it is our decide4 and unalterable determination, to 
feek a redrefs of thofe grievances ; and we pledge ourfelves 
tp each other, and to our country, as freeholders, fellow- 
citizens, and men of honour, that we wil| at every enfuing 
eleftion, fupport thofe only, who have fupported and will 
fupport us therein j and that we will ufe ail constitutional 
means to make fuch purfuit of redrefs fpeedy and effe&ual. 

"That the right hon. and hon. the minority in Parlia- 
ment, who have fupported thefe our conftitutional rights, 
are entitled to our moil grateful thanks, and that the annex* 
ed addrefs be ilgned by the chairman, and publifhed with 
thefe rcfohition;. 

«* That four members from each county of the Province 
of Ulfter, eleven to be a quorum, be, and are hereby ap- 

foiiite4 
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pointed a committefc 'till next general meeting, to ad for the 
Volunteer Corps here reprefented, and as occafion (hall re- 
quire to call general meetings of the Province. 

• C /That faid committee dp appoint nine of their members 
to be a committee In Dublin, in order to communicate with 
fuch other Volunteer Afibciatidni in the dther Provinces, as 
may think proper to come to fimilar. refolutions, and to do* 
liberate withthem onthemoft conftitutional means of carry* 
ing them into effc& 

u That the committee be, and are hereby iriftruftcd to 
eali a general meeting of the Province, within twelve months 
froQi this day, or in fourteen days after the di Ablution of the 
prefent Parliament, fhould fuch an event fopner take place. 

•♦That the Court of Portugal have a&ed toward this 
kingdom (being a part of the Britifh empire) in fuch a man- 
ner as to call upon us to declare and pledge ourfelves-to 
each other, that we will not confume any wine of the growth 
of Portugal i and that we will to the extent of our influence, 
prevent the ufe of faid wine, fare and except the wine at 
prefent in this kingdom, until fuch time as our exports flaall 
be received into the kingdom of Portugal, as the manufac- 
tures pf part of the Britifh empire. 

# c That we hold the right of private judgment in matters 
of religion, to be equally facred in others as in ourfelves*— 
Refolved, therefore, that as men, and as Irifhmen, as 
Chriftians and as Protcftants, we rejoice in the relaxation of 
the Penal Laws againft our Roman Catholic JtUvwJubjt&s ; 
and that we conceive the meafure to be fraught with the 
happieft confequences to the union and prosperity of the in- 
habitants of Ireland." 

The; 
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The addrefi referred to in the foregoing refohrtrdris tr» 
*s follows : 

«« Ji /£# Righi Hon; and Hon. the Minority in both Hoiifes of 
Patnment." '■* ' 

« Mf Lords &hd Gentlemen* 

« We thank you for your nbble arid ffciritfed; though nt- 
therto indfeftnal efforts in defence df the great cohffitutidhsrf 
and commercial rights of your country: Go on— thfealmoft 
unanimous voice of the people is with ybti ; and in a freo 
country, tne voice of the country rnuft jfrrevaiL We* know 
bur duty to our Sovereign, and are loyal. We know out 
fluty to buffelves, and are reiblved to be fret. We feek for 
our rights, and no more than cur rights, aiidy in fo juft a 
purfuit, we fhould doubt tha being a Providence, if wer 
doubted offoccef^ 

Thefe proceedings #&e gttenflty *p£t<Md of—the fptrit 
of the Dungannon meeting Was difflifed throughout thte 
kingdom, and its refolutibns were ftcbnded byalmofteVer^ 
Volunteer Corps in Inland. 

On the 17th of Febhfchy, the Corps df DMependentDafc 
I'm Volunteers unanimoufly agreed to the fofldMng rdbluv 
tions and preamble ; 

* Natural juftice and equity having ettabfifhed thfc 
uhiverfal rights of mankind upon an equal footing, the in- 
habitants of Ire/and have a claim to & Free Trade with all ' 
nations in amity with Great Britain ; yet their ports^have 
been kept ftuit, their trade has beta monopolized, and their 
induftry has but ferved to aggrandize the proud traders of a 
neighbouring kingdom. 

« Neceffity 
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«« Wecjel£ity> tirhich compels to ingenuity, b*s lately held 
Up that trade, dignified with the fpacious name of Free %' 
yet, trade which enriches induftrious nations, ferves but to 
impoverifh the natives of this kingdom, becaufe they nave 
purchafed at an high price, an illufion. Defrauded thus of 
iheir birth-right, there is nothing left but oeconomy as a 
counterpoife. This unfubfiantial freedom of commerce, 
having originated from the united Ipirit of the people agalnft 
the ufe ©f foreign manufa8ures> the fame fpirit which pro- 
cured the fallacious grant, may yet, by a perfevering unani- 
mity, eftablifh a real y permanent and fubftantial trade. — ' 
Therefore — Resolved, That thefe our thoughts and opi- 
nions be laid before Our countrymen, reminding theft, at 
the fame time', that not only they, but their pofterity, are 
interefted in the event j and that to do away effectually the 
yoke of monopoly, a n on-con fu caption and non-importation' 
agreement Ihould be entered into without delay. 

« Refolded, That for the more efFe&ually furthering this 
great national point, the feveral Corps (as private citizens) 
of this city be requefted to fend each a Delegate to the 
Royal Exchange, on Monday the 25th inft. at feven o'clock 
in the evening : and that the foregoing resolutions be pub- 
fflhed*" 

A few days afterwards a full meeting was held of the' 
Lawyer's Corps, and the following refolutions pafled : 

u Refolved, That we do highly approve of the refolutions 
and addrefs of the TTlfier Volunteers, reprefented at Dun- 
gannon on the 15 th Feb. inft. / 

fC That as Citizens and Volunteers, we will co-operaj£ j 
with the feveral Corps, wfcofe Delegates iriet at Dungalnnon* 
in every conftitutional mode of obtaining a redreis of the - 
grievances mentioned in their refolutions/ 9 

The 
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The following Addrefs was publifhed by the Committee 
of the Ulfter Volunteers : 

«« To the EleSors of Members of Parliament , in the Province 
of Ulfter. 
€€ Gentlemen, 

cl Delegated by the Volunteers affembled at Dungannon, 
we call on you to fugport the conftitutional and commercial 
right of Ireland ; to exert the important privileges of free- 
men at the enfuing eledtion, and to proclaim to the ,wor\d 
that you at leaft deferve to be Free. 

* Regard not the threats of landlords or their agents, 
when they require you to fail in your duty to God, to your 
country, to yourfelves, to your pofterity. The firft privi- 
lege of a man is the right of judging for himfelf, and now 
is the time for you to exert that right. It is a time pregnant 
with circumftahces, which revolving ages may not again fo 
favourably combine. The fpirit of liberty is gone abroad, 
it is embraced by the people at large, and every day brings 
with it an acceffion of ftrength. The timid have laid afide 
their fears, and the virtuous fbns of Ireland (land fecure in 
their numbers. Undue influence is now as defpifed as it has 
ever been contemptible ; and he who would dare to punifh 
an eleftor for exerting the rights of a freeman, would meet 
what he would merit, public deteftation and abhorrence. 

« Let no individual negleft his duty. The nation is an 
aggregate of individuals, and the ftrength of the whole* is 
compofedof the exertions of each part ; the maa, therefore, 
who omits what is in his power, and will not exert hisutmoft , 
efforts for the emancipation of his country, becaufe they 
cart, at beft, be the efforts of but one man, ftands account- 
able to his God and ta his country, to himfelf and to his pof- 
terity, for confirming and entailing flavery on the land 
which gave him birth. 

" Aa 
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« An jupright Houfe. of Commons is all that is wanting* 
and it is in the power of the electors to obtain it. Vote only 
for men whofe paft conduft in Parliament you and the na- 
tion approve, and for fuch others as will ibleftuily pledge 
themfclves to fiipport the xqeafcres which you and the na- 
tion approve. Do ypur duty to your country, and let no 
configuration tempt you to facrifice* the public to a private 
MiSii th«gre|U^rfiuty#«a lefs. : . 

* Ws eptro*t you, in thejpajao of the great and refpecl> 
able body we represent ; we implore you, by every fpcial 
aMhwafurebl* tjp £ jare .conjure you as citizens, as freemen^ 
ts Irj&OHO) ipraifc this Jong iafulted kingdom, and reftore 
Jo h*r jb«r iqft rights. One - great and, united effort will 
pk€*;ttJ#mong,the .fir£ nations of the^arth, and thofe who 
ihall have the glory of contributing to that event, will be 
£>r ever recorded as the Saviqurs^of their Country." 

It would" be impoffible and unneceflary, to ftate here the 
^umerpus refolutloiis ^greed to Jby the federal Volunteer 
Corps and other Afieroblies, wh«re the fe fubje&s were taken 
into confideration ; they w$re fubftantially the fame, and 
differed but iii words,* Wc jliall* therefore, only add; thfc 
proceedings of a few other Jiodies, that were not under the 
military character, to (hew that the fame difpofition and fen- 
tiiiientss pervaded all ranks of people. f 

'. \ j 

At a meeting of the Freemen and Freeholders of the 
{ESty ,of Dubttn, convened by tfye High Sheriff*, at the 
Tholfd, on Tliefdliy the* 19th of March 1782* tft* follow- 
ing Ad^refs wfs unanimoufly agreed tQ : - 

. ' V»>. : * • f * 

Vol, I. •• tt ? . R v , . ... .,. 7* 

* Fdr a particular ( ^ew of tfcefe national, proceedings, the reader it 
*€fotfed^a^rorfcpW|yAc#*y C. H. WHfin, entitle*" A- Cmpltat CM- 



;:,,v 



pubiiii, pruxtfd by J t Hj*l> 178a. * • . 

zed by Google 



Digitiz 



To Sir Samuel Bradftreet, Air*. WTravers Hartley, Jlfj. 
Reprefentatives in Parliament for the City of Dublin, 

Gentlemen* 
As nien juftly entitled to, and firmly refolved to obtain 
a Free Conftitution, we require you, our truftees, to exert 
yourfelves in the moft ftrenuou? manner, to procure an un- 
equivocal declaration, <« That the King, Lords* and Com- 
mons of Ireland* are the only power competent to make laws 
te bind this country .^ And we jfolemhly pledge ourfelves 
to you and to bur country, that we will fappdft the repre- 
fentatives of the people at the rifle of our lives and fortunes, 
in every conftitutional meafujre Which may be purfued for 
the attainment of this great' national oojeQ. ' Be affiired, 
gentlemen, that yoiir zeal upon this ofecafion'will infu're 
Jwi a continuance of our efteem and' regard. 

R . „.. TAMES CAMPBELL, 1 «,.. .«■ 

The SheriSs, having waited on the Reprefcntatlves, re- 
ceived the following Anfwer : ? - 

Wo the Sherijfc Freemen* and Freeholders of the City offyMn. 

Gentlemen. 

It has ever been my wi(h to;reeeivc wjth pjeafure, ^n4 to « 
obey the inftru&ions of my conftituents. 

You xnay depend on niy u^fig every meajis in mypowpr 
~to procure an exploit and .unequivocal declaration, , .« Tbat 
the King, Lords, ana[ Commons of Ireland* W $he only power 
competent to make laws to bind this country ;" and I rely 
en your folemn engagement to fupport your Reprefentatives, 
in every cdnftitutionai nieafure which* may be "n^ceflary for 
. the attainmentof t;^ great'^ permit me to 

ifflTutc you, that* my v zeal for the a^co&phffcnifcrit of youi: 



Digit 



izeg by G00gle 



Ccrtlcctanea ' Pofttf ca# 203 ' 

Jwifhes can be equalled only by 4 my defire to convince you 
4iow facred I efteern the truft you have repofed in me, and 
how much J value a continuance of the good opinion of my 
/eUow^citizens. 

I havp the honour to bq, with the sreateft refpeft, 
*Your obliged, and * faithful fervant, 

SAMUEL BRADSTREET. # 

To the Sheriffs^ Freemen^ and Freeholders of the City of Dubiin* 
Gentlemen, 

i fhould be ytry junwoxthy $f tjhat lionoura^le and iaa»" 

portant truft, with which you have fo recently inverted me, 

did I not receive with the higheft refpeft, the moft perfeft 

- fatisfaftion, and chearful conformity, your iqftru&ions, on 

a fubjeft in which the national honour and fecurity are ef- 

fefctiaHy engaged* To fuppofe that any power, except that 

of the €i King % Lords> and Qomn&ns of Ireland^ is competent 

to make laws to bind this kingdom,? is utterly inconfiftent 

with the idea of freedom ; it is equal liberty alone, which 

can fecctre that perfeft harmony to the fwbjedb of the fame 

Crown, fo neceflary to the profperity both of Great Britain 

and Ireland. You may rely, gentlemen, on every exertion 

I am capable of, tp procure an unequivocal declaration of 

the fole riglijt of the Legislature of this kingdom, to enadfc 

Jaws obligatory on the people of Ireland ; and I doubt not in 

this, and every conftitutional meafure, I fhall be always fe- 

,cure of the fupport of my conftituents. Ypur inftru&ions 

spn this qcqafion will give a dignity to the yote you have pn- 

trufted me. with, which it njuft have wanted, if confidered as 

juerely proceeding from my own private judgment. 

I have the honour, Gentlemen, to be, 

' > \ W'tii* the moft perjett refpeft, and fenfe of obligation, 

4 j& Tour faithful and p^edient fervant, 

^ TRAVERS HARTLEY. 

O 2 At 

- •Afterward! ont or the J^fticcs of th$ Court of King's Beach. 



204 fcoHettaiies Ipoittte** 

r At a Meeting of the High Sheriff aj*d Grsund Jury of the 
County of Dublin, on the nth of April 1782, tfee follow- 
ing refojutions were agreed to : 

Refolved, That no power on earth, but the King, Lords 
and Commons of Ireland, can, in right, make laws to bind 
the people of this land. 

Refolved, That the Members of the Houfe of Commons 
are the Reprefentatives of, and derive their power folely 
from the People ; and that a denial of this propofition by , 
them would be to abdicate the reprefentation. 

The following Addrefs was then read by the CbaintauV 
?nd agreed to : 

To the Rt. Han. Luke Gardiner, and Sir Edward Ne*reniftip,> 

Knigbf. 

Gentlemen , 

"We, the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the County o£ 
Dublin, warmly coinciding with that determination refpecT>» 
ing the constitutional rights of Ireland, with which the mind 
of every man in this natiop is deeply impreffed, think it our 
duty to exprefs thofe feelings in thjC ftrongeft terms. 

As you have already evinced your intention to fupport the 
fole and undoubted authority of the J^egiflature of Jrelarid to 
make laws for its government, we confidently hope and ex- 
pect, that you will perfevere in purfuing the moft decifive and 
immediate meafures that may effectually carry that great ob* 
jett into execution, by a folemn ratification of our rights. 

Though this is, at the prefenft crifis, the principal matter 
under the consideration of Parliament, we have nodoubtfeut 
ffoai you muft cpofider it your duty to aft, in all thing9 that 
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affeA the freedom of our Cbrifthution, in fach manner as 
may become the reprefaitatiVes of a great and hidependcAt 
country. » 

Refolved, That copies of the above relblutioris and ad* 
drefs, figned by the High Sheriff and Foreman, be prefented 
to the Right Hon. Iitike Gardiner, and Sir Edward Newen- 
ham, Knight, and that the fame, together with their att- 
fwers, be publilhed* 

The following anfwers were returned : 

To the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the County of-DMhts 

Gentlemen, 

It gives me very fincere fatisfa&ion, that my cbndu£t, re* 
1 lative to the Tole and undoubted authority of the Lfcgiflature 
of Ireland, has merited your approbation. You may be af- 
fured, that I fliall perfevere in giving my ifrarmeft fuppott to 
that great and important 6bje&, as 1 confider it fo deciiively 
founded in right,* that no man, who loyes to be free, can hefi- 
tate to acknowledge and to afTert it. 

With refpeft to any other matter that may aflfefl: the free- 
dom of our Conftitution, I am fo cofcfcious of my intentions 
to promote the perfect contentment of this country, that I 
v have no doubt I fliall, in every particular, deferve that con- 
fidence with which you have hitherto honoured me. 

I am very glad that you "have given me an opportunity of 

declaring my fentiments thus publicly at this crilis ; as I 

thitik that the time \$ x now come which demands an explicit 

and a permanent fettlement of the Conftitution of Ireland, 

... as the certain means of eftablifhing the tranquillity of this 

O j » country 
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Country, and of pef petuating the harmony whicfrought to* 
fubfift between us and Great Britain. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen* . . 
With the greateft refpefy 

Your very Obliged humWe ferfarit, 

LlfKE GAKt)lSER .* 

To the High Sheriff, Foreman > and Grand Jury of the County of 

Dublin. ., 

Gentlemen, 

I always receive your inftrulftidns with* refpe&and ple*- 
fure, for it is equally my duty and inclination to obey them y 
if I did not, I fhould betray that delegated tfuft with whitb 
you have honoured me# 

In refpeft to thofe great obfctts in which you; defire «* I 
«< will perfevere," I allure you, I will moft faithfully purfue 
that line of conduit marked out by you ; confident that hit 
Majefty cannot, In jufticc to this independent kingdom, re^ 
fufe his* royal aflent to fuch z&s, as may be deemed by the 
lrifh Parliament «« * fokmn ratification of our rights/ 9 I 
flatter myfelf that no lrifh Minifter fhould be found fo pre- 
fumptuous, as to impede the total annihilation of foreign 
usurpation ; if fuch a Minifter fhould be found, the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, fupported by the general voice of the peo- 
ple, ought to do their duty. Though effeftual impeachments 
have been too long riegle£led, and thereby our fitter king- 
dom has nearly fallen a martyr to the corruption and wicked* 
nefs of its Mittiftry, the fpirit of this nation is too high, to 
fubmit patiently to national infults. 

You are alfo pleafed to direft me «< to aft in all things that 
affeft the freedom of our Confutation, as may beeotne 

the 

. *j ■ - - — — — ^—- ^— — — ■**-— — .^^^— — ^^— ^^_ ^-^_ 

• Afterwards L*rd Mnmtjo]* 
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the.Reprefentative of a great and independent Country \" 
in tirder to accomplish that object, t haVe frequently intro- 
duced he*ds of a bill to fecure the freedom of Parliament, 
by limiting the number of placemen, and totally excluding 
penfioners from fitting therein ; a hoftiie band of parlia- 
mentary placemen and penfioners is the foundation of inter* 
nal and external corruption* . 

Every nteafiire tending td maintain the freedom, or pro^ 
mote the trade and manufacture of your great, refpe&ablej 
and independent country, fhall meet my watmeft fupport in 
every ftation of life. 

I have the honour to be, with the gftatefi refpfeft, 
Tour mod obliged and faithful truftee, 

EDWARD NEWENHAM. 

i- At a full Meeting of tfee 6rand jury, Gentlemen, Clergy^ 
and Freeholders of the County of Galway, aflembkd purfu- 
ani to public notice from the High Sheriff, at the County- 
hall, in Galway, March 31, 1782, the following refoiution* 
were unanimously entered into : 

Refolved, That a feat ill Parliameftt was titvet Intended 
by our Conftitiition as an inftniment of emolument to indfc 
tiduals ; and that the Reprefentative who perverts it to fuch 
purpofe (particularly at fo momentous a period as the prtf- 
fent) is guilty of betraying the truft repofed in him by the 
pedple for their > ndt his benefit. 

Refolved, That the people who could tadiely behold their 
fuffrages made the tool of private avariee or ambition, are 
ftilt riiofe criminal than the venal Representatives, as they be* 
come the panders without even the wages of proftitution* 

O 4 Refolted, 
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Refolved', That Jrheri wc daily fife Ae mandate of the 
Minifter fuperfede all cohvicYion in debate ; when placed and 
penfioned Members of Parliament notorioufly ftrppofrt in 
public, meaftir^s which they condemn in private \ when the 
hirelings of corruption avow, and Government have exem- 
plified fa recent inftances of diftinguifhed public charaftersj 
that to vote according to confcieriee, amounts "to a difqii&lifi~ 
cation to hold any office in the fervice of our country, it is 
rime for tne people to look to themfelves, *nd in great na- 
tional queftions to aflert their right to controul thofe wh0 
owe their political exiftehcc to their birth, and may be 'anni- 
hilated by their difpleafure. 

Refolved, That* at an sera when every thing that can be 
dear to a nation is at ftake, we are ealleid upon by our duty 
to otirfeives, to onr country, and to pofterity, to ftand forth, 
and by the moil unremitting exertions ftem the returning 
torrent of corruption at home, and refift usurpation fiom 
"abroad, that all mankind mfcy fee we are determined to pre- 
fer ve the purity, while we vindicate the rights, of our Ifegif- 
kture; *" - - • - ■ ■ 

Refolved therefore, That we do hereby folemnly pledge 
jotfrfelvCs to each other, and to ot»r country, by every tie of 
Jh&aour and religion which can be .binding to man, that, as 
/the facred duty which we owe to the community fuperfedes 
.all ties and- obligations to individuals, we, will npt fuffer pri- 
- jvajte friendihipor private virtues, to ward our fettled deter- 
mination not to vote for any man,* a * a vfuture election, 
either for county, town, or borough, who fhali aft in oppo- 
sition to our inftrucYrons, and who will not fubfcribe a teft to 
. obey them previous, to the ejection, or who (ball abfent him- 
Jelf when thofe queftions on which we .bjftrucT: him, are agi- 
tated in Parliament. ■ , 

Refolved, That the King, Lords, and Commons of Ire- 
land are the only power competent to make laws to bind 

this 
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this kingdom, and that we will refift rhe execution of any 
other laws with our lives and fortunes. 

jfcefolved, That if force conftitutes rig%t f the people of this 
country have a right to ufe 'force againft the man who dares 
fo maintain do£brin,es fubverfiye of their Conftitution ; .but 
»s the dbjett is beneath the national refentment, we {hall 
pnly bid fuch a man beware how he hereafter trifles with the 
rights of his country, and provokes the vengeance of a peo- 
ple determined to be free.* 

, Refolved, That we highly approve of the refolutions of 
the Volunteer Delegates, affembled at Dungannon and Bal- 

linafloc. 

« • ' • • ... 

Refolved, That the thanks of this county be returned to 
, the minority in Parliament, and particularly to our country- 
men Anthony Daly, . Sir. Hepry Lynch Blofle, and Robert 
. J)illpn, v Efqrs. 

Refolved, That the following addrefles be pifcfented to 
> rf the Right Hon.. Denis Daly, andW. P. Keating Trench, 
Efqrs. Reprefentatives in Parliament for^this county. 

To Denis Daly, Efa. 

; sir, 

« There is a moment in the affairs of nations as well as 
•«.of individuals, which if feizpd and happily improved, may 
lead to profperity, if neglefted, may terminate . in the rivet- 
ting of its oppreffions. Such a moment is the prefent : the 
eyes of Europe are upon us, , and pofterit v will read our con- 
duit with applaufe or execration, according tp the ufe we 

make, 



• This* alluded to aihcxpreflioB« which fell in defect Adol the tote Itfrd 
iChnmct, and which w» afterwards taken notice of at different public 
meeting!. 
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mat* ot the opportunities, which a providential combination' 
of events has afforded us. ^SThen tne rights of a nation be- 
come objects of public queftion or difcuiJion, not to aflert is 
to relinquiflr, to hefitate is to betray. . The die is caft 5. if 
we advaxrcd with a ihanly and determined ftdp', we enfure 
fuccefs j if we recede or divide, we fink for ever j in fo awfuf 
an h6ur, who is the man that, however unwilling io provoke 
the queftion, will not in the day of trial be found in Ins port ? 
Tour private opinion, Sir, irinft give way to the national 
voice ; the afieinbfageof qualities which formed and elevated 
your character, railed you to one of the rrioft exalted fitua* 
tions a fubjeel could arrive at. . Tour abilities remain, we 
have relied on you* integrity ; yet, we cannot but lament* 
that at the montent we ftood in need of all the influence of 
fuch a character, its brightnefs fhould, have been fnaded, 
and its weight loft to the nation, by being placed in a ftation 
in which, however chafte, if inay at leaft be fufpe&ed. But 
waving at p referit the coofideration of ttifa fuoject, we now 
call upon you, as one of our fteprefentatives, as you value 
our future approbation and fupport, to give your fulleft 
affiftance to the following meafures, whenever they Khali be 
, propofed in Parliament, viz. A declaration of our national 
rights i an ademption of the ajfuthed fower t>f the Privy Coun- 
cil ujlop or alter tills ; a mutiny bill limited in its duration ; a 
hill rendering the Judges independent of the Crown ; and a tilt 
to reduce the expences of this nation io a level with its revenues i 
as we cannot conceive a conduct more infane, than for 4 
people fcarce emerging from ruin, like a profligate heir; to* 
anticipate its funds, and ground certain extravagance on uh* 
certain profpefity. ,/ 

to W. P. fceatfng Trench, Efq,. 
SIR, 
« The prefent period calls upon every man in this eouri-» 
try to take an aftive afid decided part in the common caufe, 

Hie 
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The nation fa. not how to be trifled with. Upon our con- 
dud ait this eventful hour, depends the etfablifhment of our 
Conftitution, and the liberties of unborn generations^ We 
fhall not, Sir, fuffer our attention to be drawn from the 
great objefts in, which we are engaged, by a retrofpeft into 
ytfur paft parliamentary conduft, however diflbnant in many 
points froifc out opinions j but we call upon you, if you va- 
lue bur future approbation, to give your fulleff fupport to 
the following measures .whenever they fhall be agitated m 
Parliament* viz. A declaration of our* national right's ; alb 
ademption of the power of tne Privy Council to flop or 
alter bills ; a mutiny bill limited in it^ duration ^ a till ti> 
render the Judges independent of the Crown ; and a bill to 
reduce the national expenses to a kvel with ks revenues." 

At a Meeting of the Ele&ors of' the Univcrfity, on the 
2d of April, the following Addrefs was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and, ordered to be. prefented to their Rcprefcntatives : 

To tie Right Honourable WALTER BURGH, and JOHN 
FITZGIBBON, Efq. Reprefentatives in Parliament for the 
XJnfoerfity of Dublin* 

Gentlemen, 

When the murmurs of a people, ftruggling for their rig&tt* 
have been heard even in the quiet retreat of fctence, wc 
ihouki deem it a breach of duty to our countrymen and our- 
fetves, dfd wenegteft to fecond their virtuous exertions : we 
are never forward in political contefts ; we fhall always be 
decided and fteady j although we have not been thefirft to 
complain of, yet, we have not been the laft to fed the re- 
peated injuries this country has fuffcred, not only fr*m 
thofc who may have feparate duties and feparate interefts, 

but 
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tut from men who are bound by the ftrongeft duty, and thtf 
dcarcft intereft, to vindicate its rights, and cherifli its pros- 
perity. 

The power of binding Ireland by afts of a foreign Legif- 
lature, is what nothing but a fpirit of arrogance or oppreflion 
would infift upon, nothing but the moil abjeft fervility fub- 
mitto; for we cannot fuppbfe, that the appearance of a 
claim which irritates the whole body of the people, would be 
retained, unlefs there was an intention of enforcing this 
claim hereafter ; we are therefore convinced, that an ex* 
prefs declaration of rights, is the only meafure upon which 
this country can build its legiflative independence, and that 
.a rcluftance to aflert the constitution of the land, may fur- 
nifh Great Britain with a pretence for denying the juftice of 
our requifitiqn. 

We do not think the prefent fituation of Great Britain to 
be any objection againft iuch a declaration, as we can never 
fuppole that fhe could derive ftrength from our v/eaknefs, or 
any fecurlty to her liberties from the oppreflion of durs j 
and that time is undoubtedly to be preferred for the afler- 
tion of our rights, when the objefl: is likely to be obtained 
with the leaft ftruggle. '■ 

The infecure attachment of Ireland to the Crown of Erig- 

- land at a former period, furnifhed a pretext for diverting 

the Houfes of Parliament of their right, to originate bills, 

unlefs previoufly certified into England under the Great Seal 

of this kingdom ;. now, as .the loyalty of this* country for je* 

veral centuries paft, fo often tried, and fo ofterl acknowledg- 

, .ed, has removed every caufe of diftruft, we conceive that this 

_ injurious and humiliating reftri&ion fhould alfo teafe. 

The 
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The dependance of the Judges of Ireland on the will of 
the Sovereign^ may, in the hands of an afpiring Monarch, 
prove a powerful infirttment of oppreffion ; now, holding 
onrfelves entitled to every conftitutional fecurity which our 
fifter kingdom pofiefies, we confider it neccflary that the 
Judges of this kingdom flbould he made equally independent 
with thofe of Qrea.% Britain. 

But fince every advantage whicK could refult from thefe 
reformations mud be precarious, as long as a perpetual mu* 
tiny bitt exifts, by which, force may be made to fuperrede 
right, and the foldiery of Ireland are fubjefted to trial and 
punishment by aoy.future article? pjFwar, whicfr the King and 
Privy Council of Great Britain may think proper to adopt $ 
we are perfua^ed, that, every conceffion muft be imperfeft, 
unlefs accompanied by the repeaj of fo dangerous a law. 

We therefore expeft you will exert your moft ftrenuous 
efforts", ro obtain a declaration of the rights of Ireland ; a re~ 
peal pr fatisfaftorv explanation of the law of Poynings' ; an 
aft for making the tenure of the Judges, independent of the 
Crown ; and a repeal of the perpetual mutiny bill. 

We declare, That thefe are our fixed and unalterable fen- 
timents, and we are convinced that nothing fhort of the re- 
guifitions herein contained, can be, in any degree, fatisfac* 
tory to the people of Ireland. 

It is our wifh to render the connexion between tRis coun- 
try and Great Britain as ctefe and permanent as pofltble, 
and we are perfuaded th# this is only to be accomplifhed by 
iabolifliing all ufurped authority of the one over the other, 
and removing every ipvidious diftinftiori oetween the Con* 
$itutjons of two countries, equally entitled to be free. 

' ^ . .."..',' ' ',. . . T* 
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To this Addre& the following Anfwers were retpjriied t 

1 To tie Ele&ors of the Univerfity, 

Gentlemen, , 

' When I reflect on my paft parliamentary conduS, it, af- 
fords me the higheft fatisfaftion, to find that it entirely cor* 
refponds with the tenor of your inftruftions. Whenever the 
objects that you recommend have come into difcuffion, I 
jbaye given ifhem tny uniform and decided fupport. My conr 
6a& has been founded upon principles, which no motives pf 
intcrcft or ambition iiave been able to (hake, and? in which 
I Ihall perfevere unto the Jaft-hour of my life. 

I have the honour to be, 

* - ■. * • * 

, With the greateft refpec^ 
Gentlemen, 
four ^noft faithful humble feryant, 

WALTER BUReH.t 

To tie Electors of Trinity College. 
Gentlemen, 

J am juft jnow honoured with your inftruftions, which 
have been forwarded to me by poft. Be allured, that I fhall 
always feel the utmoft fatisfaction ; in receiving the inftruc- 
tions of that very gqeat and refpectable body which I have 
the honour ty reprefent, and fhat. you Jhaji ever find me 
ready, to. tfy? beft of my ability, to vindicate your rights. 

, I have always been of opinion, that jhe claim of the Bri- 
ti£h parliament to make laws for this country, is a daring 
ufurpation on the rights of a free people, and have uniformly 

■ s v aflerted 

i] ' « ■ ■ ■ '» ■ m ■ r ■■! ■ ■ ii ■! i ■ ii 1 1 i 

f Aftcrwardt Lord Chief Saroa of the Court of Eichequer. 
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flfferted fhjs opinion both in public apd in private. Vhen 
p declaration of the jiegiflative right was moved iq tfye Hqufe 
pf Commons, 1 4id oppofc it, upon a decided conviQion tfyat 
it was a meafure of a dangerous tendency, and withal inade- 
quate to the purpofe for which it was intended. However, 
I do, without hefitatjon, yield my owp opinion upoi^ this 
fubjeft to youp, and will, whenever fjich a deplairatiog {jj^Sj. 
be moved, gjiyc it my fupport. 

?With rerpeft to ah explanation of the law of Poyning, I 
confefs, the more I confidence fubjeft, tlje more difficult it 
appears to me. Alloy me to remind you, that .the Univer- 
fity did, upon a veyv Recent ojecafion, experience that this 
law, in its prefent fcfrm, may operate beneficially. 4*? ta * 
repeal of it, will I hope, on confederation, appear Jp you to 
be not, by any means, a defirable ojbieft-^You may. re(t aft 
fured, that the ^eft attention lyhijh I can give to the fubjett 
fliall be exerted ; and I truft and\ doubt not, that upon a 
communication with you upon this topic, I fhall beabJe to 

give you full (atisfaftion. 

r •<" ■ ' * > /' . .. , 

I agree with you moil warmly, that any advantage which 
we may derive from reformation mufj: be precarious, fo long 
as the articles of war fhall continue to be a permanent and 
eftablifbea branch of municipal law, which they certainly aire 
under the prefent aft for regulating the King's army in Ire- 
land. | hay e not a doubt in my mind, that a perpetual mu- 
tiny law lays the foundation of a military government in 
this country ; jipon this principle I did oppofe it as ftrenu* 
pufly as l could, from the fjrft moment it was Introduce} 
into the Houfe of Commons, and upon this principle I will, 
whilft I live, make every effort within my power to procure 
a repeal of it. The adminiftration of juftice in this 

njntry is certainly an object of the firft importance, 

and 
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and therefore I will, at all times, concur in any. meafuj£ 
which can be propofed tp make the Judges of the land 
independent and refpe&abte. 

J have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

With great refpeft, 

Your moft obedient, and *■ ! 

Very humble fervant, 

JOHN FITZGIBBON.t 

la thefc anfwers we have the concurrent opinion' of two* 
eminent judicial characters— the laftpf whom,' ilill continues 
an ornament to the bigheft fituatiori in the law department - ? 
the former w;e have to regret is now no more j but has me- 
mory will exift in the minds of bjs countrymen, whilft pa r 
triotic integrity,, found learning, eminent abilities, and every 
amiable virtue deferye to bb held in rejnembrance. 

f Now Earl of CUre and Jjord ChipccUof of l«JgajJ« 
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CHAPTER Xt. 

His Majeflp Jnfwer to "the Addrefs *n the Portugal Buftnefin 
Lord Carliflis refignatiQn.—Mr. Eden 9 / conduit in the Bri* 
tijb Parliaments-Debates there relative to thi Legiflativo 
Freedom of Ireland.— Meffage from his Majejly to the Par* 
liament of Ireland. — Debates. *+* Addrefs to his Majrjiy.^* 
Proceedings in the Houfe of Commons*—- Reward voted to 
Mr. Grattan for his eminent Services, t&c. 

XX 7E return now to the Parliamentary proceedings in 
* * both kingdoms. With refpecl to the affairs with 
Portugal, Mr. Secretary £den, on the 5th of March 1782* 
<*omniunicated to the Houfe of Commons his Majefty's gra» 
cibtts anfwer to the addrefs, which was as follows ; 

<f His Majefty has received the addrefs of the Houfe o( 
Commons with that affectionate fatisfaction, which their 
profeffions of duty, loyalty and zealous ' attachment to his 
Ferfon and Royal Family never fail to excite in his Majefty's 
bread ; and his Majefty does not admit a doubt, that thofe 
-^principles will continue to conftitute, as they have hitherto 
invariably done, a moft diftinguilhed part of the character 
of his people of Ireland. 

« His Majefty gitfes his faithful Commons the ftrongeft 
aflurances that the confidence they fo dutifully repofe in his 
paternal protection, > which ha? been constantly exerted dur- 
ing the courfe of his reign, in promoting and eftabliming 
the profperity *f his kingdom of Ireland, is moft juft'f 
founded, as no purpdfe is nearer his Majefty's heart than to 
afford them every folid proof of that protection. 

Vol. LP " H ? s 
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« His Majfcfty h not fnrprized that his faithful ConHnons, 
always attentive to the true intereft of this country, fhould 
have obferved r withr ahrnf and concern, the obftrd&ioif 
given in the ports of Portugal to the hnportation of Irijb 
woollen and printed linen manufactures into that kingdom j, 
afrd the fulf fatisfaftion • which the Hoafe of Commons ex- 
prnfcft in his Majefty's feticituda upon* this important fubjeft, 
attd In his unremitted endeavours to opfcn the fcyes of Portu- 
gal, not only to 4 the trut fenfe of the treaties between the 
two Crowns,, but to a jttft underftandmg of her own real 
joterefi*, is grsfcio«iijr accepted bjr hfo Majefly* 

** His Majcfty applatrds the temper anrf moderation' of hfe 
Commons upon this occa&m ; fuclr ar conduit is always be- 
coming of their prudence and wifdora; but particularly fo inr 
the prefent inftancfc, as it antods time for further exertion* 
t&Watffe bringing' this bufinefe to fr happy conclufion ;. arid 
At Houfe of Commons may reft allured, that his Majefty 
will peirfevere in evecy poffible effort for the attainment of' 
that defirable end. w f 

Two twt^at fabje&s, now etagaged the attention «f Ar- 
IhtbttA^Itgiflative Frteektoh~*vn& the cxtenfitm of further- 
t&bitv Roman Cbxho&c*. We ft»U conMer thefe feparatety . ' 

*■ A general change havtrtg taken pfatre In the Brifi/t Mint/- 
fry; Mr. jRfe/i went to London, with Lord Carliflfs rofigna- ' 
tiott of the Lieutenancy of this kingdom, defiring only time 
to make fome neceffary arrangements, and to clofe the Sef- 
fion of Parliament. On the 14th of April, his Grace the 
Duke of Portland arrived in Dublin, and immediately took 
upon him tht Chief Government of Ireland. 
•■*'■' ■*- 

tyu Eden, very fpeedily after his -arrival in England, laid 

before the Britifli Parliament, a view of the^petitical hiftory 

» of 

■«■■ « ■ ■ i ■ * . ' ■ ■ 

f Coqj. Journ. VoL xx. 
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of trdand, daring tfee. two laft years ; acquainted the Houfo 
with the awakfces which (he faid) were then forming, for 
rendering it totally independent .of the Brkifh Legiflattire * 
and concluded with moiriag for leave to bring in a bill to ig« 
peai fo much of the aft of tf th Geo. I. as afferted a right in 
the King and frarjiament of Great Britain^ to make laws to 
bind o b is jaog don i 

The precipitation with which a bufinefs of fuch magni- 
tude and importance was thus attempted to be forced on the 
Houfe, witfeonjt previous communication wkh any of his 
Majefty'js Winifter^ or knowledge of tt^ir intentions, was 
fewrqty ^ftfcffuj, afid tte tttpre especially as it appeared that 
the Rigbt H&n. Qpatle,man b*A refund to give any ofiidai 
information to Government relative to the ftate of the coun- 
try he had juft left* Mr. Eden, though loudly called on to 
withdraw his motion, periled in urging its necefifcy, *tid 
in vindication of his own conduct dated,, that the reflfoft of 
his refafing to have any coQ^n^pication with his NJajefty^ 
prefent fervants, ^s thegre^t w^fltwof attention to the Earl 
of Carlijlh which they jiad rfhewn in the mode of appoint* 
ing bis fufice$br, s^nd in hjsrenaoval from the JLord Lieute* 
nancy of the Eaft Riding of Yorkflure. This apology 
.fcrved rather to facreafe the difpleafure of the Houfe *, a mor 
tivti of ceniure on his conduit wa? threatened, and it was 
with great difficulty he wa$ ; at laft brought to comply. with % 
the general wUb of the Houfe, in withdrawing his motion. 

Mr. Fox informed the Houfe in tfee courfe of this cfebate, 
that the Miuifters of the Crttwn, during the (hort time they, 
had b<een in office, had actually held three, or four Councils, 
folely on the affairs of Ireland) and that he hoped very foon, 
perhaps within the next four and twenty hours, to lay fome 
preparatory meafure before them. Accordingly the next 
day he brought a meffage from his Majcfty to inform the 

P 2 Houfe, 
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tioufe, « That being concerned to find difcontents and jesr- 
loulies prevailing amongft bis kJyal fubjfecls in Ireland,' dn 
matters of great weight and 3 importance, he earneftly recom- 
mended to the Houfe to take the fame into their moft ferious 
eonfideration, in order to fuch a final adjuftment, as might 
give mutual fatisfaclion to both kingdoms." A meflage to 
the fame effect was delivered to the Lords, the firft day of 
their meeting, and addrefies were unanimoufly voted by both 
Houfes. 

ft being the declared intention of Adminiftration in Great 
Britain, to proceed in this arduous bufinefs, in concert with 
the Parliament of Ireland, a menage conceived tn terms 
fimilar with thofe* prefented to the Englifh Houfes, was 
communicated to the Houfe of Commons here, foon after the 
arrival of the Duke of Portland. 

This meflage was delivered by the late Right Hon. Jdn 
Hely Hutchitffon, then his Majefty's principal Secretary of 
State in this kingdom, who thereupon declared he had no 
authority to fay any thing further from his Grace ; but 
could not avoid congratulating his country on this meflage, 
and exprefling his opinion, that a Nobleman of fuch high 
rank and character would not have reforted to this Goveki- 
ment with fuch uncommon difpatch, and in the midft of a 
Seflion, but for purpofes the moft falutary and beneficent to 
this kingdom. He begged to (ay a few words, not as an 
officer of the Crown, but as a Gentleman of the country.— 
As to the right of this kingdom to be bound by no other 
laws but thofe made by the King, Lords, and Commons of 
Ireland, he had always afierted it from the feat of judicature 
as a Judge ; and in this Houfe as a Reprefentative of the 
People. He fhould be glad that every man ii> Great Britain 
under itcod what every man uhderftood here', that the claim 
was not new, it was as old as the invafion of the right ; 

the 
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f the principal Lords and Commons of Ireland in. the yey 
174 1, complained of it as an innovation unknown to their 
anceftors. Soon after the rejloration, the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, in an addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, 
and in the prefeuce of both Houfe?, ftatcd the right of Ire- 
land to be governed only by laws made, by her own Parlia- 
ment ; and foon after the revolution, this queftion was 
.placed put of the reach of cpntroverfy, by the work, of a 
.great fcholar afld pbilofopbgr. f 

He then mentioned Mr. Gtattan in terms of the higheft 
^refpeft, and (aid he muft ever live in the hearts of his coun- 
trymen 5 but the prefent age and pofterity would be indebt-*- 
cd to him for the greateft of all obligations, and would, but 
he hoped, at a great diftance of time, inferibe on his tomb, 
that he Ka4 redeemed.the liberties of his country. He faid, 
that whatever mode fhould be propofed for the declaration of 
this right, in terms the moft unequivocal and explicit, whe- 
ther by vote, addrefs, or bill, fliould receive his ftrongeft 
fupport, provided it contained fuch fentiments of duty and 
loyalty to the King, and affe&ion to our fellow-fubjccis of 
Gr^at Britaip, as .every man in this nation felt. YiThen this 
point was fully eftabliflied,, k would let in new light on 
other parts of the Conftitution. He had confidered thofe 
fjtatutes, called Poyning's law, as containing ftrong argu- 
ments in fupport of the independence of the Iri£h Legisla- 
ture ; but this independence being eftabliflxed, or at the eve 
of being, fo, he fhouid agree to a bill for the modification of 
Poyning's law, fo as to prevent the flopping or altering our 
tylls in. oar Privy Council, or the alteration of them elfc- 
vherci for he could never agree to give aqy other Privy 

Council a wer which we took from our own, 

• po ' 

He thought it neceflary that the mutiny bill fhould be 

.made triennial. He voted for it as fuch on its firft intro- 

P 3 du&ion. 

,k f y»- Mofyacux, Efq. Author of the " Cafe 0/ Inland" tf*. 
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duftion. The confequence #as, bis bavipg beffi reprefcntr 
ed very unjuftly, as inimical to the (joycrproent which he 
had fo long f$ryed with zeal and conftancyi He voted for 
the pteient aft to prevent that disturbance of the public tran- 
quillity which t&e rcjeftion of it would have immediately 
and unavoidably occafion^d, .but had deplarecj at tfce fame 
time, his opinion m favour of a limited bill. He obftrved, 
that there were objefts of fuch great national concef n; as 
could only be bbtaiited by the fpirit of the people ; that fpirit 
was now become univerfal ; and that it was the duty of the 
Reprefentatives of the People, to repeat the public voice, 
and to conform, their conduit to the determined fpirit of the. 
nation. He reconatnended, to proceed with unanimity and 
firmnefe, with that dufy, loyalty and attachment! which, 
they owed to their Sovereign, and with that regard to the 
inseparable connexion between the two kingdoms, which., 
the Conftitution of Ireland, and the mutual interefis of 
both kingdoms required. 

Mr. George Ponfpnby moved, that a dutiful and loyal 
addrefs fliould be prefented to his Majefty, thanking him 
for his mod: gracious niefTage, and alluring him, that hii 
faithful Qommons would immediately proceed upon the 
great objefts he had recommended to their confideratjon. 

Mr. Grattan faid, he Wpuld ftate to the Houfe h'rs reafons 
for changing, in fome meafure, the form of the addrefs pfo- 
pofed by the If on. Gentleman, and fyoped to indtuce- the 
Houie, rather to decfare ttiat they had considered the caufes 
pf jeafoufy ; and that they were contained in his original 
motion for a declaration of rights, which he would no W 
move as an amcifdmerit, to' the addrefs/ He faid l^e hadj' 
nothing to add, but to admire by what fteady vhrttfe the 
people had aflerted their own rights. He was not very eld, 
and yet, he remembered Ireland a child. He had watched 
her growth 5 from infancy (he grew to a^ms ; from arms to 
., '■.'•;.* " *jtbetty\ 
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liberty. She was not now afraid of tlie Stench * &e was not 
now afraid of the Engliih ; flic was not now afraW of her- 
ielf. Her foRs were no longer $n arbitrary gentry ; a ruined, 
commonalty; Protectants oppre{$ng Catholics, Catholics 
groaning finder opjgegiQa-rbut (he was now a waited land.; 

Toig, {(aid he), to tj*e reft of Europe, you will £nd the, 
antient fpirit every where expired, Sweden has loft her li- 
berty, England is Reclining; the other nations fuppprt their 
<^>nfe<juenc£ ,on the remembrance of a eighty naujiq, but je 
are the ipnly people who have recover^ your Conftitution— 
who hay£ recovered it by fteady virtue. Ye not only e*ccll 
jnodern Europe, jjjut ye<excett what fee jean -boaA: of nl^L-r t 
Whenever great revolutions were made in favour of liberty* 
they were owing to the quick feelipgof an irrefiftible popu- 
lace, excited by fome ftrong objeft prefented to jheir knits, . 
Such an*>bjte£ was the daughter o.f Virginia— facrificed to 
/virtue ; and fuch the feven bifhops* wbofe meagre and hagr ■ . 
0Lrd looks ejepreffed the rigour of their fuffering : but a? ? 
l^ftory can produce an inftanie of men like yog, mufing for 
years upon oppreflion, and then, upon a determination pf 
aright, rescuing thb lani^. You will find that, the fup-. 
porters of liberty in the reign of Charles the Firft, mixed t 
their fentiments of conftitut'ton with principles of gloomy 
Wgotry ; but amongft us, you fee delegates of the North^ 
advocates for the £atholics of the South ; Jthe Frefbytery of . 
Pangor mixing the milk of humanity with the benignity of 
the gofpel— as Chriftians tolerant — as Irifltmej} united.:— , 
This Houfe agreeing wkh the deiires of the nation, paffed 
the Popery-bill, and by fo dqing got more than it gave ; yet . 
found advantages from generofitjr t and grew rich in the., 
yery afiof charity. Ye gave not, but ye formed an alliance 
between the Proteftapt and the . Catholic powers, for the 
ijpcujrity of Ireland, 

P 4 - •' Fortunately 
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Fortunately for us, England did not take the lead; her 
Minifttor did not take the lead in the reftoratioiv of our 
rights j if fhe had, we fliould have funk under the obliga- 
tion, and given back in fheepifh gratitude the whole advan- 
tage *, but the virtue, the pride of the people was our refource, 
and it is right that people (hould have a lofty conception of 
themfelves 5 though it is wonderful they (hould preferve 
their ancient pride, not having amongft them any of thofe 
outward and viflble flgns of glory, thofe monuments of t^ir 
heroic anceftors, fucli as were wont to animate the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, and rpufe them in their country's caufe. 
They had* nothing, fuqh as thefe, to call forth the great- 
nefs of the land, and therefore it is aftoniQiing they fooulct 
preferve their pride \ but' more aftoniUnng, that they (hould 
proceed with a temper' feldony found amongft the injured, 
and a fuccefs never but witb/thi virtijous/ They have no 
trophies, but* the 'liberty they tranfmit to their pofterjty is 
jriore than trophy. Wkat fets one nation up above another, 
but the foul that dwells therein ? for it is of no availi that 
the arm be ftrbng if the foul be not great. * What fignifies 
it, that three hundred men in the Houfe of Commons— 
.what fignifies it that one hundred men in the Houfeof Peers', 
aAert their country's liberty, if imfupported by the people ? 
But there is not a man'in Ireland — there is nQt a grand jury 
^-7- there is hqt an aflbciation— rthere is not a cbrps of volun* , 
te'ers' — there is not a meeting of tfyeir delegates^ which does 
not maintain the independence of the Iriih Cpnftitution, and 
pledge themfelves to fupport the Parliament in fixing that 
Conftttutiori on Its rightfulbafis;, "Gentlemen will perceive 
that I alludfe to the trarifa&ibn at Dungahnon \ noting 
pgo the meeting at Dungannon was confidered as a very 
alarming meafure ; but I thought otherwife— I approved of 
It; and confidered the meeting of JDuhgannon as an Original 
panfaftion. As fuchonly }t was matter of Turprize. Wha£ 
Ti^ore extraprdinary tranfa&iqn than the attainment of 
t./ . .- >. .- . , > ~.« u\, . ,, .... . .i . Magna 
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Magna Charta ? It was not attained in Parliament, but by 
thcltaronsy armed and in the field. A great original tranf- 
aftion is not founded iii precedent, it contains in itfelf both 
rieafonand precedent ; the revolution had no precedent— 
the Chriftian religion had no precedent— the Apoftles had 
no precedent. 

• In this country: every man has a {hare in the Government, 
and in order to aft or fpeak they inutl confer.' Now, did 
not neceffity coriapd them to^ft— did not neccjBty compel 
them to fpeak— and will riot their resolutions tend toreftbre 
the rights of their country— they rcfolve, " that a claim of 
any body of men, other than the King, Lords and Com- 
mons of Ireland, ,to make laws to bind this kingdom, is uh- 
conftitutipnal and a grievance^ 

Is there any man who wiJU deny it, for what were volun- 
teer aflbciations formed, but for the maintenance of the 
law ? What is ^oynmg's law, and the unconftitutional power* 
of thclriih or Jinglifl* Privy Council, but a grievance ? 
^yhat is a perpetual Mutiny-bill, but a grievance ? Is there 
any man who will deny it, or fay that we have not caufe to 
complain of this execrated ftatutc ? And if you feel the in- 
jury, the people arc % ready to fupport you. They proteft 
againft ai> independent army— againft a dependant Legifla- 
ture — againft the abomination of a foreign Legiflature— 
againft the aflumed authority of Council ; they were more 
conftitutional than more formal aflemblies — they have pro- 
\efted only againft what Parliament ought to redrefs ; and 
pray, Sir, have not the conftittients a right to inform their 
Reprefentatives ? Let other nations bafely fuppofe that the 
people were made for Government ; we after t that Govern- 
ment was made for the people \ great and auguft as they 
are, they do but perform their periodical revolutions ; even 
]the Crown, that great luminary, wbofe brightnefs they aU 
u - *••'•■ - ' ......... rcfleft ^ 
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aeflcft, receives his chearing fire from the flame of the 
Conftitution, and therefore we may feek the fentimerits of 
public meetings ; a&d when we (peak, let us fpeak with e|-' 
fbft : Let us fpeak to the King as to a man who has feelings' 
Hke'ouffelvea, and like purfelve^ wi^ fpeak the c^ms ojf 
liberty. 

Did you ever imagine that the men who ufed to be laugh- 
, ed^tioyour ftntttt~-drd you imagine that they who were 
tfct feoff of fautiy affectation, fhouty prove the Amours of 
their country ? fhould proceed with foch moderation as to 
be dreadful only to the encodes of jt heir country and of tfyar 
country YCouftkution? If England wiftws well to Ireland 
(ho has nothing to few frpm her ftreogth. « The Vofentfeec* : 
of Ireland would die in fttpport of England. This nation is 
conpe&ed with England^ apt by alUgumte ooly, but by #- 
•Wjh-the Crown is one great point of union, but Ma^na 
Charta is a gretteiwwi could get a Bn£ *ny whw«, bu$ 
England is the only country front which we could get a Con- ' 
ftkutkm. We ar* not united with England as Judge Black* 
Jlbnt has foolUWy faid, by cehqueftj but by charter. Ireland ' 
hasBritifli privileges, and is by thepi conne&ed with Britain 
—both countries are united in liberty. This being thfe de- J 
tided fenfe of the naitioa, the men who endeavoured to make 
pur connexion with ^England quadrate with this fenfe, tire 
friends to jBngland. We are friends to England on perfeft 
political equality. This Houfe of Parliament know no fu- 
perior ; the rneri of Ireland acknowledge no fuperiors ^ ' 
they have claimed laws under the Conftitution, and the in* 
dependence of Parliament under every law of God and man. 
It now becomes a matter of policy as well ?s of right. Will 
thfe Noblemen, the Gentlemen, the armed men of Ireland, 
ftoop to any other people ? No, never. The queftion is put 
to qs by an aft lately made— what is it ? but that America 
differing from Ireland in not paving a cpnftitution, in not 

having 
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having a charter ; in having lefs loyalty than Ireland — in 
having flied much £hgU(h blood— that America fhatl be 
free ! And will Ireland ifink in a new point, and be the only 
nation nvbofe liberty England wilt not acknowledge, and nvhcfe 
affection Jht cahnot fubffue P For acknowledging American 
liberty, England has the plea of neceffity •, for acknowledg- 
ing the liberty of Ireland, fhe has the plea of juftice. The 
Britifh nation, if fhesonfults wifh the hcao* or with the 
heart, will not, or cahnot refufe oui 1 claims ; or were it po£ 
fible (he could refufe, 1 wdl not fubmit. The Members of 
this fibufe cannot fubmit ; we have received honours from 
the people \ can w6 take the civic fcrown aftd lay it at the 
feet of Britlfh fupremacy ? Shall the colortifts of America be 
free, and the loyal people of Ireland b$ (laves ? No — I know! 
the Gentlemen of this country too well. I know they will 
not fubmit. The fubmiflfion would gp againft their perfonaf A 
eft im at ion as well as againft their public right. They would* 
not fubmiMo the hifult in the face of Europe. 

I have dome *ith the foprentojeies of England, and fhstlf 
now fay a word on the appellant jurifoSiftion of the Hbufc q$ 
Lords. 

I think that in order to eradicate every catrfe of jealoufyv 
the final judicature. fhould re^e in the Peer*of Iraland«-*tf# 
the conftitution and muft be reftored. The incompeteficef 
of the Lords to decide in queftions of law is no argument * 
The lay Lords in both kingdoms are incompetent, but the 
-law Lords are competent, or why aire they Judges ? Nor ctur < 
we fear atiy abufe of this power. The Lords will eteieifi? 
with caution a power reftored to them by the virtue of thfctc 
countryonen. Befides, let us recollect that to reftore tM| 
jiower is a matter of neceffity, for we are this day called upon 
to fettle the Conftitution ; and if we leave any thing tin* 
if ttled* if we leave any thing unafierted, we arerefoonfible. 
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The people of England are indifferent : I have letters whicji 
affure me of it, and that the repeal of the 6th of George i(t 
was oppofed, becaufe that repeal was not in toto. This is 
the opinion of Lorjl Mahon, an Englifhman, who under-, 
ftands good fenfe and constitution. I therefore fuppofe 
England meets our wifhes, and that the new Miniftry inten^L 
to remove every fubjeft of difpute, and thjow themfelves on 
the fupport of the people ; then how can we fupport them, if 
any caufe of difpute be l^ft } and furely this is caufe for fu- 
ture oppofition— England has faid, ftate your grievances ; 
and (hall we ncglcft to do fo ? If we do, and if there (hall 
be general meetings of the People and of the Volunteers, to 
complain of grievances after what is intended for a final ad- 
justment, would not . England think that there was fome- 
thing infatiable in the Irifh people ? Let us then reftore the 
appellant jurifdiftion, for if that part of the aft be not re- 
pealed, they leave not only the claim of Britifh fupremacy 
ftanding againft us, but they leave the exercHe of the power 
gifting — It muft be repealed in toto, and if repealed, their 
original right reverts to the Peers of courfe. ' Thus you muft 
either reftore the Lords to their privilege, if you mean to 
remove the claim and exercife of Britifh fupreoiacy, or you 
muft diveft them of it by Irifh afts of Parliament. But will 
the Peers fubmit to this,? Will the people fubniit ? Wil1 
you eKpoife A^oainiftration to the pdiuni of fuch an aft ? It 
cannot be— the illuftrious Houfe of Peers, compbfed of per- 
foos of the firft learning, talents and abilities — aged men, 
matured in wifdom— afpiring youtb, animated to glory," 
never will reft in the faihionable insignificance to which they 
have been reduced — no, they (hall fit in the feat of theilr 
aaceftors, difpenfing juftice to their country. England can, 
have no objection to this— (he is not fo ambitious of the; 
trouble of being an arbiter. 

'. ." . Mr, 
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Mr. Grattan again returned to the Mutiny-bill and Poya- 
ingYUw, which he condemned in the moft forcible manner, 
lie faid that he wilhed to become the decided friend of the? 
Duke of Portland, for removing every caufe of complaint 
from Ireland, and that thefe were the terms oa which he 
was ready to fupport his -Government? . 

A repeal of the 6th of Grorge ift, including a reiteration 
of the appellant jurifdi&ioh on the Lords of Ireland. N 

An abolition of the/ unconftftutioaat power of Privy 

Councils. 

And a repeal of the Mutiny-bill. 

A Judges-bill he refrained from mentioning, as he had 
heard it was returned. 

I cannot imagine (continuedhe) that the prefentMinifters of 
England will oppofe thofe rights of the Irith nation; they have 
been for many years advocates for the liberties of England 
and of the colonies, ; it was the great rule of their oppoGtion, 
, and it-is imponlble that men who are ready t# grant . indepen- 
dence to Americac, an oppoTe the independence of Iceland* 
If the Miniftry loft half the colonies duripg thecourfe of an 
unfuccefsful war, Ireland in that time from a colony became 
a nation ; and what can be more advantageous to the de- 
clining Conftitution of Britain, than that Ireland fhould 
have fpirit ? If Minifters have the fame powers and. the 
fame fentiments in office that they had when in oppofition, 
if they are not afraid of Ireland, if they mean to redrefs, and 
not merely pacify this country, they will giv$ us ample and 
unqualified redrefs ; the Irijb people then are their friends, the 
Volunteers are their army, and we are their fupporters. We 
will give them a fupport very different from the canting of 
moderation, or that fort of pensioned loyalty whofe exertion! 
never went beyond thefe walls > but then the redrefs rouft 

* 
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t* W#I$> j* 1 ** ftri^ly corjftitption?J^t.tJwfi cjufl be no' J&uf* 
fii*$? no. 4*#W rf^riy. , 1 do. not fay that Mu»iifers<ifaould tajf? 
t^ lea4 la ttos buiinefs ; if they will but comply , if they 
^ill not Qppofe our rights, I will fupport th$ir A4n*fiiftra-> 
tion. I am, very far fippm SagJMg* ihaf, under the pflfgprt 
Government independent Gentlemen may not accept of 
place's/ I think that places are toow honottftrofc, and in 
taking one I (hould be the friend of the people and of his 
^jjajeftyls Governor. I have no perfonal knpwledge of *he 
Lord Lieutenant. I was not acquainted with thofe about 
him ; nay, if he had tent for* me, I am perfuaded I fliould 
' have declined the honoiar of feeing ham. Sarj as i believe 
his Government win be virtuous, fo far he fhall have my 
freejupport. The way to rdake Minifters oeconomical, is to 
ftipport them for nothing— mpon principles of virtue, f 

Mr. Grattan then moved, which was resolved, nem.cm. 

« *Eh«t an bmnMe addrefi be prefeiited to his Majefty, 
to return his Majefty the tharies of this Houfe for bis moft 
graciptts meffage tte this Houfe, Signed by feis Grace the Lord 
lieutenant. 

"To afiure, his Majefty of ofir unfhakfii attachment to 
his Mayfly's Pcxfoft and Government,, and of pur lively 
f?ttfe of bis paternal .care, in thus -taking thelead toadmi- } 
njOer content to bis MajeOj's fttfyefts of Ireland. 

^That^hus encouraged by his Royal interpofition, we 
(haS beg leave/ with ail duty and afFe&ion, to lay before his 
Majefty *»e caufe of our difcontents'and jeaioufies : To af- 
ford his Majefty that his iiibjedfs of Ireland are a fkee 
people ; that the Grown of Ireland is an Imperial Crown,' 
iufcjprably annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on 
whkh eoanettion the interefts and happinefs of both nations 
.-.---•*.'- •- • ' efientklry 

' im i ■ ■ , i 

t Parliamentary Rcgifter, Vol. I.— iblin printed by J. & W. Porter, 
178* 
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f^»m%<lepeo4 j but tfeat the lwgdw» Of Irelwd if ft 
diftinft kingdom, with a Parliament of hef *WP> tb« foi* 
Legiflature thereof ; that there is no body of men compe- 
tent to make laws to bind this a*tio* r fpugpt tbf King* 
iwdr, andCwamowof Ir^lwidi nor «*y stker ParUsownt 
w¥wh bath my authority $r pewer* of nay fort wh*tfoc<rer# 
ifitbi$,09i>fttry, &v* oitfy the Parliament *f Ireland* Tm 
affure his Majefty, that, ire humbly *p*»ctivt that in thk 
right the very eflence of our liberties exifts ; a right which 
We, 00 the part of all tfa* people <*£ Ireland, <*o ufcim as 
ttodrMidwright, and wbfcfc we capnttfc jrieW *«* wn?& 






To affur* his Jyfcyefiy tb#t we have <ic«n with concern, 
certain claims advanced by the Parliament of Great Britain* 
in an aft entitled an aft for the better fecoring the depen- 
dency of Ireland : An aft containing matter entirely isge- 
conci leable to the fundamental rights of this nation. That 
we conceive this aft, and the claims it advances, to be the 
great and principal sanfc of the difeonteats and jealoufies in 
tjus kiogdofn. [ 

«« To affure his Majefty that bis Majefty's Commons of 
Ireland do moft fincerely wilh that all the bills which be- 
come law in Ireland, fhould receive the approbation of his 
Majefty under the Great Seal of Britain ; but that yet we 
do confider the praftice of fupprefling our' bilk in the Coun- 
cil of Ireland, or altering the fame any where/ .tofre another 
juft caufe of discontent andjealoufy. 

« To affure his Majefty that an aft entitled an aft for the 
better accommodation of his.Mfij«fty's forces, being unlimit- 
ed in duration ; and defeftive in other inftances, but paflfed 
in that fhapc from the particular circumftances of the times, 
is another juft caufe of dUcontent and jealoufy in thiskiag- 

dom. \ " * 

« That 
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« That wc have fubmitted thefe the principal caufes tt 
the prefent difcontcnt and jealoufy of Ireland, and remain 
in humble expectation of redreft. 

< "That we have the greateft reliance on his Majefty'* 
wifdotn, the moft fanguine expectations from his virtuous 
Choice of a Chief Governor, and great confidence in the wife, 
auTpicious, and conftitutional councils, which we fee, with 
fctisfaflion, his Majefty has adopted- ' • * . 

" Thar we have moreover, a high fenfeand veneration 
for the Britiih character, and do therefore conceive that the 
proceedings of this country, founded as they are in * right, 
and tempered by duty, muft have excited the approbation 
and eftccm, inftead of wounding the pride of the Britiih 
nation- 

" And we btfg leave to afiure tiis Majefty, that we are ther 
more confirmed in this hope, inafmuch as the people of 
this kingdom have never exprefled a defirc to fhare the free* : 
dom of England, without declaring a determination tofhafe 
her fete likewife, ftanding and falling with the Britiih na- 
tion/'* 

« 

On the ground of this addrcfi, the repeal of the acl com-' 
plained of, was moved by the two Secretaries of State on' 
the fame day, (May 17th) in both Houfes of the BritiJIt 
Parliament. The other two points lying between the Par* 
liament of Ireland and the King, it was only refolved in the 
Houfe of Commons, " That it was effentially neceflary to 
the mutual happinefs of the two countries, that a firm and 
foiid connexion fhould be forthwith eftabliihed, by the con- 
fent of both, and that his Majefty fhould be requefted to 
give the proper directions for promoting the fame." 

Thefe 

• Comm. Journ. Vol* %o* 
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Thqfe jnptipns pa0cd after a fhort converfation, without 
dny oppofitiin ; .and oi the 27th of the fame month, the 
Duke of Portland made the following speech to botii Howfts 
,of Parliament in this kingdom ; 

* € My Lords and G/ntlemen, ' 

" It give* me the utmpft fatisfa£tjon that, *h.« firft time 
f have occafipa to addrefs yon, I find myfelf enabled by the 
magnanimity of the &ing, and the wiftLom of the Parliament 
,of Great Rritaify to affurc you that immediate attention 
Jias been paid to your repfefoptations, and that tlieljrityh 
Cegiflature have concurred in 2 refplution to remove the 
caufes of your dtfiontcnts and jealaufies, and arcunited in a 
defire to gratify ;«,yery ytfk cxprefied in your late addrefles 
^o the Tferoop* 

« If any *hing could add Jo the pleafure I fed in giving 
,you tt\efe afliirances, it is, that J[ can accompany them with 
my congratulations .on the important and decifive vi&ory 
gained by the fleets of his Majefty, over thofe of our com- 
mon enemy in. the Weft Jntfics, and on the fignai advan- 
tage obtained hy his Majcft/sarms in fte ifland.ofpeylo.it 
<arid pn t£c coaft of Corom^n^; 

« By the papejr? which, ^n johediejy: e to his Majefty's com- 
/nands, I have direfled to-be laid before you, you will re- 
ceive the mpft convincing teftimony of the cordial reception 
which your reprefentations haye.met with from the Legifla- 
ture of Great Britain ; but bis Majefty, whoie firft and mqft 
anxious wi£h is, to exercife his Royal prerogative in fuch a 
fanner as may be moft conducive to the welfare of all his 
faithful fubje&s, has further given it mq in command, to af- 
Aire you of, his gracious difpofition to give his Royal Affent 
f to afts to; prevent .the fupprefiion pf bills in the Privy Coun- 
cil of this kingdom, and the alteration of them any where ; 
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234 >CDlle*inea IPcriittiea* 

and to limit the duration of the ad for the better regulation 
and accommodation of his Majefty's forces in this kingdom* 
. to. jtixe term of two years. 

" Thefe benevolent intentions of his Majefty, and the 
willingnefs of his Parliament of Great Britain Jo fccond his 
gracious purpofes, are unaccompanied by any ftipulation or 
condition whatever. The good faith, the generofity, the 
honour of this nation afford them the fureft pledge of a cor- 
ref ponding difpofition on your part to promote and perpe- 
- tuate the harmony, the (lability, and theglory'of the empire. 

" Onrnjown part I. entertain not the leaft doubt,' but 
that the fame fpirit which. urged you to (hare the freedom 
of Great Britain, will confirm you in your determination. to 
fliare her fate alfo— • (landing and falling with the Brkifh 

toation/* 

. • ' < 

. After the (peech was read, Mr. Grattan called the at- 
tention of the Hbufe to a fubjefl: of the higheft importance, 
and faid, I fliouTd defer t every principle upon which I moved 
♦ the former addrefs f (requiring a reftoration of the Rights of 
Ireland) did I not bear teftimOny to the candid and Unqua- 
lified manner in which that addrefs has been anfwered by 
the Lord Lieutenant** fpeech of this day. I underftand that 
Great Britain gives up in toto every claim to authority over 
Ireland. 1 have not the lead idea that in repealing the 6th 
Of George I. Great* Britain (hould be bound to make any de- 
claration that (he had formerly ufurped a power— No, this 
would be afooUlh caution— a dtftionourable condition. The 
nation that infifts uponthe humiliation of another is a foqlifb, 
nation — Ireland is not a fbolifh nation. Another part of 
great magnanimity in the conduft of Britain is, that every 
thing is given up unconditionally. This muft for ever remove 

^ ■ fufpicion. 

i ip^— — — — — ■ ■ ' w ^^m , ■ 

[, <* ,'..;... * Cqmm* Journ. Vol. ao. ' " ■ 
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fcfpicion, On former occasions, when little ic"U of' relief 
were done for Ireland, it was premifed, " that it was expe* 
dient to do them ;" no fuch word is now made ufe of. Never 
did a Britifh Minifter . fupport fuck honourable claims ' v on 
fuch con ft itutional arguments. iWith refpeft to the writ of 
error, though. not uaeationedin our addrefe,.'he took itupirt 
the awft effa&ual way ; and indeed the whole 'tenor of bos 
conduct towards, us has been moft generous and fincere:: 
we had one advantage-*— he entertained an opinion that Ire* 
land was net infatiabte, though it had been afierted that Ire* 
land was infatiabte — but we pre bound tp prove the faMhood 
pf that affertion : for as the nation was pledged tp itfelf to 
obtain areftoration of her .rights, fo now when her rights arc 
reftored liberally and unconditionally,,*}^ : is pledged to Great 
Britain, who by Receding to^our claims,, has put an end to, 
all future gueftioQS. . "Wehayepow recavtred a Confiitution f 
and our bufinefs is not to advance, but to maintain it. Ice- 
land wijl jnanifeft as much magnanimity in the moderation 
t>y which (he naaintains {ier Constitution, as by the exertions * 
through which it has been recovered* The unanimity with 
-which the Bqtifh Houfe of Commons acceded to 6ur claims, 
muft feu: ever do the/n honour. ; and the fin gle negative ia 
: *he Lords* whilO .it in np wife dijpinifh^s their jpraifq, hfts 
its ufe-*it ferves xo difcover, and for ever to exclude from 
, truft or confidence in e ither nation^ the man who could not 
jonly pppofe the intereft and happinefs qf both, but alfo the 
ardent wiihes and defires of his Spvereign to make his pebr 
pic happy. We ought not to forget 'the able fupport given 
by thofe perfons. who compofed the late Admintftration <>f 
\ Jjeland — jt oiufl^e highly agreeable jtp thofe who compofe 
the prefect. - 

Th,e things fogracjovfly offered by pur Sovereign, are the 
podification of Ppyning's. law, and not only the abridgment 
gt the Mutjny*bill| in point of duration, but the forming of 

Q^2 it 
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it on the model of the Englifli Mutiny-bill, and prefacing il 
with a Declaration of Right. 

As Great Britain and her Minifies h?ve unconditionally 
agreed to the demands of Ireland, I think the fpirit of the 
nation is called upon to make an unconditional grant to 
England. The fea is the element which nature points as 
the fcene of Britifli glory ; it is there we can moft effe&uaUy 
affift her. Twenty thoufand feamen 'would be a noble fup r 
port, and we* wl^o have been fquandering the public money, 
in all the wafte of blind extravagance, cannot furely now 
deem ioo,oool. too large a fum when applied to the com- 
tnon defence of the empire— the fum is triQiqg, but the 
affiftance of 20,00b Irifhrnen would be great ; and Gen* 
tlen&en will now, when they retire to their different coun- 
ties, have 3 full' opportunity, in afljfting to raift thole men, 
6f inanifefting their zeal for the commqn caufe of Great 
$ritain and Ireland. ' There is alfo another means of fug- 
port In pur power 'to give to Britain, though it cannot inv 
xnediately be entered upon. This country is moft happily 
fetuatecTTQr the conftrudlion of docks and the rendezvous of 
Shipping 5 whatever expeqee, might be incurred by fuch he- 
ceflary works, would be repaid- by the expenditure of the 
money amongft ourfelves, and- might be fupported by a pru- 
Bent and ^economical management of the public revenues, 
in the favihgs of the army, and in every different clafs of 
yxtfawdiriar'ies*. Art expence of 17 per cent, in the cbllec? 
fcion of the revenue cannot be juftified : The cdmmiflioners 
Vill now fee that money is to be paid for labour, not for 
proftitutidnj therefore let us now enter, he^rt and hand, into 
the great vtork of reformation, by giving our fupport tp that 
Miniflry which has refctied this country from oppreffioni 
|nd will refcue it Irdm corruption. On this principle T (hall 
$noye you ap addrefs d?void pf $]\ that fulfome panegyric 
•-'■ r I ■ ■'■<—• -• •«■•< • • — >< • ; < f > r , fo 
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fo condmonly offered to Majefty, for I think that trdth will 
be thehigheft compliment to htm. Mr. Grattan thenmovcdj 

, « To afluire his Majefty of our unfeigned affe&ion to hi? 
Royal Perfon and Government ; that we feel ihoft ferifibly 
the attention, which our reprefentations have received fro|tt 
the magnanimity of his Majefty* arid the wifdom of the 
Parliament of Great Britain. 

u Tb aflurc his Majefty that we conceive the refolution 
For an unqualified, unconditional repeal of the 6th of Geo. 
the rft to be a meafure of confunlmate wifdom and juftice, 
fiiitable to the dignity and eminence of both nations, exalting 
the eharafier of both* and fulrniHiing a perpetual pledge of 
inutual amity; 

« To affure hfc Majdftjf tMi we are tenfibiy affe&ed by 
his virtuous determination to accede to the wifhes of his 
faitb&il people, and to cxetcife his Royal Prerogative in i 
.manner moft conducive to their Welfare : and accordingly 
-we (hall immediately prepare bills to carry into execution 
. the defires of his Majefty's people^ and his awn moft bene- 
volent purpofi& 

" That, gratified in ihoft particulars, we do affiire hii 
ftlajefty, that no constitutional queftion between the two 
nations will atty longer ekift, Which can interrupt their har- 
thony *, and that Great brittfnj as (he ha§ approved of our 
firmnefs, fo may file rely dn bur aftpdtion. 

u That We taiheitiber find do repeat titir determination, to 

fiand and fell with the Britifli nation. 

* ■ «<■« 

** That we perceive With pleafure the magnanimity of his 

; Majefty to difclaiin the little policy.of making i bargain with 

his people ; and feeling ^rith pride the confidence he repofe* 

in the good faith* gener ofity, and boncrar of the Irilh natiqn, 

we 
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we arffwer with all humility, that his Majefty entcrtafiis a 
juft fcnfeof our character— Common iritereft— perpetiM 
connexion, the recent conduct of Great Britain — a native 
affecTidn to the Britifh name and nation, together with the 
constitution- which we have recovered, and the high repu- 
tation* which 'we poflefe, muft ever decide the wfthes as well 
as the intereft of Ireland j to perpetuate the hanridriy, (labi- 
lity, and glory of the empire, Accordingly, we aflure his 
Majefty, that we learn with fingular fatisfaftion the account 
of his brilliant fuccefies in the Eaft and Weft Indies, gratified 
at one and the fame" inftant hi our deareft wiQics — the frec- 
<dom r of Ireland, and gfory of Great Britain^ 

" TChat we cannot omit e*prefl»ng* cw gratitude to Ms 
Majefty, for appointing the Duke of Portland to the Go- 
vernment of this kingdom. 

"That we are convinced his reprefcntations were faithful, 
^vigorous, and v benefifciah We are acquainted with his cha- 
racter, and r^lying-on his upright and frugal adminiftratio*, 
make no doubt that a free people, and uncormptParliattoeat, 
will unite to give a coaftitutioaal Chief Governor decided 
fupport. . f 

« That we have prefumed to lay before his Iflajt&y our 
jgpenuine feirtiroents on the change of our fituation* His 
Majrfty will receive them as tjie voluntary unftipulated tn- 
bute pf a free and grateful people." 

Mr. Brownlow faid, he never got up with greater pleafure 
to fuppoxt a motion. He could npt fupprefs the opportu- 
nity the fpeech offered him ; of efcpreffing his fenfations "of 
gratitude at the great event which had taken place. Both 
• nations were now one people, united #y every tie, enjoying, 
in common, the fame liberty, the fame Qonftitution, and the 
fame Sovereign. He had been Tong whnefs to feveral ad- 
dreftes that never conveyed truth, but the prefcm addrfcfs 

fpokc 
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fpok* the fincere language of the nation, where Frotfefltfnt, 
Roman Catholic, all religions, prefled forward with grati- 
tude at ihe prefent moment. He could, not but admire 
England's resignation of thofe grants notwithftanding her , 
claim of power was fo evidiently ill .founded ; nor could he 
left admire the favour conferred on the nation, in fending a 
Lord Lieutenant not governing by faction, but purfuing 
meafures for the general gdod of the people. He hoped, 
he faid, by the moderation of all, at the prefent time, that 
they would evince they knew where td ftop, and when to be 
fatisfied. In refpeft to the mover of the addrefs, he declar- 
ed he had too much regard for the modefty of his friend, to 
fpeajc the warmth of the fentiments he entertained of his 
abilities and virtue. He fhould therefore conftrain himfelf, 

and fecond the motion. * ■ 

> •. 

The Recorder faid, he rofe to exprefs his gratitude at the 
prefent event. The addrefs did the mover honour, and had 
his concurrence in every point, but one which ftruck him, 
and indeed gave him an alarm, which was the mentioning 
that all conftitutiopal quefttons between both nations were 
at an end. [Here the Speaker, being called, upon read the 
paragraph alluded to.] He did not wifh to particularize 
matters, though feveral occurred. If .properly examined, 
they would find, that their very Houfe originated under an 
Englifh aft of Parliament," and many other cafes could be ad- 
duced, by which it would appear dangerous to cut off the 
future f agitation of conftitutional queftions \ and there was 
nothing in th£ fpeech. from, the Throne that coul4 call for 
the. paragraph.; The Hon. Gentleman, he faid, had alfo 
moved for a fum of money to flrengthen the navy of Eng- 
land — he hoped part of that money would be applied to pro- 
tect this kingdom from the depredations of pirates, and Tome 
care taken of our trade. He could fee no occafion for the 
paragraph alhided to, and it could not, consequently, have 

hU concurrence. 

Mr. 
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. Mr. Motifctl mentioned his being prefent in the EffglBfr 
Houfe of Commons^ when Mr. Yelvcirton's bill was propofed 
to be^fent over. He thoaght that bill went, to the: removal: 
of every doubt in refpeft to England, *nd would iinfwer the 
end at which the Hon. Baronet aimed. 

Mr. Floddfaid, that a great reform muft enfiie, in confe- 
rence of what bad beet* done. It was true, h^ fajd, ijfothing 
appeared to himy at prefent, which could dift'urb the gene- 
ttl harmony, but there were mariy Englifh ads ftill exiftingji 
which operated in this kingdom, and notwithftandi^g the' 
laudable acquicfcence which" appealed in. the renunciation of 
Englifh claims, who could engage, that the prefent admi- 
niftration, might not, at fome future period, change its 
mind ? He begged the Gentlemen ttf.confider the language 
held out. in the Englifh Houfe of Commons. They afierted 
a right to external Legiflature ; and he that! Seconded 
the motion on the Iriih bu&nefi, did not give up that 
right, but as matter of convenience antl cbmpaft. Eveir 
the Secretary aflerted'this right to external legiflation, tho* 
he gave up that of internal. It may therefore be imagined 1 
(continued he) that you imply what they aflferted, that thef 
had a right tcT bind you." He Aid that at a former period* 
he was prefehl in England on the'bttfinefs of fending out fo-» 
reign troops. They Were obliged toget an aft of indemnity 
for fuch a meafure; though the Minifter afterwards rcfufed 
the aft -, and they did not fcruple to' fay, that Ireland was 
not included Jn that provifion. He could m* fee the ne- 
ceffity of that paragraph, Theyweie only faying the foun-* 
dation of profpenty for their country, and giving it a found 
Conflittttion. The injuries of that Country have been' much, 
and they were in the fituation of a p&fon in repairing an old 
houfe, who finds that by pulling down a part he muft pull 
down the whole. Thefe were hi? parliamentary fentiments 
Wore and after his difmiflal from office, and he held then* 

♦ to 
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tb ht the fentimcmi of the prcfcnt Mimftry. Inafobjer 
moment, he would recommend, that too exprdfioris QJojuld, 
be then made, wbteh could he afterwards laid hold of to 
their prejudice. He thought the paragraph dangerous and. 
hegged to have it withdrawn* 

Mr. Martin obferved, that if the paragraph faid, <* air 
tonftitutional difpute$ which exifted befir* this addrefs, ^eri^ 
done away/' it might be adopted with propriety. He thoughts 
the addrefs properly applicable and a ffrqdu&on of eon? 
fammate wifdom. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien contended the addrefe r did not coih- 
{xrehend the iheaning annexed to it. ^The Bang called upon 
Ireland to ftatc her difcontents. We ftated them (fay; He) 
and it is our own faults, if they are not all rcdreflcd. The 
King* Lords, and Commons, of Ireland only,, have the 
power to bind us. The power ufarped by the Engjiih is 
given up ; the King has declared his readineft to co-operate 
With our wi&es- Can we entertain a doubt, whefc Majeity 
has led the way, and promised his confent ? Though the 
King has the power of putting a negative, on your a£ts, no 
caufe of difcontents can in future earift between the Leglfla-* 
ture of both, nations, for this proof of the wlfdom of Eng- 
land is adding the ftrength of three millions of people to the 
Brit Mb ftandard. Sir Lucius faid he would co-operate in 
the whole of the addreft at that time, but would; ait 
another opportunity; give his objections to the mode of the 
vdte of credit, though he would agree to the principle. 

Mr. Wd0*e. I do not rife for the porpofe of giving at 
peevifh oppofition— I defpife filch condutt, becaofe I ihouU 
think it both mean and unmanly. Thte fhottW be a duty of 
tiiiahtmity, and it is mf i*i& to contribute to ik. 
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24* Coftettanea $biitit&. - r ' , 

But t cannot poffibly agree to part of the addrefs which 
has x been moved by my Honourable Friend, for whomlhaVe * "" 
the mofi finccre efteem (Mr. Grattan;— I mean thofe words 
in the addrefs — Thai there nxiill no longer exifi any conjlitutidrial 
quejlion between the two nations, that can dijlurb their mutual 
tranquillity. Thefe expreffions I think too ftrong, becaufe 
in my bpiniori, ticy preclude any futtfre addrefs, if itflbould 
be found that any matter had not been dated in the former * 
addfefs, that required amendment 6r feguht'ion. With re- 
fpeft to the repeal of the 6th of George the ift; I rely oh 
it as a lawyer, that it is inadequate to the emancipation of 
Ireland. TJte <Jth of George the ift is merely a declara- 
tory law — that law declares that England has a power to 
make laws to bind Inp&nd. What then does* the repeal of 
the 6th of George the ift do with refpeft to Ireland? Sim- 
ply this, and not a jot more, it expunges the declaration of 
the power frorii the Engliflf ftatute book ; but it do£s not" 
deny the power hereafter to make laws to bind Ireland, when- 
ever England fhall think herfelf in ' fuffietent* forte for the 
purpofe. I call upon the King's new Attorney Gefteral (Mr. 
Yelverton) as a lawyer, to rife in his 1 place and declare, 
whether the aflumed and ufurped power of England to 
make laws to bind Ireland will not remain untouched and 
unrelinquifhed, though the 6th of George the ift ifhould be 
repealed: will it be contended, that the' aflumed power ot 
Great Britain to legiflate for us can be taken away by im- 
plication ? No lawyer will fay it can. 

Then Ireland cannot tye {aid to be cpmpleatly emancipat- 
ed, until England, by an aft of her own Legiflature, un- 
equivocally, and exprefsly declares, that (he has no power 
to make laws to hind us in any inftance whatever, , I fay, 
until that js done, Ireland can never have aimc<ere.affe£tioa 
for, or a confidence in Great Britain. With refpeft to thp 
fine-fpi n d ftinftion of the Engli(h Minifter (Mr. Fox) be- 
tween internal and external legiflation, it feems to me to be 

the 
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themoftabfurd pofitioii, and at this time the indft ridicu- 
lous one, that could poffibly be laid down, when applied to 
an independent people. Says he, it would be downright ty- 
ranny to make laws for the internal government of a people 
whtf were hot reprefented in that Parliament by which fuclk 
Taws' were made. But with refpeft to external legiflation, 
this right of prerogative or fupremacy is clearly annexed to 
the Britifh Legiflatufe. See then how pregnant this doc- 
tine of Mr. Fcpfs'it with every mifchief ; najr, with abfov 
lute deftrudKon to this cbttntry. The Parliament of Ireland 
may make laws for their internal regulations $ that is, he 
gives us leave to tax ourfelves; he permits us to take the 
money out of our purfes for the convenience of England. 
But as to external legiflation, there Great Britain prefides. 
In any thing that relates to commerce, to exportation, there 
Great Britain can make laws to bind Ireland. The fair con- 
ftruftion of which jfe this : Ireland, you (hall not enjoy 
your natural and conftitutional rights— -that of making the 
mod of the produce of your land— you fhall not fend your 
goods to the beft and moft profitable markets. No, fays 
Mr. Fox, that may, interfere- with the intereft of England, 
that may touch the pride of the Britifh Legiflature. So 
that by this do&rine England may fhut or open our ports at 
pleafure. See then the abfurdity of our fituation. Ireland 
is faid to have a free trade, but the key of it is in Mr. Fox's 
pocket. Ireland is independent, or flie is not : if fhe is in- 
dependent, no power on earth can make laws to bind her 
internally or externally fave the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons of Ireland. 

I therefore again repeat h» that until England unequivo- 
cally declares by an aft of her own Legiflature, that fhe has 
not a power, in any inftance, to make laws to bind Ireland, 
the aOumed and ufurped power of Englifh legiflation over 
this country is not relinquifhed. But wc want not the af- 

fiftance 
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fif^Dcje^^i^fu^ to viodicatc the rights of fitknd*itd 
rxi^ore her to the purity of her. priftinc cpnftitution. . We 
ppffefs th$ pow^r, we poffefs the will, and, thank God, ' we 
foSktf Ae fortitude to carry that will into execution, J 
thought it a duty I owed to my conftituents, 1 thought it a 
duty I owfi tamyfelf, as an irishman* to ftate, in the face of 
any; country, thofe otyfflions* which td me fcem decifivp 
againft that part of the addrefs^ which had been moved by 
jnyfyfl*Fri?qd, (Mr. Grattan) namely, that tbtre will nd 
k*Qtr txifl.an] conjUtptionel fyrtfthon ottlbtentfc two nation^ 
that can dyiurb t&rir mutual tranquillity. Whether my oh- 
j^ftipps are well founded, or not, I will leave to more able 
hoids than Wf own, and to time to decide I fikall there- 
fore give my negative to that part of the addrefs. 

Sir Henry Cavfendiih faidj he fliould fet the Hon. Geq- 
ilen^an right, for hi* newfpaper intelligence bad led him out 
,of tbe.Way. in rcfysft to Mr. to*. He knew Mr. Fox's i*& 
.teotiqn* wer,e to make Ireland flourish, and then England 
ifcuft flpurifli alfo. . He then read from his notes the fenti- 
snent* wl&k Mr. FoX expreffed in the Britifl* Houfe of 
Commons in this jrear 1774, Idng before the prefent difputes 
eiifted. In the debate on the application of the Irifh fcnep 
.traders, fifr. Fox, faid, that fince the reiteration* Ireland bad 
been entitled to a free trade s (the firft time, Sir Harry 
a^dedj that ever I heard that expreffion made ufe off j) and 
that the, aA of navigation did not preclude them from it. 
J$e alio went iftto the right flic had of enjoying the woollen 
trade equally with England. Said that Ireland, in her own 
fituatiori, could not go on 3 and if proper encouragement was 
not given, it would prove an cqtfcl injury to England. If 
they held it a maxim that Ireland (houid be kept poor, Eng- 
land wotfld in confequence become poor alfo. Mr. Fox had 
not then the power of enforcing his argument, but now when 
.he had the power, he was fure Mr. Fox did his utmoft to 
farve this kingdom. 

Mr. 
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Mr. ConolTy tfttild not, he ftfcj, refrain from ttrftffyhg 
his gratitude. Biut he was ferry to lie, fo carjy after the 
joy of the people, any feeds of fixture difcotitents,' Where 
none had a right to exift. They had averted, in What might 
be deemed their feanifefto, that if their difebntents Were 
done away, they lhould ihare the fate 6f England ^8he 
owed 200 niillions, and Ireland but two millions, their grant 
could therefore be corifidered no more than a tnife to her 
great espence ; but he thabked God that Ireland had men, 
and though England was exhaufted, by thu*"fltoJMtig hands 
with Ireland; fee would Undoubtedly prober. GentlctneBi 
going down into the provinces lhould encourage the idle t6 
enlift, in order to be of fome ufe to the empire* 

The Provoft * observed, that the addrefs was not a com- 
mon one, and if gentlemen had compared th* paragraph 
with the antecedent parts, no fubjeft of dUpute, could jurifc; 
3Tou tell the jKing (faid he) that no power on earth can make 
Jaws to binjd us, but the King, Lords, and Commons of Ire- 
land, and. that you would not part with your liberties, but 
with your lives. Such yrcre your' words in your addrefs to the 
King. In the anfwer to. that addrefs you were {old, that 
^England would gratify you in every wi(h, and that by the 
united defires of the Parliament of England An Honour- 
able Gentleman has laid, that the claim and the principle is 
ftill held alive by the £ngii(h Legiflature ; but by the Lord 
Lieutenant's fpeech we find that principle aifd Claim done 
fiway, and you have not only received your eftate, hut you 
have alfo received the title deeds with it, la refpeft {be 
faid) to what had been faid about Mr. Fox, be hoped it 
would be the laft time they fhould have occafion t a advert to 
what had been faid in any other houfe. It was true, Mr- 
Fox faid he could go into the claims, of* England, but there 
remained no need of doing that; and if flutters hadr been 
lefc to himfelf, that he would grant the W$h their -rights by 
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an aft of Parliament. The qucftion for binding iiceland\waj 
now for ever at an qid. A gentleman, h$ faid, had mo- 
tioned Mr. Yelvcctop's tyli ; that bill was to be returned, to; 
five fecurjty to JLrifh cftates. It hadheen atlb afked, had 
they no right. in , future &> agitate corifii^tiohal queftions ? 
The matter appeared to him in ' a different }igh^ The ad- 
<lrefe only faid, when the .prefent grievances ar-e removed, 
there will be no occafion for further difputgs on the heads 
pf thofe at- prefent ofejeftc4 to-;~ftot. by any^means preclud r 
ing the further difcuffion of conftitutional queftions. He 
t hen, expatiated upon the happy fituation of the kingdom* 
and recommended the adoption pf moderation and unani- 
mity. 

Mr. Walter Burgh faid, though he felt the emotions 
which every Irifliman felt on the prefent occafion, he di4 
not think to have fpoken that day. He was certain, he de- 
clared, that no panegyric could add to the favours received, 
nor could the afperity of difcontent diminifli them. He 
attributed the oppofition of that day, to a laudable jealoufy 
for the conftitution ; but however be might admire the 
principle, he (hould ftiJl lament the confequence. This op- 
pofition arofe from a nuere rnifapprehenfion. It {hould be 
remembered that the addrefs was an anfwer to the fpeech, 
and not an anfwer to the proceedings of the Commons of 
England ; and it mentioped, that when the grievances re- 
cited fhould be removed, then all jealouG.es would ceafe. 
The addrefs, he faid, went to the entire exclufion of the 
internal as well as the external legiflation of Eng'and ; and 
meant that no conftitutional queftions could be afterwards 
between the two Legiflatures of both nations. This did not 
preclude the difcuffion of their own conftitutional queftions. 
How was it poffibl* that they could be afletted by aLegifla- 
jture which could no longer afliime any power over them t 
He that voted agaihft the prefent addrefs would abfofutely 

aflert, 
.... -• • - *♦«•* -*v 
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Cofletfcutta- JtoH tin* *W< : 

. aflirt,* that- England ftijl retained a power to nc^ke lav* £of 
Ireland 

,Tbe Recorder* bbferved, that If there c&uld be no confti- 
tutionai queftion between the two kingdoms but what re* 
garded legiflation, his Right Hon. Friend's argument would 
be ftrong and convincing. But he would beg leave to call 

' his attention! and he would endeavour to fatisfy him and 

' the Houfe, that there might be many conftitutionai ques- 
tions to interrupt the harhioriy between the* two countries, 
in which legiflation had no part. Had we forgotten the 
late ruinous embargo ? For his part, as the Reprefentativc 

"of the first city in the kiKgdom, he hadnot. Sup- 
pofe hereafter the Parliament of England ihould, as the 
great Council of the Britifh nation, addrefs the King for an 
exertion of his prerogative, by laying an embargo on the 

' trade of both his kingdoms, the Parfiament of Ireland at 
the fame time fitting ; would not* that Parliament, cbmpe- 

' tent to advife his Mrijefty as to the affairs of Ireland, think 

J its dignity invaded by the interference of the Britijh Parliament ' ; 

* and would' not a conftitutionai aueftien be debated in this 
Houfe, and actually exift, which might interrupt the pre- 
fent harrnony ? 

Suppofe peace &ould be conducted with America, and 
. part of jthe terms impofed by the Britifh Parliament Ihould 
: be, that t Kc produ^s of America (hould be brought to the 
. Britifti warift only y. to the exclufion of Ireland, would not that 

be an injury of the fygfreft nature ; and would not the interfere 
. ence of a foreign Legiflature offering the trade . of Ireland, dc- 

ferve to be debate^ within thofe walls as a conftitutionai 
. qutjlkn ? and yet the words to be inferted in the addrefs ye 
r fa -general and uncircumfcribed> a? to preclude fuch an idea. 

Permit me to date' another inftance, where this kingdom 
may feel kfelf injured and affe&ed. "The Legiflatures of the 

two 
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two kingdoms bong feparate and independent, it will be pru- 
dent to affhmlate the Jaws of our country to thofc of another, 
.that inJbpth there may he the fame role in action. Now f 
A Sir, fcppofe we (hould pais a law in conformity to one in 
(England, and which we (hanld /confide* as beneficial to this 
, kingdom, ft that we^biould originate a law which England 
tfcad.not ; and that the $ritUh Parliament not allowing us 
demerit of. indention, Jbould addrejs tip King to refiife bit 
affint\ would not this interference mate £ conptutlond 

Sir, the confining jconftitutipoal question; to *fts of le- 
^pflation only, is too roprpw an idea. Every aft of ftate ipay 

involve a conftitutional queftion. There $re at this ljour 
,mapy Bririih ads affefting Ireland ugreffealed ; t^e a# for 

altering the ftyle, the poft-offtce %ft, ^he a# pf pavjgqjgctn, 

wd a. multitude of others. The oaths taken this day hyjbe 
>{lightHon. Secretary, ^re under an Jinglijk <?#. fou % Sir, 
Jfc //i tfa/ choir under an finglijh /aw. Are not .thefe objetfjg 

which constitutionally (hould be enquired jnto and reform- 
.cd ? And can any man fay, that the cpnfideration of them 

may not interrupt the harcnony bctwee^ t^e twp kingdoms/ 

Sir, I highly approve of *he fpeech tW* day .from tl$ 

' throne ; and if the addrefs moved for according to the ah* 

tient parliamentary form, applied merely to the ipecch, it 

-flwflld have my hearty concurrence. J do acknowledge that 

upon great occafions, forms are fuperfeded, *nd mayix? 

<iif*egarded,. The prefent is a great and important moment, 

and'fliould not be coctrouled by forms j but, in introduciog 

words in the addrefs, for which there is no foundation in 

'his Grace's fpeech, let us not lofcjtgbt of prudence, and ut 

_*a . effbfion of gratitude preclude the freedpm of debating 

. queftiprs, in which we may find the conjiituiion of this coup* 

try afecled. 
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Sir, Unanimity this day' is the general wifli. I fincerely 
wiih for it ; but I lament, that I cannot, confident with 
roy duty, agree to the words objected to, though I do to all 
the reft of the propofed " addrefs. I feel the obligations we 
are under to his Majefty and his adminiftration, as ftrong as 
any Gentleman in this Houfc ; I am fenfible of the great 
abilities of the Hon. Mover ; but I wifh he would not infift 
on this part, as the confequence. of relinquishing it would 
be perfect unanimity. 

Sir Benjamin Chapman anfwered the Recorder, that he 
felt equal Jbrprife with the Hon. Baronet, on hearing the 
addrefs moved by his Hon. Friend, (Mr. Grattan) but it 
was a furprife of a very different fort ^ a furprife, that ah 
addrefs, inftead of a fervile echo to the fpeech from the 
throne, fhould at length be found the genuine unequivocal 
echo of the unanimous voice of the Irifh nation : Not the 
compilation of a venal Minifter, but the generous fentiment 
of a grateful country: The language, he faid, of thirty- 
two counties, of all our gallant aflbciated corps, addreffing 
their Reprefcntatives. Did any dne of tbofe, he aiked, 
ever entertain a thought, that the aft regulating the oath of 
office, or ftill more abfurdly, the aft changing the ftyle, 
mentioned by the Hon. Baronet, ihould be enumerated a 
grievance ? Such a fagacity, be faid, would be treated with 
ridicule and contempt, if propofed to tbem. The anfwer 
would be unqueftionable. Let us be fatisfied in the mutiny 
bill — in Poyning's and the Judges bill, and above all, let 
the 6th of George I. be repealed : thus fecure the outlines 
and barrier of the Conftitutioa. Let the principle be avow- 
ed and acknowledged, and every minute imperfection muft, 
and will, of courfe be done away. . He faid, if he agreed 
with the Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Flood) that the claufe ob- 
jected to was ufelcfs, he fhould concur with him in oppofing 
it ; but was it of no ufc, he aiked, to give repofe to the 
Voi< I. R long 
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long agitated, and anxious public midd of the itatioft> or 
to ftrengthen the hands of a magnanimous adminiftration, 
that dared to aft honeftfy by (hewing the world, that Ire- 
land was not ungrateft* r wa» not invariable ? ' 

Mr. Burgh again faid, that the English Legiftature having 
given up all right of binding, a caufe of difpute eonfd never 
cxift after. He would only remind Gentlemen in what 
light their oppofiiien would be viewed, when the fpeeeb 
willingly granted all they were willing to afk ? And how 
ignorant muft the Englifh think that nation, which was fi> 
foolilh as not to know when to a£k, and when to be fatisfied? 
He declared that he bad authentic intelligence, that the en** 
snies of England plumed them&lves on the differences be- 
tween both kingdoms ; and would they accede to the withes 
of the common enemy, and decline that fupport of England 
which they had promifed to feal with their blood ? After 
the Englifh had broken through the fortress of ancient pre- 
judices to fct the Iriffi free, -would they refufe to fay they 
were fatisfied, and enjoy that freedom in peace ; the nation 
'was willing to be happy, and could they refufe to feal that 
happinefs ? He was fatisfied hknfelf in the upright intentions 
of the Gentlemen who oppofed, but was certain a little re- 
flection would convince them that they had no real Caufe for 
oppofition. 

Mr. Grattan thought it neceflary that Enghnd (hould be 
convinced that we were fatisfied. It ihould feem as if the 
Hon. Baronet was determined to oppofe, before he knew a 
caufe for oppofition. He could not but lament, he faid, 
when he moved, on a former occafion, for a repeal of thofe 
grievances, that he had not the affi (lance of the Hon. Baro- 
net ; why did he not come forward with his objections 
then ? Did he awake now ? And when England granted 
all, was be determined to oppofe ? He could forbear comparing 

his 
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hfc.pliaucy of difpofition tbeH, when a Minifter was to be 
thanked, to the ftrongeft' opposition he gave now. An Hon* 
Gentleman (uppofes (continued' he) that England will again 
aflumc this power when (he can find herfelf able, bat that 
fitppofition nraft lofc all weight from the (oleum furrender 
England ha* made of this affirming power. The Hon. Ba« 
ronet alfo fuppofes, that tin a peace with America, England 
will exclude Ireland. The fuppofition is equally groundiefs % 
but the Hon. Baronet knows, when all thofe things iure given 
up, no taufe of oppofition will any longer eiift. He thinks 
this paragraph -fanciful but hot neceffary. I would not wifh 
to be accounted volatile or fanciful. I never was fo fanciful 
as to hold any coquetry with admintftration. After 'having 
received liberty, we are to tell England that we are fatisfied* 
and not to tell France that we are difpleafed. 

.• Mr.Yelverton fuggefted, that if the Gentlemen- would 
^rkhdraw* their ^-oppofition for the prefent, fo as to let the 
motion for the<addrefs, as moved by Mr. Grattan, pafsuna- 
ttimoufly upon the general principle ftated in the refutation^ 
yetnvhen theaddrefs fhould be committed, if any particular 
-expreffion did not accord with their opinions, they would 
then be at liberty to oppofe fuch expreffion, without incur- 
ring the charge of incorififtency. 

Right Hon. Mr* Fitzpatrick faid, that he was forry to 
differ fronv his hon. andiearned Friend who fpoke laft, he 
hoped, and was certain, that it would be the laft time that 
any difference fhould arife between them. It was not his in<- 
tention to have taken any part in the debate, on the day 
when he firft had the honour of taking his feat in the 
Houfe. But he could not but rife to beg of thofe Gentle- 
men who meant to oppofe the addrefs, not to withdraw 
their opposition, but to perfift in giving their negative, and 
to take the fenfe of the Houfe upon the anfwer to the fpeech. 
R 2 If 
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.25* CoRedanes fWKttcar, 

If the fpeech, worded as it was, and going to the poiatf 
contained in it, did not? give fatisfaftion* he fhould regret 
the day he ever let his Soot in that Hotffe. If Jhere were 
Gentlemen who were not fatisfiedy he begged they wottj^ 
not think of concealing that diflatisfeftion, in order to. fuffcr 
the queftion of that day toaffume an appearance of unamV 
mity ; fiich an unanimity would be falfe and deceitful* and 
could only tend to lead the Legtflature of England into a 
dangerous and fatat error. The wifh of adminifttation wa* 
to collect the fenfeof the people of Ireland ; they had 
called upon the Parliament, of Ireland to declare their 
grievances y on the ftatemeirt of tbefe grievances, the fpeeefe 
4of the Lord Lieutenant had given the moft foiemn and au- 
thoritative afTurances, that not only their reprefentetions 
fhould be attended to, but that every wifh they had exprefled 
in their late addrefles fhould be gratified — He wifhed, there- 
fore, to know whether Gentlemen were perfectly fatisfied 
with the fpeech — There muft be an Ultimatum to promote 
•and perpetuate the harmony between the two countries, and 
if the addrefs did not contain that Ultimatum, he looked 
upon the final adjuftment between the two countries as 
beyond his hopes, and' id that fenfe it was, that he fhould 
regret ever tb have fet his foot Within that Houfe. * 

Sir H. Langrifhe faid, if I did not know and feel that I 
was actuated by as free and decided fentiraents concerning 
the conftitutional rights of Ireland as any man— if I could 
ndt appeal to a conduct, conformable to fuch fentiments-— a 
conduct ftri&ly purfued by myfelf and my brethren in the 
'humble but very critical fituation in which we are placed, arid 
in very doubtful and dangerous times— if 1 were not fo cip- 
cumftanced, 1 fhould not arrfe to addrefs you this day, or 
take a part in the high deliberations of the prefent occafion. 

But under fuch a confeioufnefs, and with fuch a teftimony, 
I may prcfumc (in common with other Gentlemen) to join 
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IftJ congratulations with my country on the refiitution of Aefr 
^iktsj jindtp offer ray acknowledgments to the liberality 
and wifdom which ha9 thus reflated them. Asd, indeed, 
<Sir, whilft we are enraptured at the acquisition of liberty, 
as of the greateft bleffiag of Yiky-endeared by a long abfehce % 
and acquired, by great ,virtue, ,it would be infenfibility not to 
fetf 9 and ingratitude not to {Commemorate the manner ia 
which .it tyis fcceo canceled— 4b attire , Jo unconditionally % So 
affectionate, fo dec'tfivt y as mnft from this day, during our 
c.xiftepce as an empire, put an end to all jealoufies and con- 
tentions between the two countries, except that contention 
only which wjll hereafter for evpr iuhfift— a contention m 
good offices— an emulation in reciprocal fupport and affift- 
ince, alike 'in peace and in wjir — in profperity and adverfity ; 
jmd being convinced that when this great compact fliall be 
ratified, tojife the w&rds of my h$n. friend's addrefs, when 
we Xhall be graced in thefe conceffions, «« No tronftitu- 
tional queftioa between the two countries will exift to in- 
terrupt the hannony between ifacm," k>is impoffible for me 
to agree in the objection made to this paragraph of the ad- 
drefs. The King and the Parliament of England agree to 
comply with every thing yoaaflc— this addrefs fays, when 
every thing we have a&ed fliall be complied wkh, " no con- 
ilitutional queftion .between the two countries witlexift, vto 
interrupt the harmony between them." Can any manaiive 
<leny that i And if that be true, which k muft be, why - 
ihould we not fay fo ? Is it not our duty to fay fo ? Should 
jwe not be imperfect and unpardonable to ,omit ir % ' 

It is but common juftice toobferve, during the ocurfe of 
£his great bufineft, that the wife ooonfels ih^K guided and ac- 
*amplijbed\t) have not been actuated, by the impulfe of the 6c« 
*afion, or fuggeftionsof the moment. They have not made 
liberty a meafure> or jujlice an expedient. They haveprb- 
feeded on the general, enlarged, and decided fy Re ax— with 
:* R} that 
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that per/eel principle which refpe&s the fights of mantind t ' 
and with that affe&ion which regards the interefts of af 
fifler country. t 

We have lived to hear a Minlfter tell the Britifh Partial 
ment, " That it acquired dignity^* not degradation, by relin- 
quifhing a power which was pot founded in juftice — and. 
that equal freedom- is the only bond that can -unite the dif- 
ferent parts of the empire. p Magnificent fentinients ! and 
we have feen the JJritifh nation reflecl thefe fentinients back 
onxthe Minifter ; and the people of England become vnemfc 
iwttf in the taufe of Ireland, - . * * 

That great and generous people, when once the errors of 
old and ignorant prejudices were examined and removed*' 
inftamly felt their hearts glow with kindred affeftion towards 
us. They admired the temperate magnanimity with which 
we claimed our rights—and we cannot but admire and r$* 
member the cordiality, with which .they reftore^ them— we 
have lived to fee almoft the romances of our political wi(hes 
realized and accompli fhed — a Sovereign founding his dom}* 
nion in the affections of a free people — an adminiftration the 
free advocates of con fti tut ion, maintaining, authority by the 
influence alone of public benefits, and the different parts pf the 
empire unitin&andconfolidating* not by the hand of power, 
which is impotence % but by the everlafting bonds of common, 
inter eft, : of common afft&ion, of common conflitation^ of com*, 
pton liberty. IJe apologized for having taken up the time of 
the Houfe + that what he had faid was forced pp him by 
feelings, fuperior to an influence ; that this was not a fea- 
fon for influence ; the heart of every Irifhman is too proud 
to fubmit to it ; but it was not eafy for any Gentleman ao 
cuftomed to deliver his fentiments, to fit filent on the pre- 
sent occafion, nor for any man to confider the relative fitua- 
(ipp pf Jrejandj without feeling fomcthing like an enthufiafin 
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of happinefs : -that fuch wore his feelings, .which lie hopted 
would plead his excufe for having trefpaned on the, patience 
4rf theHoufe. 

Mr.^STalfh faid,that upon hearing Tuch language deliver- 
ed in fuch a manner by what is called the Irifli Minifter, *he 
was determined to divide the Houfe ; it .was not, he laid, 
^language fit to be delivered in ah Irifli Senate Houfe. 

Sir 1 Edward ^Tewenham congratulated his country >. on her 
glorious and full emancipation fcpm the ufurped dominion 
of any foreign 'Legtflature* He would vote, as he always 
Jid, agreeable ;to thejnftru&ionsand wifbes of thofc whom 
he had .the tionour tp repreient ; their wifli was a free con- 
iHtution, and confequently, thanks of the warmeft gratitude 
were due to the patriotic admimftration who fupported the 
jrights of Ireland, fie obferved, that three months ago he 
jwould, in order to obtain thofe great national points, have 
agreed to any addrefs, Should it even have been drawn by 
one of -the old hackneyed flaves of quondam adminiftrations; 
but now the addrefs was offered to their confideratipn, by the 
Hibernian patriot, and no man could doubt of the purity of 
Jus intentions,; be ,<:quld not wjQ* tp miflead his grateful 
•oountryanen. 

Mr. Ponfonby, jun.faid/he wHhe&the.Gentleorfen would 
jdivide,\ that there nvght be feen, perhaps, tfitee men (land- 
ing againft 250. He wl&ed to let the people of Dublin, fee 
• *he difference of their reprefentatives. — (Here he was inter- 
rupted by ^hc Recorder, who faid that he did not fear jtokt: 
fcis conftituents fee him afting to the beft of his judgment, 
and watching with anxious jealoufy the liberties of his coun- 
try) ; and Mr. Walfh faid, that he had ever a£ed steapijlt 
for the intereft of his conftituents j .no man could accufe 
&W of wbj/ifaf round to every adminiftration.. He afted 
& 4 upo* 
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upon conftitptjpnal principles, as an honeft Senator ought to 
dg ; and though his fortune was not. the largeft in the Houfe* 
yet it was fuflicient to render him independent of, any * 
Minifter \ it was the patrimony of a refpeftable family, which 
had enjoyed it 700 years ; and which was longer by above 
600 years than any property at all had been in the family 
of tjfaic gentleman that had fo loudly urged him to divide. 

Mr. FitzpatricV rofe to apologize, he faid, if be had falleh 
into an error, or broke through the orders of the Houfe. 
(JJo, no, was re-echoed from all fides.) His being a ftrangep 
in this country, though he originated from it, and equally 
a 1 ftranger to that Houfe, perhaps, would plead an excufc 
if he had tranfgrefled. He ppfe, he faid, with an anxious, 
drfire to know the fentiments of the Houfe and &c all mafe 
tert fettled. The warmth he had betrayed, if he tiadbc? 7 
trayed any warmth, pauft be afcribed tothajf motiye folely t ' . 
and he hoped for that raptiye it would be forgiven, He ; was •.• 
anxious to know the ultimatum of their expectations, he 
was anxious to know the real fenfe p{ the Houfe, that 'wrong . 
information paight not be fent to. the other fide of the water. 
This was the- foment to tome to a decifipn. Jfyt as one 
gentlerqan had declared that he did not hold himfelf pledged 
by the addrefs of that day, perhaps many other Gentlemen 
pf that Houfe who had not deliyered their fentiments, might 
cohfider themfehis in the fame, fitoatiop. He therefore 
requeued the Hon. Gentleman would keep his word, £nce 
the- expectations of the nation could not be known without a 
divifiqn, and' t hit divifion would reduce the matter to. a 
certainty. • .- .... ... . * , ,, 

Mr-. Bagenal faid, he was not furprifed to fee his learned 
friend (Mr.- Walih) a little alarmed at the manner in which 
the Minifter fpoke ; it was plain fpeaking, and plain fpeak- 
Jngfrom a Minifter was a thing fo very unufual, that it was 
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reatty alarming. He had fat ia Parliament five and twenty 
years, and never heard fuch plain and honeft {peaking by a 
Minuter ; for .which reafon, and many others, the addreft • 
fhould have bis fupport, 

Mr. Ogle, after pronouncing an elegant panegyric on the 
public and private virtues of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, 
and paying the like tribute to thofe of Mr. Grattan, faid, 
that honourable meafnres fliould be fupported by honourable 
inen, and move4 an addrefs of thanks to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, which paffed unaqinioufly, 

Mr. Gorges Lowther faidliehad an opportunity of feeing 
more Lord ^Lieutenants* fpeeches delivered at this table than . 
any other Gentleman in this Houfe ; he had feeiAljad Lord 
lieutenants, * indifferent Lord Lieutenants, and but few 
good ; he never cipefted to have feen fuch a Lord Lieute- 
nant fent to us as the prefent, with full power to do every 
thing for the good of Ireland ; he has faved us from flavcry 
and arbitrary power. He was really furprifed to hear One 
cHflentinj* vote to this motiqn ; have* we not got* all we dc- 
fired ? He hope4 one or two* negatives would be of little 
fignificatioh, (if they, fliould perfift) in comparifon to more 
than two hundred, and he moft heartily concurred with the 
Hon. Gentleman who made the. motion, in every particular 
of.it, as a fincere friend to his country. ' 

*■-**" . «■ 

The Houfe divided upon the words objected to by the Rev 
corder. 

&ypf fpr the Addrefe - 211 

Noes, the two Tellers, the Recorder and Mr. Walfh. 

"Mr. Bagenal. I wil| beg leave to congratulate this coun- 
try. We have at laft got the freedom which all the world 
(bQuld have— it is our birth- right ; but in our meridian 

there 
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there is no life without it— our exiftence now 'begins, and 
will depend upon what nfe we make of the population and 
wealth that will refiilt frapLihe advantages of aixec confty- 
tution. 

I will beg leave to congratulate England : inftead of a 
nominal or a repugnant dependent, (he has now a powerful, 
faithful ally, one that fhe cap never exiit without, 

I will beg leave to congratulate his Majefty * he has con- 
ciliated three millions of fuch fubjefts a$ muft make hini 
happy— men willing to be loyal, as they «$ determined tp 
'be free. 

I will congratulate hisMinifters alfo : £hey rafry ppyr de- 
pend upon ?#ich* fupp^rt as they ought jdways to look. fox. 
And to whom $k>es the empire pyre aU ithis ? To a quuy 
principally, who is xefolved t? take no reward from Go- 
vernment. I will not jn-etcad to lay he was wrong, though 
I know that fuch merit ought to ^e diftinguWhed in every 
manner poflible. Shall .every body have what they ought to 
have, except him alone, to whom every individual in thif 
empire is fo much indebted, and by whofe example every 
individual in the univerfe .may be lb much benefited ? He 
Jba* faved this empire fcpm an iron age, and ha? reftored an 
unequivocal golden one. By our affectionate alliance with 
England, we (hall not only be benefited ourfelves, but fhaU 
fee a beloved fifter revive, without any painful repining, or 
\ apprehenfions for her prplperity. 

In thefe happy circumftances in which he has placed u? 
j(tho' I honour every private compliment as I may call thofe 
that I fee paid to our illuftrious benefactor) I believe there is 
no man that would not blufh to think -a Grattan's child 
might point at a ftatue, or monument, that has often been 
dedicated to {lender or problematical merit, and fay, that was 
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my father's, your benefa&or's only reward* I have there- 
fore a motion to make you, which' might appear like pre- 
fumption in me, as it is of (b much importance .to the glory 
3ad interefts of this kingdom, if I could fuppofe that any. 
Member of the Britifh empire could give it a negative \ the 
fupport of it is, that we ihould take into confideration what 
fum we fhould grant for the purpofe of purchafing a fcat ? 
and building a fuitaUe manjioa for our great benefador, in\ 
teftimony of our gratkude for the unentailed iervices that 
be has done for this kingdom* Were we to omit this, or 
fiiould we do it in a manner unfuitabie to the fituation he 
has raifed us to, we fhpuld be very ungrateful indeed, and, 
never might we expeft that a Me&ng could attend it, 

It muft be needlefs to fay any thing in favour of fuqh a 
meafure, or I would not dare to be the mover of ' it. I wilt 
only add, that as he has left nothing undone thfct is material 
to the profperity of this kingdom, ijt can no more lay a pre- 
cedent for hurtful grants of the fame nature here, than. 
Blenheim did in Great Britain. 

Far be it from me Jtp compare even the feryiccs of Marl- 
borough to thofe for which we ftand indebted 5 we have not 
deductions to make from our gratitude— without protrafting, 
or any public expence, his efforts have been timediand con- 
duced with fo much wifdbm, and the appearance of futh a 
being on earth was fo eflentiaito the eftabtifhmen* of liberty 
at this moft critical jundure, that without fuperftition, mew 
may well record him amongft the moft propitious interpoft* 
^ions of heaven. 

He has crowned his work, and under his aufpkes th$ 
throne of freedom is fixed on fo certain a bafis, and wilt 
probably be always fo well fupported by the due influence 
£he public are likely to acquire under his fyftem, that with 
v the 
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the bleffing of God there is no danger of Pariianiewt: jtfetf, 
ever being able to (hake it; nor (hall Parliament, 1 tmft f 
ever again be prof jnely ftUed omnipotent. I am confeious 
I muft have anticipated men infinitely better qualified to 
bring fuch a meafure forward ; one excufe I have, for it is 
not the impatient wifli that every hody muft have to fee fuch 
a chara&er exalted-— nor any Jitdc vanity to diftinguifh my- 
felf— but as I never had any private acquaintance, nor pri- 
vate copverfation with our great benefactor, I thought k 
infant come as well from one from whom he could have any 
item, as from the moft diftinguijGhcd perftpage that he is in- 
timate with. * 

Virtue, to before, is its own reward, and we know that 
Our generous benefactor is in his otvnfpherc of happinefs> con- 
U#*-t But (hall we be content without doing pur d^ty ? ShalJ 
we be ungrateful ? God fortyd. 

Gratitucje fcems to b$ a virtue peculiarly adapted to na- 
tions that have received fuch benefits as ours — It is often 
neglected by individuals, becaufe it is often out of their 
power to be ^s grateful as they wifli ; we, I truft, (hall neyep 
have fuch anpther opportunity of exerciflng ours — God 
forbicj. we Aould 1ft it flip. ' 

- To-morrow, after the grant to hie Majefty is fettled, and 
after '* proper thapkfgivin^ is offered to Heaven, for this 
happy recovery of our rights, I will move, "That this 
Hotife do refolve itfelf into a committee, to take into con- 
federation what fum we (hould grant for the purchasing at* 
eftate, and building a fuitable manfion for o,ur ilkiftrious be T 
nefa&or, Henry Grattan, Efq; and his heirs for ever, in 
teftimony of oiir gratitude for the unequalled fervfce that he 
has dope for the kingdom of Ireland** " 
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CHAP TE R XII. 



Grant for raifing 20,000 Seamen .^—Declaration of the Volun- 
teers oj ? Ulfterand Connaught — Addrefs to his Majejly. — 
Parliamentary proceedings refpecling a National Bank- 
Bills . introduced for further relief of Roman Catholics.— 
Debates thereon. — Habeas Corpus Acl. — Proceedings and 
Debates concerning other public acls'pajfcd in i^z.^Generai 
Observations. 



THE nation thus gratified with an acknowledgment of 
its Legiflative- Independence, a ihrrt of. ioo,oool. was 
voted to be applied towards railing 20,000 feamen for bis 
Majefty's fleet ; and a fum of "50,000!. was likewifc granted 
to Henry Grattan, Efq. for his faithful and patriotic fcrvices. 

The kingdom in general feemed now to entertain a high 
fenfe of the liberality of Great Britain, and the following 
addrefs from the Committees of Ulfter and Connaught to 
the Volunteers of thofe Provinces, was publiQied on thfe 
occafion : ^ . < 

«« Friends, Freemen, and Fellow- Soldiers, 

" We have fufpended all obfervations on public affairs, 
until we fhould receive that authentic information from our; 
Legiflature on which we (hould ground our proceedings. 
Appointed by the Volunteers of our refpeftive Provinces tp 
Juperintend the great caufe in which we were engaged, wc 
have been watchful fpeftators of its progreii, and hav? 

v^lted, 
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waited, in filent expe&ation, for the fats of thofe demands 
of juftice, which our Parliament, echoing the voice of the 
nation, had carried to the foot of the Throne. We can 
now congratulate our fellow-foldiers on the full com- 
pletion of their withes. The all«bountiful Providence, whofe 
omnipotent hand guides the fate of nations, has led thi* 
country on to glory ; the people of Ireland, with the fteady 
dignified moderation of confeious reftitude, have boldly vin- 
dicated their rights ; and the magnanimity of Britain, for- 
getting all ancient prejudices, has obliterated every fource of 
jealoufy, by an aft of ample and unequivocal juftice. Let 
us bow down with gratitude to that Providence, whofe di- 
vine proteftion has led us through the paths of peace to the 
fummit of fuccefs ; let us cherifh that fpirit in ourfelves 
which has. been the inftrument of our deliverance ; let us 
embrace our fitter kingdom With renovated affoftion, and 
evince, that freedom is the ftrongeft cement of onion and li- 
berality is the firmeft bafis of power. ; \ . 

The diftindion between Englifhtnen and Irifhmen is no 
more ; we are now one people •, we have but one interefty 
one caufe, one enemy, one friend, and we trufrthat tbei;on- 
duft of the Irifh nation will den>onfirate to all mankind, 
that the fame fpirit which grafps at liberty and ipurns at 
ufurpation, is equally alive to the impreffions of friendfhip, 
of kindnefs, and of generofity. Let this auspicious sera, 
which at once reftores us to the pofleffion of our Conftitu- 
tion, and to the arms of our magnanimous fitter, be ever re- 
corded in the annals of this country ; and let the glory 
'"which furrounds it diffiife its light to illuminate fucceeding 
ages v let ftru&tttes arffe to commemorate the tranfa&ions 
of this eventful period, and to hold up an example to ftimu- 
late potterity to an emulation of the virtues of their anceftors, 
and religioufly to preferve the facred truft tranfmitted ta 
them inviolate and uncontaminatcd j let the whole nation 

ppur 
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poor in the voluntary tribute of its feelings, that every mm 
who arffiftcd in the attainment of the objeel may have the 
gratification of contributing to the meafure which is to re- 
cord it, and that *s the caufe is national, fo {hould the 
monument* 

Amidft thefe effafions of public exultation ; amidft thefe 
records of the glorious events of this memorable «ra ; while 
we pay every teftimony of heart-felt gratitude to thofe ever- 
to-be-honoured Senators, who, fuperior to all temptation, 
have boldly flood forth in vindicating the rights of their 
country 5 while we offer every tribute of particular venera- 
tion to the illuftrious leader of the Volunteers of Ireland, 
the Earl of Char lemon t t we (hould be wanting to our own 
feelings, to our fenfe of juftice, and to what we are con- 
vinced is the unanimous fenfe of the nation, did we not 
hold up that great and exalted character, Henry Grfittatt % 
as the object of peculiar commemoration and diftinguifhed 
national reward. It was the capacious genius of that honor' 
to his country and mankind, which firft conceived the prac- 
ticability of reicuing his native land from oppreffion $ it 
was the power of his fplendid abilities which rouzed th^e 
public mind, and called forth all the talents and all the vir- 
tue in the nation to his aid ; it was his perfeverance which, 
withfuch an aid, irrefiftibly bore down all oppofition to the 
Parliamentary declaration, and the firitifh recognition of 
our Conftitution. Services like thefe are fo blended with, 
and form fo leading a feature in the hiftory of the time?, 
that one cannot be commemorated without the other, nor 
can any monument record the effect without diftinguUhing 
the caufe. But we (hould not ftop here ; the Duke of 
Marlborough received Blenheim from the Britifh nation, as 
a tribute of gratitude for his military fuccefs ; bnt as much 
.as liberty is more valuable than ceoqueft, fo are the fervke* 
#f a Grattan fuperior to Jhofe of a Marttmugh j and we 

truft 
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troft the charaftcriftic generofity of the Jrifh wHI'nof bc?»i 
fcrior to that of Britain, in proportion to her ability. The 
reward to the individual is united to the political encourage- 
ment held out to public virtue, and if a nation (hould err 
in its retribution for diftinguifhed fervices, its error ibouWF 
cve^be on the fide of liberality. 

Impreffed with thefe opinion*, we did intend to recom- 
mend it to your confideration, to apply in your capacity as 
freeholders to the Sheriffs of your refpeftivc counties, to 
convene public meetings, for the purpofe of tnftru£tia£ 
your Reprefentatiyes in Parliament, to confer an adequate* 
national reward on that truly deferring chara&er ; but find- 
ing the fubjeft was laft night mentioned in the Houfe of 
Commons by a very refpe&able Member, and is foon to be 
taken under Parliamentary confidetation, we have only tp 
exprefs our wifh, that every county in the kingdom may be 
convened to fan&ion, by their approbation, the conduit of 
*their Reprefentatives on this occafion, and evince, that it 
}s equally the defire of the people and the Legtflature. 

** While we felicitate you on the glorious profp^fts which 
now begin to open in- this country j while we view with 
wonder and exultation the tide of good fortune which pouf«* 
ed mat once upon the Irifh nation and the empire at large; 
we cannot but particularly intreat you not to relax your mili- 
tary difcipllne ; we have now a Conftitution as well as pro- 
.perty to defend againft the common enemy ; let us remen>- 
ber too, that there is a public fpirit and a high fenfe of 
honour annexed to the Volunteer Inftitution, which we 
have found the great fupport and incentive to national vir- 
tue ; and which, having already made corruption fink be- 
fore it, can alone prevent its riling again into exigence. 

" The late happy change in his Majefty's meafures and 
Minifters in Ireland, as well as Great Britain, feem$ the 
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harbinger of profperity and radiffplubleqniop to both king* 
docns ; and we truft, that gratified in all thofc particular* 
mentioned in the late addreffes <frf our Parliament, the peo- 
ple x>f this country will (as well as the Legiflature) allure his 
Majefty, that while England adheres to the principle manU 
fefted4n her. prcfent conduft, no cortftitutional queftioa 
between the twq nations will any longer exift, which can 
interrupt their harmony ; and that we will {hew our fitter 
kingdom and the world, that a government founded on the 
broad bafis of liberty, of purity, and public opinion, will 
ftand unfhaken upon the fupport of the nation, and rife fu- 
perior to all the, arts of corruption. Dublin, May 28, 1782* 

For XJlfter. For Connaugbt. 

« MERVYN ARCHDALL «< JOHN GEOGHEGAN 
** FRANCIS DOBBS « LEWIS FR. IRVINE 

« JOSEPH POLLOCK. « NEAL O'DONEL." 

The following addrefs to his Majefty was likeqrife agreed 
to : 

« To the KING'S mod Excellent Majefty, the humble Ad- 
drefs of the Volunteers of Ulfter. 

** Moft gracious Sovereign, 

" With the moft unfeigned attachment to your Majefty's 
perfon and family, we approach your throne. You are our 
true and lawful Sovereign \ and we truft that every aft of 
ours will evince, that we are your faithful and loyal fubjeds. 

" The addrefles of the IrifH Parliament having difclaimed 
any power or authority, of any fort whatfoever, in the Par- 
liament of Great Britain over this realm, we (hall confider an 
unqualified and unconditional repeal of the, ftatute of the 
fiath of George the Firft, by ^he JBritiih Parliament, made 

VoL» l». 8 < in 
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ih purfuancc of thfc faid addreffes, a complfcat Veriuiteiation 
of a principle hoftile to the' rights of Ireland, and of all the 
claims contained in the faid ftatute ; and as fuch we will 
accept it and deem it fatisia&ory. Thus united by the (acred 
bond of freedom, we requeft our gracious Sovereign" to af- 
ftire our fitter kingdonv that we will be' fliarers in her fete, 
ftandittg or falling with the Britifh empire. 

* «« We humbly beg Teavoto exprefs our gratitude. for the 
appointment of his Grace the Duke of Portland to the go- 
vernment of Ireland. Prevented by fituation from enjoying 
the prefence of our benevolent Sovereign, we rejoice in a 
Viceroy, whole character allures us that he will faithfully 
difcharge the duties of his ftation, ; * 

* The occonomy ajid retrenchment which your Majelty 
has 1 been gracroufly pleafed both to recommend and pra&ife, 
will, we humbly^ hope, be extended to Ireland. Should a 
more equal reprefentation of the people be alfo adopted, our 
profperity would be For ever feciired, and your Majefty's 
reign moft honourably diftinguifhed in the annals of mdn- 
kiad. 

« We rejoice iri the great and figtfal fuccefs'of your Ma- 
' jefty's arms : every enemy muft yield to. the efforts of a great, 
a l bjaye, a free, and an united people. Your Majefty's choice 
of thofe whom you haveentrnfted with the adminiftration of 
p»b lie .affairs gives us the moft heart-felt fatisfeftion j pub- 
lic confidence is revised ; and we doubt not but your Ma- 
jefty's crotfn and empire will fpeetfily be railed to the higheft 
pinnacle of human glory. 

" We have ever beheld with admiration you* Majefty's 
domeftic virtues. May your Majefty, and the; truly great 
and amiable partner of jour tbjftne, long, long live to blefs 
each other : may the offSpjirtg oi y0ur happy union reward 
your paternal fondnefs, by a difplay of every/grace and 

:very 
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every\virtue : and when, at length, the immutable law of 

iiatiire (hall demand that tribute, which even Kings, muft 

pay, may your mourning fubjefts with one voice lament, 

that the great, the benevolent father of his people is no 

more. * 

« WILLIAM IRVINE, Chairman. 

, «« JAMES DAWSON, Secretary/' 



The Sritijh Parliament now prdceeded to repeal the 
Ehgtifh ftatute of the 6th of Geo* ift. This aft, com- 
monly called the Declaratory AB y was entitled, " An Aft 
for the better fecuring the dependency of the kingdom of Ire- 
land upon the Crown of Great Britain," and paffed in the 
following words I 

« Whereas, the Hotife of Lords of Ireland hate erf late 4 , 
*' agaiqft law, affumed to themfelves a power and jurifdic- 
« ' tion to examine, correft and amend the judgments and 
u decrees of the Courts of Jufticc in the kirigdortr of Ire- 
*' land ; therefore, for the better fecuring of the dependency 
** of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain, may it plea{? 
*« your moft excellent Majefty, that It may be declared, and 
« be it declared by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by 
«**ffcf • with the advice and conferit of the Lords fpiritual 
« and temporal, and Commons in this prefent Parliament 
". afiembled, and by the authority of the fame : That the 
" faid kingdom of Ireland hath been, is, and of right ought 
1 u to be, fubordinate, and dependent} upon the Imperial 
" Crown of Great Britain, as being infeparab!* united and 
« annexed thereunto : and that the King's Majefty, by and 
"with the advice and content of the Lords fpiritual and 
" temporal, and Commons of Great-britam in parliament afr 
« fembled, had, hath, and of right ought f o have, full power 
" and authority to make laws and ftatutes of fufficieat fort? 
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•« and validity to bind the kingdom and people of Ire* 
••land. 

5 C , Ajadbe k ftKifecrdecUred-and enajfted by the authority 
«« aforefaid, that the Houfe of Lords of, Ireland have nor* 
"'fioroif right ought to have any jurifdiflion to judge of* 
" a&rm, or reverie any judgment, fentence or decree given? 
«* in any Court within the faid* kingdom 5 ahd that all pro- 
** ceedings before the faid Houfe of Lords upon any fuch. 
« judgment, fentence or decree are, and are hereby declared 
" to be utterly null and void to all intents and purpo&* 
«< whatfoever. w 

The ftatute by which this a& was repealled, runs thus t 
« Whereas an aft was paffed in the tfth'year of the reign of 
« his late Majefty King George the Firft, entitled^ An ASt 
"Jbr the better fecuring the dependency of the kingdom of Ireland 
"upon fhe Crown of Great Britain, may it pleafe 'your moft 
« excellent Majefty that it be enafted, and be it enafted by 
" .the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice 
" and ctnfent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
« Commons in thb prefent Parliament afiemWed, and by 
« the authority of the fame, that from and after the paffing 
«' *of this a&, the above-inemioned afl> and the feveral mot* 
" ters and things therein contained, ffeall be, and is awdaie 
u hereby repealed* 

It was the opinion of feveral men, of eminent abilities, fn 
the Parliament of Ireland, that this ftmpte reptal of the 
Declaratory Aft, did not efreftually renounce the claims of 
JGreat Britain, or fufficiently fecure our Legiflative Rights. 
*This point was warmly debated, but as the alledged mfu£> 
ficiency of that proceeding is now done away, we fbatt not 
enter into a detail of the arguments made ufe of on that 
Tubjeft : the reader may find them fully ftated in the Parlia- 
mentary Regtfler, Vol. L "We flwll, however, mention 
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Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



4bme circuiDftancW which immediately gave rife to ttit 
declaratory ftfrtuto, ajul Chew how far the principles of k 
were combated in this (cingdom, *t a more early period. 

In 1698, a moftunjuftifiable attack was jnade on the judW 
,$ial privilege of the Irifli Hpuie of Lords, by 4he following 
order of the tjqufc of Lqrds in England 5 

fifcMarfif, Z4&Majjj } 169*. 

< f Whereas a (petition and appesll .was offered -to the Houfe . 
.<m the 7th of January la(t f ,?f jthe<fociety of the governor 
,?nd afliftants of London, of the new plantation in Ulftec* 
in the kingdom of Ireland, againft a judgment given by the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal of Ireland in Parliament there 
^ffembled, on the 24th day of September h% .upon the peti- 
tion and appeal of William, Lord Bifhop of Derry, againft 
the decree or order ^nade in the faid caufeip the Court of 
Chancery there .: w£crem>oo a committee was appointed, to 
jconfider $f the prober 'method -of appealing from the decrees 
made in tbc £ourt of Chancery in Ireland,, an^ that pur fuaot 
to the order of the faid committee, and a letter Tent to the . 
Lords Juftke* of Ireland, by order pf .this Jrjoufe, fevecal 
precedents have been transmitted by $be Lords Juftices to 
ibis* Houfe, copies whjereof were cfdered to 'be delivered tp 
^either fide : after hearing oounfel upon 4he jpetuion of the 
Society of London^ presented ^o this ££$ufe the 20th of ApniJ. 
iaft, praying that, they might be «hea*dj as 4jo the jurifdi&itra 
<>f the Houfe of Lords in Ireland, in receiving #nd judging 
appeals from the Chancery there, as alfo counfcl for the 
JBilhop ofc Derry ; after doe eon^deration of the precedents, 
and of what was offered by counfel thereupon: ; ft is this d%y 
ordered, adjudged and declared 9 by the Lords fpiritual apd 
temporal in Parliament aflemhled, that the faid appeal by the 
Bifliop of Perry* to- the Hoate of Lords in Ireland, faoii the 
flqcrcc orofdc* qf ti^e Court of Chancery there made, in 
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the caufe whentin the faid Bithop of Derry was plaintiff, tod 
the faid foctety of the governors, and affiftants of London, 
of the new plantation in JJlfter, in Ireland, were defendants, 
, was coram nonjudice> and that all the proceedings thereupon 
aire null and void j and, that the Cottrf of Chancery in Ire- 
land ought to proceed in the faid caufe, as if no fuch appeal 
had been made to the Houfe of Lords there ; and if either 
of the faid part jes do find jthemfelves aggrieved by the faid 
decree or order of Chancery, they are at liberty to purfue 
their proper remedy by way of appeal to this Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Lord Chancellor do write to the Lcjrds 
Juftices of Ireland, and fend them this order. 

The Lords of Iceland prptefted againfl. this proceedings 
and afterwards on the 12th of Feb, 1703, they made the 
following order : 

Whereas upon hearing the complaint of the Right Hon* 
Edward, Earl of Meath, and Cecilia, Cotrnteis 6f Meath, 
his wife, exhibited to this Houfe on the i 9th of Gftober lafly 
it has appeared upon full piroqf, that they have been illegally 
difpdflefled of the lands of part of Rocheftown, -Corruta, 
' Loughloughery, Seating, &c. all lying and being in the 
bounty of Tipperary, the a&ual poffeffion whereof was given 
•them, purftanttoan order of this Houfe> dated the 129th of 
] Oftober' 1695 : We the Lorcls fpirittjar and temporal in 
parliament' afiembled, this 12th day of Feb* 1703, do order 1 , 
; ^quire/'atid command the" Sheriff of the feid county of 
Tipperary, for the time being, forthwith to put the faid 
< Earl and Countefs of Meath in the actual, quiet and peace- 
able ^uffeffionof all the aforefaid lands and premiffcs, as he 
-will anfw^r the contrary at his peril, • » . « 

From this'period until the year 17 17, we find the; Houfe 
pf Lords of Grea^t Britain did not attempt to interfere with 
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the rights and privileges of the Lords, and pcpple of this 
kingdom. ' ~ ' K 

But about the yea* 1 7 1 7, that Houfethought proper once 
more to endeavour the cftablifliment of their ufurped autho- 
rity, and accordingly entertained an appeal from Maurice 
AlHi^Oyt fcf^.againft a deciilon of the Lords of Ireland, re- 
y/erfed their decree, and ordered the Sheriff of the. county .of 
Jtildare to reftore to M[r. A^nqfley ,the pofleffion of certain 
glands, of which l\p had been difpoflefled by the order of the 
Iriih Lords. , 

And to enforce .this order, the Brhifh Lords had recourfe 
fo the authority .of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer 
Jiere, who ordered the Sheriff of ^ildarc to reftore Mr* 
Anneflcyto the pofleffion of his lands, acceding to -the order 
df the Lords of Great Britain. 

The Sheriff (Alexander Burrowes, Efq.) fpiritedly re- 
lufed obediepce to this illegal order =: the Barons endeavour- 
ed to enforce it by 4 the imposition of heavy fines ; where- 
upon he petitioned the Irifli Lords for rclief, # which having 
Jbeen referred to a committee of the Houfe, they, on the 
28th July, 1719, made the following report, and entered inte 
Jthe following resolutions and proceedings.* 

On Ae 17th of O&ober, 1719, th^ Houfe proceeded oa 
the order of the day, for reading tke representation to his 
Majefty of the proceedings of the Houfe. upon the petition 
,of Alexander Burrowes, Efq. in the caufe of Sherlock and 
Annefley. 

And the faid reprefentation was read, and agreed to by 
the Houfe, and 13 as fbHows, viz. ; 

S 4 " « To 
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, * ft tile Kings Mofi E*cHUnf Majefy. 

« The humble reprefentatio* of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament affembled, 

«• MoJI gramus Sovereign, 

« It is with the greatpft concern that we, your Majefty'* 
fi>oft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the Jjords fpiritual and tem- 
poral in Parliament aQembJed, do find ourfelyes under a ne* 
ceffity of making this pur tmmbfe representation to your 
Majefty. 

« It evidently appears, by many ancient records, and fun? 
dry a As of Parliament pafled in this kingdom, and particu* 
larly by one in the i ith of Queen hlizabeth, entitled, H Ail 
aft for attainder of Shane U'Nell, &c." that the Kings, with 
all the Princes and men of value of the land, did, of their 
Qwh good wills, *nd without any par or chivalry, fubmit 
themfelves to your Majefty ? $ royal anceftor, King Henry II. 
took oaths of fidelity to him, and became his liege fubjefts, 
who (as it is aflerted by the l?ord Chief Jufticc Coke and 
Others*) did ordain and (command, at the inftance of the 
Irifh, that f« fuch laws as he had in England, fliould be of 
force and obferved in Ireland. " By this agreement the peo- 
ple of Ireland obtained the benefit of the Englifh laws, and 
roahy -privileges, particularly that of having a diftinft Parlia- 
ment here, as in England, f and of having weighty and mo- 
mentous matters, relating to this kingdom, treated of, dit 
£tifled and determined in the faid Parliament. 

Thjs conceffion and compadt thus made, and afterwards, 
by fucceeding K'ngs, confirmed to the people of this landj 
in procefs of time, proved a great encouragement to many 
pf the Eneliih to come ever and fettle themfelves in Ireland, 
where thjpy were to enjoy the fame laws and liberties, and 

live 

u ' • 
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ftfe'iini** *% lite conAiiufion £ they hid formerly done 
in tbe kingdom-of England* •, which, through God's good 
providence, has proved a means of feturitfg this kingdom tt 
the Crown of Btfgtand, and w* truft will do To to alt fata*' 
rity. By this happy conftitution, and thefe privileges by tit 
for fomany years enjoyed, the Englilh ftibjfcffrof thinking* 
dom havebeeh enabled faithfully to difdiarge their duty tb 
the Crown of England, and vigorously fo'tfcemftfWty upo& 
all occafions, to aflert the rights thereof, againft all the re- 
bellions whith have been raifed by the Iriih enemies. Arid 
therefore, we, Jour Majfcfty* loval ftibjefts, do, with all fubi 
piiffion to your Majefty, inffi upon thefo, and hope 1 , 
through your J&Iajefty's gobdpefr, to have tfccm preferved 
inviolable. v *" * J '" ' "■' 

* • ' i ... 

. «f And we beg ltmfc to reprefent to your Ma^fty, that 
though the imperial crown of this realin was formerly info- 
parably annexed to the imperial crown of England, and * 
How to that of Great Britain, f yet this kingdom being of 
itfelt a di^inA dominion, anil no* part of th«f kingdom of 
England, none can determine concerning the affairs thereof 
nnle(s authorize^ thereto, by the known laws and cuftoma 
of this kingdom, or by the e&prcfs confent of the King4 

'• And as your royal anceftors have always enjoyed tb> 
right and power of determining all matters that related onl^ 
to this kingdom, by their royal authority, in their Partial 
menrs held here, fo we humbly hope your Majefty will 
always |ook on this right as a moft valuable jewel of yout 
crown, which none mould prefume to* touch without yooir 
JMajcfb's confent j and that* your Majefty will gracidurfy 
allow us to represent it, as an irivafion of your prerogative, 
and a grievance to your loyal fubje&s in this kingdom, thai 

• Pryj^oov^lnit p. 187* Anno 31 Ed. UL. 
1 4oao a Eli*, p. 214, c. 5. c. 7. p. «8. 

• v> ; J Coke, 4th loft. p. |*o. 
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any cottrt of judicature, Should take .upon. jthem. tp declare, 
that your Majefty cannot determine all contrAverfies between 
your fubjgfts of this kingdom, and. about matters relating 
wholly to th* frnig, .by: your royal authority^ in your Partial 
meat ftimmoned^o mejqt frejrc, or tbat^ your fubjects of Ire* 
l|od,appeaUpg t;o ypur Majefty in your Parliament in Ire- 
land^ in natters wholly relating to^fei? kingdom, do bring 
their caufe before an incompetent judicature. 

. . . . • ' •% 

*« "We Jiavc (may it pleafeyour facred Majeftv) endeavour* 

pi with our utmoft care^ fco ^nqujure injto the grounds of al£ 
inch Appeals pr femjwals of caufe^ from tjbis kingdom, as 
have at any time been made into England, jp^ are perfuad- 
ed that (uch ufages have been introduced by flow degrees, 
at firft the Judges here being to determine the caufes that 
came before them by the common laws' #f England, ind 
fometimes not knowing* well the ufages there, * applied to 
Henry III. ? their then King, for information, wIjlo gave 
them "an account what the common law and cuftom of Eng- 
land in like cafes was, and this undoubtedly by the advice 
of the Juftices of the King's Bench, who then wf r<e obliged 
to attend the £ ; ng wnefeve* he fhould be f ; a»d in pro*, 
eefe of time, when his fucceflbrs had. fettled the Court of 
Ring's Bench after another manner, and had forborne to fit 
there themfelves in perform, the application which formerly 
ufed to b e made to the King wfyo prefided in that Court, 
came of courfe to be brought before the Juftices of the Court, 
although the King was not there perfoually prefent. And 
this, as we conceive, gave rife to that ciiftom of removing 
£aufes, by writs of error, from the King's Bench in Ireland 
to the King's Bench in England ; but from hence to infer, 
that therefore appeals from the Parliament of Ireland may 
Jbe brought before the Houfe of Peers in England or Great 

Britain! 

■ . ; „ — r ",, , ' 
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Britaifc, ii a coi^fequcncc for which thetc appears ta be no 
manner of ground. . , 

•. ... : 

« As for the practice of appealing, from the High Court; of 
Chancery in Ireland to the I^ord^gf Great Britain, we ca% 
find but two precedents of fuch appeals before the late happy 
Revolution, one in 1670, and tljc other in 1679; arid we 
can accputt for them no Qtbcrwife than by obfervipg, that; 
they happened at a juncture whej* no opposition copld be 
give© tbjem froni this kingdojn, becaufe through the preva- 
lency of a Popi(h interest, no parliament had been held here 
for fpme years before, nor were we then jn any likelihood of 
paving any called here for many years to come \ nor can we 
#nd, that any like fubfequent appeals from that Court hav$ 
ftny other foundation tjw tfcpfe tyro pryegdents, 

« And' fuch appeals (though they had been of longer 
JVandingJ and better founded) yet were never fuppofed to 
preclude the King's Majefty frQm bif fight of giving redrefs 
to his fubjects of Ireland in his Parliament, when aflembled 
here, any more than, writs of error to the King's Bench in 
•England had hindered the like writs from being returnable 
in the Parliament here. 

u And accordingly when, by God's blefllng on the ta£e 

.happy Revolution, this kingdom came to have a Parliament, 
after twenty-fix years interrniffion, complaints were heard, 
writs of error and appeals were received, and proper orders 
were made thereon as formerly •, nor were they, as far 2$ 

% we can find, ever queftioned, or their validity doubted, till 
the year 1699, when two appeals from the Parliament here 
were carried before the Lords in England, though no plead- 
ings to the jurifdi&ion of the Parliament of Ireland had been 

^offered or mentioned by either party, on hearing the faid 

*caufe$here» 

"And 
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:. «f A«d> though the Palmer* of hn\zh£ico*\d*flk theft 
interpole, qr any way aflert their jurifdictuta*. became it was 
cot fitting) yet the Lords of England declared the faid caufes 
fo be ^rais* *#* judice;, atod without Hearing- the merits of 
Jfee caufos, reverfed the decrees that had been made here. 

" Upon which accafion, we cannot but obfejwe, that the 
Parliament of Ireland (as the conititution thereof has been 
for forae hundreds of 'yfcafs) being convened by the fame au^ 
thority and ifcritsi of fuftijxiotfs, and^ronffiting of like mcafr 
bersand diftinfl: Ijoufe* of Peer* and Commons, and the 
former having the fame affiftance and attendance from the 
Judges of the federal Courts and M afters of Chancery as in 
^England or Great Britain, /either fome record, acl: of Parlia- 
ment, or ancient ufage muft be ftieyrn, whereby to make* 
difference (which has never yet t>e£n attempted), or elfe* 
from our very conftitution it muft, as we conceive, appear, 
that whatever power of judicature is lodged in the Englifh 
or Britifti Parliament, with fefpe$ to that kingdom and its 
inferior Courts, the fame muft be allowed to be in the Par- 
liament of Ireland, with like refpeft to (he kingdom an4 
Courts thereof. And if it be looked upon as illegal for any 
inferior Court* in Great Britain to act indirect oppofitipn to f 
or contempt of the order* and decrees of the Houfc of Lords 
in Parliament there affenibled, the fajne muft alfo be con- 
cluded upon the like oppofition given, dr contempt fhewn. 
to fuch parliamentary orders and decrees, as are or (hail t$ 
fnade within this kingdom. 

'« And therefore, in the year 1703, when a Parliament of 
Ireland met on a complaint of Edward, Earl of Meatb, and 
Cecilia, Counrefs of Meath, his wife, letting forth, that dur- 
ing the interval of Parliament they had, by order of the 
Lords in England, been diipoflefled of the lands that had 
been here decreed them, th? faid Parliament unammoujly 
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Itftored the faid Earl and Counters to the lands they haci 
been To difpoffeffcd of, To effectually, that neither they nor 
their heirs bare been difturbed in thepofleffion of them. 

« 'And we may • very jiiftly conclude, from the ftrong refo* 
luttons in which the Parliament here did on that occafioti 
aflert their jurifdiftfon, that they would have proceeded ai 
effectually in vindicating the decree on the other appeal, if 
the removal of the Lord Bifhop of Derry, the appellant here; 
and a competition made by his fucceffor with the Iriifa fo- 
ciety of Londonderry, the appellants in England, had not 
prevented it. 

« After the time of thofe %wt> . appeals, ftvdral writs of 
error and appeals were brought into your Parliament in thip 
kingdom, and among them an appeal wherein Maurice An* 
nefley, Efq. was refpondent, which were determined, and 
the judgment given on them took efibft accordingly. But 
the fame Maurice Annefley being refpondent in an appeal 
brought lately from the Chancery of the Exchequer, before 
the Parliament of Ireland, by Hefter Sherlock, appellant, 
after having appeared to the jurifdiction here, appealed to 
the Lords of Great Britain, from a decree made here in 
juftice to the appellant Hefter Sherlock, and found fuch 
countenance there, as has given your loyal fubjecls juft reafoft 
to complain of much injury done both tbyonr Majefty*s pre- 
rogative and their privileges. N 

' v «« For it having (after a foil and fair hearing) been decreed 
in your Majefty's Parliament of Ireland, and accordingly or- 
dered^ that the appellant, Hefter Sherlock, fbould be put 
into ^offeffion of certain lands in the faid order named, 
until fte (hould receive thereout a certain fum of money to 
her decreed, to be due and chargeable on the faid lands j— »■ 
-And the laid decree and order having ac<o-dingly beeti 
obeyed, and pat in execution by the then High Sheriff of 

the 
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the county of Kildare, to whom the faid order was diredted ; 
and the faid Hefter Sherlock being accordingly in die a&ual 
poflcfflon of the faid lands, the- Lord phief Baron, together 
with the other Barons of your Majefty's Court of Exchequer 
in this kingdom, have taken upon them, in art illegal and 
unprecedented manner, to caufe the faid Hefter Sherlock to 
be difpofleffcd of the (aid lands, and to lay feveral great 
'fines upon the late High Sheriff of the faid county of Kil- 
dare, for refuting to give obedience unto the orders of them, 
' the faid Barons, in that cafe ifiued, although their faid or- 
ders were manifeftly contrary to thre laws, cuftoms, and an- 
cient ufages, of this your Majefty's kingdom, as wdl as to 
the above mentioned refolutions formerly made in the cafe 
of the late Earl of Meatb, and continuing upon record in the 
Journals of Parliament, of which refbhitions, as well as of 
the feveral refolutions and decrees in like manner made 
upon the appeal of the faid Hefter Sherlock, the faid Ba- 
rons had fuf&cient and timely notice before the ifluing ef 
any of their above-mentioned illegal orders, as in a report of 
this whole proceeding, novtf alfo entered in the Journals of 
Parliament (a copy whereof we herewith humbly lay before 
your Majefty) may more fully and at large appear. 

" Hereupon we humbly crave leave to reprefent unto your 
Majefty, that although appeals from the Courts of Equity in 
this kingdom to thcLords of England or Great Britain, are 
but a very late practice, (as we have already fet forth) *yet 
in all fuch cafes, it has been the conftant and received prac- 
tice here, that no copy of any order of the faid Lords was 
ever allowed, or demanded to be allowed, as authentic in' 
any fuch Court, except the fame were exprefsly djredted 
unto the Court which was to put the fame in execution, and 
proved by a witnefs viva wet, upon path, to be a true copy 
of the original order. Nor docs it appear, that any fuch 
Coqrt ever claimed, or pretended to any authority, tofup- 
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ply any defers fupjtofed at any time to.be in any fuch order,' 
or by virtue of. foch order in the lead to go beyond what 
exprefsly and in words was in fuch order contained. Ami 
yet fo it is, that although the only pretence of the faid Ba* 
robs for thefe their illegal proceedings, is grounded upon 
certain copies of orders, or pretended orders, from the Lords 
of Great Britain ; yet neither were the faid orders, or any of 
them, directed to the Court of Equity or Chancery-fide of 
the Exchequer, (where the caufe originally lay, and from 
whence the appeal was}' bbt only to the Lord Chief Baron 
and other Barons, which is the fttte of the common law-* 
fide thereof ; nor were the faid copies, or any of them, in 
manner aforefaid proved to agree with the original orders \ 
neither tore the names of any lands,- or fo much as of any 
County, inferted in the faid copies, or any of them. ^ And 
yet notwithftanding all ttiefe notorious defects and nullities 
of the faid pretended orders, the faid Barons have proceed- 
ed not only in their own names, to whom the faid pretended' 
orders werfc dire&ed, but alfo in the .names of the Chan- 
cellor and Treafurer of the Court of Exchequer, (to whom 
the faid ordcts were no way dire&ed) to iflue forth ieveral 
injunctions and orders, and therein, without any warrant for 
fo doing, to infert the names of lands, and of the county 
wherein they are fuppofed to lie, in order to difpo0efs the 
faid Hefter Sherlock ofJands whereof . (he had been put into 
poffeffion, as is herein above-mentioned. 

i " Ani that your Majefty may be yet more fully apprised 
of the arbitrarinefs as well as the illegality of the proceed- 
ings of the (aid Barons, we further, in all humble mapner,, 
by before ytur'Majefy, that whereas* amongft other rules 
of practice in all your Majefty *s Courts. throughout this your 
kingdom, by ancient law and cuftom eftablifhed, it is univer- 
sally received, that every order or other rule of Court ought 
to be made uppn the- motion of fome Counfel or Attorney, 

1 or 
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or other perfon by law or cuftom allowed to make foch anfc 
tion $ that no 4ojunAion or writ, ought to iffue out of any of 
your Majefty's- Courts, (except in the Crown's caufe) with* 
out the name of a She Clerk or Attorney, thereunto fub- 
faribed, who is to be accountable unto cvAry per ion, who 
through any undue practice of his, (hall be aggrieved by 
filch writ or injunction, and that po proceedings (kail be 
grounded upon any written affidavit, which is known to be 
either falfe or defeftive in any material point thereof, (ex* 
eept fiich deleft be firft fupplied or felfify expunged) the 
faid Barons in theie their proceedings, *ha«e a&ed in open, 
violation of thefe, as well as other rules, which bj the law" 
they ought to have obferved and ftrtftty kept to The Ba- 
rons having ordered an injunction to iflue for the dHpoflef- 
fing of the faid Hctfer Sherlock, without any motion? for, 
the fame made either by Counfci or Attorney, or by any* 
other perfon, except what was/offered in Court by; the faid 
Lord Crwef Baron himfdf* the (aid injundiion alfo having 
bo name of any Attorney thereunto affixed or fabfcribed *, 
and the affidavit of John Annefley (upon which, the faid, 
damns afterwards proceeded to fine the faid late High She-, 
riff) having federal notorious falfities in it, of which, tho* 
the faid Barons were publicly advertifed at the time when 
the' faid affidavit was read in open Court,- yet, they took on 
them to aft thereupon, without caufing the fame ,tQ be rec- 
tified, or the faid falfities to be expunged or altered. 

" And although the faid orders from the Lordsin Great 
Britain exprefsly required no more, but that 'Maurice an- 
nefiey ihould be reftored to the poffeffion of thole lands, o£ 
Which the faid Maurice was difpoffefied, pending the appeal 
before the faid Houie j yet the faid Barons in their faid iriw 
jarWfron, not only ordered poffeffion of certain iands by 
name, to be given to the laid Artnefleyy as isilrcady men* 
honed, but ailfo grounded this their iojuttftion apon aa 
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idBdavit, wherein it is not fo much as alledged that thefaid 
^Maurice was at all pofleffed or difpoffefied of any.lands what- 
vfpever pending the laid appeal. . 

," And whereas it Is the duty of the JJaronsof your Ma- 
lefty's Court of Exchequer. in thi& kingdom, and a part qf 
the oath by each of them taken <at their entrance upon their 
iaifi office, ** That where ^ey ifiay know any wrong or pre- 
judice to-be done to the Kiagr, j;hey fhall put and do all 
thc^diligej^e, that to redrefs. And if they may not do itj, 
(rthef flxall tell it to the King, or them of his Councillor to 
4hc King's Mayfly's Lieu-ten^at, or other Chief Governor or. 
Governors of this realm fqr the time ibeing." So far have 
*he faid Barons in the, prefect -cafe been from doing all their 
/diligence to tfedrefs the wreng or prejudice done to your Ma- 
jefty's prerogative, of finally determiniggia yoar Parliament 
hexa, matters relating wholly to this your kingdom, that 
f they feem to^ave afibed with great diligepce and zeal in dj- 
xe# opposition thereto,, .and tp fhave -taken foot meafures as 
r wiU, in eflfefl, cftahiyh a jurifdiftioft ftiperior to that which 
your Majefty undoubtedly, has in your H^lCourt of Pa^- 
Jiament in this .kingdom ; nor does it in the leaft appear, or 
As k*t #11 protended, that £he faid Barons, .o^any of theni,. 
during *he abopire-n^entioned proceedings, did^ver tell, or 
jnake, Jtnown the fatae, either to your Majefty's Lieutenant 
or other Chief governor or Governors, or to your Majefty's 
Privp Council, wlyy j£ they had been timely acquainted 
therewith, uwg^t Recording to their; duty) have made the 
fame known ta your Majefty, or otherwife have done what 
swras fttandprOBCr for the fuppqrtinc^your Majefty's royal 
yrerQgatiye, and defending the juft rights and privileges of 
this your Parliament and people. 

«« And here we beg leave to lay before your Maj efty fome 

*f the'many evft confecjuences which we apprehend muft 

'Vol; It ; : * " T •' ' "•' neccffarily 
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jKceflarily fojlow from fuch exorbitant practices f s tfrpfe, jf 
? timely and effecluaj flop be pot put to them* 

" It is the right and happinefs of the fubje&s of this king* 
dom, as well as thofe of Great Britain, that by their reflec- 
tive confthutievts, the administration of juftice is near at 
hand, and within the kingdom whereunto they belong. So 
that if any of your Majeftyfs liege people are at any time 

•wronged or oppreflfed in any of the courts of law or equity, 

they may, without great trouble or expence, have recburie 
to your Majefty, in your High Court of Parliament, where 
they may^flure therijfelves of fpeedy redrefs. But if this 
your Majefty's Higheft Court within this kingdom is de- 
prived of the power of finally determining the caufes which 
come before f hem, all fuch of your fobjeds as do not abound 

^in wealth, and thereby are not able t6 follow t^eir caufes, or 
bear the expence of them in Great Britain, will be-under a 
perpetual neceffity of fitting flown with the greateft wrong or 

-Oppreffion which at any time, under (he colour of juftice, or 
by the management of rich an4 potent adverfaries may be 

-laid upon them, which (considering the poverty that every 
where prevails throughout this kingdom) nuuV if not pre- 
vented in a fliort time, become a m'ojft grievous and intolera- 
ble evil. And your Majefty** royal prefleceflbr, Edward III. 
was Fo/cnfible of the hard (hips which his- loyal fubjects oil 
this kingd6m fufiered for want of having a means of rever*- 
fing erroneous judgments within this* kingdom, that by his 
Charter, dated Auguit 30th, in the 29th' year of his reigri t 
bn the complaint of his fubje&s of Ireland, ' "he command- 
ed all his judges and Minifters Before whom any proceflfcs 
Jhould be neld at the pVofecution of the parties aggrieved, 
to return the Rolls of the 'Records*, and procefles into the 
parliaments to be held in the kingdom <>f Ireland, and 
that the records and procefles (hould be recited aqd examin- 
ed, 3^4 tnc errors (if anyQxould be found in them) duly 
corrected, " ff fo 
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F It k, under God, the great fecurity of tire your Mi- 
$efty*s kingdom of Ireland, that by the laws and ftatutes 
thereof, the fame is annexed and united to the Imperial 
£rown of England, and declared to be depending upon, and 
for ever belonging to the fame * but if all judgments, de- 
crees, and determinations made in this your Msgefty's High 
Court, within this your kingdom, are fubjeft to be annulled 
j»nd reverted by the Lords in Great Britain, the liberties and 
properties of all jrour fubjefts of Ireland muft thereby be- 
come finally dependant on the Britfth Peers, to the great 
diminution of that dependence .which by law ye always 
•ught to Have immediately upon the Crown kfelf, 

Cf That your Majefty has, by the conftitution of this your 
fealm of Ireland, the full power of judging and determining 
all eaufes that belong to i( alone in Pleno Parliamento, is 
what no upan hithcrtp has ventured openly to dfinj or 
doubt ofc 

# But if in all cafe that relate ip this kingdom, the dc?- 
jpitr rejfbrt, (as fome of late have affefted to (peak) ought to 
be to the Houf'e of Lords in Great Britain, however this 
your Majeftyfs powejr upy ftill in words be acknowledged, 
€he force and effeft of k is in rptfitj taten away and wliollj 
^cfted in the Britifh Peers, ^ 

« And wp cannot btij obferys, with thp utmoft concern, 
lhat by this practice of the Peers of Great Britain, juft and 
unjuft caufes will meet with equal encouragement. For 
however rightly fuch caufes may be determined in Parlia^ 
jnent here, the decrees will be annulled and rcverfed by the 
Peers of Great Britain, without hearing or entering info 
the merits of the caufe, upon pretence that the proceedings 
yere c$ram nwjudke. 

tj, M Tat 



, *« The writs for fummoning the Lords spiritual andtem-. 
poral, and electing the Commons tp aflfemble in Parliament 
here, being the very fame with thofe in England or Great. 4 
Britain, as has been, before, obferved, either t\ie refpe&ive 
powers in each kingdom rauft ftill be the fajne, or clfe the. 
Peerage of this your Majefty's kingdom mu ft remain little 
more than an empty t title, and the Commons' thereof ftand 
for ever deprived of that moft valuable privilege of impeach- . 
ing in Parliament, which cannot poiJibly be maintained if 
tljere be rio fuch thing, as a parliamentary judicature within 
this realm \ and if the power of the judicature may % by s a vote, 
of the Britijf) Lords , be taken away from the Parliament of 
Ireland^ no reafon cdn be given why the fame may not, in lite 
tnannei'j deprive ^ of the benefit of <)ur whofe conf\tution* , 

■ « It is notorious, that the 'Lords oi Great Britain have 
jiot, in themfelves, either by law or cuftom, any way of 
puiting'the'r decrees in execution within this kingdom, of" 
which they have given rnoft undoubted evidence by their ' 
late, application to vour.Majefty,. to caufe fuch their decrees 
to be executed by an extraordinary interpolation of your 
royal power". And fliould yoyr Majefty think fit to jield to 
tfiis their defire, we humbly prefume to think it would 
highly affeft the liberty of ydtjr JMIajefty's loyal iubje&s of' 
this kingdom. '* •* ' ; • ' t • 

" Jn order to prevent, the appellant, Hefter Sherlock, 
above-mentioned, from making, any further application to 
your Parliament here, your Majefty's Deputy- receiver, John 
Pratt, Efq. thought into pay above 1800I. tothe faid Hefter 
Sherlock, which, on examination, he ailed ged to be his own 
money; aid that he made aV agreement with the faid 
H'fter, of himfelf,'' without any Order from any perfbn 
whatfoever j but that from forne conversation which he had 
with perfons of judgment, he thought Ee had reafon to' 
V,*. * : l ' "hops 
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fcope and expeft j that fince what he h*d done was for tju* 
public goo4* the Government would not permit hica to he. 
a fufferer. What particular, ground* the faid John Pratt 
had thus to hop* and expert,, has not as yet been made 
knctwotaus*- But if tech hopes and expeditions as thefe 
are from time to time to be fatisfied, we leave yoor Ma« 
jefty, in your royal wifdquit to judge what the evil confe* 
quences thereof *nay be. 

" And we farther humbly rCpfefcnt to jour Majefty, that 
thefe proceedings of the Lords of England have greatly em- 
barraiTed your Parliament, and difquieted the generality of 
your moft loyal Proteftant jfubjec~ts of this yyur. kingdom, 
an^l mull, of neceflity, bring all {heriffs and ofRqcrs of juf*. 
tice under great hardships, by reafon of thje ciafliing of dif- 
ferent jurifdiclions* Nor can we but with ..gncf obferve, 
that whilft many of the Peers and Commons who fat in Par- 
liament were Papifts, their judicature was never questioned ; 
butofjate, fince only Protcftants are quKHfied'to'! Wve a 
(hare in the Legiflature, .their power, and the right Q&hdas* 
tng caufes in Parliament, hath been, .denied, to the great 
discouragement and weakening of the; Prof cftwitinteiJeftiil 

Ireland. 

; '?:>■ ..- *. • • >:•' ;r»"/-'-.' ••' •' *f -rrt:^ ?nr J 

. ■« AniJiaving^husiijiWbrmU; .hum'tUtf, laid ^before yottie 
Majefty your undoubted power and prerogative >within tb» 
your kingdom of Ireland, the immediate dependence of tho 
faibe upoW f&^ t Mij€^^6^ni l 'the , ^ty<^Mifia^ 
Has to hold Parliaments neie, ' as 'ft Great Britain; and or* 
finally determining therehrall matters that wholly hdlatelffr 
this realm,' together with the gresrt' ittdtiafehinfcftrs 'that df 
late have heen made nponiyoor Majeflfy's^rtrbgarive, and the? 
rights of this- your Parliament, and thenlegil uh^ecedertted* 
proceedings of the Lord Chief Baron; and' the' other Barons 
fctf youVMajefty's Court of Exchequer," whereby they have 
endeavoured to fupporr thoft encroachments 5 with the eviP 
♦ ' ' — T 3 confequences 
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eohfcquencteof fuchpfroceediiig*, in cafe that a fpeafy *&4 
effectual ftoj> be not thereunto put. Wc irioft huitfWy hope/ 
that! all thefe things being duty coAftdereii and weighed witK 
yeu* Majefty's tribal *ifdoih, will abundantly 'fixOfy ** '* 
thtf methods we have taken, as well for the fupporting of 
yotfr Majeftjfs royal prerogative, as tbfe prefer vatioft of the 
juft rights and liberties of outfeWes arid our*feftpw4iibjccTsy 
as the fame are fet forth in the fevetfal /efolutioh* tf e hav* 
come to, (a copy whereof we have hereunto annexed) with 
all htrmility aflafing ytfur Majfcfty, that no difficulties which 
+6 may be laid under, (hall hinder lis from giving the utmofls 
ditpatch to alf ydur Majefty's affairs^ or from raoff chear- 
fully demonftrating that loyalty and affeftion to your Ma^ 
Jefty's perfon, and attachment to your intereft, which be- " 
cotifres your Majefty's dutiful and obedient fubjefts, whereojf 
we again, from bur heart*, make aft humble' fender to yotktf 
moft facred Majefty, 

"Refolved, That a committee be appointed to draw uf* 
an\humble addrefs to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, t<* 
defirehis Grace to lay the fitid reprefentation before hi* 
Majefty* in the beft and moft cfieftual rfranncr/' 

Great Britain finding her authority thus contefted* pafle 4 
the declaraf 017 ftatute before mentioned, to put her clahni 
out of difpute : — fach was the origin of that aft. 
* * •*. J*i .* * • 

We return now. to 1 the Parliamentary proceedings in this 
kingdom in 1782. A bill was introduced by Mr* Eden ad 
t^e ,27th of February for eftaMiflung a National Bank. Thir 
met with fomc opposition* but the meafure was carried, and 
the Bank opened the yea* following. By this aft ( 2 1 and %% 
Creo. 3. e~i6) .the bank was eftabliihed by tfie twmp of-~ 
* The Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland* :The 
fiibfcribers to it w#re to pay in £.609,000 either in cafln or 
debentures, # 4 per cent, wfyich were to be fallen at pa? y and 

considered 
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totfdered as money* this fum was to be the capital ftoch 
*f the bank, and the debentures to that amount, when re- 
ceived, were to be cancelled by the Vice-Trcafurers. For 
thefe an annuity of £.24,000 was to be paid to the company, 
b«?M>g equal to the intereft payable upon thefe debentures 1 — 
faid ftock to be redeemable at any time, Upon twelve months 
notice, after the 1 ft January, 1794. Ireland obtained like* 
wife an important acquifition, by a bill " for beiter fecuring 
the liberty of thefubjeH^ otherwife called the Habeas Corpitf 
aft, fimilar to that formerly paffed in £ngland % $ and juftiy 
considered as the great bulwark of perfonal freedom* — 
Heads of a bill were likewife prefented for fecuring the free- 
dom of Parliament by limiting the number of Placemen an J 
Ptqfioners to fit in the Houfe of Commons, but this attempt 
proved qnfuccefsfuL 

It has been already oWehted, that the Ronrtart Catholic* 
of Ireland, had experienced in many inftancqs the Indulgent 
attention of the Legiflature ; but as they ftill continued 
under certain reftri&ions, which were confidered by many to 
have been then impolitic and illiberal, it was thought advif- 
able to eitend the privileges that had" bectr granted them* 
and amongft other particulars, to enable them to purchaft 
or acquire eftates in fee. For this purpofe a bill was intro* 
ducedthis Sefflon by the late Lord Mountjoy (then Luke 
Gardiner, Efq.) " for the further relief of his Majeft/s fob* 
jefts of Ireland profeffing the Roman Catholic religion/'— * 
As this was an interefting fabjeft, which engaged the atten* 
•tionof all parties, and received a very full difcuffion in Par- 
liament, we (hall ftate feme of the principal arguments that 
were advanced on eacfc fide of the contefted queftidn, 

Mr. Gardiner obferved that as the penal laws then flood, 
it was impoffiblefor any fean who had not the ftatute-book 
hj rate, to know exaff/y what difqualifications Catholics la* 

T 4 • bCHired 
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bottrcd'under"; he therefore wHhed t6 have this Jingle 1 fa&& 
lative to ihemj that their rights arid their incapacities beings 
exa&ly defined therein, they might upon every decauon re- 
fort to it for the government of their conduit It had beew 
faid thatPapifts were fafe from penal Iatas, fo long as thr 
generous and mfcroifur difpofition of their countrymen' dif- 
dainedto put them into execution ; but* he faid,; ho lata* 
ought, to remain on the ftatute-book which was not executed* 
— if it was tdi bad to be executed, it ought to be expunged. He 
divided the indulgence wbidh he thought ought* to be grant- 
ed to Roman Catholics, into five heads; the firft'rcfpeAkigt 
their enjhymettt 1 of 'property. * r the second, the fret - exercife of 
religion -, the third regarded their education y the fourth, 
marriage ; and- the fifth, filf-defenetJ He then proceeded 
to confidtr the claufes empowering Roman Cacfcolics t<> 
' iake y purthafe, and enjoy. To this it was propofed by other 
Members to add, " to have, bold> and inherit eftates in fee*' 
fimple, except advowibns, and lands to: which a right of 
making fenefchals was annexed, or any burgage o* horough- 
fightj by which Members might be returned'. to ferve ii* 
Parliament.'^ In order, however, to- get rid rf tfee bill 
without farther proceeding, it was fuggefted that it ought 
to be poftponed 'till the; 23d of Oitober i?88^Ws occa- 
sioned a reply from Mr.' Wak/lit? who feid; V An' Hon* 
Member has moved you, that the cbnfideration of the heads 
©fa bill on your tahfeyfbr the rehef of the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, be poftpondd until the 2 3d of October 178*." — 
This motion is clearly intended at once to do avtey tb* 
riifofc, which ba> been propofed to you by \* Right Hon, 
Member, .(Mr. Gardiner) that of permitting Roman Ca- 
tholics to purchase the fee of lands. -\ The Hon, Member 
who made the motion, has very canfjictyyj faid, that the in- 
i^r^iqn of his motion was to frustrate tbe.greaf objeft of the 
ibiil ; he has very decidedly declared himfelf an enemy to 
• the-prineiple of the bill itfclf > fo-4ba*4-4hiak I awnowir*c 
to meet the Hon. Member on thatgriteWf 

The 
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'foe tab]t& Aow before' the commifti^ is, in my opinion? 
of tlie firft magiritfltfe } if is a fubjeft 8( thfe very laft import* 
ance to this coifntry, and merits' a very ferrous difcuffion in- 
deed. 'The queftion now is, 1 whether Ireland ftiall'ffaod as/ 
powerful, as a refpe&aWe, and as a flourishing kingdom "hif 
the ey& of r all the world •; or whether we ftiall' eonthmtf iif 
bur prefent impotent and impoverished fituatiori* ; difiraifietf 
and divided among ourfelves, with at leaft two' millions o£ 
diir' countrymen and lellow-firbjec'b living in a flface of &A& 
Ihtc vafl&lagei incapacitated fronrekh«r ferving* themTdmy 
or from ferving thdr country. "•"*' : ^ « : I •'- 

TA^bili on your table is for the relief "of his MajeftyV 

Roman Catholic fobjefts /of Ireland. , I think I may thea 

fey, with prppriety, that it is a bill. for the relief. of at .leaft 

iwp t £tillipns of our, country men, loyal* to the conftitution^ 

wA k>ya) tCK the prince. They have proved theoifelves fuch 

on. fome very try ing and recent occasions. For I will not gp 

back to Magna Ckarta to eo quire, what religion the barons 

wj^re of, who won that great charter of our liberties — thole 

barons who won that eonftkution which is at once the envy 

and admiration of the world — let ft be for the gentlemen 

who oppofe- the bill to fey, that tbay^rtf not Roman Ca- 

iholicsv t cannot conceive tfpon wfeat principle of found pcufc 

Key, or tiport what fceftof tonlVitutional liberty, the prefeni 

ircadsbf'a'bUlcan ^Mify1ie*ppcftri. ; > • > 

• • ' • ' »■•«'* -» X h«*' J * • -t ;...: 

Thefe heads of 3 $11 tend $0 a repeal of the Popery-laws, 

of this kingdom; a code of laws, I am bold to fay, the moft 

fanguinary, the moft perfecuting that ever appeared in the 

ftatore-books of aiy &ec caunhry j a code of laws, the very 

exigence of*which«t this day is, in myrdpimon, a'reproaclrt* 

the good fenfe of Parliament. .'.,{-•- 

TheJJ: beads of a bill look* to this, great objeft— that of 
uniting in cor dial, affection, and in interest, ail clafles and all 
denominations of men in this country. This*bitf willies that 

evejp 
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every individual in this kingdom (hould be interefted i*if* 
profperity. This bill wifhes that every man may have fome 
property on board the fori, and that no mad may ftand an* 
indifferent fpeftator, Whether (he finks or fwims. This bjlt 
has for its objedy the bringing into a&ien, nay, I may fzf 
into life, two millions' 6f men, who, in fa&> have been dead 
to focicty, who have been an abfolute burden, and a clog on 
the induftry of their native country. . But above all, thefe 
bawls of a bill look to this great and truly patriotic objeft— 
that of making us tptepk-** great, a powerful people— -by 
uniting the fons of Ireland in one common intereft, and in 
one common caufe for her profperity. — It is an eftablifhedt 
maxim, that the riches and eorifequen&of a country confift 
fa the number of fts inhabitants. And yet I am firry to fay,' 
that Ireland at this day, proves the truifift of the maxim, by* 
fceing an exception to.tKe fiilei for the Rcfman Cartfoltetf 
of Ireland, in number about two millions, fo far from adding 
either to the riches, or to the confequence of this country, 
are a burden and a dead weight oh its induftry, arid muft 
inevitably continue io, fo long as the Popery-laws remain) 
unrepealed/ * 

Ireland, from if* fixation, ibopld be a$ flourifhing and as 
fcappy a country u any under the fiinv Ireland is fnrrounded 
fey fruitful coajfts— ike poficfies the ftfoft harbours — Ihff 
enjoys a temperate climafe, and & bljcficd in {hd fertility of 
her foil— and yet Ireland U, at this day, as far behind other* 
nations, as to arts and induftry, as fhe* is beyond them} ire. 
point of natural advantages* 

It may be afked, why Ireland* witffc all thefe natural aJkwr* 
4ag**r Arnold be for hr behind other nations in arts and induf- 
try ? — The anfwer is obvious— tbt P9ptryhlonvs arfjlillotiyit . 
Thoe laws which render torpid and ufelefs to this country, 
Pmo m lR*u of its inhabitants.— ^The wealth of a Country muft 
ever be in proportion to the Jkilt and induftry of its inhabi- 
tants 
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hmtf * The fore way to make men induftrwusUio let themf 

**H tiye f™ its tf their ** iu ft r y- As in^iftnr «K»ares, »™*u- . 

faftures muft ncceffarily flourifli % therefore, the great objeft 
of the legiflaturc would be to excite induftry by employing 
the people; not to continue law» wftiob fender the bulk of 

t6e people a burden to the ftate* 

> 

•the ODvious interefi of Ireland, at this hottf, is to grant tfc 
religious dH&liters, their civil privileges, which may annex 
them to the dvil government $ not to continue, persecuting, 
laws which muft neceftarily eftrange them from it. 1 wottld 
not be underftood to fay, that the Popery-laws, whetf made, 
were not neceftary to the protection of ks civil conftitution v 
but this I will fay, that the motives which then induced the 
neceffity of thole laws, have long Cnce ceafed to exift. Thefe 
laws have outlived their time, and, in my opinion, a longer 
continuation of them, cirfttmftanced as this country now 
particularly ftands, muft be its inevitable ruin* 

It will not be denied, I believe* that the condu& of the 
Roman Catholics of this country, for a feries of years, has 
been thaM>f obedience to the laws, and attachment to the 
eftritliihed government. Why then continue unncceflarily 
thofe penal laws, which abfolutely involve two thirds of otur 
t fellow fubjje&s— which deprive them of the rights of men* 
%nd cut them off from any benefit of a free conftitution? 
Can any laws be more unwife than thofe which reftrain the 
Roman Catholics, not from evil, but abfolutely from doing 
good — laws which abfolutely prohibit induftry, by tying up 
the bands of two millions of men from co-operating with the 
public in the public fervice i 

I will fuppofe, merely for argument, that the Roman 
Catholics are not fo well attached to us from prinejpjc as 
could be wifhed, Will any gentleman then fay, tbat.a conti- 
nuation of thofe Popery-laws will be a pi obaUp mode, Oi wkj- 

ning 
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ring Xht affe&ionsj or enfuring the attachments of this tilt* 
fortunate ilafs of people— unfortunate indeed,, when doomed 
to vaflalage fa a country el/rtedom^ and treated as aliens id 
their native land ? 

The wifeft man who, I believe, has ever written dn the 
fubjeft of legiflatton, (I mean Baron Monteiquieu) treating 
of the vefy fubjedl now before us-^that of penal 1* ws as ta 
religion-— fays, that penal laws as to religion, have never 
produced any other effeft, than that of making the Qbjetts 
ef them more perfevermg : Says he, " The fure way to win 
die zealots in any religion is, to court them by favours— by 
fK'e conveniences of life— by hopes of fortune. It is an efta- 
bliflied rule as to the changing of religion, that the invitatk 
ons to the change muft ever be more ftrong than the penal- 
ties*' 

• Have not the -very law* wfc are Haw difcufflng proved th$ 
wifdom of his judgment ? Can it be ^prefumed that theft Po* 
pcry-laws (if unrepealed) can produce, other, or more faluta- 
ty effs&s for the time to come, than they have produced for 
ftear a century paft—- that of mifery to individuals > and impoten* 
ty to the ftatel 

. Since then the iron hand of penal law has proved ineffeC* 
tual, why not endeavour to wed the Roman Catholic to us 
frpm motives pf felf-intercft. The happifiofsof every ftate 
depend* -upon the comm$n -wtefefl of the.&bjeft, «ot on uni- 
ibrmity:.of opinion as to this or -that religion. If Roman 
Catholics are permitted to purchafe Urads, they innft necet- 
far ily beconte fincere ifupportersofthe eftaWiflicdi'govern- 
ment. They then become wedded to it by the ftrongeft of ati 
ties — that offelf-intere/t. — The fecurity of fclf- inter eft is the 
flfpjftrt df-3v*fy government.' Will it be argued, that the? 
grdafatelke ftakea man Ha**tb lofe by the fubverfion of that 
-govetiknent under which he lives, the more he isr'tb be fiirfr 
^ft&a>4h enemy toitf Or that thd left a mag is ihterefted 
;; .hi ' i B 
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in the welfare of the ftate, the more he is to be confided in f 
(Surely this is too abfurd a doftrine to be entertained for an 
inftant. A Roman Catholic, by purchafing lands, enters 
into fecurity for his good conduct He (if J may ufe the ex-» 
preflion) enters into a kind of recognifance for his Joyalty tQ ; 
the ftate. , 

By permitting Roman Catholics tp purehafe, you annex 
their loyalty tQ the foil ; by that means it becomes ftable 
and permanent \ whereas, at prefent the property of Rpmaa 
Catholics is totally perfonal ; it is a kind of fugitive property, 
lyhich may almoft inftantly be transferred from one country 
to another. If found policy and good fenfe have not hereto- 
fore told us to repeal thpfe laws, the prefent times, the very 
critical fituation of the Britifti empire, furnifh a decifiverea- 
Sfpn for repealing them at this <jay. England has wifely re? 
' pealed her Popery-laws. 

. Iri this liberal and enlightened age, when almoft aUthe 
powers of Europe have refigned religious policy to public 
jntereft — when toleration, the darling child of benevolence* 
and of wifdom, has beep adopted in the place of perfecution, 
that dreary offspring of blind prejudice and hoary bigotry— r 
whenreafon has re-affumed her tlirone — fhail Ireland alone 
continue enveloped under that dark cloud of deep-rooted 
prejudice and bafelefs apprehenfion ? Shall fhe alone be 
blind to her own intereft, while all Europe hang out a lure 
\6 the Roman Catholics of this country to emigrate — to de.- 
populate their native land ? — Shall we fit dormant and inac- 
tive, while the remedy is within our reach ? — There-is no 
man who will voluntarily banifh himfelf from his native 
country. Every man who has the feelings of man, mud? h*v$ 
a natural affection for that country which gave him birth/ 
No;hjng but cruelty and oppreffion can oblige him to part it 
—he js wedded td it1)j every tie of affection* byevery tie of 

connexion. 

i; •:--.'.. ...- i Bat' 

V 
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But if the prefent heads of a bill fhall be rejected, can a^r 
man hefitate to fay, that every Roman Catholic in the coun- 
try, who has the (VnaHeft portion of property* that every 
Roman Catholic who pofleflis the fpirfc of a mari, and who 
does not prefer vaffalage and flaycry to liberty and freedom! 
%ill not immediately tranfport himfclf, his family, and his 
property, to another country; intp a country where he may J 
participate of the Weffings of a fjree coijfttyitiop, arid enjoy 
the rights of a freeman ? --*....»..•■ j ,. 

Mr. Flood faid, that he always wiflied to embofom the Ro* 
man Cathclics in the body of the. flat e — yet without courting 
praife on. one hand, or fearing cenfure on the other, he wouldj 
fp- afeing ricgle&ful of both, deliver his opinion on this great 
ftrbjeA, and 1 hoped it would be received with the fame' can- 
dour it was given. About five years ago, faid he, a law wa$ 
faffed, granting the Roman Catholics' infinitely more than is 
npw propofed ; the day was celebrated with rejoicing, and # 
was thought we hjd reconciled every party — I an> now forrj 
tg hear gentlemen fpeat as if nothing h^d bpen done for 
them. The Right ]Hon. Gentlcrpan who prepared the bill 
npw before us, well knows that I did object to that indifcri- 
minute f laufe— one reafon was, that while you were endea- 
vpuring tp conciliate {bat ejlhnahle and Moved body of men, you 
teemed tp hide your bounties, and to (hew only the feverity 
of the laws. In the former laws, leafes for years were 
granted to them upon the avowed principle of restraining 
them from any influence in elections. This law then goes 
beyond toleration—it gives them a power, and tends to make 
ft change in t£e ftate. I have a great refpeft for the Roman 
Catholics, and though I will not condemn, yet \ will not 
wholly approve their conduA. Ninety years ago the quef- 
tlpn was, whether Popery and arbitrary power fhould be efta- 
biifhed in the perfon of King James, or freedom and the 
Proteftant religion in the perfon of King William— four 
fifths of the inhabitants qf Ireland ft&ettd to the caufe o< 
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ftfng James ; they were defeated, and I rejoice in their de- 
feat. The laws that followed this event were not laws of 
.persecution, bpt pf political neceflity — and are you now pre- 
pared Car a ncgr government ? Can you poffibly fuppofc, 
'though the Roman Catholics prefer you to every other 
people, that they will prefer you to themfclves ? — What then 
is the confequence, if you give them equal power with the 
•Proteftants ? Can a Protcftant conftitution furvive ? Yet 
jhoald the majority of this pation attempt to alter the con- 
ftitutipn, I firmly believe they would be repelled by the mino- 
rityi and th<en a totaj convulfion miift fp}low, 

. It is neccfiary when you are granting Roman Catholic in- 
dulgence, that you Ihould fliftinguifh between the rights of 
property and the rights of power ; while a man is engaged in 
acquiring property he is in a habit of induftry, and when 
Required, it tits him to the ftate. JJijt with great refpeft to 
my Right Hon. Friend, I think the cjueftion of religious tole- 
ration fhould have been Drought on firf):, becaufe £ am cer- 
tain it would not have met with 'a Angle diflenting voice, 
and it wotfld have been a glorious opportunity of (hewing 
the liberality pf a protcftant parliament, but though we wifli 
to extend toleration to Roman Catholics, we do bot wifh to 
fhake the gqverpjment ; we '(hould allow them to purchafe 
lands, but we fhould carefully guard againft their poflcffiug 
any powqr iij the ftate. Therefore, fpr the benefit of all, 
and that we may not deftroy t^e balance of the ftate (for I 
am fure no fcnfible Roman Catholic wifhes to unhinge the 
ftate) let us grant them full fecurity in matters of property, 
j>ut prevent their interference in matters of ftate. As to 
what'bas been faid of the indulgence granted to Proteftants 
in other cbuntries, I muft obferve, that nothing can be more 
fpifchievous than for. one ftate, or one individual, to follow 
exa&ly the example of another. Difference of circum- 
ftance* (hould produce different modes' of a&ion. The Em- 
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pcror of Germany is himfelf the fole lcgiflatar of the flare— 
hc is himfelf a Catholic— nor do the Proteftants in his domi- 
nions bear the proportion of more than one in an hundred tp 
jbis Popilh fubjefls. Befides, .the Proteftanfs in every country 
acknowledge the fovereign as head of the church, "whereas 
Catholics look to a .foreign jurifdi&ion in inatters ecclefi- 
aftical. 

Mr. Grattan. — I otjjeft to any delay whksh c^n be given ti» 
ihisclaufe; we have already confidered the fubjccY on ji 
Jarger feale, and itliis is but a part of what *he cfaufe origi- 
nally contained. We have before us the example of Eng- 
land, who four years ago granted Catholics a right of taking 
land in fee ; the queftion is' merely whether wevfiiall give this 
right or not, and if we give k, whether it (hall be accompa- 
nied by all its natural advantages. Three years 'ago when 
this .queftion was debated in this Houfe, there was a majority 
of three againUr granting Catholics eftates m fee, and they 
iwere only allowed to take leafes 0^999 years; the argument 
thenufed againft granting them the fee, was that they might 
influence elections. It has this day been (hewn that they may 
have as effectual an influence by po^e^Hng leafes of 99ft 
years, as they can have by poffefling the fee ; at that time, t 
<io declare, I was fomewhat prejudiced againft granting Ro- 
n^n Catholics eftates in fee, but their conduct fince that pe- 
Vipd has fully convinced me of their true attachment to this 
^country. When this country had refolved no longer to 
crouch beneath the burden of opp^efljon 'that England had 
laid upon her — when fhe armed in defence of her rights, and 
a high fpirited people demanded a free trade, did the 
Roman Catholics defert their counjtrymen ? No— they wer* 
found amongft the Foremoft. When it was afterwards 
thought neceffary to aflert a free conftitution, the Roman 
Catholics difplayed their public virtue 5 they did riot endea- 
vour to take advantage of ybur'fitiiatfon— they did noten- 
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deleter tcf make terns for tbemfettcv-taft tktf tnitiei. 
frankly and heartily into the taufe of th^t eutftiff y j judging 
by thteirf own virtue that they might depend upon your gene- 
rality for tbeir reward. But A&w after you have obtained a 
free trader-after the voice of the nation has afferted her inde- 
pendence,' they approach this Honfe as humble firppKants* 
and beg to be admitted to the common rights of nten. Upon 
the occasion* I have mentioned, I did carefully obfcrve their 
a&iotss, and did then determine to fnpport their caufe when- 
ever it came before this Houfe ; and to bear a ftfong tefti- 
mony of the constitutional principles of the Catholic body. 
Nor (hould it be mentioned as a reproach to them that /they 
fought under the banner of King James, when we recollect 
that before they entered the field, they extorted from him a 
Magna Charta, a Britilh constitution. 

In the reign of Charles H. a committee, confining of 
l>a^!ts,"Proteftants, " and Presbyterians, were fent from this 
country to profecute Lord Strafford, we find them perfe&ly 
agreeing in the objett of their minion ; and indeed when men 
begin to differ upon principles of religibn, it is becaufe they 
have no other great objeft to engage their attention ; we can- 
not give the people of Ireland a common faith, but we can give; 
thein a common intertft. 

In 1 7 79, when the fleets of Bourbon hovered on our coafts, 
and the lrHh nation roufed herfelf to arms, did the Roman 
Catholics ftand aloof? or did they, as might be expe&ed from 
their opprefled fituation, offer affiftance to the enemy ? — 
No — they poured in fubferiptions for the fervice of their 
country, or they preffed into the ranks of her glorious 
Volunteers. 

It has been fhewn that this claufe grants the Roman Ca- 
tholics no new power in the date j every argument therefore 
Which goes againft this claufe, goes again ft their having leafes 
Vol.L U for 
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fo*9!)9 j atii^cvcty argument which goes agalnft their tav-' 
jng leafes of 999 years, goes againft their having any kafes 
at all — and^ every argument which goes againft their A*vwr£ 
property goes' againft their having exigence in this fond. 

The queftion is now, whether we ihftll gramt RotnanC*- 
fholics a power of enjoying eftates, or whether we fcali be m 
.Protcftant fettltment or air Ir»h k*tjon I Whether we will' 
throw open the gates of the temple of Liberty to all our 
countrymen, or whether we will confine them in bondage by/ 
penal laws I So long as the penal code remains, we never 
can be a great nation ; the penal code is the &ell in which 
the Protcftant power has been hatched, and now it is become 
t bird, it x&ufi burft the (bell afender, or peri(h ia k. 

In Holland, where the number of Roman Catholics is com-* 
^p^ratiyely fmall, the toleration of their religion is an a& of 
mercy to them; bat in this country, where they form the 
great bulk of the inhabitants, it is an aft of poiicy— an aft of 
neceiEty— an aft of incorporation. The queftion is not, 
whether we (hall fl*ew mercy to* the Roman Catholics, but 
whether we (hall mould the inhabitants of Ireland into a 
People \ for fo long as we exclude Catholics from natural 
liberty and the common rights of men, we are not a people * 
wmay triumph over them^ but other nations will triumph over 
vs.. If you love the Roman Catholic, you may befure of a 
return from him $ but if you treat htm with cruelty, youmuft 
always live in fear, confeious that you merit his juft refent- 
ment : Will you then go down the ftrcam of time, the Ro- 
man Catholic fitting by your fide unbleffing and unblefled, 
Wafting and bfafted ? Or will you take off his chain, that he 
may take off* yours ? Will you give him freedom, that he may 
guard your liberty ? 

In Ireland, as connected with England, the indulgence wt 
wifh to give to Catholics can never be injurious to the Pro- 
tcftant 
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Heftant religion ; that religion is the religion of the ftate, and 
will become the religion of Catholics, if ftverity does not 
prevent them. Bigotry ntajfutvvoe petfecution, but it never can 
furvive toleration. But gentlemen who fpeak of the enormi- 
ties committed by Catholics gtoanirig under a fyftem of penal 
laws, do not take into account the enlightening and the fof* 
tenihg of mens' mind* by toleration, nor do they confide* 
that as they intreafe in wealth* they will increafe in learning 
and politentfs. 

I give my confent to the claufe in its principle, E*Tfc*nv 
and boldness — I give my confent to it, a* the itioft likely 
jnerfns of obtaining & viftory over the prejudices if Gatholictt 
and over our tnvn—1 give my confent to ity beeaufe I would 
not keep two millions of my fellow fubjdfts in a ftate of Ha-; 
very; aridbetaufe as the mover of the Declaration or 
Rights, I (hould be afhamed of giving Freedom to but fix 
hundred thoufand of my countrymen* when I coukl extejid 
it to two millions more/ 

The committee on this bill proceeded to confider farther^ 
the- claufe granting Roman Catholics a power of having fee 
fimple eftateS; 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe fupported the claufe, becaufe he ob- 
ierved, it was plain, fimpk % and eafily nnderftood. We' 
have fhewn how readily Roman GathoKes, poflefied of leafes 
for 999 years* may* by coUufion, acquire the fee ? the quet* 
tton, therefore* ceafes to be a queftion of policy, whether you 
* will make them a liberal grant of property, and allow them 
to poflefs legally and openly what they may acquire in a clan- 
deftine manner. Gentlemen will atfo confide^ that by al- 
lowing Catholics to poflefs the fee of lands, they for ever 
bar the claim of- old proprietors, and intereft every Catholic 
who enjoys fiich pofieffion in die fitpportjof the eftabliflted 

V a government' 
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gdvernmefit. A gentleman fay*, he wifhes to give Catholic 
property, bat would reftrain tiifcm from having power, Ifift* 
they fhould influence elefiiens :• For my part, I tatfcrtfeh* 
little apprehfcnBon from their having any power in elections* 
the infldentre arifing from lahded property is the only influ- 
ence thit catr ever be injurious to the country. But the fame 
perfon feys, that few Roman Catholics fet their lands to Pro- 
teftaht tenants; if fo, then they can have no freeholders onV 
their eftates — I leave, therefore, the ineonfiftenfcy of tbdfe 
two arguments toanfwer each other. 

Mr. Ffood.—l am as much a friend' to the principfe of the 
bill as any Gentleman in this Hoofe, and if anything ha* 
occurred to me capable of obviating the itfconvenienties that 
have been iritentioned, Ifliouldifave ^ropoftH it* but I Have- « 
not thought' tif any thing that I can venture. I wittfc ta give 
them property, permanent property, but nbi political {tfwer jr 
it is very trtie, that when a cbiitefted efeftton comes to be 4 
tried before a committee, if it appears that a C&hblf^mfu^ 
ence has prevailed, they may declare the eledion void ; and 
by four law you n&ay declare, that if on arty felelfcteh toy jter- 
ftn deriving under a Catholic fhall vote, tfc* eteftion fba# 
ipfofaBobe. rendered void. I only ftate this ietetf,> bat wHhY 
to have the. claufe adjourned for further consideration* 

fer. '2% -for.— I will riot impute to G'enVfemefr #ho W%£ 
this atijbYirriment, an intention fd defiroy tHfe KH ; f& ft » 
• ffimewBat ff range they fhould perfift in if, wWft-ttfery toHl 
of proffeffion knows that the claufe may be guwdfed oy I f$W>- 
vifo as far as niay be neceffary. I was at flrft aSaririea" it w&a* 
wis faid, till I cbnfidered more attentively. I Sri& tfpdfi 
fefldftibn, that were we to alter the claufe in the manner tlfcJ 
fired, ft would allow Catholics ta acquire tfftartes, but wtfuid 
convey deftruftion to them— it would fay, we gitie fduphWer 
to acquire the fee of lands> but ttre cannot truft you wftti thfe 

rights 
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*ighfs appertaining to the fee, becaufe in time t<J come you 
may deftroyour.conftitu.tion. If tl*is be our opinion, let us 
«ot gfant tiveni any thing at all. By all the a£h which the 
tyranny of the laft age devifed, a JVpteftant was not -prohibit- 
5 ed from fettling on the eftate of a Catholic — the fcheme erf 
the Hon. Gentleman who fgpke laft hut one, would efleftu- 
ally prohibit them— at wpuld Jiot only be oppreffive to Catho- 
lics, but a puni&tnent to fueh Proteftants as (hould fettle on 
their lands.- The great object of the penal laws was to break 
the power ,of Papi#s m Ireland; that object they accom- 
plished, "but they alfo ruined and deftroyed the country.— 
Btfhop Burnet tells us, the fcheme was totally to root out and 
;feaiyfh Catholics from, Ireland, and to plant Palatines an$L 
,other foreign Proteftants in their place — but the iuperior 
wifdom of the prefent age, conlidering mens' faith as a -con- 
cern pardy their own, attempts to bind Catholics to the 
Ikateby benefits, and to obtain by generofity what we could 
ijpt accomplt ( (h by force. Nothing can be more ridiculoufly 
ipiteful than the attacks formerly made upon Catholics. You 
mil find upon your journals a petition from the Proteftant 
t <pal-porters of Dublin, complaining of a certain Darby Ryan, 
a Papift mafter coal- porter, for emplpying a nutnber of Pa- 
pifts in that trade. You will find a cqrnpl^int againft Sir G. 
fphipps, for having been prefent at a muficai entertainment. 
Sphere one Chriftian, who had formerly been a dpmeftic of 
the Pretender, performed on the violin. — It was alleged thajt 
6ir'C had liftened to the tune v of a fpng ki|own by the.fe 
words, « The Ipng fkajl have his right. * ' Tjfiej-e was foin^ 
difpute about the tune, and the houfej in pr^er to judge whe^ 
fcher their member had be,en guilty of a treafonable aft* Or- 
dered his siccufer to whiftle the tune in queftion, ah^r^vely 
fat to determine by t^iis rnupc^ 

Mr. Fkod.—l love and admire the Roman Catholics; they 
pught to dp fo by Proteftants, for I challenge the world to 
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/hew a fioftar liberality to that which we now manifeft, faf 
pn unbounded confidence is not to be placed in mankind; there 
Jhould be a falutary caution, a constitutional jealoufy, and 
though we n>ay talk as fentinientalJy *s we pleafe, yet wc 
fhould not give without consideration, gentlemen fay we 
Jhould not clog or difgrace our gift ; but our cpnftitution muft 
be partial, and pur policy muft be partial top, I admit the 
jnerit of the Roman Catholics, and that pent make* me ctm ? 
fent to enlarge their privileges j hut I wUI toot confent ty 
their having any influence in choofing members for tfei* 
Houfe, Tit faid indeed they hare afted patriotically, and 
jby that rule they iboula be members of Parliament. It may 
J>e a good reafon, I am Aire that n&any of 9yr members hay? 
pot fo gopd a one to jjrgc 

Qeperal Cunningham declared, that jn his opinio^, a full 
^nd liberal toleration to Catholics was the vpfeft meafure thajt 
pould be adopted } it would make us a great and powerful 
people ; obviate £he ijeceijity of keeping a (landing ajrmy in 
f ime of peace > give us a weight and conference among th£ 
nations, and enfure to us kindnefs and generous treatment oj} 
the part of Great Britain* :* v 

The only thipg tp be gparded ?n<J provided for, he faid, 
Was a Protectant parliament and Proteftant government \ this 
he thought was fufficiently provided for by the difqualificar 
tion of Catholics to become mcrnbers of either : And as tq 
what Gentlemen h^d faid of Catholics obtaining infjuepce by 
poffeffing land, the fame might be faid againft thejr poj^ffine 
money, yet pq inconvenience bad ever refulted from that 
arcum^ance. Thefe fentiments he faid did not arife upon 
the moment,' they had been deeply rooted in his heart, and 
p a friend to Ireland he rejoiced that they were fo generally 
ft>ter twined by the Hojjfe. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Flood defired to know what was intended in refpeft to 
Catholics carrying armt . 

Mr. 2). D/i/jr. — My opinion if, tfeat as by law the Privy 
Council have authority to licenfe Catholics tp carry arms, I 
would have the to rather beholden to Parliament for that pri- 
vilege. As our object is to unite and conciliate, I would have 
them as much as poffible obliged to the legifiatuqe of their 
country. I would not however ami a mpb. I would not 
fcroft any man that had dot feme tip to the country— fuppofe 
100/. per ann. or any pother fiim more acceptable to the Houfe. 
i think this indulgence would be for the benefit of the king- 
dom. I dp not mean to move it myfelf, but I did fay, that 
if any man would make fuch a motion, I would J£Con4 hiffy 
and I am ready to ^eep my wqrd. 

Mr. Bagnell. — I would arm every man tp defend his pro* 
pcrty who ha* 10A per annum, and I would alio grant to mer- 
chants and manafa&urers who are entrained with other 
people's property, a power to defend it ; for fuppofe this 
country was invaded, we cannot expeft any affiftance from 
England; and if we prevent Catholics from defending, their 
property, one half of our Volunteers tauft be kept out of the 
field, to guard it for them againft bands of plunderers, wjio 
upon fuel} occafions would he found raofacking and deftrpy* 
tog the country— wretches whom poverty and opprejlioa 
have taught tq elude the vigilance of the fta&ding aryiy, 

Mr. Graflan argued, that as it was. well known that moft 
Catholic? of any property kept arn\s to defend it, it would be 
mjich better to legalize thefe arms than i uffer them to be kept 
dandeftinely, efpectally as they were as necefiary as locks and 
jceysto the fecurity of property; and as people could no 
snore be deprived of the ufc of the one fecurity than of the 
pther, he proppfed that the Grand Juries ihould he empow 
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ejred to ltfejsft fijflbGatb*lic$ a* tj>aj ihpugbt proper*? ctfry 
arms j this he thought would prpdqce pouch b$tttjr eJfeQs 
than by confining this authority to fhe Privy Council. 

Mr. Gardiner obferved, that they w£«e pot yet come to 
that part pf the Mil which provides for %%ix^^%jslci 7 ^t 
Hating fcttled the qneftion of pkopsrtt — theQegft was that 
concerning the fr£b fijcsacisE of religion :— The firft/Jtap. 
to which he thought {houid beifae.regtftering «f the.&ogiaa 
Catholic Clergy, and to present in future the admi&on of 
any regulars, but to give full prote£tioo to thofe already here, 
a? from their exemplary coodafk they were well entitled to 
the favour of the ftate \ he would therefore, by a. general 
emancipating clause, take off all penalties from inch Gter? 
gymen as fhould appear in perfon, tafcc the oath, and regi£ 
ter their names before a certain day. 

Mr. Rowky contended, they flsovU not go beyond the fpU 
fit of that aft which confined Fapafts to the property of 999 
years an land* He owned, that toleration flaoukl be granted 
in religious matters, and confined* to that only, as otW*wife 
it armed jfaptite with a power to return member? to parli^t 
intent* * 

Mr. Qgk faid, it was not in the pow^r of the «gentiwy -of 
anao, to introduce any procefs which could anfwer the poxy 
pofe* . The danger was evidently great, from the certaia inter- 
jrefls Papifts would inherit through the fee fimple. In anck 
rher tight, *o*kl k not be a hard cafe to disfranphife a Pro- 
t«ftant pi his b*rtfe-right 4 for, as the htil flood, a*Rrotefl»at 
deriving under a Fapift,conW:npt vote at efcd&KMu Getttle* 
inen might raik as they pleafed^of the oppoiuwn given, It 
*as not very eafy to djgejftallat ofioe, tfrs fenfibie alteration 
in the political ftate of things. JHe would remind them of 
m historical drcunaftaace |K>t<fe Similar : in the reign of An* 
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gnftaa» ailooiiw,:to^conaaiie«d WibiW ty fottW a&lf** 
Gatot to the Emperor, who flopped feini fcopf , wiffrttitaffcr 
feg, •« he is a fc<*od/;i&**n who opppfe* every innssaiwv,^ 
ihc commonwealth." 

. Major Hdg MuUhinfon faid, that the commHtce hanfag dis 
termioed in a grea* *nea£u*e» on the queftion of FPper*f> JHld 
given *he,£oinanCathoBc$.the liberty of |>urchflfiqg the fco 
ffmpleof fends, thcrcft of th^ fubje£tr0lktea chicflf to religion 
and education, which, as they were fo dpftlf c^nne^d, he . 
hoped he Qionld he, eroded for joining 4befft together. iEromi 
the example of a fowncr feifipn, aad the fears of gentlemen 
of the b«# intentions, he was nqt fc much furprifedat.thrf 
©ppoikioa the firftciaufe of /the bill had putt with ; hut he 
hoped tha$ «o man wnuid phjefl: $o the doing away that part 
of the Popery laws which related to neiigton and education 7 
a fyftem of lavs dUgracefpl, impolitic, and unjuft— fo di£» 
gracefal, that you were afliained to execute them— fo impo* 
lkic, that yo* dared not doit. Thofe laws (£ud he) have 
remained on your ftatute books for eighty years, in profound 
and fallen filence, infulting the Roman Catholic^jrating his 
feelings, upbraiding .his policy, am} dishonouring the jutlice 
pf the ftcrtcftattte of Iceland. By one law, it is e.na&ed»Jfthjtt 
wy Remap Catholic, gw»g himfctf, ojr lending any otkar 
perfen abroad to te»e<!^t£d*ihall be difabkd fr^n profeca* 
iimg any i«it or ndioai at Jaw ; ,fliali forfeit all his perfpnat 
property, aaadtbe profits jpjf all his iands during life. By ano- 
ther law, there is a penalty on any .Roman Catholic flrho d^aU 
Jceep a jpvhlic fchooi. $fow, Sir, as a Roman Catholic can* 
jwt iraetrc an education At ibofcie, and dare not ueoevwe it 
abroad, M*£ patriiameot that pafied this law has faid, we, ia 
contmdiftion to the principles th^t hawe afhiated other pafe 
gwernnvstts, <ena& by * law, that a .great majority of our 
people apctP recwe j»p (education at all. We meaci to cm* 
-vfinj: 4bcm from *i aife to.a tnie religion, by eftabitfhing igoo- . 
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$<* Cofledanea tpo«tfe«u 

sance, the mother of fuperftition. We fay to the parent* 
you (ball not, in conformity to the dictates of God and na* 
fore, educate your chHd % you&all'DOt teach him the duties 
of an honeft man, or the obligations of a virtuous citizen, 
though we demand from him, that he (hall refpeft laws he 
can only know, tecaufe they thave trampled upon .him, and 
venerate a copftitution that has put hin».out nf its pale, and 
doomed him to perpetual ignorance, ff fuch <ha#e not -been 
the confequences, if the Roman Catholic has beenjcretcbedly 
ignorant, if he has not been reduced tp the moft contempt** 
We ftatc that any human creature can poffihly be in, yo«r 
efforts haye not been wanting to make him &. But thoft 
laws have been fortunately .overwhelmed by the preflkrc of 
their own weight j they have had that fcte which every law 
Wift have, enafted by a legislator, who, defending from his 
tribunal, forgetting that nature has fct limits %o his power, 
(hall convert himfelf from a Jaw^giver into a profecutor. The 
cruelty of the law has been the antidote of |hfe poifon 5 it 
has not been executed j humanity has lifted up her voice a$$ 
forbid the attempt 

- In ihort, gentlemen, you are called upon to pafc this Jaw$ 
by the example of every other enlightened nation in Europe f 
Who, convinced of the unavailing cruelty of religious perfcr 
cution, have fajd to their fubjects, in the words of the Roma* 
Emperor, ** take the ladder, and climb up your owq way to 
Heaven/ 9 Tou are called upon by the y difmembered ikua* 
tion of the Brhifla empire, requiring the firmeft union of ail 
the remaining parts :-rYou are called upon by the raoft falu* 
tary, yet moft painful of all leflbns, your own experience, 
which, tells you, that by a fyftem of pains and penalties, you 
only rivetted the obftinacy, armed the pride, and oftentimes 
banifhed the gallant Roman Catholics of this country into the 
ferviceofa foreign prince, topublifh our infamy and his 
glory .wherever he went, If a Froteftant ihould fay to a Ro- 
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otfn Catholic, why have you perfcvered £o obftinately in a 
religion, certainly not fo pure as npe ? — heinfgbt reply t* 
him, if in your government I hadfound any thing batperfe- 
cution and oppreffion, in your laws any thing but cruelty, I 
might not have been inattpntive to jrour call. But how have 
you endeavoured to convert me— ^not by the voice of perfua- 
fion— but by the cruel rigour of your law, which armed 
•very generous paffion of the human brcaft agaiijft you.— w- 
You have refufed me any ftake in this my native land 5 you 
forbid me to educate my child ; the hand of the executioner 
has been rai&d againft the man, who wpuld unite your off. 
fpriog $0 mine — force is theclumfy fupporter of a bad caufe, 
truth and reafon defpife fuch an affiftant. it has been faid 
by gentlemen in the courfe of this debate, *hat what has been 
done, and is now doing by other nations, doe* not apply to 
the fituation of Ireland j I acknowledge it does not exactly ; 
but I will tell you what applies and applies forcibly —the h\U 
tory of Chriftianity— the hiftory of mankind — the hiftory of 
eighteen centuries ; they tell us, jthat persecutions, punifh- 
ments, and even death itfelf, have been found inefficient to 
conquer religious obfHnacy ; for this plain and fimple reafbn, 
the man fuftering in defence cf his religion, jthinks that he 
is fecuring eternal happipefs hereafter ; the left intereft finks* 
into the greater. — Human laws can therefore be of no avail ; 
fie glories in their rigour ; he exults in his punilhment— * 
It has been well and truly faid of the fuperftitious man, thai 
his feet afpne are on the earth, but his head is in Heaven. 

Permit me now to cohort you, by th?t manly fpirit of free- 
dom, which taught you to demand your right from another 
country, not to fuffer yourselves to be reproached, *hat, 
while you were clamorous for your privileges as a natioq, yon 
refufed to reftore a great majority of your fellow fubjefts to 
their liberties as freemen, and , to their great common law 
rights, as members of the £riti{h conftitution, Unite witfc 
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the Roman £atbolks-~you will {xxome a great people, for- 
Qiidal}le to your enemies* refpe&ed by Great Britain— Re- 
.member tip old political axiojn — 

x H Concordia Resparva crefcunt, 
ft Difcordi* wxima dilabunturP 

The Jioflfc Uav}flg|^^r progac&d fc wqfMfcitfGc on the 

the bjlljto conciliate the Qpinjop, ajid stain the fupport of 
,WSTr J^ 1 1«m» to -4»c Hq«fe, and >e bve bad the good 
foctppe tp fyccgefl i/i two pqfrfti & ^V grrtftft importape* 
fp tfce £9WP Catjafrfjc.s, ( a fell j-ijgbt of poffeffiog property, 
and ? fa* 4*erejf* <&f tfteir fdigw '* *«*t i» the remaining 
p&jts of th£ bUl, which re$ar4 *&a*iimony And fetf defence, 
I tfjid fchflt gentlemen differ .widely— *or which jrafon, as I 
,Wp\U4 pat rWc a offai* goqi both for ,th\s country and its 
Rpmap fiatfctfjc inha&t*Ms, by pur&teg further adyaptages f 
J promote ito flop fri *be prjefcip^ bpl 9 j»ft where we aw \ and 
b^vipggiwn it the form of law, fubmit it to the other bran- 
ches Of ihc l^gi&ture, J JhaU then, jSir, pr^fent twp 
W^ilhi prpvidtfig for what the ficft has left undone. % 
OBC;of it&ja-h is intended to provide Jbr the education of 
Qrthqlitf, an4*0 this jend, I propofe to repeal the laws made 
agajflfi: Jfypi (h &hoolmafters and ufliers, and to fufpend foy 
limited time thofe laws which prohibit Catholics from receip- 
I9g foreign.cdi^catian ; for 3s there are no (cminaries in Ire- 
jbmd .where they can (be inflrufted, it is cruel to prevent ihenr 
Jttfrg ifrftnafted abroad, at Icaft till proper ieminaries can be 
jftftUttted at home, 

. Mf* fJtMgihbon* — I declare that I will ufe every means in 
JW power lo prevent Roman Catholics from receiving a fc- 
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reign education ; and if there were not tor* ur force I would 
propofe new ones to that purpofe. After what has been 
done for Roman Catholics, after we have gone more than half 
way to meet them, will it be 6id, that they fliould not come 
one ftcp to meet us ? Will the/ continue to fend their chilv 
dren to France, to Spain, to Portugal, to imbibe principles* 
of freedom, or attach them ;o the constitution *of this coun- 
try ? Or will you fuffer the Roman Catholics, who make a 
coniiderable body of the people, to refort to regions of bigo- 
try and fuperfthion* to imbibe principles of paffivc obedi- 
ence, and every idea hoftile to liberty ? I am not fo unreafon- 
abie 9$ to fay, Catholics fhould receive no education at all, as 
the laws now in being would fcem to .enforce 5 but when I 
kn6w, to the honour of the prefent heads of the Univerfity* 
that they are received in it at this day by connivance 5 and 
when I have every reaforr to think that his Majefty, if applied 
to, would begractoufly pieafed to give his royal afient to a. 
ftatute for granting them free admiffion, I think that, if they 
perfift in fending their children abroad, they are unworthy 
the favours they have received. The Univerfity of Dublin 
is open to them, and if they decline the advantage, it is not 
on account of religion, for no religious conformity will be 
required $ but for fear their children fhould m early life im- 
bibe th$ principles of a free conftitution. 

The Provojt. — The objefts of this bill are fo various that I 
think the Right Hon. Gentleman has afted wifely in redu- 
cing them to different heads ; by this means many prccauti? 
tions may be taken that otherwife could not be fo eafily 
adopted : I fhall, therefore, follow the rule he has kid down, 
and confine myfelf to education. 

My opinjpn is ftrongly againft fending Roman Cathojict 
abroad for education, nor would I eftablifh Popifli Colleges 
at home \ our graeious fovereign, who is the legiflator of the 
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University of Dublin, may, I think* *ith cafe be prevailed 
updft to pafs a ftatute for admitting Catholics ; and when- 
ever I receive his pleafure on that fubjeft, I fliall be truly 
fcappy in obCyifig. the advantage of being admitted inter 
the tfniverfity of Dutfin, will be very great to Catholics : — 
'llie Fellows and Tutors are men, not only 6f moft' exemplary 
morals, but of the moft enlightened underftanding, devoted 
to virtue and fotrnd philofophy ? they ate capable of impart-* 
ing mcfrality and knowledge tfr thofe placed under their di- 
rection/ and m this they are aided by poffeffing an extenfivc 
library, and by having profefibrs of every fcience. If Ra- 
man Catholics are to participate in thefe advantages, if they 
•re to be admitted into the Univerfity, they need not tte 
obliged to attend fixe divinity profefliwy they may have oner 
<tf their own ; and I wotild have a part of the public money 
applied to their ufe, to the fupport of a number of poor lads 
as fizers, atid to provide premiums for perfons of merit ; for 
I wduld haver their* go into examinations, and xffoke no dif-» 
tin ftion between them and the Protefiafits, btrt fuch as merit 
might claim. Why fhoutd they not obtain degrees upon 
taking the new oath ? And if theffe people dare to worship 
God in their owf* way, Why fhodd not the academic badgef 
they wear on their fhotilder be a mark of fpirit, atid a pledge] 
of the union and harmony between thern and the Protect- 
ants ? 

In order to prepare Roman Catholics for the Univeri&y, I 
would encreafe the ntufiber of the diocefan fchools, and have 
Catholics ififtru&ed gratis ifi them; from thence they might 
come to Dubliih, Where they could live upon eafier term* 
than in any other part of Ireland, rf it be Cbnfidered that 
almoft every family in the kingdom have friends or relations 
fettled hefe; By thefe rrteans Kortiah Catholics might fill 
their minds with found philofophy, and I think it would be 
highly honourable tor the legiflature to purfue only fuch means 
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as thcfe. I am an enemy to force when applied to tie mind 1 ; 
no stan was ever terrified into wiftlom ; let us by gentle means 
induce Roman Catholics to receive all the information they 
•can; m God's name, let them choofe for thcitofelves. As to 
property, they have as much fight to pofiefs k as* they have 
to breathe the air ; and when the Houfe granted thet»pr<y 
perty, (I fpeak without difparagement to the gencro&y *jf 
the Houfe) it granted them but a right. Toleration is alfo 
.the birth-right of man. As to their priefts, we might in- 
deed have limited the number ; but wc want rather to unite 
them to the ftate by indulgence, and zQs of fcmdnef* than 
by putting them under any reftraints, give them caufe to 
think they had an intereft ieparate from the reft of their 
countrymen. But it is certainly a matter of importance that 
the education of thofe priefts fhould be as pcrfefl as poffibfc, 
and that if they have any prejudices, they fhoufd be prejudi- 
ces in favour of their own country ; I therefore think that a 
claufe to regulate their education will give this bill the beft 
aflurance of fuccefs— the prefent laws are difgraceful, they 
prohibit the Roman Catholics from receiving any education 
at all, and therefore fhould be abolifhed. The Roman Ca- 
tholics fhould receive the beft education in the eftabli&ed 
Uni-crfity # the public cxpence * 'but by no % means fhould: 
Popifh colleges be allowed, for by them we fhould again hav* 
the prefs groaning with themes of controvcrfy, college 
againft college, and fubjefts of religious difputation that have 
long flept in oblivion, would again .awake, and awaken with 
them all the worft paffions of the human mind. * 

The proceeding* upon this fubjeft concluded with the 
paffing of different afts in favour of the Roman Catholics. 
They w.ere now enabled topurchafein>,and take by grant, 
limitation, defcent, or devi*. and lands, tenements an4 
hereditaments in this kingdom, and to difpofe of them by 
will or othcrwife, to defcend according to the courfe of the 

common 
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j*w, deififeable tad transferable in like manner 2s tfce lands 
of ftrateftants. Certain penal a2b refpofting the hearing 
and celebratiAg mtfs, and other particulars, were repealed. 
So touch of rormcr'aels as prohibited Orthotics to keep pub* 
.lie feboois, was alfo, repealed, and a law esnafted to enable 
**hem to have the gaardianfliip, care add toition of their awn 
chxkibreii« 

The hft-oB f bf wKSch the dijfenting Prtieftants were trrf- 
jtiftly excluded from offices of trnfi under" the crewn, wars 
tcpealed Bfcewife. ' 

Befides thefe a&s, the nation was gratified by the repeal 
of the perpetual mutiny bill, and by the paffing that long 
defired aftfor making the coramiffion of the Judges of this 
kingdom to continue quamdiufe bene gejfer int. An act was 
alfo paused to render the manner of conforming from the 
fopith to the Proteftant religion more eafy and expeditious. 
Another, for extending certain of the provilions contained 
in a former aft for confirming all the ftatutes made in Eng- 
land afrecYmg this kingdom. Another, for fparing to his 
Majefty, to be drawn out of this kingdom whenever he 
fhould think fit, a force not exceeding 5000 men (part of 
the troops appointed to be kept therein for its defence). 

Ireland by the advantages it had now gained, partly in it* 
commerce, and partly in the conftitutional regulations of its 
legiflative powers, appeared to have the fulleft profpecT: of 
future felicity. A'few years exhibited evident proofs of en- 
crcafing profperity ; and the metropolis, by various public 
and private buildings, became fo much improved and 
extended, that it proriiifed to vie with almoft any other cirj 
in Europe. 
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pn t£e : a7tbday of July, 1782, his Excellency the Lord 
lieutenant concluded .the fefiion, with the following fpAecfc 
faom, the throne,; . . < 

& My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

<* The great and conftitutional advantages you have fecui 
<red to your country and* the wife and magnanimous condu& 
<of Great Sritain, in contributing to the fuccefs of /our Heady 
and temperate exertions, call for my congratulations* on the 
clofe of afeffion which mud ever refie& the higheft honour 
on the national character of both kingdoms. 

<< It DMift be a moft pleafingxonfideratien to you,, to recoU 
left, that in «jthe advances you made towards the fettlemen* 
x>f your conftitution, no acts of violence or impatience have 
marked their progrefs. A religious adherence to the laws 
^confined your endeavours within the ftri&eft bounds of loy- 
alty and good order ; your claims were dire&ed by the fame 
tp% tfvatgave rife and (lability to the liberty of Great Bri- 
tain, and could not fail of fuccefs, asfoon as the .councils of' 
that kingdom were inijhienced by the ay owed irieixds of the 
conftitution. * • • - 

<" Such 3 fplrit of jponftitutSonal liberty communicating, 
itfelf from one kingdom to the other; muft naturally pro-, 
ifluce that reciprocal confidence and mutual afFe&ion, of which 
we already begin to feel the moft fajutary effects. A grateful . 
fseaj ?nd generous ardour have united this whole kingdom irj 
the moft -cordial and vigorous exertions, which promife efr 
feftually to fru fixate the defigns of our common enemy, and 
Jo re-eftablifli an4 fccqxe the glory of the whole empire. 

** Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

*' When I confider the very a&ive and liberal part yoa 
flapve takjen in contributing to thefe great and glorious events, 

X I muft 



Digit 



zed by G00gl€ 



$u < Cofletfanw political 

t muft as djftinftly exprefe to you his Majefty's feflfe of *h# 
laft effufion of your generality for the defence of the empire, 
as I muft return you bis inoft gracious thanks for the fupplies 
which you fo cheerfully voted at the beginning of this feffion, 
His Majefty's royal example not only fecures to you a moft 
juijk and ceconomical application of the aids you bavt granted 
Jiim, but afford* you a rnoft folemn pledge of attentive in- 
▼cftigation into every means which the circumftance; of this 
country will afford to alleviate the burdens of his loyal and 
grateful people. To co-operate with you in carrying into 
effeft this moft benevolent difpofition pf h» Majefty, will 
afford me the higheft gratification j and manifeft to you the 
fentiments I (hall ever entertain, in return for the confidence 
y6u have repofe4 in the fincerity erf" my profeffions for you* 
welfare. 

* <f My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

« tn contemplating the fervices which your unremitting 
ftfflduity has rendered to the public, I muft indulge myfelf ty 
the fatisfaftion of fpecifying fome very important afts, which 
will moft materially Strengthen the great conditional reform 
you have compleated, and which will for ever diftinguifli the 
period of this : memorable fefiion. You have provided fqr 
the impartial and unbiafled adminiftration of juftice, by the 
aft for fecuring the independency of judges* You have 
adopted one of the moft effectual fecurities of Britifh fre<£ 
ilom, by^iraiting the mutiny-aft in point of duration ; you 
navefecured that moft invaluable of all human blefiings,the 
plerfonal liberty of the fubjeft, by paffing the Habeas Corpus 
aft ; you have cherifhed and enlarged the wife principles of* 
toleration, and made confiderable advances in aboiifbing t hofe. 
fliftinftions, which have too long impeded the progrefs of 
jpduftcy, arid divided the nation. TJ*e diligence and ardour 
^ij^wW^jrou bjv* pcrfeveredjn tfce accomplishment of 
"• ; " *' '" jhcfjj 
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ytbefe great obje&s, muft ever bear the mod honourable tefti- 
xnony of your zeal and induftry in the fervice of your coun- 
try, and manifefl: your knowledge of its true int^refls. 

c « Many and great national objefts muft prefect themfelves 
to your confideratjpn during the recefs from parliamentary 
bufinefs ; but what I would capft earneftly prefs upon you, 
as that on t whfch your domeftic peace and happinefs, and the 
profperity .of the empire at this moment moft immediately 
^depend, Is to cultivate and idiffufe thqfe fentiments of affec- 
tion and confidence which are now .happily reftored between 
<thetwo kingdpms. Conyince>the people in your feveral dif- 
£rifts, as you are yourfclves convinced, that every caufe of 
paft jealoufies and difcontents is finally removed^ that both 
/countries have pledged their good faith to each other, and 
jthat their beft fecurity will ^e an inviolable adherence to that 
Compaft ; that the implicit rdiancc whkfo Great Britain hat 
«repofcd aft the honour, genexofity, and (candour of Ireland, 
jengages your national charaj&er to a return of feptimeotp 
•eqiially liberal and enlarged : Convince them that the two 
kingdoms are now one, indiQblubly conn$&ed in unity qf 
conftjtutign and unity of ipterefts j t£at the dagger an<J fecur 
«?ty,the profperity and calamity Of the one, nmft equally 
jaffi# the other— that they ftand dr fall together." * 

The Parliament was £hen prorogue^ to the 24th §ept. 
flowing. • 



.* .panfim. Jouni. Vgl. x$. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

fiubjeEl of Parliamentary Reform agitated in England.— Refolu- 
tions of the Livery of London*— Petition of the County of York, 
— Conclujion of the American War. -^Parliament of Great 
Britain addrefs his Majejfy. — His Majeflfs Anfiver.r—Earl 
Temple appointed Lord Lieutenant. — Addrefs to him by the 
Corporation of Dublin. — fits Anfwer. — Further proceedings 
in England re/pecling the Declaratory A3. — Injlallation of 
Knights 'of St. Patrick. — Ceremony of their Injlallation. — 
Afflum appointed for Emigrants from Geneva. — Lord Lieute- 
nants warranty \£c. on that occafton. — Adminijlratim of 
Earl Temple* 

THIS kingdom having thus during the feffioij of 17?* 
acquired iuch important benefits,* it became only requi- 
site to prefer ve their continuance. To this purpofe nothing 
more Teemed neceffary than an adequate and faithful reprer 
fentation of the people. But, as the fubjeft of a parliamen- 
tary reform belongs more immediately to a fubfequent period 
in the political hiftory of this country, we {hall only at pra- 
fent obferve, that Ireland appears to have been warranted i$i 
entering into the confideration of it, by the example of Great 
Britain, fo early as the time now mentioned. 

It was the opinion then of the prefent Prime Minifter of 
England (Mr. Pitt), that fuch a reform was neceflary in the 
JBritHh Parliament/ In 1782 the people of England were 
zealous in the meafure ; at a meeting of the Livery of Lon- 
don that year, aflembled in common hall, it was amongft 
other things refolved, " That the unequal reprefentation of 
the people, the Corrupt ftate of Parliament, and the perver* 
£on thereof from its original inftitution, were the principal 
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eaufes of the unjuft war with America, of the cbnfequent 
difmemberment of the Britifh empire, and of every griev-* 
ance of which thej complained." The Livery farther refol- 
ved, " That thefe grievances could never be removed, until 
the right of the people to their conftitutional (hare in the 
EngKfli government (hould be re*eftabH{hed, by a fair and 
equal rcprefrtitation in Parliament, and a frequent election 
* of their reprefentatives, according to ancient ufage." 

Aflociations were therefore formed in molt parts of Great 
Britain to accomplifh this defirable end j and the freeholders 
of the county of York,on that occafion, prefented the fol* 
lowing petition, viz. : 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
ajfenibkd. 

r The hutnUe Petition of the Freeholders of the . County of Tork 

SfftWETH, 

'Thai your petitioners, fenfible of the original excellency of 
the constitution of this country, mod ardently wifli to have 
it maintained upon the genuine principles on which it "was 
founded. 

*. Your petitioners further ihew, that it is neceflary to tho 
welfare of the people, that the Commons' Houfe of Parlia- 
ment (honld have a common intereft with the nation 5 and 
that in the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people 
in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons do not fufficiently 
fpeak the voice of the people. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray this honourable 
Houfe to take into their, moft ferious confideration the pre- 
fent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in Parliament, 

... X 3 aa d fc 
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ind to appljr fuch remedy to this great and alarmifig evlf r a* 
to this honourable Houfe may feem meet. 

And your petitioners (hall ever pray, &c. 

It is well known that all attempts to gain thir reform it* 
Great Britain proved ineffectual ; we (hall not therefore ta» 
ftrge on the proceeding! in that kingdom, efpecialiy as wc 
mean to confine the prefent work principally to what relates 
to this country; it may not however -be unworthy of 
notice, that two remarkable aft* were at this time paffed in 
England, one for better fecuring the freedom of election of 
Members to ferve in Parliament, by difabling certain officers 
employed in the colte&ion ©r management of his Majesty's 
jsevenue, from giving their votes at fuch elections ; and ano- 
ther " for reftraining any perfon concerned in any contract,, 
comitiiffion or agreement, made for the public fervrce, from* 
beibg elefted, or fitting and voting, as a Member of the 
. Houfe oS Commons/* Some fruitlefs attempts were made 
to obtain-afts of this nature, and to re ft rain the influence of 
the Crewn>araongft the reprefentatives of the people, in thi* 
feingdom^— th* majority of the Irilh parliament was however 
at all times againft tfcc meaiure. 

Before we rettim directly to domeftic occurrences, we ca*t- 
flot omit to obferve, that early in 1782 the conteft betfreei* 
Great Bfitairi and America drew towards a* conclufion ; this 
was atri everir In which every part of the Britifh dominions 
was highly interefted. In February, the Houfe of Gfbnimon* 
in Bfiglaiid came to the following refoluti6n < : 

Refolved, " That an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Sfajefty, moft humbly to reprefent to his Majefty that the 
further profecution of offenfive war oil the continent of 
Jtforth America, for the purpofe of reducing the revoked 

colonies 
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toldnies to obedience by force, will be the ttfeans of weaken- 
ing the efforts of this country againft her European enemies, 
tends, under the prefent circumftances, dangcroufly to in- 
creafe the mutual enmity (6 fatal to the interefts both of Great 
Britain and America, arid, By preventing an happy recdnci- 
liatidn With that country, r to fruftrate the earneft cteilre graci- 
oufly exprefled by his Majefty to; reftore the bleffings of pub-* 
lie tranquillity/' 

To this addrefs his Majefty Was gracioiifly pleafed to re* 
1 turn the following anfwer : 

u Gentlemen of the Houfe of Ctmmons 9 

91 There are no objeib nearer to my heart than the eafc, 
happinefs, and profperity of my people. 

« You may be affured that, in purfuanceto your advice, 
1 (hall take fuch meafures as (hall appear to me to be rnoft 
conducive to the reftoration of harmony between Great Bri- 
tain and the revolted colonies, fo effential to the profperity 
of both j and that my efforts (hall be directed in the moft 
effectual manner againft our European enemies, till fuch 
peace can be obtained as fhall be confident With with the in- 
<ercfts, and permanent welfare of my kingdoms," 

Meafures being accordingly adopted for terminating this 
unfortunate conteft, a peace was at length concluded. 

In September 1782 Earl Temple fucceeded to the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Ireland. Thfe public was not yet perfectly 
fatisfied with the declaratory afi ; and on the 1 ith March, 
1783, the cdrporationi df the city of Dublin prefented the 
following addrefs t6 his Eicellefccy ; 

X 4 Mai 
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< c Jk&y it p lea] e your Excellency • 

u We, the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, and citi- 
zens of the city of Dublin, in common council afiembled, 
unanimoiifly think it our indifpenfablc duty at this time to ; 
approach' your Excellency with our fincere acknowledgments 
for your prudent and indefatigable regard to the honour anoT 
welfare of this country, 

" Your Excellency's early attention to the removal of alt 
doubts relative td the independency of the legiflation, and 
jurifdi&ion of the Parliament of Ireland, the general and oeco-' 
nomical reform introduced into feveral departments of the 1 
State, and the many great and apparent advantages we enjoy* 
and are likely to experience-from your Excellency's wife, firm, 
arid' virtuous adminiftration, muft at all times eicite and de- 
mand the higheft exprfcflibns of gratitude, and' make u$ ear- 
neftly folicitous for the continuance of your government over 
a pfeople affeftionate to your perfon, and truly fen&bie of your 
honourable intentions* 

'** It hafc been Juftly obferved, ttoat al! nations have experT* 

ericed a' period of exaltation as well as of depreffion. 

i : 

-** From an til-judging policy, this kingdom felt the latter ^ 
from the well-timed and liberal fcntiments which prevail, i* t 
is likely to attain the former. 

u We afliirc yonr Excellency, that the citizens expeft the 
ronfummation of this great buiinefs from a nobleman of in- 
dependent fortune and principles, equally the friend of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and fenfible their interefts arc the fame*, 
and they moft firmly rely on your goodnefe, that nothing in 
your power will be wanting to fecure to this nation the com- , 
plete and perpetual spjoyment of commercial and conftituti- 
ooal freedom. 
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« In that perfuafion wc cannot but represent to your Ex- 
cellency, that as the time is critical and important, no circuit** 
ftances whatfoever Should induce a change which might pre-* 
jqdice, but cannot benefit, this country ; and your Excellency 
muft be convinced there are Situations in which the yielding, 
[ even to the finer feelings of the mind (however amiable in ' 
private life) muft be considered as political error, and a de- 
fertion of public duty. 

« Tour Excellency will pTeafe to receive this addreSs, not 
as the ordinary and common compliment paid to perfons iq 
your high Station, but as the language of freemen fenfibly 
alarmed, who highly approve your conduft and revere your 
virtues, and who win not behold with indifierence the mo- 
ment which flball terminate your Excellency's administra- 
tion. 

« In teftimony whereof we have caufed the common 
feal of the faid city to be hereunto affixed, this 7 th 
day of March, 17&3." 

To this addrefs the following anfwer was returned : 

" I am too fenfible to this addrefs of affectionate regard, to 
anfwer it in the common expreiEons of good- will : my heart 
is indeed too full ; I truly feel an horieft pride in receiving 
fuch a teftimony of the fenfe which the city of Dublin enter- 
tain. of my zeal to promote that firft objeft of my wishes, the 
conftitutional and commercial freedom of Ireland. To fuch 
ah objeft I would gladly facrifice every private feeling : and 
as long as I can flatter myfelf that my exertions are acceptable' 
to his Majefty, or may be ferviceablc to this kingdom, I will 
hope that no circumftances will prevent me from continuing 
to you that proof of my intereft in your profperity, which au 
unremitting attention to the great lines of an honeft govern*? 
ment can fo truly give. But in every fitua.tion^ J never can 

forget 
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forget hqto much I owe to your affe&ion ; and niy cohftant 
grayer, my conftant objeft will be, that the honour; pride, 
and happinefs of Ireland may be perpetual, and that it may 
be* founded on the fure(r bafis of a liberal and conftitiitional 
^pnneclion with your filler kingdom. 9 * 

The BritiQi Parliament, however, thought proper to put 
am end to all apprehenfion of future differences on' this fub- 
je&, by paffing an alt " for removing and preventing alt 
doubts which had arifen, or might arife, concerning the ex- 
clufiye right of the Parliament and Courts of Ireland in mat-* 
ters of legiflation and judicature *, and for preventing any 
writ of error or appeal from any of his Majesty's Courts in 
that kingdom from being received, heard and adjudged in 
any of his Majefty's Courts in the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain ." 

The caufc of Mits KH Was as follows !■*— Whetr the matter 
of eftablifhing the legiflative and judicial independence of 
Ireland was under ininifterial confideration, two ways of do- 
ing it had occurred. The' one by a renunciation of what 
England held to be a right, but which it was ready to give 
up ; which mode, it was forefeen, might give offence to Ire- 
land, inafrriuch as ifc was contended England never had any 
fitch right. The other mode was by declaring that, though 
England had exerci feci the power, it had never been legally 
poffeffed of fuch a right j but to this mode it was apprehend- 
ed the Parliament of Great Britain would not readily con- 
fent. The meafure of a fimple repeal of the declaratory d£t 
of 6 Geo. I. was therefore, as we have already feen, adopted, 
as moft confident with the fpirit of the people here, and the 
dignity of the Britifh Government. After this the Parlia-* 
ment of Ireland proceeded in the exercife of their legiflative . 
capacity, to enaft laws for regulating judicial proceedings, 
and for confining the decifions of property* to the Courts of 

law 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



hw, with power of appeal to th* Hbofeof Lord J in this 
cdantry only. » 

Matters were proceeding id this manner, whfcn a cauft that 
had been removed by writ of erfor from this kingdom td 
the King's Bench in England, long before the repeal ha«f 
been in agitation, and which the Judges there by the rates of 
the Court, were bound to determine, was brought it a defci-r 
fion. This unlucky accident created thofe new fears and 
revived again that jealeufy in the minds oflrifhmen, Wbid* 
eanfed the ena&ing of the Englifh ftatutc laft mentioned* 

To clofe all this political manoeuvring, which feerned to 
promife foch national happinefs and profperky to Ireland, ar 
new order of knighthood was inftittrted, and letters patent 
were paffed for creating a fociety or brotherhood to be called 
«* Knights of the illufirious Order of St. Patrick," of which 
his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors were appointed to bd 
Sovereigns, and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland for tfhe timi 
being, to officiate as Grand Mafter. The following were 
appointed Knights Companions of the Order, Vfa. His ftoyal 
Highnefs Prince Edward, his Grace William Robert Duk* 
of Leinfter, the Ear Is of Clanricarde, Antrim, Weftmeath, 
Inchiquin, Drogheda, Tyrone, Shannon, Clanbraffil, Mor- 
nington, Courtown, Charlemonr, Beclive and Ely. The 
Archbifbop of Dublin for the time, being, was appointed 
Chancellor ; and the Dean of St. Patrick's in like manner, 
Regjfter — and Lord Delvih, Secretary. 

On the i ith March, the Knights were invefted with due 
folemnity before the Lord Lieutenant at Dublin Caftle, and 
on the 17th of the fame month (being thefeftival of St. 
Patrick, tutelar Saint of Ireland) they were iflftalled. Per- 
haps it may gratify feme of our readers, if we give a brief 
account of the ceremonial of this Injlallation. 

Th* 
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» The proper precaution having been tafcen to guide'the lintf 
of carriages and fpeclators, and the ftreets being. lined, partly 
by the regiments then on Dublin duty and partly by diffe- 
rent volunteer corps, the Lord Lieutenant, preceded by bis 
own carriages, containing his boufehold, the Efquires jrf the 
Sovereign, and the Peer who bears the fword of ftate, and 
attended by a fquadron of cavalry, fet fprward from the? 
Cattle, and w,as followed by the Knights Companions, each 
in a coach attended by their Efquires ; no other carriage, 
feve thofe of the Knights, were allowed to move in this prd- 
ceflipn. ... 

At the door of the cathedral 6i St. Patrick his Excellency 
was met by the officers of the church and of the order; who* 
attended him to- the robthg-room. His Excellency alone 
being in the full mantle, habit, and collar of the order, the 
Other Knights in the furcoat only, and with their caps and 
feathers in their hands \ their mantles, collars and . fwercb 
having been previoufry fent to the chapter-room. 

« Asfoon as his Excellency notified his pleafure, the pro- 
ceflion was made to the choir in the following manner, viz* 

Singing men, 
Prebendaries. 

Meflengers. ^ 

Kettledrums, 
Trumpets* , >. . 

iPurfuivants. 
. Pages. 
Gentlemen at iargs. •. 

Gentlemen of the bed-chamber. 
Gentlemen of 4iorfe, chamberlain, and gentleman nQrer, . 
Steward and comptroller* . 
Efquires. 
Heralds. 
» • Knights 
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Knights. '•" . v ". v 

Ulftcr, regifler, and ufher. . 
Genealogift, chancellor, fecretarjr. 
Prelate. 
Sword of ftatc, carrie&by fenior peer. 

^ a Lord J/ieutpnant. g £ 



Of. *5S* 



Peers' fons. 

Trainrbeargr. 

Colonel of battle-axes. 

Battle-axe guards. 

Upon entering the choir the trumpets, purfulvants, and 
other officers attending the proceffion, proceeded to their 
proper places, as well as his Excellency's fuite. The efquires, 
three a-breaft, made their reverences to. the altar when they 
came oppofite to the ftall-of their knight, and then wheeled 
off to their refpe&ive places ; the knights entered two an<j[. 
two, and after the fame reverences proceeded to their flails, 
where they remained (landing rill his Excellency was feated, 
when they bowed all together, and feated themfdves. The 
choir then performed the coronation anthem ; after wliich 
the ufher, king of arms, heralds* and purfuivants, attended 
with the three efquires of the fenior knight, went out v 
with the ufual reverences for the inflgnia of the order, with 
which they returned in the following manner, viz. 

The principal efquire, bearing the banner furled. 
/The two other efquires, bearing the mantle and the fword. 
Ulfter, carrying the great collar of the order 'upon a blu{ 
velvet cufhion. 

When they had proceeded to the centre of the choir, they 
remained there while the four great officers of the order pro- 
ceeded to the flail of the faid fenior knight, after the ufual 
reverences to tlie fovereign's* flail : the knight thea defcend- 

"'/■*■■ * ■ : • ' : "• ' & 
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«d into the middle of the c^pir, where he was invefted wi$ 
the fword, the ipantle, and the collar, by the chancellor and 
regifter, after reading the admonition prc(cril>ed, viz. 

*Jpon putting on the fwqrd :—« Take this (word to the 
encrcafe of your hpnour j and in tokejo and fignof the-moft 
illuftripw order, yhich you have received, wherewith you 
.being defended may be bold.ftrongly to fight in the defence 
of thofe rights and ordinances to which you be engaged, and 
to the juft and neceflary defence 9! thoic yrfyo be oppreffed 
and needy." 

• Upon putting on the msuifele z^-** Receive this robe ?nd 
livery of fbis moft illuftrioi^ .order, in augmentation of thinf 
fcopoijr, a^d wear it with the firm and fteady refolution, tfot 
kj JW* c^ar^Ser, conduft, a,n4 demeanour ypu may approve 
yopr&lf a. true ffwrvant of the Almighty God ; and a worthy 
^rothtr and knight companion of this moft ityuftriou^ 

^Jpoq pyttipg pn %]xt collar :-r? Q Sir, the loving coippaijy 
of thp qrder pf St. Patrick hath received you theft brother ? 
|over, and frUow* and in tokpp and knowledge of this, they 
givp yoij and prefept you this badge, the which God will, that 
yoq receiv* apd wear from henceforth to his praife and plea- 
fare, and to the exaltation apd honopr of the feid illuftriouf 
order a^nd yourfelf," 

They then conduced him to his ftall, with th$ ufijal reve* 
fences to the fovereign ; and he fea|ed hiipfelf with his cap 
. ppon his head ; after which the, efquirp unfurled the ban- 
ner^ and the knights Handing up uncovered^ XJlfter repeated 
his ftyle in Englifh, and a procefljon was made to the altar, 
of the regifter and officers of arms, attended by the efquires 
^ith the bapner, which was delivered to XJlfter, who prefentr 
c4 it to the regifter^ who placed it within the rails of the 

»ltar« 
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altar. After which, with the ufual reverences, the efquires 
proceeded to their places, and the officers of arms proceeded 
with the enquires of the fecond knight in like manner as be- 
fore. And when thefe ceremonies were fintfhed, the choir 
performed the TeDeum ; after which a procefion was made 
in like manner as before to the chapiter- room, and from thence 
to the caftle, where the knights repofed tbemfeives till din- 
ner was ferved ; when a proceffion was again made from 
the prefenccrchamber to St. Patrick's-hal), where the knights 
took their feats coveredy viz. the grand mafter in the center, 
the prince's chair on his left hand, the prelate and the chan- 
cellor at the two ends of the fovereign-' s table, and the knights 
on each fide ; and the efquires remained (landing till after 
grace was f<iid, when they retired to the feats prepared for 
them. 

Towards the end of the firft courfe, wh^n ^is Excellency 
ftood up uncovered, the knights rofc uncovered, and the 
king of arms proclaimed by the found of trumpet, that the 
grand mafter and knights companions of the moft jlluftrious 
order of St. Patrick drank the fovereign's health. The few 
cond courfe was then brought in with the ufual ceremonies ; 
after which his Excellency again ftoqd up, and jthe knights 
uncovered, Ulfter again proclaimed that the grand mafter* 
in the name of the fovereign, drank the healths of the 
knights companions. And at the end of the fecond courfe. 
ajirifing again uncovered, the queen's health was drank and 
proclaimed in the fame manner. The deflprt was therj 
brought in, and during it the pfficers of arms, with the ufua| 
reverences, cried Largefs thricej and {irft proclaimed the 
ftyle of the fovereign, and afterwards of each knight coqy$ ? 
nion, who fucceffively flood up during the fai4 proclamation. 
After which the knights, efquires, and pfficers attepded the 
graftd-mafter jo the prefence-chaqiber, where the ceremony 
was finifhed y and the efquires ^4 £? ce f s retired to, t^e 
dinner prepared for them. 
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-Government now took into confideration the cafe of the 
Jiftreffed Genevcfe, and it was propofed to provide an afylurn 
for them in this country. Accordingly the names and num- 
bers of the emigrants from Geneva being laidbefore the 
Privy Council, it was determined to Jfe a place for their refi r 
dence at Pafiagc, next the confluence of the rivers Barrow 
and Suir, in the eounty of Waterford. A very conj&derabie 
±ra<ft of land in that diftrid was then fhortly to revert to Gor 
vernment, which it was therefore intended fhould he appro- 
priated and granted in fee to the Genevefe* This place was 
therefore now named " New Genetta" The following war r 
rant was iflued by the Lord Lieutenant on that occasion : 

7> the Earl of Tyrone, the Right Hon. John Bercsford, the 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, Iv B. the Right Hon! 
Henry Theophilus Clements, the Right Hon. John Fofter, 
the Right Hon. Luke Gardiner, the Right Hon. William 
Wyndharo Grenvillc, the Right Hon. James Cuffe, Dar 
arid Latouche, Efq. jun. Andrew Caldwell, Efq. Travers 
Hartley, Efq. Alexander Jaffray, Efq. and Meflrs. G. 
Ringler, E. CJavierc, Du ftoveray, E: (Jafe, Grenus, anxj 
D'lvernois. 

Whereas.the fieur P'lycrnois did, by his inemqrial of the 
17th of September laft, reprefent unto us, that, in confer 
quence of certain alterations which had taken place in the 
political conftitution and government of thefta,te ofGeneva^ 
a considerable number of the citizens and inhabitants, attach- 
ed to the bieffings of a free government, were difpofed, under 
afihrances of the enjoyment of certain privileges and protec- 
tion, to fettle themfelves in this kingdom, to bring with them 
fheir property, and to eftabliflj here thole manufacture^ 
which had rendered the citizens of that ftate fo wealthy 5 and 
that the fum of fifty thoufand pounds fterling, Britifh money, 
would be necefiary to enable the firft thoufand emigrants to 
effctt their purpofe, of which a fum, not exceeding one-half^ 
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ito&e aftflted to defray the expence of their journey, and the 
,<armge of their eft&ts ; and the remainder to be applied in 
the building or providing houfes for th^tr reception : and 
Jwhereas we did hy the Jaig memorial before *the lords of his 
Majesty's Privy Council, Who, by their refolution of the 27th 
day of September laft, cxpreffive of the importance of the 
■objeift, and the advantages t© be fecured to this kingdom by 
the acceffion of a body of refpeftable citizens, and to its con>- 
merce by #ie introduction of a manufacture fo extenfive and 
^beneficial, and by the immediate acquifition of a very mate- 
rial addition to the national wealth, did unanimoufly requeft, 
jthat his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to take the fame 
into his royal consideration, and to adopt fizch meafures in 
this cajc as to his Majefty's great wifdom fhould feem meet : 
and we having tranfmit ted the faid memorial and refolution 
io be laid before the King, :h*s Majefty hathheen gracioufly 
j>leafed to fignify his royal approbation of the defign afore- 
said, founded upon principles £0 truly intefefting to juftice 
and humanity 3 and of his royal difpofrtion to induce the fai£ 
merchants, artifts, and manufacturers, citizens, or inhabi- 
tants of ^Geneva, to fettle in Ireland, under the conviction* 
that by their civil, and religious principles, their induftry, and 
jtheir loyalty, they would materiallvxon^rib^te^to'tl^ advan- 
tage of this kingdom.: 

Thefe are, therefore, to pray and to empower you to con- 
fult together, and to report unto us what agreements, regula- 
tions, warrants, and authorities will, in your opinion, be ne- 
.ccfTary an$ proper for carrying his Majefty's gracious inten- 
tions into execution^ under the heads following, viz. 

ift. For the grant of a fum of fifty thoufand pounds to, 
certain ftate-ofBcers, and to certain of the nobility and gen-. 
try of this realm, together with the fix commifHoners now in 
this kingdom from the Gcnevans-r-the faid fum to be grant- 

Vol J. . X *' * ed 
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ed to them in truft for the ufe of the Genevans fettling in 
this country —whereof a fum, not exceeding one half, is to 
be applied to the charges of their journey, and the carriage of 
their effe&s ; to be diftributed by the faid commiffioners, in 
fuch proportion as they (hall think equitable, upon the con- 
fideration of the circumftances, the character, and the talents 
of each emigrant ; and the remainder to be expended in the 
building a town, and fettling them therein. 

idly* To confider the rights, privileges, franchifes, and 
immunities to be granted to the inhabitants of the faid new* 
intended town ; and fo foon as the faid general fyftem fliall 
have been fubmitted to, and approved of by us, then to pre* 
pare a draught of a charter, which will be referred to the. 
confidcration of his Majefty's law fervants for their opinion, 
and afterwards fubmitted to his Majefty for his royal appro- 
bation, granting to the faid citizens of the New Geneva, the 
cftablifliment of magiftrates, councils, or aflemblies, with 
powers for regulating their internal concerns in fuch manner 
as (hall be moft agreeable to the laws under which they lived 
happily in their own country, and as (hall be agreeable to the 
difoofitions of the people ; obferving neverthelefs, that, in. 
noinftance whatfoever, fuch municipal laws, or regulations, 
be repugnant to the laws of this kingdom \ and, in cafe that 
it (hould be neceffary to apply to Parliament for farther pow- 
ers for carrying fuch charters, or purpofes into execution, 
then to prepare a draught or fcheme of fuch bill or bills as 
may be neceffary tp be fubmitted to the Legiflature. 

3<31y. To confider in what manner a fufficient portion of 
land (hall be fecured to the faid citizens of Geneva ; to exa- 
mine and recommend witji all expedition a fituation for their, 
new town, and to confider and prepare every arrangement 
w hich may expedite the conftru&ion of it ; and to report by 
what mode the perfons arriving in this kingdom {hall from 
time to time be accommodated, until the new town, or a fuf- 
ficient 
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ikient portion thereof, (hall be eretted for their reception ; 
as alfo, in what manner the laid houfes (hall be distributed 
*o individuals, or a fufikient portion of ground to thofc who 
may wifti to build at their own expence ; and in what manner 
the freedom of the new -town ftiall be fecured to fuch perfons 
(having been citizens or inhabitants of Geneva, and pofTefled 
of thofe qualifications of conduit and of morals upon which 
the fucceis of this eftablifhment muft depend) as are not yet 
arrived or naturalized ; fo that, upon their arrival and natu- ' 
ralizatioo, they {hall be entitled to the benefits of th.fe body 
corporate aforefaid. \ 

Aq4 whereas young perfons of rank and fortune, from alj 
parts of Europe, reforted to the city of Geneva, to profit 
from the fyftem of education eftabliflied there, under profef- 
fors of eminence in ufeful and liberal ftudies arid accompiifb- 
menjtsj and whereas a fchool or academy formed upon the 
fame principles in this kingdom would forward his Majefty's 
gracious difpofitions for the encouragement of religion, vir- 
tae, and fcience, by improving the education and early habits 
of youth, and would remove the inducements to a foreign 
education ; and being conduced with that attention to mora- 
lity and virtue which hath diftinguHhed the eftablifhments 
in that city, may at trait foreigners to refide in this kingdom 
for the like purpofe, we do farther pray and empower you to 
confider and digeft a plan for a fchool and academy of edti* 
cation to be eftablifhed in thenew colony, and to make a part 
of the conftitution hereof, under fuch inftitution and regula- 
tions, and with fijeh privileges as may beft contribute to thip 
Aids hereby propofed. 

And we do pray and empower you, that, after having gi* 
ven thefe fubjefts in general the fulleft confideration, you do 
report unto us a particular detail of what fhali be thought 
rooft fitting to be granted and ordered for the advantage and 
jMicouragement of the Genevans fettling in this kingdom afore- 

Y 2 faid, 
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faid, and for the welfare and profpetity of the irtw eofeny, 
that the neceffary reprefentations thereupon may be bid be- 
fore bis Majefty without lofs of time ; fo that every facility 
may be given to the adoption of every meafure calculated to 
give the faid citizens of Geneva the fulleft proofs of hk Ma«- 
jetty's royal protection and regard. 

Given under our hand and feal of arms, at bis Majefty's 
Cattle of Dublin, the 4th day of April, 1783. 

By his Excellency's command, 

$. Hamilton. 

Xbe following Jetter was received by Mr. D'lvernob, from 
Mr. Secretary Hamilton : 

Pufilin tafile % Augujl 18, 1 783, 

Sir, 

I am commanded by my I^ord Lieutenant to acquaint you, 
that he hasfigned a warrant to the proper officers to make 
out the draught of a commiffion, to be fubmitted to his -Ma- 
jefty for his royal signature, appointing the fcveral noblemen 
and gentlemen who are to be entrufted with the fettlement 
in this kingdom of the colony of Genevans, as alfo the 
draught of a rpyal letter, granting the fum o^ 5O,0O4>h to 
thofe conimiiEoners for that purpofe. 

His Excellency has alfo given farther dire&ions to, th$ 
Prime Serjeant, Attorney, and Solicitor General, to prepare 
a draught of a grant of a charter of incorporation for the 
faid colony, and draught of fuch bills to be laid before the 
Parliament at their next meeting, as (hall be requifitc fqr 
effecting the feveral purpofes defired. 

His Excellency has at the fame time commanded me to 
affureyouof his cordial difpofition to the new fettlement, 
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and of his intention to forward every meafure which fhali b$ 
neceflary for the protection and encouragement of the colony, 
with as much difpatch as the neeeffary forms in a bufinefs of 
fo much importance will admit* 

I have the honour to be, • 

With great regard, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 

S. Hamilton* 

It was apprehended that this kingdom would have derived 
considerable advantage by this intended fettlement of inge- 
nious artifts and manufacturers ; but the event did not an- 
fwer general expectation. 

The appointment of Earl Temple to the Vicegerency met 
alfo with general approbation -, the public expected much 
from a nobleman of his character ; and during the fhort 
period of his continuance in this kingdom, he applied bim- 
felf to a diligent enquiry into the conduct of perlbns in dif- 
ferent departments, and the eftablifhment in fome degree, 
of that fyftem of ceconomy, which had been long defired, 
and was fo indifputably neeeffary ; but a few months termi- 
nated his adminiftration here, for in April, 1783, he was 
fucceeded in his important office by the Earl of Northington. 



Y 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIV. 



Dijfolution of Parliament. — A new one ajfembled in Ocloter, 1 783. 
— Lord Lieutenants Speech. — Vote of Thanh to Lord Temple. 
— His Anfwer. — Motion for retrenchment negatived. — Motion 
for an Addrefs to his Majejly relative to military expences. — Ar- 
guments of Mr. Flood) Mr, Grattan, &fir. 



/*\N the 25th July, 1783, the Parliament was diflblvcd* 
and anew one aflembled the 14th Oftober following. — 
The Right Hon. Edmond Sexton Pery was re-elefted Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons. The Lord Lieutenant opened 
this feffion with the following fpeech : 

u My Lords and Gentlemen, # 

, « It is with more than ordinary fatisfaftion that, in obe- 
dience to his Majefty's commands, I meet you in the full 
pofleflion and enjoyment of thofe constitutional and commer- 
cial advantages which have been fo firmly eftablifhed by 
your laft Parliament. The facred regard, on the part of 
Great Britain, to the adjuftment made with Ireland at that 
period, has been abundantly teftified by the moft unequivocal 
proofs of fincerity and good faith. 

« It 

• Comrn, Journ. Vol. izx. 
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«* It will ever be my wifh, as it is my duty, to promote 
the mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and the uniting 
them in fentiments as they are in intcreft, fuch an union 
rauft produce the moil folid advantages to both, and will add 
vigor and ftrength to the empire. 

c< I fincerely congratulate you on the happy completion of 
his Majefty's anxious endeavours to reftore the bleffings of 
peace to his faithful people. The eftablifliment of the pub^ 
lie tranquillity is peculiarly favourable at this period, and 
will naturally give fpirit and effect to your commercial pur- 
fuits. Both kingdoms are now enabled to deliberate with 
undivided attention on the fureft means of increafing their 
profperity, and reaping the certain fruits of reciprocal 
affe&ion. 

« I have the higheft fatisfa£tion in acquainting you of the 
increafe of his Majefty's domeftic happinefs, by the birth of 
another princefi. 

u Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons ^ 

" I have ordered the proper officers to lay the national 
accounts before you. From thence you will be enabled to 
judge of the circumftances of the kingdom ; and I rely 
upon your wifdom and loyalty to make fuch provifion as (hall 
be fitting for the honourable fupport of his Majefty's go- 
vernment. 

u My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

« The miferies of an approaching famine have been 
averted by the bleffing of Divine Providence upon the mea- 
sures which the Privy Council advifed ; the good effects of 
which were foon vifible in the immediate reduction of the 
Y 4 price 
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price of grain, and the influx of a- valuable and neceflarf 
{apply to the market. Any temporary infringement of the 
laws to ef&& fuch falutary ends, willy I* doubt not, receive » 
parliamentary fanftion; 

" Among the many important objects which demand your 
attention, I recommend to your consideration laws for regu- 
lating the judicature of the Court of Admiralty; and for 
making a new eftabliihrnent of the Poft Office. 

« The linen manufacture being the ftaple of your couibr 
fry,- it is needlefs for me to recommend perfeyeraince in th? 
improvement of that moft important article. 

" The fifhery on your coaffs will claim your attention as 9. 
promifing-fource of wealth to this kingdom, and the encou- 
ragements granted to it will, no doubt, be regulated by yoi» 
in the manner moil likely to produce the btft effect, and 
lead fubjeft to fraud and impofitioru <l 

« The Proteftant Charter Schools, air inffitution founded 
ki wifdom and humanity* are alio moft eminently entitled to» 
your care- 

« I recommencf likewHe to* your attention the propofal? 
adopted by Government for providing an arylum for the cKf- 
trefled Genevans. It well becomes the generality of the 
people of Ireland to extend their protection to ingenious and 
induftrious men, who may prove a valuable acquifition to this 
country, which they have preferred to their own. But in 
forming this eftablifliment, you will doubtkfi confider it as a 
part of your duty to avoid unneceflary expence, and ulti- 
mately to fecure the utmoft advantages to your country. 
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w I anticipate the grcatefi national benefits from the wif-r 
dom and temper of Parliament, when I coafider that the. 
general election has afforded you an opportunity of obfervt 
ing the internal circumftances of the country, and of , judg«» 
ing by what regulations you may beft increaft its induftry, 
encourage its manufactures, and extend its coiyu&erce. 

" In the furtherance of objects fo very defirable to your-? 
felves, I affure you of every good difpofition on my part j 
fenfible that in no manner I can better fulfil the wifhes and 
commands of our gracious fovereign, than by contributing 
to the welfare and happiriefs of his loyal fubje&s. With an 
honeft ambition of meriting your good opinion, and with 
the warmed hope of obtaining it, I have ventured upon my 
prefent arduous fituation, and with fentiments pure and dif- 
interested towards you, I claim your advice and firmly rely 
upon your fupport." 

Alt the commencement of this feffion a motion was made 
and agreed to, that the thanks of the Houfe of Common* 
(hould be given to George Earl Temple^ for the eminent inte- 
grity and wifdom with which he admin iftered the affairs of 
this kingdom during the period of his government, and fee 
his unremitting zeal and afliduity manifefted in every object 
regarding the welfare of Ireland. To this vote of thanks 
Lord Temple returned the following anfwer, directed to the 
Speaker: 

« Stowe, Oflober 23*/, 1783. 
"SIR, 

" I am honoured with your letter of the i6tb, index- 
ing the refolution of the Houfe of Commons of the 15th. 
inftant. 

« I muft requeft you to convey to the Houfe my fincere 
and grateful acknowledgments for this diftinguifhed mark of 

their 
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their goodnefs to me -, my feelings of honeft ambition are 
amply gratified by the approbation of his Majefty and of the 
kingdom whofe interefts he was pleafed to commit to my 
care •, and the only return which I can make for the flatter- 
ing teftimony which you have tranfmitted} is the afliirance 
of my unremitting attention to the interefts of Ireland, which 
inuft be ever dear to me, and my fervent wi(h for the conti- 
nuance of the dignity and authority of your honourable 
Houfe. 

. '« Permit me to add my fulled fenfe of the very favour- 
able exprHfions in your letter, and to affure you of the high 
refpect and regard with which 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your very obedient humble fervant, 

NUGENT TEMPLE.* 

«. A motion was ineffectually made, that it be " Refilved 
that the condition of this kingdom requires that all practical 
retrenchments be made in its expences, cbnliftent with the 
interefts of the kingdom, and the honourable fupport of his 
•Majefty's Government."— The faft was, that the then ftate 
of tue military eftablifiuncnt was confidered by many as ex- 
ceedingly burdenfome to the nation ; and accordingly a 
committee was appointed to enquire into the application of 
the money granted for that eftablifhaient, who having made 
their report — it was m«ved : 

« That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, ' 
laying before his Majefty the faid report ; expreffing alio 
that an augmentation of his Majeft/s army hath taken place 
J in this kingdom, whereby the military expences thereof have 

been confiderably encreafed. — That this nation hath been 
running fafter and fafter into debt, and notwithftanding 

great 
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great additional burdens by new taxes, hath yet been unable 
to reftrain the public expences within the limits of the public 
income ; — and humbly fubmitting to his Majefty's royal wif- 
dom and paternal benevolence, that it is the wifh and prayer 
of his faithful Commons, thatthe opportunity of the prefent 
conjuncture may not be omitted, for making fuch reduction 
in the peace cftablifhment of the army, and fuch retrench- 
ment of military expences, as may enable his Majefty's faith- 
ful Commons, by a juft ceconomy in all other points, to pre*- 
vent the perpetual accumulation of national debt — a fyftenx 
ruinous in the end to the moil opulent nation, but fpeedily 
deftruftive to a kingdom fo limited in its reiburces as this."— 
This motion was negatived — and we fhali here ftate the fub- 
ftance of what was offered by two of the principal fpeakers 
on the fubjecT:. 

Mr. Flood (who fupported the motion) fpoke thus * 

" Notwithstanding the late hour, and the fuffocation with 
which we are at prefent. threatened in thisHoufe, and which 
will, 1 truft, in future be prevented by fome contrivance to 
admit the freih air without danger of cold, I cannot avoid 
offering to your confideration, a plan which will introduce a 
fyftem of oeconomy into the ftate, and thereby enable this 
country to avoid that abyfs of poverty and wretchednefs with 
which, through the mifmanagement of the minifter and cor- 
ruption of his fatellites, we are now threatened. A military 
reduction J confider as affording the only foiid ground for 
oeconomy. To reduce the civil lift, would befrivolous, piti- 
ful, undeferving the name of oeconomy, and therefore ought 
to bring contempt on fuch as would venture to reft foicly 
there — not that I think the civil lift ought to efcape the prun- 
ing hand of this Houfe, for every little will help— but fo ma- 
terially 

* Parliam. Rcgr. Vol. IL 
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teriallydo ourprefent expenditures exceed our income, that 
the whole civil lift being ftruck off, would by no means equal 
them : — to begin with it therefore is ridiculous — that this is 
the proper time for entering on this difcuffioa nc man can 
deny ; if we wait till the committee of fupply fit, we (hail be 
fold it is too late 5 fo rapid and eonftant too has our extrava- 
gance been, that no time ihould be loft in interpofing o» 
behalf of our country. In the year 1775 you were not in 
4ebt— in the beginning of the late war you were not in dsbt 
—at the conclufiofi of the war you owed but 500,0001. yet 
in the time of peace you quadruple that debt, notwithstand- 
ing the people and manufactures were burdened with new 
and exceffive taxation. Your revenue has- encreafed, and 
your debts have kept pace with it 5 fince the augmentation^ 
was voted, this has been regularly the courfe of things 5 let 
the virtue then of 1783 correfl the abufes of 1762 — the 
caufes of which originated in the breach of the minffter of 
the day — a man as fubtle as he was crafty — a man who* 
wanting natural, fubftituted pecuniary influence — who un- 
connected in this country, had great connexions to oppofe > 
thus fituated, he at firft carried his ideas fo far that he appli- 
ed for an augmentation of 20,000 men — but this was fo truly 
laughable, that it was fcouted at ; this unreafonable plan was 
reduced to 15,020 men — but forefeeing that it would not be; 
eafy to carry even this point at one ftroke, he artfujly intro- 
duced a refolution, that 12,000 men were neceflary for the 
defence of this country, knowing that we dare.not meddler 
with the 3 500 which we had always paidfer England ; thu* 
did we become dupes to his ambition, and were faddled with 
an army of officers, not privates— an army of expence, not off 
ufe — an army of the minifter, not of the people. 

" I know arguments will be found to prove that all this* 
was expedient, and that the great number of officers and re- 
giments 
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giments are neceflary ; but I will only afk, would tbe King 
of Pruffia (and though I highly honour and refpeft the Rt. 
Hon. Gentleman who commands our army, it is no difgrace 
to fit him the example of the King of Pruffia) a& 4b ? No — 
I fay, the King of Pruffia, who is on all hands allowed to un- 
4erftatid military matters as well as any individual now alive* 
differ* wkkiy from us m the regulation of his army ; in it the 
proportion of privates to officers is not as outs is, nearly 
double to- what it is in our army 5 no--we know that he ha* 
not one- fourth our number of officers in proportion* to hiaf 
•troops. Some regulation to this effeft might alfo afford 
ground for confiderable retrenchment, and for one fuch 
regulation it fhould meet my fupport, merely in compliment 
totbe opinion of that great man ; and his opinion we may 
^eafily colleft from his practice. Now if the prefent diftreffiM 
ftate of our finances be traced to this fource — if a faulty mili- 
tary eftablifhment, encreafed by a more faulty augmentation, 
be thecaufe of our enormous debt, the time of peace is furely 
the proper time to apply a remedy ; but that this buiinefi 
may not depend merely upon what J fay, I have it in my 
power to apply to the records of the Houfe for corroborating 
teftimony. In the year 1768, there was a committee (of the 
greateft confequence, if we confider the men who compofed 
itj to take this queftion into confideration ; J fhall call for 
their report, in which you will fee the greateft abufes expo* 
fed— you will fee that our expences outran our revenues 
150,000!. per annum before the augmentation, and that fine* 
jthat time wc have increafed in extravagance ioo,ooqL mpr* 
per annum, making each feffi on 500,0001. increafe of o*f 
debt ; as, therefore, it is in this department our great c** 
pence lies ? it is by retrenching this we can hope effectually t* 
Ferve the nation, to prevent her from bankruptcy, and fav* 
her from rnin : and is there any man who will fay this ought 
not to be done, pr that it is not a confammation devoutly to 
pc wifhed ? 
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" In the civil lift we may indeed make fome trifling re- 
trenchments, but nothing that can eflentially relieve the na^ 
tion. Is there any man who will fay, that 1 2,000 men may 
not be maintained as heretofore ? No, nor will any man fay 
that what we could fave by oeconomy and retrenchment, 
ftiould be thrown away upon a military eftablilhment, when 
it might be applied to other meafures infinitely more benefi- 
cial to the nation.— Mr. Flood then moved, that the clerk 
fhould read the report of the committee appointed in 1768, 
to coufider the military eftablifbment of this kingdom and 
the expence .thereof. 

{The clerk then read at the table (he report of the com? 
xnittee in 1768] after which 

"The Attorney General faid, that the committee of fiipply, 
which would fit on Thurfday, would be a more proper place 
for bringing on a bufinefs of the kind, as it might be there 
more fully and properly debated. 

Mr. Flood faid, that the prefent was the moment proper— ». 
that when there was no Irifh mutiny bill, the committee of 
fupply would have been the place ; but he brought it on thus 
early, and in full Houfe, that the Minifters both here and in 
England might fee the inability of the nation, and be prepa- 
red accordingly ; after which he intended an humble addref* 
to his Majefty, ftating thevreport of 1^68, and the increafed 
difability of the country to maintain fo great an army in time 
of profound peace, and humbly praying his Majefty to re* 
ftore the due proportion between the refources and expence$ 
of the kingdom. He did not mean to fpecify the minute 
articles of reform, but in general words to fay, that a re- 
trenchment in the military eftablifhment is abfolutely ne?elr 
fory. 

CTlMS 
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[The report of the committee in 1768, ftating tbeburden- 
fome military eftabliihment as the caufe of the great national 
inability and diftrefs, was then read by the clerk,] where- 
upon 

Mr. Flood moved, That an humble addrefs (hould be 
prefented to his Majefty, ftating the fame, and that fince an 
augmentation has taken place, additional burdens had been 
laid on, by which we have been prevented from making any 
efFe&ua! retrenchment, but have much increafed the expence 
of the nation 

Mr. Denis Browne. — I entirely coincide in the motion of 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, and if Mjnifters do not, 
I fliall expeft to fee them abandoned by many gentlemen 
who are at pre&nt feated around them, and many on this 
fide, who are well difpofed to fupport them in every effort for 
the welfare of Ireland. England now totters under an enor- 
mous debt ; by frugality we may be enabled to affift her in 
the hour of diftrefs ; but by reducing our army we' do not 
reduce our ftrengtb, for, if 50,000 men were wanted for the 
common caufe, we could immediately have them. If Go- 
vernment oppofe this great oscqnomi^l meafure, it muft 
appear to this Houfe tfyat (heir intentions and declarations 
are widely different - f and J have no doubt but many refpeft- 
able gentlemen, whom I fee difpofed to concur with the pre- 
sent Ad mini ft ration, wijl abandon if. 

I therefore conjure Minifters, by every hope they enter- 
tain of fuccefs, find the Members of this Houfe, bywery tie 
that binds them to their country, that they will cafe the na- 
tion as much as may be,- of the military expence. The 
country whofe circulating cafli is but one million and an half 
icannot bear the eftabliihment ; this is the favourable mo- 
ment to reduce it *, we want not an army to defeat us, nei- 
ther 
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tber do we want an army o t observation, watching a favour- 
able moment to enflave us. 



Mr. Flood was replied tp by many Members, but we ihaH 
notice only the arguments, of Mr. Grattan. — 

" I rife (faid he) to fpeak on this fubjefl, which has bee* 
frequently before theJHoufc already. Thequeftion is, will 
you withdraw from the common caufe, that quota of troop* 
which you hitherto have maintained? Are the circumftanccs, 
of the country fuch as you think demand it, and if you are 
irazy enough to think fo, will his Majefty afent to that opi- 
nion ? There never was a time when we could make redue? 
fk>n with a worfe grace, becaufe this country is now as emi- 
nently happy in trade, as Britain is the reyerfe. 

u In 1769, England poffdFed, almoft anrivaljed, thetrttM 
of afll the world. She pofleffed America, and owed one hun ? 
<!re>d and fifty millions lefs than (he owes at prefeftt. Ire r 
land had no trade at all, and her conftitution was denied j— 
yet at that day it was thought wjfe to augment the army j 
and fhalf we reduce it now when we have obtained a free 
eonftittrttoTT — a free trade — when we have obtained a Judges* 
bill^ — a c limited mutiny bill— an habeas corpus bill — when 
every thing we have demanded, has been conceded ? Shall 
we in that moment withdraw our quota of troops? Before 
fhe obtained thofe advantages, we faid to Britain, that pro- 
vided ftie would acknowledge our conftitutionai and com- 
mercial rights, we would ftatid or fall with her. And whei| 
they have been acknowledged to the full fatisra&ion of every 
man, it is propofed to withdraw the fupport of our army.— 
Soppofe iftftead of faying we will ftand or fall with Britain, 
we had faid, « and when thofe things (hall be done, (when 
u tow rights jhatt be acknowledged and eftabliflied) we will then 

*f if* 
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« in return withdraw from you the fupport of our army ;" — 
and yet in effect, this is the propofal at prerent made. 1 do 
not entirely agree in all that has bead iajid of gratitude ; we 
owe no gratitude but for the plantation trade, but this w& 
owe ta EnglancJ. and tQ. q*t own Hefi9ujy4fa* w Jfadtt iwt \. 
dej^rtfrom an old wwqBt. Tbe QMf of E»gH»d profc&s 
our tnulc, and w^ a* w eqmvateot* gay- 7<ty°ook a yw to 
maintain the troops 4$ftine4 to ferve m tfc* plaotations.-^- 
This is not a dear pur^aft for partafeift& ftat wkfch haft soft 
England fo many miliums. Has fuccaft made us niggardly, 
and (hall we become unkind to England ju ft at the moment 
{he ^has fhewn kindnefs to us ? We have indeed held out the 
language of magnanimity to England, and (hall we fail in the 
performance ? — no, there are many other places to make re- 
trenchment ; we grant a penfion lift of 8o,oool. a year, yet 
complain of 70,000!. paid to an army—paid . for the proteo 
tion of theBritim navy. We may indeed make very great? 
reductions in the army extraordinaries. We .may make 
great reductions in tike revenue department, and in others.— . 
Thofe reductions will, I itruft, far exceed the pay of our 
augmentation. Thefe are retrenchments that ought to be 
made— but the number of our forces ought not to £e.41au- 
mflied." ' '' 

tTheifdufe hatkr g divided, there* w^rcfbrtBe motion 58, 
againft it 13?. 



V*uL : Z CHAP. 
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chap. xv. 

Proceedings in Sejfhnt) 1783^ Protesting Duties propofed.—* 
New importation agreements. Dungannon meeting and refo+ kS 
lutions. Addrefs to the provinces of Afunfier 9 Xeinfier^ and 
€ennaught. * National Convention ajjimbledat Dublin. ' Bill 

:ftt a Reform- introduced by Mr. Flood* Debates thereupon* 

. Adire/s to bis Majtfly. Anfwer thereto. 



EARLY in the fcffion of 1783 it was confideifcd that . 
proiecJin^dviies were become nece&ry in fupport of our . 
trade— and indeed the manufacturers, particularly in Dub- . 
lin, were at this time in a ftafie of great diftrefs ; the public 
was therefore vqry ( defiroip that this meafure Cbould be adopts ; 
ed, and it was fhortly urged byjSir John Blaquiere* Sir Ed- 
ward Newenham, and others. <♦ 

The Attorney General made the uftfai motions for 
the new and old additional duties on beer, ale, ftrpng Vaters, . 
tea, coffee, Eaftjlndia'commodities, &c. to continue from the 
25th of December j 1783, to the 15th of March, 1785. — 
Previous to which he told the Houle, that as he proceeded, 
he would declare any alteration or new duty. 

He faid, that in order to encourage the breweries of Ire- 
land, an additional duty of two (hillings and feven pence, 
per barrel of 3 1 gallons, was propofed to be laid on all ale 
and beer imported into this, country from Great Britain, 

which 
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which exaCtly charged Britifh be$r on the whole 48. )d. the 
barrel, the amount of our inland excife. 

Mr. Hartley exprejSed a wHh, that the beer, as well as 
every other manufacture of Great Britain, was charged with 
the fame duty in this kingdom as the like manufacture from 
hence paid t& England* - 

Sir Hercules Lahgrtfhe faid, that formerly one (hilling per 
barrel was requefted as a protection, but. refufed ; and he 
thought great praife was due. to thoft who propofed fuch an 
effectual protection as the pf efefrt* 

Sir John Blaqukre (aid, he rejoiced to fee one protecting' 
duty brought forward fo fairly by the minifter. He looked 
upon protecting duties as the great means of rafting the 
kingdom to coufeqpence* He faid he was fuch an old faftii- 
oned fellow as to be perfectly fatisfied with the old conftitu- 
tion r and thought that provided due attention was givqn to 
the 'encouragement of our trade and manufactures, this 
country might enjoy every blefling under that conftitution, 
old as it was. He thought alfo that the fyAem of Britifh. mi? 
nifters towards Ireland was milch altered for the better ;— 
he himfelf had been fent by a Lord Lieutenant that was ex- 
tremely well fiipported and connected, to negotiate this very 
bufinefs in England, and the words of the Britifli minuter 
then were — « Don't attempt to touch the Brkiih brewery -, 
to touch it is to injure the revenue of the ftate, and that you 
muft not fuppofe we will ever cohfent to do." He therefore 
thought that the obligation totheprefent minifters fortius 
favour was very great indeed. 

Notwtthftanding what was urged on this, fuhjeCt, andge~ 
nerally;expcCled by the kingdom* the bufinefs of pretexting 
duties fell to the ground -, iri confluence of which new im-v 

Z a ; portation 
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portatioh, agreements frcrm England .again became ge* 
neral. 

The Norihlngtoh adniiniftration oppofed both the proteft- 
ing duties, and a reform in Parliament, the latter of whick 
became how an objeft of geherat attention, to which the 
whole kingdom became now directed by the foHbwing pro- 
ceedings. 

On the 8th Sept. 17*3, a meeting was held at Dungan- 
non, confifting of about five hundred delegates returned 
from 248 volunteer corps in the province of Ulfter. — Colonel 
James Stewart of the Tyrone regiment, having taken the 
chair, the following refolutions were imanimoufly entered 
into ; , 

1. " That freedom is Ihe indefeafibfe right of Iri(hmeri and 
of Britons, derived from the Author of their being, and of 
which no power on earth, much lefe a delegated power, 
hath a right to deprive them* 

5. « That THEY ONLY are free who- are governed by nor 
laws but thofe to which they afenty either by themfelves 
in perfon, or by their reprefentatives freely chofen, fub- 
jeft to the controul, and frequently returning into the 
common mafs, of constituents. 

• ' m • 

3. " That the majority of our Houfe of Commons is not 
chofen by the people, but returned by thfc wwdate of 
Peers or Commoners, either for indigent boroughs where 
fcarce any inhabitants exift, or confiderable cfties or towns 
where the eledtive franchife is veiled ?n a few, who are 
thus fuflered to place the higheft trufts of fockty^ againfl 
the jntereft and will of the many, in the bands of men 
who feldom aft as if they considered themfelves account-* 
able for their conduit to the people. 

7. « That 
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£. *' That by die ancient confutation of oar Parliament* - 
defti«n f for xcprefen Wives were for centuries ANNUAL* - 

- and m>rasmy inftanccs more frequent, juid the exerctfe of 
fuffrage among freemen more univerfal. . 

5. & That every approach to thofe fundamental principles 

* tends to a renovation pfj not an innovation in the conftt- 
tutiom ♦ 

(6, " That the elective fraachUe ought of rright to extend to 
all thofe, and thofe only, who are likely to exercifcit for 
the public good? j , , 

7. " That the prefent .inadequate xeprcfentation, and the 

• long duration of PUrliaiberits, deftroy that balance which, 
by our conftitution,fhouldfubfift between the, three efiatcs 

' of the legislature, render the Commons' houfe indepen- 
dent of the people, procure certain majorities in favour of 
€?ery adjainiftration, and threaten either an absolute mor 
^nanchy, or, thatftiil more odious governing,, an artfto- 
cracy. ...... 

£. " That therefore the prefent imperfecT: representation, 
* ' and /the long duration of Parliaments, ARE' UN- 
. CONSTITUTIONAL, and httokraU* QRIEYAN- 
£ES. 

;«. « That ** the voice of the Commons of Ireland is no 
lefs neceflary for every legislative purpose, than that of 
either the King or Lords, the people have ajuft and inbe* 
^pent right to correft tbe.abufcs of .reprefentation, when?. 
ever fuch abufes /hall have fo increafed, as. to rob 
them of their constitutional {hare in their own govern- 
jnent. * • . 

Z 3 jlq, « That, 
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io. « That it is the intcreft of Parliament itftlf to eflfcft * 
fubftantial reform! as the very exifteace of that aflcmbly 
muft become precarious when it ihall iofe the confidence 
of the people,, to whom . it originally owed its creation, 

and frooj whom alpqe its powers are derived* 

n.« That we folemnly pledge "ourfelve* to each other and 
to our country, to feek a fpeedy and effectual redraft of 
our grievances, and to co-operate with our fellow-fubjefts 
in every exertion neceflary to obtain it. — We call fo^ the 
aid of every upright fenator , of e*tary man whether ia 
Ifdand or Great Britain, who bears, or wiihes to acquire 
the title of a FREEMAN, 

• is. " That we have attended with admiration to the nobjeg 
thbugh hitherto ineffectual efforts of thofe illuftrious cha- 
racters and virtuous citizens, who in England and Scotland 
ftrenuoufty labour to procure redrefs of fimilar grievances. 
—May 'the examples of the fjftcr nations mutually ani- 
mate the inhabitants of each to pctfesere, with unremit- 
ting ardour, until the glorious labour be finally com- 
pleted ! 

i^. u That a commit tee*(of five perfqoffrpm each county) < 
be nowchofen (by ballot) to reprefent this province in a 

6 r ™4 

t The following gentlemen yrere accordingly nominated, viz. 



Antrim JXkgaUs. 

Col. Q'Nall 
$ ieut* Col. Sbarman 
Col. Rowley 
Papt. W. Todd Jones 
Col. T.'M. Jones 
XhntgaL 

Col. A. Montgomery 
JCol. John Hamilton 
Col. A. Stewart 
tot. R M«Ciifitock 
JUcat, Col. Ncfbj*|i 



Armagh. 

Karl of Charlemont 
Iieut. Col. Brownlow 
Sir Capel Molytfeau* 
Lieut. Col. Sir W.fynnot 
Capt. Dawfon" 

JD>ow$. 
Col. Rqb : ert Stewart 
Capt. Mat. Ford, jun. 
Major Crawford 
CoL Pat; Savage 
Capt. Gawin Hamilton 



Cavmn, 
J*prd Faroham 
Hon. J. ). Maxwell 
Capt. F. Sa under fon 
Co). 9. Montgomery 
Capt. H. Clements 
Fermanagh* 

CW.lrwtn 

Col. Sir Arthur Brooke 
Capt. A. C. Hamilton •- 
Jaibn Hazard, Efq* • 
Capt. James Armftfong 
* LtntUndtrry . 
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- *,fgmA national contention, \6 be held sit noon in the 

ilojral Exchange it Dublin, on^he iota, day of November 

- nefct, towbichwe truft each of the other provinces will 
fend delegate!, to digeft and publifh a plan of parliamen- 
tary reform— to pnriue fuch medures as may appear tp 
them moft likely to TendcHt effectual — to adjourn from 

* time totime-^and convene provincial meetings if found 
'' l^eceffar^.f ; ' 

Refolved unanimously, . 

« That it be an inftru&on to faid Committee, that dip 
delegates frcun each county do prepare, and carry with them 
.to the nat^oaal convent*?!?, ^n account of ^11 the cities, town*, 
^nd boroughs in /^s pj^ince: J.he mode of ejection at prf- 
fent in fuch as return, members to parliament : as near as 
-. may be, tr^c proportionate number of Protectant and Ronian 
Catholic inhabitants in , each ; and a cjfojeglure^pf &eir com* 
garatiyejprpnerties/ . 

4* Tiiat we are decided in opinion that the reprefentatives 
of the people ought not in future to confent to any bill of 
/apply for a longer term than fix months,, until a compleaj 
fedrefs of the aforefaid grievances jt>e oJbtaiaegV? 

The following sujdrefs was lifeewife weed tp and puj>* 
li&cd:— " .' "*'*'• ▼ 

7> the Volunteer Armies eft^e Provinces, of ]j/lunBer % Leinjltr* 

and Connaught. 

« Fellow Subjects, . 

€ f The tranfeendant events which our united efiorts have: 

produced, prefent an eminent inflancc of the prptjpfting hand 

. "' ' " \ \* " *f 

r— 7; ; ' y - ». , >,.!,.' — > 

Londonderry. Capt. Leckey * Col. Francis Lucj>s 

l43rd BiAog of Deny Capt. Fergufon Col. John Montgomery 

Col . Rr . faon. T. Conolly Mwaghan . Capt. Wtti . Fofter 

Col. JU.Hon. £dw. Car j Col. Chat. Powell Lcflie Col, James Hamiltoa 
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^H^wc^^ wfeilftr^he pnogreffiw TOWC **dr4be$**ral 
union of the people, naturally prompt them to revive the 
fpirk of an urafoaUod confth*titf&, and. to vindicate tfec in- 
herent right* of men* 

« The mod: important. work yet remains ; which xxgfeQ- 
ed, purjaft attainments zee tranfitory, unfubftantial, i*ie- 
cure !— an extenfion to thoufands of our fellow-citizens of a 
franchife, comprehending the veryeflence of "liberty, and 
drawing the line which precifely feparates thefreetnaa from 
' theflave. 

V 

« Sufifcr os, thM&efore, to conjure you, by every endearing 
<lscf that co*me£b man with man, wkh uhceaiing zeal to purl, 
"file otteof the moft glorious objeSs that ever' agitated the 
• human mind— -a restoration of Virtue to a fenate long una& 
cuftomed to rpeak the voice of the people'; a reftfcutitfn of . 
-t%e antient balance- of our government ; and a firm efh£ 
blifhment of the fir ft rights of nature, on the ruins of ab 
avowed corruption, at once the bane of morals, and of 
liberty. ' ' ' ' " J 5 " / ? * - 7 

«• Prom A GRAND NATIONAL COtfTONT^- 
diftmguifhed -byirrtegrky, and ifn^ir* wttV the coimgeotfc 

fpiritofthe conftitution, every bleffing mu ft refulrv -—^. 

^Wkh one voice, then, the voice of united millions, \ti Irf* 
landiSkrt her claim to FREEDOM, ' '* 

*' Through her four principal affemblies let her temperate 
declarations flow to one common centre ; arid there matured 
into an extenfive plan of reform, be produced as thefoiemn 
aft*of the VOLUNTEER ARMY OF lRELAN^ :-a 
as k ^detnand of riglits, robbed of which, the unanimated 
forms' of a free government would be a curfe, and exiftence 
itfelf ceaFe.tobea ^6^^;' ■ 

« fcti^ndV 
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' <« r Friends and countryman -! * 

■ * * *• »(■«■«- ^ 

- ** Th$ eyes of an enlightened world are this taflia* optm 
us ; Munfter has in part already led tbe-wajr ; ted miUfons 
^foaricllftw-fui3j«as ill Britain, in whom the flame of liber- 
ty ftill burns with iuftr^^boid with delight wr exertions 
in the common caufe, and in our fue^fc fee the harbinger oJF- 
their own ! . 

.«. Let the reflectbn^jthat^Greefe^the ftft of Ji^r^jw$l 
of Science— that Roine^ the naiflrefs of the world— ^now litf 
proflrate by the band of tyranny, teach Ireland wtfiiojn.— 
To our deliberative affemblics they convey arful warning ip 
be fpirited, unanimous, and firm ; left the prcfent wretched 
condition of other countriei 6e (boo the i&teof our own* 

« May the Supreme Ruler of the IJmverfe crown his 
other bleffings by being prefent with ns — by promoting 
'union and the love of our country aniong all ranks of men— 
'and by finally diredtuig our exertions to Virtue, Liberty, and 

^eace !* v ', ) >; -'" ' ?> ' '■ '' \' ' ' ' . 



The aggregate number of Volunteers reprefented at Dun- 
jgannon^ was not* lefs than i2,boo ; and as far as property 
"and rank could contribute, this meeting was as fplendid and 
jrefpeftable as the kingdom could exhibit. 

Hie mode thus propofed fey the province of Ulfter, was 
adopted by the fefl> of tHe'kirigdoin J delegate* were appoint- 
'£d tfiiifughout, who aflembfed at DiiWiti *n toth November, 
Vheri the late truly refpeftable Earl 1 Charlemorit wa* noaa- 
nat$tf their chairman. ' They proceeded to enquire into the 
fcioft eligible fyftem of parliamentary reform, and having 
fcfltered tato-a variety of refohitions-eKpf^ve of tbfeir ienri- 
u ' •'■::.:.''/' ' •' : ments 
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ments on that fubjeft, they requeued that the late Henry 
Flood would introduce a bill for that purpofe into the Houfe 
ttfComtnons. It has been faid that the Government was at 
•iirft ferieafly alarmed at this meeting of the National Con- 
vention, and that a Privy Council was fuqimoned to deter- 
mine on the propriety of arrefting both the Chairman and 
Secretary of the meeting s v b^t the meaiure having been con. 
fidered as hazardous, another expedient w?s adopted :— It 
artfully contrived to divide the opinion of the aflembly ref- 
itting theextenfion of certain privileges to Roman Catho- 
lics ; and the common intereft and (entiment of the people 
in general being thus difunitcd, the efforts of the Conven- 
tion became ultimately abortive. * 

On the 29* Nov. 17*3, Mr. FUod moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for the more equal reprefentation of the people 
in Parliament. This was immediately oppofed by the then 
Attorney General. % — cf I do not mean (faid he) to go into th$ 
difcuffion of the bill, but I would with the honourable Mem- 
ber would now ftate the neceffity there is £ojt bringing it in 
at all, and alfo who thofe perfons are who are difcontented 
with the prefent constitution, and with whom it originates, 
£or I will fay if it originates with an armed body, it is in^on- 
fiftent with the freedom of debate /or* this tloufe to receive it, 
yit fit not here to regifter the edifts of another aflembly, or 
to receive proportions at the point of the bayonet ; I admire 
the volunteers, fo long as they confine th^mfelves to their 
• firft line cf conduit ; it was their glory to preferve the do* 
tneftic peace of their country, and to render it formidable Xp 
foreign enemies— it was their glory to aid the civil inagiftrat^, 
and to fupport their Parliament ; but when they turn afide 
from this honourable cptyduft — when they form themfelv^t 
:: . . intp 

1 ■ : ■■■ f ■ ■ ' ' i. ■ ■ ' > ' , >> ■ , r ' • " . ..< 

* Hift. Irifli Affaire, vol. Ii. 
J Pariiam. Regr. VoL XL 
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into a debating focioty, and *itk that wk ijtfrutaent the 
ibayonct, probe and explore a conftitution which requires tlje 

-jiiceft hand tb touch, I own jny TtJpecl and veneration for 
.them is deftroyed, — If it will be avowed that this biliorigi- 
iiated with there, I will «Ject it at once, becaufe I confider 
.that k decides the qucfiSon, whether this Hotife, or the Con- 
tention, are the reprefentatives pf the people, and whether 
Parliament, or the, volunteers, qre.to be obeyed.—- 1 confider it 
as a queftion involving the exiftence of the conftitjution ; and 

-it is in yain, whatever may be avowed or pretended, to (hut 
our ears and eyes to what every one has feen and heard— 
armed inert walking bareheaded through the Greets under a 

' military efeort, courting the ftnUes and applaufes of the mul- 
titude, and meeting in the pantheon of divinities, the Ro- . 
tunda — for we are told it4sblifph$aay toutt^r a word againft 
them — forming committees and fub-committees — receiving 
reports and petitions, and going through all the mockery of 
parliament.— It is in vain then to pretend that this "bill is not 
their mandate ; and can any man who has the leaft regard 
for that conftitution which our anceftors purchafed with' 

'their blood, bear to fee Government forced from its centre 
by thefe reformers ? I think the time is now arrived, things 

v arc come to fuch a crlfis, that even our felf-prefcrvation, as * 
Parliament, depends on the vote we {hall now give— this it 
the fpot to make our ftand, here we muft draw our line— for 
we have retired ftep by ftep as they have advanced— we are 
now on a precipice , ancj to repede one ftep more 9 plunges u* 
into inevitable ruin. 

Sir, I lament, for the honour of my countrymen, - that they 
fiiould have chofen this period for introducing innovation or 
exciting difcontent. What is the occasion that calls forth 
their difpleafure againft the conftitution, and what is our pre* 
fept fituation ? Bleffed witl> a free trade and a free conffitu- 
u • ' tidn 
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tion; our jfeers reftored to their rights and to their bwf^ 
authority, our Judges rendered independent, the .manacles 
fallen from our Commons, all foreign controul aboliihed, we 
take our rank among nations as a free tote; and is this a time 
to aiter that cenftitutfen which has endured fo many florin*, 
and rifenfuperior to all oppressions ? Will the armed afibci*. 
tions, wife asithey may be, be able to form a better, though 
t^ey rejeik this ? Before they have for a £ngle feffion enter- 
ed into the enjoyment of it, like children, .they throw away 
.the bauble, for which, with all the eagerness of an infantine 
caprice, they have struggled $ or like fpeodthrifts, they 
would make away with their inheritance before they ent$r 
into pofleffion of it. But I will fay to the vpluntecrs, you 
ihall not throw from you the bleffings you may pofiifs ijnder 
your happy conftitption, cultivate your own profperity^nd 
<enjoy the fruits of ypur virtue, t>cat yourfwords into plough- 
shares, return to your different occupations^ leave the Sufi- 
nefs of legislation in^thpfe hands where the laws have placed 
Ait, and where you have had ample propf jt will be ufed for 
.the advantage of the country. yBut, Sir, it is in vain on the 
part of the Convention, to difdaim their intqtt of overawing 
fhe Parliament ; a pay, J ajn told tl^eir fc$Qn is not yet pr?- 
irpgued,, and perhaps they jnay meet on Monday jo/everiCe 
♦ the opinion which this Houk may give (his night, , 

£ir, 1 call upon the rjoufe to Cf ert their fpirir, and 

. vindicate their rights j I fliall call upon them in the worcb 

of a great man — " EKper^fcimini aliquando^ et capejfef 



I appeal to the candour, of gentlemen, are they fure they 
come into Parliament to deliver their fentiments as freely a? 
th^y wpulddp if they were not members of the Convention } 
or will gentlemen who are not, vote as free ? Is it decent, 
wjiile the Convention are watching to contro^i our aiUons, 
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to enter into any fubjeft that they can propofe ? I .have the 
hjjgheft refpe&for the volunteers as men, and for their for- 
mer q^fns'i but if the queftion appears tp the Houfe as it. 
dpes to xnc, -the.refult of any refolntioa^prxned at that mect-r 
ing, it is our duty tp rejeft it wjth indignation, ■ 

Mr. Flood.— .Sir, I have not mentioned the bill as being 
the bijl of any fet of mcta, or anv body of men whatfoever. — 
I am as free to enter into the difcuffion of this bill as any 
Gentleman in this Houfe, and with as little prepofleffion ia 
favour of what I (hall propofe. I prefer it to the Houfe, as 
the bill of my Right Hon. Friend who feconds me — will you 
receive* from us ? In the laft Parliament it wasordered, 
that leave be given to bring in a bill for the more equal repre- 
fentation of the people in Parliament ; this was in the Duke 
of Portland's adminiftration— an adminiftration which the 
Right IJpn. Gentleman profefies to admire, and which he 
will not fufpett of overturning the conftitution. I own from 
the turn which has been given to the queftion, I enter on it 
with the deepeft anxiety ; armed with the authority of this 
precedent, I did not think any one would be fo defperate as . 
to give fuch a violent opposition to the Ample introduction 
of a bill. I now rifej Sir, for the firft time, to fpeakupon 
the fubjeft, and I call upon every man, auditor or fpeftator, 
in the Houfe or in the galleries, to remember this truth— - 
that if the Volunteers are introduced into this debate,' it is 
not I who have done it. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman fays, if the Volunteers 
have approved it, he will oppofe it— but, I fay, I bring it ia 
as a Member of this Houfe ; fuppPrted with the powerful 
aid of the Right Hon. Gentleman who 'fits behind mi (Mr. 
Brownlow), we bring it in as Members of Parliament, never 
mentioning the Volunteers. I afk you, will you receive it 
from us, from us your Members, neither intending by any 
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thing withiA doors,- or without, to intimidate or overawe you V 
I afk, will you receive it a$ our bid, or will you conjure up* u 
a military phantom* of interpofitron ib affright yourfelvei ?— ; 
I have not introduced the Voftmfetrs, but if" the Volunteers 
are afperfed, I will defenAtheir conduct agaiftft air the world. 
By whom were the commerce and the conftitution of this 
country recovered' ? By the Volunteers. Why did not the 
Right Hon. Gentleman make a declamation* againft therrr ^ 
when they lined our ftreets, when Parliament paffed through 
ranks of thbfe virtuous armecf citizens, to demand the rights 
of an infulted nation ? Are they different men at this day, 
or is the Right Hon. Gent, different ? He was tbeti one of' 
thehr body — lie is now their accufer? He whb faw the ftreets 
lined, who rejoiced, who partook in their glory, is now their 
accufer. What has changed them fince that time ? J Are 
they lefs wife, lefs brave, lefs ardent in their country's taufc T 
or has their admirable conduft made him their enemy i Ma/ 
they not fay, we have not changed, but you have Changed f 
He cannot now bear to hear of Volu»teers — but I will ztk 
him, and I will have a Starling taught to hollor- it in his ear % 
Who got you the free trade ? Who got you the conftitution ? 
Who made you a nation ? Ttie volunteers. If they were the 
tnen you how defcribe them, why did you accept of their 
fervice ) Why did you not then accufe them ? If they were 
io dangerous, why did you pafs through their ranks, witET 
your Speaker at your -Read, to demand a conftitution ? VThjr 
did you not then fear the ills you now apprehend ? Have 
your, Lord Lieutenants refufed the fervice of thofe men ? — 
Lookback- to their offers in Lord Carlifle's administration. 
flave not fuch of them as could obtain that honour, been 
proud to be efcorted by them to thefea? And have not Par- 
liament returned repeated thanks to this body of mea, who 
arc now fo degenerated, that rectitude becomes depravity in 
them r Were not refolutions fought from thcai to give a fanc- 
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tfon to the in^Je^oale fecority of fimplercpeH^-Whcftr be-- 
frayed into wrong they wertchcriflKd— but now when right, 
oppofed. •' ' '* --i- • - J 

What do fome of th$ greateft men fe Er^fcmd fay, fpeak* 
ing of the Volunteer* ? u That the hiftdry of mankind, thc» 
annals of the world dp not furnifh fitch another glorious ex- * 
ample of pat riot ifm and moderation &" and now will any nm* 
condemn theoi* if they wi(h to crown themfelvesw^h never*, 
fading glory, and finishing their labours by rendering? perfect, 
that eonftitutjon th^t their labours have acquired? Should 
you comply, it would for ever render unneceffiuy the inter*, 
ference of fuch bodies of men as they arc. I am conscious, 
that I have not done juftice to th^t . much honoured, and,, 
much injured body of men; but be it remembered,- that it 
was not I who introduced their name : it was not I who wifhed 
to inflame your paffions when I had not arguments to fup-, 
port me : it was not I who wifhed tp debauch them on the 
fide of fear— fuch a proceeding fhews the rottennefs of the 
caufe- If the Volunteers and Parliament fhall ever be com* 
mitted, which God Almighty forbid, no great thanks will be 
due to thofe men who rep re fent the Volunteers < as endea- 
vouring to dragoon Parliament— men who endeavour to ex- 
afperate them, and if their moderation was not greater than 
th&wifdom of their accufers, great abd miferable would jbe 
the.confufion indeed ; but they have too much wifdom not 
to defpife their accufers, though I will tell the man who ac- 
cuses them, that there was a time when he was proud to join 
in their ranks, and (hare the gktry of their conduit " 

I am called on for an explanation of my plan of reform, in 

• order that exceptions may be taken to it ; but I am ready to 

explain it, and to refute all exceptions on the ground of rea- . 

fon and argument. As in this,Houfe votes, go by tale, and 

not by weight, and as the vote of the meaneft wretch that 

ev* 
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ever <Wgr*eed *fee wall* *f Earliifcttftfc, though reprtfenting * 
the moft venal bojeygh, teD&fcr a* much as thpmofk illuftri- - 
ous character, reprefenting the firft county m the kingdom*, 
the people wiflb to correft the ill effetts of this by opening 
the boroughs, and giving them an opportunity of befog^vlr- 
tuots. This is the voice of the people* and it is oppefed be- 
caafe it b the demand erf the Volunteers* but the Volunteers 
ami i he people are the fiune> they have been made eonfti- 
tutkraal by every aft, but that «f bein£ placed on your efta* " 
Mifhment, which they^dpife. Etoesany man fay, that 
there is not a pofitive aft of PairKamcrit/direfting every Pro*, 
teftant to bear arms ? And will you fay* that becaufe one- 
man fulfils more of his duty, as a citizen, than another, that - 
be ihoold lefs enjoy * citizen's privilege ? Or will any man 
fay, that hectare the Volunteers, in obedience to the tews, 
bear arms, therefore that obedience flrtrold ftrip' them of' 
their franchifcj ■ 

But who will deny that the representation of cities afed bev 
roughs demand reform i And' are plans of reform to be ft-* 
je&ed, becaufe agreeable to the Volunteers? If &, hotocatoe 
the Duke^of Psmlafad' to fend Volttntcbr Delegate* to the 
Throne with letters to deliver into the (acred ha*d of Ma* 
jefty ? And if the Duke of Portland aded thus, willttny map 
fay, that the Volunteer* have fince done any thing to trftH** 
form them into the gorgons and hydras they have been re- -' 
presented ? No, they are not changed, they are feen through 
the medium of borough intereft ; his this that has given 
them this terrible afped, it is the fordid ihtereft'of a proffi- 
tuted Government to fay they have ftrength, though it be 
the ftrength of borough-mongers } but it is the ft,rength of 
a virtuous Government to be fupported by the public good 
opinion ; a*id it is no credit to any Government to depend* 
rather on a venal Pariiantentjthatt on the honcft 1 voice of an 
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ingenuous nation. The bill fets at defiance all obje&ion ; 
lor is there a man who will fay, however political declama- 
(f&ation may attempt to mifleafl, that the conftitution wants 
tip reform ? Will any man be .found to fay, that that con- 
stitution ispe^feft, whenhetnows that the honour of the 
peerage may be obtained by any ruffian who poflefles borough 
jjptereft ? 

Mr. Flood then proceeded to trace the general outline 
of the p\vn of wibrm agreed to at the Convention, and con- 
cluded with faying,— I (hall neither endeavour to ifitk»*» 
* date npr overawe the Hoyfe, but on the contrary, I (k$k 
jmojft humbly hope* that in the infancy of your liberty* 
and beoaufc a body of men who are determined to tvett 
frith r*fpe$ that conftitution. which they have recovered 
by fortitude bear arms for their country's forvicec ^1 
hope, I fay, you will not go to fi(h for obje&ions unt jl thefo 
people QiaUdo fomcthing derogatory pf. that authority whicU 
they have eftablifhed ; no hody/>f men. cto make me f4£rm 
jfeo be right what! know to be wrong— nditfee* will I be & 
tbfurd at to deny that wl^ch I iyww 10 pp rigH becdtife 
.ether snc^i think So to*. 

tione ever agitated in this Houfe, agdl lament t^ ill tre#? 
' meat the motion haf received from the other fide, in the 
courte of which fijMch illiberal refleitio^ h^-ve been throwq 
on the feviovrsof their couptry, for their, toiejrfcre^ce to 
reform a vicioys reprefenutiou of the pepplc. Thequeftipi^ 
is, wbethtr Ireland is truly repr^fenftd. qr npt I The fenti- 
ments of all are, that we are not truly reprcfeoted, and this 
opinion has coincided with the Volunteer army, who have 
proved thcmfi$lycs the faviours of their country. We li^ve 
been told th*t no reform is neceflary ; but I deny it : Reform 
Vei J. A ? is 
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is neceflary — I am an inftance of that ncceffity of reform.— 
Arc not boroughs ibid at market like an afs or an ox ? Who 
are they that propofe it ? Some of the moil reipeftable per- 
sons in this kingdom, with one of the greateft characters in 
this, or perhaps in any other kingdom, at their head ; it is 
the voice of the people — it flibuld not be flighted j I there- 
fore give my hearty concurrence to the motion. 

Sir Hercules Lcmgrijhe faid, that it would be paying a great 
compliment to the requisition of the Hon. Member,' not- 
w>ithftanding any partiality he might entertain towards him, 
if he were to furrender every faculty of his underftaoding— 
to fliut his eyes at what every man fees*— to . ftut his ears 
• againft what every man hears — and this he muft do,, if he 
were perfuaded to treat this as a fimple propofitioir for leave 
to bring a bill into Parliament. 

The Hon, Member has ftated his plan, and it is unnecef- 
faryjo tell you it is lkerallythe plan, fhaped and fafhioned 
in another a#embly, ! and fent here through the means of two 
^refpe&able Members juft to receive the form of law. Can. 
any man, without making a furrender ais far as in him lies, 
;of tfcfee rights and estifterice of Parliament, confent to the re- 
ception 6f it under rhpfe circnmftahccs f We all know 
whence it cometh, arid whither it goeth— we have read it 19 
every newspaper, paragraph by paragraph, as it came out 
printed by 'authority ; and we are now called upon to give 
up ourfelves; and take it as the plan and proportion of two 
Hon. Members. 4 I' will never thus impofe upon myfeliF; I 
will never agree To the proportion, becaufe I know where it 
Vfi&ii* ^ te *' ' w *** n * ver a g rce t0 l ^ c P^ an » becaufe I know, 
and 4hi l lt ^°°W oe fubveriive of the conftitution. 1 I have 
k great :r 'rk* ^ or l ^ e autaor * tv ^^ Hon. Member who 
toiArf- *u * f but where is the authority that could 
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Jnffify a Member of Parliament in an attempt to demoliflr 
antient charters that have taken root in the conftitution, an& ' 
are the growth of fo many centuries ? Where is the autho- 
rity that could jnftify us in extinguifhlng or transferring' 
to others the' rights and franchifes of fhofe who fent 
*is here ? Where is the authority that could juftify an' 
attempt to alter the effential principles of a conftitution/ 
which has been the admiration aijd envy of all nations and 
all ages, arid which perhaps is the only one in the worlrf 
•that has preferred political liberty to this day ? And is there* 
(Common fenfe ia yout attempts to alter it at the vqry mo* ' 
xnent you have acquired it ? To rejett it., before you have' 
tried it ? 1 have confidered this fubjeft with all its confe- 
rences. I have ftudied the deliberations of fociety in your ' 
own country. I have travelled over every page that has 
been written and tranfmitted to you from another country, : 
fry perfonages who were appointed arbiters o^the conftitu- ' 
tional deftiny of Ireland ; and I conclude in the words of 
.oneof them, I mean a noble puke of great ab?liti&, of great ' 
extent of fluni^ty and great learning, on this fobjeft, confi- 
rdering ' thofe plans of partial reform, (and on e would think 
the prefent plan was particularly in his thought) who lays— 
<« It proceeds on the fame principle as the abufe it pretends 
to reftify — .it is ftill partial and unequal— there is no leading * 
principle— £tt is v at fea, without any cpmpafs to diftinguift* 
the fafe from th* dangerous courfe. v '.(He recited the vari- * 
ous plans and inconilfterfctes prbpbfedby different perfons^- 
?nd faid) — Qn whjit a precipice you ftand ? How the facuU~ 
•ties of the mind are loft in appreheiifion, when you look 
dbwrt from the Eminence of your venerable conftitution,' 
on the perplexities, the difficulties, the dangers, that. 
,#re preiented tb^you by thofe fages of reform.-^—* 
When* yqu'.fee each cafuiff differing from his hrotfier, and ^ 
^hnoft every one differing from himfelf, if the'ftibj^t' 
' Aa 2 * % " were 
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wem not too ferious v it would be laughable enough to fee 
tow thofc daftors differ > they differ,, becaufe they do not 
know the dileafe — there is no difeafe— the conftitution is 
reftored. I muft do them the juftice to fay, they differ from 
the generality of advertifing doftots in this city, the; dor not 
declare their medicines equally good for all conftittttions, for 
fcareely one recommends them as faked to Irehtpd. It was 
lately your ambition to contend for> it is now your glory to 
have acquired, the Britifh conftitution. Now you have ob- 
tained it, confider it well before you change it. There are 
fome things too important For experiment, too facred for 
change ; and if there be one thing more facred, more inimi- 
table than all others, it is your form of government. If the 
people of this 1 country would enjoy contentment, when they 
have fo much call for it— if they would accept the felicity 
that is before them— if they would repofe under the confti- 
tution they hare acquired, and cultivate the country thty 
have defended by their arms, we fliould be the happieft peo- 
ple on earth ; or if they would cendefcend to reft, on their 
arms, and take a. review, with their own eyejs, of the msgni- 
£ceri£ objects that employ their reprefentatives, they would 
behold theia with admiration ' y they would not interrupt their 
g?ea£ deliberations ; they would depart not only in peace, 
but in pride. They would fee them arranging fuppHes, fo 
art* infers aonbal meetings of your Parliament— framing, a 
!tuitaay~bfll, to aflect your conftitution and govern the army 
' —forming an Irifh poft-office, alike favourable to the reve- 
nue and to liberty—eftablifhing an Irifli admiralty-court, 
with final appeal, the laft pledge of external legiflation — 
giving new authority to the laws, and new reftricYiens to 
prerogative, by an act of indemnity fpr a late embargo— de* 
liberating on a wide.fyftcm of commerce between this coun- 
try and America, with the yeat conception of making, if 
ptijf&bte, IreUnd the mart of communication between the 
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old world and thenewT— tjiey would fee them anjtioufly and 
honeftly confidering how beft to relieve the dijfrcfles, and 
promote the manufa&ures of this country. I will npw^eU 
you wh*t they would pot fee tfcem employed about. Tbsy 
are not affertijyg the f^reme ^d«,claiiv*^iithoriXy,ofy.our 
Parlidment— tfcey syre «not Teftcviog tpyour Lprds their judi- 
cature, or to yqur nation jrs^ommerce— they ar* not refc.u- 
in S jour P^lisqn^nt frpw tjhe bondage of Six Edw- Itoynings, 
or framing an Habeas Corpus aft, pr a bill jp make ,tl*c 
Judges indepen4eut— they are no^overti^ug religious pre- 
judices bya&s p/.tvlcj^tioptor invitia^jthe wealth of talent* 
an<J the world by a na/tur^liaatip/) aft. No, tf\efe are done 
already — thefe are the jinn\ortal trophies of tbe laft Parlia- 
ment. Good Qpd l is the mind of man never tp be fatis- 
fied 2 If a recoUeftion p£ what you have acquired— if a con- 
templation qf wji$t we ejjjoy— tf the projpaft of national im- 
provement which lies before you — if thefe will not fitfify you» 
I .cm pnjy fay— happinefs js not .tfce lot of man !— One con* 
folation however Jhe may infure to hjknfelf in every public or 
private calamity, that is, the reflection that he had no fharc 
in producing it. 

Mr. Getrge J>onfonfy.—lt &fa extremely natural to think ? 
favourably of this Qpnftltutiop* under which we enjoy, in 
fecurity, our lives, our liberties, , our ftrtunes, and the ho- 
nour of fitting in this Houfe, that *he Hon. Member need 
not be furprized at finding his innovation fo generally oppo- 
fed. A gentleman indeed pretends .tha,t we Should receive 
this motion as originating in the Houfe, ibecaufe nobody elfe 
could make it > but does not every pneJenow that the Hon. 
Gentleman is the mouth-piece -of the Convention, and that 
this i& their voice ? Every one knows what has been doing 
at the Rotunda thefe Jthree weeks; if there was no inten- 
tion to overawe us, why was ir thought neceflary tp bring to 
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• the metropolis an aflembly of armed men bearding Parti*- 
' Jneftt ? but I will not be overawed, I' will fupport with my 
life afnd with my fortune, that confutation under which I 
fcnjoy every bleffing. If' we were fo enquire very curioufly 
into the frame of our conftitution, perhaps fbine trifling im- 
perfections might be found ; but are we on that account to 
go rrnmd the world begging opinion? ? And becaufe a Gen- 
flemin' in Ybrkfhire thinksour coriftitutkffi defective, fhall 
we therefore overturn the whole ? Parliament are adequate 
to the reformation of nationat grievances, and they have 
proved it. The reftraint of our trade was a grievance— the 
dependence of our Judges was a 'grievance—the controul 
under which ouf conftitution laboured was a grievance— the 
deprivation of the privilege of our Peers was a grievance — 
Poyning's law was a grievance — but which of theft grievances 
now exift ? Has not Parliament reformed them all ? Some 
GentleVnen are fo very nervous as to imaging the cohftitu- 
fion is tick — why ? becaufe it is fick ; but their ftate is fo 
hopelefs that no man can attempt a cure -, for ti is impofliblc 
to admiriifter to the maladies of a perturbed fpirit. 

The objeft of the Hon. Geqtleman is to make our Go- 
vernment more popular, and in that point he admits the 
counties and the cities are tolerable enough- 1 — ungrateful 
counties, ungrateful cities— ye have not any of you called 
up^this friend of liberty to reprefent, you, but fuffer him 
Km to fit here for a venal borough. 

! No man enjoys in any higher degree the talent of clbfe 
fealoning than the Hon. Gentleman* who made the motion, 
4nd as the inftance of Shorcham has been ^ive'h, 1 will fub- 
xhit to him, whether that inftance, and its corifequences, if 
authorities are tohave any weight, do not decide in favour 
of letting out conftitution ' (land as it is. The borough of 
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Shorcham had fo long and fo oftea been guilty of fuch 
(hamefui bribery, that Parliament, though with infinite reluc- - 
tance, was obliged to interfere with that facred, though abu~ 
fed truft, a charter, and disfranchising the corporation, eft** 
blifhed a new one ; — Soon after this, a general reformation 
was propofed in Parliament ; but did Parliament approve it, 
though fupported by the greateft ability ? or, did the Noble 
Lord who moved . the disfranchifement of Shoreham, ap- 
prove of tampering with the conftitution of the realm? 

There feems to have been propagated an opinion, that 
fome radical defect exifts in our conftitution, and political 
reformers have heated their imaginations with many projects 
of cure ; They have had from a neighbouring kingdom fe- 
veral letters— fome of the anfwers have been (hewn, though 
not all i it is not the part of honed men to*onceal the truth, 
but what have they at flake ? — yet this is not all, for after 
applying to all the fyftem-mongers in Europe, we cannot find 
any two of them agree in their plans of reformation. 

u There are in this country two fets of men, who are inte- 
refted in promoting a change. The Catholics of the South, 
the known friends to monarchy — the Prefbyterians of the 
North, the notaries of repubficanifm ; theft latter have fet 
on the others to make it a common caufe, and between 
them both the eftablifhed church is blockaded ; but if the 
people who have eftablifhed the conftirution, fhall be over- 
powered by thofe who often attempted to deftroy it, we fhall 
have them quarrelling amongft themfelves for votes, for 
feats in Parliament, for authority, and. for fupremacy. 

Sir, I oppofe the introduction of this bill, becaufe it 
ctimes from an armed body ; t>ecaufe I and my anceftprs 
have lived happy under the prefent conftitution; becaufe 
that conftitution every day gives us" new proofs of its excel- 
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knee, and bscauie I do not think it tfce part of a mair to 
throw aw«y a pofleffionof experienced value, to run after 
wild fpecttlfttipnv 

• Jkfr. Fitzgihbon.^i thought that fome proof of the necef- 
fity of a reform wQuld have been urged, and that we fliould 
not be entertained with the flights of vifionary fpeculatifts 
into the regions of thedry and hypothesis* but we endure 
all this, becanfe the wife men of 1783 cannot reconcile cer- 
tain abftraft ideas of certain fyftera-mongers in England, to 
the free and> happy conftitution of this country, 

I do not oppofe the introduiBon of this bill, becaufe it Is 
fepletewith abfurdities, and dire&ly contrary to the firft 
relponfe of the Dunganno* oracle j— «o» I will oppofe it 
becaufe it cpmes under the mandate of a military coogrefs. 
i {hall take no. notice of the manner in which the motion is 
attempted, to be ftolen upon us by furpriae ;, we were to have 
had tear days previous notice of it. The Hoc*. Member who 
edoptsimd fathers the bill, tells ti* it is the favourite mea- 
ftirc of the people; now I will undertake to trace it to it* 
fourte, and flicw that it is the production of IvMtKrj cotv 
grefi aflkmblfed in the capital, appearing, in Military .pttradt, 
sod asHmkusg all- the mock order rf a legiflative afiemUy.— 
This pkh of a parKWnentaty *efor«l was £*ft taken up by 
the focitfcy xaHed the Conftittotfonal Society, in England, 
for the purpeftef (hafctng Lord North's Government, when 
other engines had (ailed. Now,, whether this fceitty cor- 
responded wkh certain perfons in? BeMWft, i*«ot wed fatiowo, 
but this is certain, that in the month of July, forty - five 
corps frffembled at BeHaft, and there did rife&he tb bold a 
)>roVindal cotagrefs at Dungannon, in the cOtirfe of the laft 
fttnmer, hi order to reform the cotiftitutien of this realm* 
In tUte fciean time, Mr. Henry Joy, jam »f Setfeft* printer 
of the Belfafl paper, and Secretary to the Volunteers of 
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that town, writes circular falters to fundi? perfoss i* Jut- 
land and eifc where, defcribing what he was pleafed to call 1 
-the defefts of our Parliament, m the Gommom Koufe, of 
which he afferts there are but fety-four perfons freely t©- 
turned~-the others* the Spring of vendky. Under this 
vtry flattering description of the afltabty whkh i boveww 
the honour to addrefs, he writes to a number of porta* in 
England $ whether he got anfwers from them all i will «m* 
fay, but that he did get anfwers from fevtral Do&ore, anC 
feveral Majors, h pretty notorious ; and it is equally nobtf- 
rious, that With thefe anfwers; garbled and motttated «o his 
purpofe, Mr. Henry Joy, joti. of BeHaft, primer «wd Se- 
cretary, proceeded to Dungaifnon j there they outer into 
fmdry refolutiows, and vote that a grand National Conven- 
tion fhall fit in Dublin, in November, to cany thefe«efeflu- 
tkrtns into effeft. Thefe determinations they pabltfhod, and 
transmitted to every county in Ireland ; the Convention k 
now fcflemWed in conference df thefe defcermiaa*etis-*- 
tfiey have ftt three weeks— *hey have had their coauwimses, 
and their fub-cokntnittees — they have printed their wKbtoJ- 
otu, every man has read them, and I have heard they am 
the rttoft moderate that ever were entered into fey fifty thou- 
fand men in arms, with fifty thoufand more ready to join 
them ; and will Gentlemen ttftt «ne that the conftfctftfon H 
not invaded, when any man (hail dare to make a propofi- 
tion from fifty thoufand armed men, with fifty thoufand 
• more ready to join-them P Gentlemen 6ry ik is dangerous to 
commit the Parliament and the Volunteers 4 I know it is 
dangerous, I know the man that does it fhould anfwer the 
crime with ins head ; but 1 know the force of the laws is 
fufficient to cruftv them to atoms, and for one, I fay, thtitl 
do not think life worth holding at the will of an armed de- 
magogue. If ever there was an occafion that called upon 
evefy man poffeffing one-fen timent of liberty, to exert it in' 

tlie 
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the defence of the couftitution,. it" is this* it is the prefent 
occaGon which; demands to fpurn this bill away. 

The bill of laft feffion has been quoted ; the motion for 
that bill was brought forward with due regard to the confti- 
tution, and proper parliamentary order j and what I would 
readily concede to an individual approaching our bar with 
proper refpccl, I would fcorn to concede to men who pre- 
fume to demand, and let not therefore the Hon. Member 
iuppofe I fear to meet the. bill upon its own merits, though 
fupported by the united wifdom pf Mr. Henry Joy, jun, and 
all his learned and unlearned correfpondents. There is 
another circumftance of idle babble gone forth, which only 
could haveiflued from the. cells of Bedlam, that if this bilL 
•be rejected, forae wretched fools will refufe to pay taxes ; 
-this cannot be the language of men .of fenfe^-I only meo- 
tion it to let it be defpifed. I have alfo heard that a Houfe 
.of Parliament is to be built at Dungannon, and that we are 
•to hav* annual feffions of Convention to. regulate the bufi- 
<nefs of the nation in Church and State. Gentlemen may 
call this liberty if they pleafe ; but I call it the worft kind 
: of tyranny. To put an end to it at once, I am for rejecting 
this motion for.leave to introduce a bill, and then the men 
.with whom it originates will return to their homes, afiiamed 
of having been fo nauch mtfled. 

', Upon a divifipn there appeared, 

For receiving the bill, - 49' 
'< ^ Againftit, - • 158 

After the motion was decided, Mr. Attorney General mo- 
yved the following refolutioq : 

Refolved, that it is now become neceflary to declare, that 
this tfoufe will maintain its juft rights and privileges againft 
all encroachments whatfoevcr. 

Ayes, 
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v Ayes, - 150 

Noes,' - 6* 

Mr. Thorns* .Comity then made the following motion, 
which was carried unanimously : 

Refolded, That an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, to declare the perfeft fatisfaftion which we feel in 
the many bleffings we enjoy under his Majefty's moft aufpi- 
cious Government, and our prefent happy conftitution \ and 
that at this time we find it peculiarly ihemnbent upon us 
to exprefs our determined rqfolution to fupport the fame 
with our lives and fortunes. 

The addrefs to his Majefty having been agreed to by both 
Lords and Commons, was tranfoiitted in the ufual form, 
and the following anfwer returned : 

" His Majefty returns his hearty thanks to the Lords fpfc 
ritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parliament afiew- 
bled, for their dutiful and loyal addrefs. His Majefty re- 
ceives with the higheft fatafaftion, the fentiments exprefied 
by his Parliament refpe&ing his Majefty's Government ;. and 
his Majefty's faithful Parliament may reft aftiired of hb Ma- 
jefty's determined refolution to concur with them at all 
times in the maintenance and prefervation of. that free and 
excellent conftitution , on which the happinefp and interefta 
of his people of Ireland fo eflentially depend." * 

Againft the joint addrefs we have mentioned, the following 
proteft was entered in the Houfe of Lords, 

u Diflentient. 

" Becaufe we conceive that, excepting in tbofe cafes where 
<*>nftant ufage has rendered addrefles neceffary, his Majefty 
ought never to be addrefsed but on great and importsjpt op- 
cafions,"— 

Comm. Jour. toL i». 

"Becaufe 
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« Bccaufe we do not know nor believe that any caufe now 
exifts to require or demand the addrefs which a Majority of 
this houfe has thought lit to fend up to the Throne. 

CHARLEMONT, 
ALOBOROUOH, 
POWERSCOURT, 
MOUNTMGRRE5* 

TJptm thetnrffagt from*the houfe of commons to the lords* 
to agree in this addrefs the previous queftion was moved by 
Lord Aldborough, but oppofed, and the following fpeech 
was made by lord Mountmorres^ m aeply to the arguments 
of Lord Moraingtoo, wbo fqpportcd that meagre. 

AT fo late an hour, ray Lords, I appear before you witTi 
rek&ancc ; tppvefr'd as lam with the talk of replying to the 
abilities manifrftnrt by fo jnany Lords during xl^ecourfe of 
this debate. 

To wrter Tttto a rompetkion with the noble Lord (Mora* 
mgton)!ftmfld wrfh toawtd ; the public intereft may be pro- 
moted "by our co-operation, but not much by our coHifion ; 
difcretion tells me, that among the candidates for public opi- 
nion and popular feme, Fortune like other females, ufually 
prefers the younger to the older claimant. 

I (hall give the noble Lord, full credit for the dUplay of 
abilities : I admit that he has held a manly language. The 
chara&er which has been drawn by a mafterly hand, by the 
great Speaker of the convention parliament {by Id. Halifax)—- 
the cbarafter of a Trimmer, will not apply to the noble Earl-r- 
trimming will not be evidenced by his conduft ; neither I am 
perfuaded will his Bordihio Trim upon this or upon any 
other'Occ&aon. 



To 
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.Total! the big works and inflated expreffions which I h*re 
hqatd* o£ danger to the constitution, and fnfults from Con- 
ventions of armed men ; I anfwer ia two (hort emphatic 
words, — Pro«e it, 

IF formidable fpe&res, portending the downfiS of rfieccm* 
ftitution, were to appear in this Houfe, I adrhir thfc noble 
Lord is frightened with a becoming dignity $ the ariticAt Re£' 
cius, or the modern GarrTck, couTd not ftart * rth a better 
graced at the appearance of a fpeftre. 

But I my Lords, who am a plain man, of not f<> very lively *, 
fancy, cannot fee them ; and am I ftill to afk what thefe dan- 
gers are, or how fancy can torture into danger two refpeft- 
able members of the other houfe of parliament, affcing leave 
to bring in a bill for the improvement of the conftitutibd ? * 

A teamed lord, (H. Ammly ) has tfrttred of the illegality of 
the volunteers, he difiented to the vote of thanks ', 1 was om 
of the laft who put on this garb in compliance with the defires 
of gentlemen where I live— when it had become aimed the 
mode and dreft of this country. I thtrfk fay a word upon that 
illuftrious body of tnen and of their proceedings. 

A ftoUe Earl (Lord H&borpugh) has given you an account 
of their origin, from the letter to the inhabitants of Belfa&~~ 
butll deny that the inhabitants Btlf<$Q& were arujM by tbem<* , 
felves, for arms were feqt down by GoveramejU- -and 500I, 
ftand were afterwards diftributed by Government tq the 
thirty-two counties, fo that not only they but i6oO pf tie 
volunteers were armed and countenanced by Government. 

lam not conw&nt with the bkek letter, to point 01$ 
the particular aft of parliament, but their inftkqtioo was 
warranted by the firft of ail laws, paranwuitts and antecedent 

to every other — the law of felf-defence and fe&pcefervatj<m. , 

—TV 
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—To the authority of the noble Lord, I oppofe that of the 
great and excellent man in a finiilar fituation in another coun- 
try i what was his opinion at the time of the riots ? "Soldiers ' 
" are citizens; they do not lofe their civil rights by their 
<f ( jnilitary fituation; they may \>c called on by .the civil Ma- 
«!, giftratcs as a part of the Poffe Comitqtm, Jo jMre&rye the 
** peace/ 7 — Apply this doftrine to the Volunteers •, if merce*-. 
nary foldiers are .citizens, how can it be argued, that thofc 
have loft their right of difcuffing conftitutional queftions, the 
birth-right of freemen, becaufe they have armed in defence 
of their country ? .:.<<•■ 

-. ' 

I do not fay that any body pf men have a right to dictate 
to parliament ! — but I aft: the noble Lord, what jaw reftrains 
the fuhjecYto projxife queftions for the confideration of Pax-^ 
liament ? has not that right been often afcertained ; was hot 
the language of the commons of England decifive upon this 
in the JKc*ti<k petition ibon after tbe re volution I 

. My Lords, I have often been alked in England, what 
were the number and defcriptionof the Volunteers ? Tq the 

v firft I answered/ 1 could not tell but that the fhorteft dit 
cription I could give was, by the word clanfhip ;— or, in 
other terms, gentlemen of property arming their tenants and 
.followers ; and in foreign countries, I anfwered to fimilar 
queftions, that every man whs w»s capable of arming in this 

. country, was armed. : ~ 

,1 do not jretraft that definition 5 1 remember ihc recent ex«« : 
preflion, «« the armed^ajefty of tfie people*" I admired it,^ 
not only as an elegant «xpreffion, but a brilliant truth, and 
according to my ideas, .the people and the Volunteers are 
reciprocal terms, fytoonymous defcriptions, and to fay that; 
yourefufe the defires or petitions of one, is to negative the 
defires of the. other. 

- J know 
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I know not what new fears havearifen ; I know they have 
/been recently thanked by this Houfe f$r thsir conduct fiace* 
the laft Dungannon meeting. It is trtfe Lords ^re now warm 
in. their approbation 5 it is but juilice ; their inftitution 
marks not the leaft brilliant page in the annals of mankind ; 
and he muft be cold indeed who does not review with en* 
thufiafm an inftitution, which would do honour to the Ro- 
man legions in the pureft days of the republic, and which 
has caufed the noble genius of Italy to appear once more upon 
the ftage. 

But, my Lords, J know not that they have even approach- 
ed Parliament. A bill of reformation of the constitution, 
it has been faid, has been refufed leave, in another ^ffembly, 
and has given rife to this a^drefs. ' 

. ' 'I ' * *• ' • ' •• » 
My Lords, I am frank upon the fubjeft 5 I am no friend 

to reformation of the .cpnjiitjution; I.admire it with refpefl: 

apd veneration, as the production of the experience of time*. 

and the wifdom of a thoufand years. 

But if a man of fuperior abilities, equal, if not fuperior to 
any that I have ever known in this or. another country, 
fliould propole a plan to reftore and preferve the fpirit of the 
coriftitution, I would fay, do not condemn it unheard} let 
it reft upon its merits, try it upon*them > but do not let your 
prejudice anticipate your judgment. * ' 

My Lords, if many parts of the plan meet unanimous 

approbation, why is the whole rejected ? if enlargement of 

franchife in decayed boroughs ihould be propofed, aik the 

gentlemen of Suflex, is it a new idea in England? Look at 

the' new rules upon your code, in the days of Charles the 

Second, empowering the Lord Lieutenant and Council to 

enlarge the number of freemen in Dublin and other towns, 

and tell me, is it a new jpropofition in this country ?' • ' 

•■'■■■■•■' If 
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K 10 two inftamces they fliouM forerun the practicability 
of cooperation wkh England, may it not be altered upon 
Parliamentary revifien ? 

My Lords* a Right Reverend Prelate has mentioned the 
merit of the laft Parliament in the reftoration of our conftjtu- 
tjon. I admit it : but I deny their claim toex<dujiv£ merit i 
they (hared it with the Volunteers : that inftitution enabled. 
th$ir wifclona to wield the force of an arrayed* armed, and 
efficacious people. 

My Lords, the noble Lord upon the Wodlfack has re- 
minded you of the anfwer of the Batons of England to Inno- 
vations! and their celebrated Nttumns leget Anglis MUttm?—* 
be has not toH you the oceafioh, and 1 will fupply k; it waft 
upon a requifition from Rome, to adopt the principle of the 
Canon law, that children born before wedlock fhould he 
legitimated upbn a fubfequent marriage j it was an anfwer 
to papal encroachment. But the knowledge of the noble 
Lord in parliamentary records, will not produce fuch an an- 
fwer, or fuch a negative, to the deSres of the people. 

Upon the whole, my Lords, I fee no reafon, I have heard 
none, fqr this addrefs ; I found my conduft upon the con- 
duel of a great prelate, of Archbifhop King, which has been 
read at your table. I am againft frivolous and unneceflary ad- 
drefs tp the Throne. He was a great, n^me in the learned, 
as Well as the political world ; his celebrated book dictates the 
capreffion.— I hope this addrefs wijl npt be the ORIGIN 
OF EVIL. 

if there is any real danger tp the conftitution* let theHoufe 
of Commons exprefs and prove it ; I will meet them ; I wilt 
go hand and hand with them. I am ready to perifh in the 
feat of legislation in defence pf its rights, as the Roman fe- 
nators did when the Gauls invaded the Capitol. But if noc- 
turnal 
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turnal addrefTes are brought up here, founded on imaginary 
dangers, and unreal phantoms j if I am forced out of my 
own province, and compelled to fpeak of their proceedings, I 
will fpeak to them with the franknefs*becomjng my chara&er 
and fituation ; I will fpeak to them as our great Countryman, 
Sir William Temple, ljpok^to Charles the Second— I admire 
ypur fituation as reprcfentatives of the people ; as really fuqk' 
you are jgreat indeed ; but if you refufe to gratify their reafon- 
ble defires, if you ftifle the petitions of the people, if you de- 
prive yourfelves of their confidence, if you feiek to (helter 
yourfelves under the umbrage and protection of the other 
parts of the legiflature, you are NOTHING ; — nothing 
when contradiftinguifhed and fet in oppofition to the fenfe, 
defires, and opinions of the collective body of the people. 

I feave faitf, my LQrds, that the conduit of the Volun- 
teers, or of. the people, has been Recent and moderate, I have 
pot the honour to be a delegate ; I prefume tooowch in be- 
ing a fponfor. But I will go further 5 their fubfequent con- 
du& will be as proper and as moderate, and the morning 
Tun, which {hall enlighten this land, will fee and verify the 
prediction, 
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State of public accounts in 1783. Speaker's fpeech onprefenting 
the money bills. State of manufatlures. Proceedings of the 
Citizens of Dublin. Addrefs to the people. Petition to the 
King. Profecutions Qgainjl public magijlrdtes. Second attempt 
of Mr. Flood to introduce a bill for reform. Debates thereon. 
Rejetled. 
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FLOODS ptopdfed bill having proved frulttefs, 
and the public hope being thus difappointcd, another at- 
tempt for Parliamentary refof m was made the following 
year, which we Ihall ftate hereafter. 

Several printers of public Newfpapcrs fell under the cen- 
Aire of Parliament during this fcflion, fome profecutions were 
carried on againft them, and the liberty of the prefs became 
now a fubjeft of general confideration. 

It appears by the public accounts, that the national debt 
at lady-day 1783 amounted to £1,919,386 5/ 7J> and the 
penfion lift to £. 1 86, 1 8 3 1 8/ 2d The Speaker on prefenting 
the money bills in. the ufual form, expfefsed himfelf as fol- 
lows* 

cc May it plcafe ypur Excellency/* 

" Hiftory can not furnifh many inftances of fuch remarka- 
ble wants as have happened in the courfe of the laft (even 
years 5 of theft none are more worthy of obfervation than 

the, 



Digit 



zed by G00gle 



Collectanea #oIt'ttea# 379 

the changes in the human mind, and the more fa, becaufe 
thfcy Have been produced by caufes, from which they were 
the leaft to have been expected. — Nfew tenet*, more confo- 
riant to the principles of humanity and juftice* have been unt- 
verfally adopted in civil ind religious policy j thefe are the 
happy feuttmexpectcd fruits of* the calamities of war.~ fit 
other countries national benefits may have compenfated for 
national misfortunes; but it has been the peculiar felicity of 
this kingdom i d acquire the farmer, without feeling the fevd- 
rities of the latter; — to her fteady Virtue fhe owes thefe at- 
tainments, and by her virttie I am confident (he will pre- 
serve them, and traftfmit topdfterity Unimpaired the Britijh 
conftkution, the very efleiice of which i$ liberty and ordef . 
Good government and liberty are infeparabfe — they are ric- 
cefiary to and mutually fupport each other, and neither can 
e£ift without the other. The Commons, fince the c&m- 
rtiencemeht of this feffion, have directed their attentibri to 
thefe important objects which were fo wifely recommended 
to them by your Exceilehcy> to improve arid fecure thofe 
advantages which had been acquired in the laft Parliament * 
they have alfo made provision* without laying new. burdens 
on the people, for the honourable fupport of his Majefty's 
Government, atfd for the difcharge of the arrears upon the 
eftablifhments ; and they have the fullcft confidence that 
your Excellency will reprefent them to his Majefty as loyal, 
dutiful, and affectionate fubjects." * 

The revenue Aill continued to be unequal to the expences, 
and 300,0001. was ordered to be borrowed towards fupply- 
ing the. deficiencies \ alfo 50,000!. was to be advanced as 21 
Joan to the undertakers of the Grand Cafial, upon fecurity 
given ; and 25,0001. as a loan to Capt. Brooke % to fupport and 
B b 2 employ 



• Comm. Journ. Vofr. *xi. 
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employ the manufacturers by him eftabtifhed in the cottotj 
line at ProfperouS)* in tf>e county Ki/dare, upon his givihg 
fecurity for paying the intereft half-yearly into the TVeafury, 
and the principal at Lady-day 1794, Thefe fttms were to 
be raifed upon debentures, or'treafury bills, aided by one or 
mere lotteries, at the difcr'etien of the Chief Governor, f 

In 17 84 public credit received a fevere fhock, and our ma- 
nufa£h^;ers being -unemployed experienced the greateffc 
wretchednef$, Thoufands crowded the ftreets of Dublin 
in an almoft famifhed condition — and it became neceflary to 
afford them (bale temporary relief by public fubferiptions^ 
which on this occaEon were liberally entered inta. 

The populace however frequently aflembled arkf commit- 
ted unjuftifiable outrage ; they attacked the houfcsand per- 
sons of feveral fhopkeepers who were fufpecled of not adhe- , 
ring to the fpirit of the non- importation- agreement, . and 
they proceeded after the American fa&ioa to the defperate 
meafure of " tarring and feathering* Some few fell within? 
the reach of their rcfentment, and received this punifiiment 
accordingly, and in one inftance the mpb proceeded to fuel* 
extremities, that one of the High Sheriffs, \ in endeavouring 
to fupprefs them, received a fevere wound in the head. — - 
Matters would have proved of ftill more ferioms eonfequence, 

had 



* This village was newly erected, and defigried by Mr. Brooke, foreat* 
rying on the cotton manufacture in different branches to an eitenfive de-i 
free. The attempt unfortunately happened to fail. Mr. Brtokc btcaine 
* a debtor to Parliament, and the village has fince delayed. 

.' tC!aren.dRev. 114* „ 

/ . » 

J Alcr. Kirkpatrick, £{q. •' 
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&ad not a .party of the military, headed by another : magif- 
•trate, fortunately same to the Sheriff's affiftance." 

As ,'tfce principal objecYion^to the introduction of Mr. 
flood's bill for a parliamentary reform, was that it originated 
with an armed body, it was now thought expedient to at- 
tempt this meafure in a way lefs exceptionable. . "ThcSH^- 
riffs and chief magiftrates .were therefore now called upon to 
convene the inhabitants of their refpecYive counties to dif- 
cufs this meafure — and fuch a meeting having been held at 
Dublin onjyth June, 17.84, at which the High Sheriffs pre- 
sided, the following refolutions ^ere agreed to, viz, — 

Refalved unanimoufly, That the prefent imperfeft repre- 
/entatiom* a^nd the long duration of Parliaments, are uncon- 
stitutional, and intolerable grievances. 

Refolved unanimoufly, iJTiat the^oice of th'e Commons of 
Ireland is no lefs neceflfary for every legislative pUrpofe> thiafc 
that of .either the Sovereign ot- the Lords ; and therefore 
She people claim it as their juft, inherent, and unalienable 
privilege, to. correft abufesjin the repreferitation, whenever 
jfuch abufes fhall have fo encreafed as to deprive them of 
their conftitptional Owe in their oyn government* 

Refoived unanimoufly, Thai* the peo$e of Ireland hatffy 
pnd always had a dear, unalienable, indefeafible rightto a 
frequency of ejection, as well as to an adequate and equal 
reprefentatipn, founded upon ijrepger ground^ than that of 
any aft or acts of Parliament j and that the attainment of 
jhofeconftitutional iaipqrt^rU ffejeffaj is $1$ iji<j)ft effectual 
expedient fqr rearing ;and . (ef ifring $h$ , independence of 
Parliament. ,., ,, T . .. , , . . T % 

- Refolved unanimoufly jL^Tha^ ,the prefent, inadequate re- 
presentation, and tlje long,dnration of Parliament?, deftroy 

• *.« . L Bb 3 ' ' ' tHat 
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that balance which by our confutation fliould fiibfift be- 
tween the three eftates of the Legiflature, render the mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons independent f jth e people, 
procure determined majorities in favour of every Admiijif- 
t rati on, and threaten either an abfqlute monarchy, or that 
jftfll mjore odious government, a tyrannical ariflocracy. 

Jlefolyed unanimously. That the majority pf the Houfe 
of Commons is no* chofep by the people, but returned by 
jhe mandates of Peers of the realm and others, either for 
indigent boroughs, where fcarce any inhabitants refide, or 
for confiderable cities and towns, where &e eteftive power 
is veiled in a few, 

Refoived unanimoufly, That the venality and corruption 
of the prefent Houfe of Commons, evinced by the many 
arbitrary atts paffed in the . laft feffion, and the contempt 
~aqd indignity with which they treated the applications ?md 
. petitions of the ppnftituent body* .oblige us now to reqpeft 
,the people at large to imite with i)S in the attainment of a 
piore adequate representation, and in petitions to the Throne 
for a diffolutjqrj of thp prefent Parliament. 

- Refoived unanimoufly, That the ftrength of a nation con* 
tfftsin the union of its inhabitants. 

Refoived; (with one 4iflenting voice), That a participa- 
tion in general rights mud for ever engage mankind to ope- 
rate moft effectually for each other. 

\ Refoived 1 therefore (with onp d^Sfentinjg voice); That to 
• fxt'end'thi right of fuft-age t6 our* Roman Catholic brethren, 

STILL PRESERVING IN ITS FULLEST EXTENT THE PRESENT 

Protestant Government of this country, would be a 
jneafure fraught with the happieftf confequences, ajid would 
pc highly conducive to civil liberty. * ; 

Refoived 
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Refolded unanimoufly, that a committee of 2 1 pchtte- 
«nen be now appointed to prepare an addrefs to the people, 
-requefting their co-operation with us ; and alfo, a petition 
•to his Majeftj, ftating our grievances, and praying adiflb- 
h&tion of the prefent corrupt Parliament, in whom wc can- 
H4tpfatc any truft or confidence, and that they report the 
&i*e tp this body on ftjfonday the 2 ift June inft. 

The. Commktef having at a future meeting made their 
report, the following addrefs to^he people of Ireland was 
agreed to and publi{hed;— 

friends and Countrymen ', 

Permit us, the inhabitants of the city /of . Dublin, witji 
all the afFe&ion due to fellow-fubjefts, and that anxiety, 
which every citizen muft foel for his native country, to ad- 
drefs you on the moft important fubjeft t£at ever engroffed 
.the attention of a free people. 

Long and paipfnlly have we ensured, in common with 
you all, the miferics arifing from the abufe of power, an<J 
the well-known defefts in the prefent ftate of reprefentation 
in the Commons Houfe of Parliament— defefts, tending to 
^*he total annihilation of our boafted forjm of government; 
and productive of the higheft oppreffion fo the inhabitants 
jof this loyal and independent pation. 

It is with reluftance we find ourfejves compelled to enter 
into a detail of grievances, which being felt by all, carinQt 
be unknown tp any.rrBut whilft we confider it prudent to 
juftify our proceedings to the world, we muft intreat your 
indulgence, if we' ftate particulars which might otjherw^e 
fee thought unncceffary. 

Perfeftly fenfible muft you be of that ariftocratic influ- 
\#n|ce vhi^eh has rendered the representation of the people 

B b 4 • merely 
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otarely nominal, and deftroyed that equal balance in the 
three eftates of the legiflatitre,, o* which alone depends tfce 
exHlcnce of our glorious conftki»*ion.—You have beheld 
the charters granted to divers borough* in this kingdom, 
intitling the bodies thereby incorporated toaretqmof re- 
prefentatives, abufed apd perverted to the moft definitive 
purpofes— infomuch that the intention of the Crown in 
eftabliQ>ing thefe borough towns, has been fruftrated by the 
art fill praA'tpes of defigning rtten :— And perfons returned 
to Parliament from depopulated places, where fcarte any 
inhabitants cxift, or for confideAtble cities and towns, where 
the elective I ranchife is confined to a fcw.—Nor is it lels no- 
torious that the proprietors of the fbflj where fuch depopu- 
lated boroughs once flood, have dared to ufurp a power of 
felling feats to Member* in theprefent Houfe of Commons, 
and by fuch tthwarrahtaBle and corrupt means have thofc 
purchasers become illegal feprefentatives of the people. 

Convinced by dear-bough^sperien'ce of the rnafty evils 
from hence arifing, we have joined in . every meafure. to 
obtain rtfdrefs, whkh has hitherto been pointed out to us 
by the complaining voice of an injured and inftjlted king- 
# dom — but fcnhippily we have as yet found every attempt in* 
$ffeftual td reftofc the coriftitution to its pure and primitive 
principles. 

Irt vain did the noble afiertors of liberty, corhpofing the 
Volunteer arifoy of Ireland-^ (arrayed and embodied at their 
own expence,« — the unexampled protectors of their country 
againft foreign foes and domeftic ufurpationJ-^-adjuft by 
theif delegates, agreeable to the defire of this nation, a 
fnori equal representation, folerhfcly and deliberately agreed 
ppon. — In vain did the united voice of the elc&ors of this 
kingdom, through every free county, city, and borough, 
declare hfelf in favour of fuch plan of reform —and inftruft 
their fevcral reprefgntatives to fupport t\e fame.^-In vaip 

was 
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*m4 an m&hpt macfe by the rtal A teTick df #hrff edttfttry to 
itfttodfce tilth pfsMl into Parlratot6i*ti'^^W*ift k tltf ft»*- 
tiohbf a lav*.— THi* b#feful ififtkentJeof <i0i*fif>ltoft arftd ?«- 
*alky prevented aoyltftocefe ', and* tfckfc *^a* folly and ttf- 
«&dty, were the jaftifiable dtfnands 6* tte' people -tt^at«d 
*roih igaomitiy and contempt v •• 

Had- the p«rf<Justiwis obtruded iotptbt Parliament rf this 
kingdom confidered it with a due degree of juftice and mo- 
deration, poffibly the legality of thfeiMkle *o a ihaWin its 
-Jegifitfiire -rtiight have remained ute*dfnui*d<^r M teift 
: imeoiftroterted. "; But. vixen uforpatibn is foflowdd by Jftpmy 
and infult, that, txation muft be computed of flaties. indewd, 
..wtoich caa tamely; iubmit, without any etertioQ in- its -d*- 
fence> , 4- : 

, ; ,jBut the policy of our opprcflbrs Jc»A£ght of this priritip^ 
.^aadoaot content yjth the.exercife o£ an authority uncon- 
.^kmJOAally derived, they have extended it td the entiwr dt- 
: ftai4jon,of our ipoft viable tights,; ^pyK$m\;te&**mr 
jpercial interefta. . v . 

* IJence it is that d^rjng the l f aft fejlion of Parliament the 
Hioft wanton and reiterated afts of ppprefljo|i^ave been mul- 
tiplied— perfonal liberty has been rendered infecure — pro- 
.tffting.,d*#ies (adopte4 by eyery wife, nation) refofed— our 
.chartered rights infringe^ — fhe fijbjaft : vnconfti^utional^r 
,and illegally inapriCi^led^he. trial by jury in many inftances 
fufpeQcJedr-the freedom #f theprefs (that ^grapd palladium 
pf all our liberties) ju$ajed-*^n ii|faiwus ppwer gifenjp 
expofe and reftraip pri»afe correfponde^iee^r^^ge {landing 
: army kept up ii>t^^ime ^.profound peag^^rthat badge qf 
ilavery the ftamp a&, fo (^gracefully altered,' as to make it 
a ftill greater grievance — and taxation unnec^jpTarily augmen- 
ted, to the general ruin of the nation.—? — Such are the pr$- 
jpeedipgs, of a Parliament in which the Members of the Hpufe 
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of Commons do not really reprcfent the people— but have 
become the reprefentation of an overgrown and overbearing 
-ariftocracy, raifed upon the rains of our. rights and privily 
ges ; whereby the original purpoieof the democratic branch 
'of the legiflature is defeated— the confutation effeftually 
deftroyed — and inftead of being a ihidd agaiaft onnec cfery 
taxation, the Commons are rendered the hired inftrument to 
pillage an already impoveriflitd and diftrefled people, - 

Thus, fellow-fubjefts ami countrymen, is all confidence la 
Parliament, and the dignity thereof, deftroyed— the truft of 
: reprefentation betrayed— the inftruttions of . the eonftituent 
.body of the people difobeyed— commercial interefts negled- 
-ed— and emigration confeqoently promoted, to the peat <lif- 
couragement of population and the diminution^ the nati- 
onal wealth; and thus doth experience evince, that srHoufe 
' of Commons under the undue influence of either of the two 
other branches of the Legiflature, is ever ready ta betray the 
-moft faqped rights of the people ; and we find that Parlia- 
ments chofen as they now are, arid continuing for el£ht years 
as they now do, will ever be compofed for the moft part of 
perfons under the guidance of particular noblemen and others, 
folefy aiming at and perpetually contending, for the power 
and emoluments of office. 

Enjoying- the advantages lately held out to us by otr After 
'kingdom, who with equal juftice and xriaguanimity, uriequi- 
• qui vocally acknowledged and reftored to ujs our right of ex- 
'clufive legiflature, and to maintain a ftrift amity with whom, 
is not lefs our inclination than our intereft, we have to 
regret that internal fituatton of our own country— that cor- 
ruption and' venality which pervades our Senate, and thofe 
.defefts already pointed out in our Legiflature, which pre- 
vent our purfuing means, that under the free enjoyment of 
our conftitution, afld with the prudent direction of Virtuous 
rulers, might render us a profperous, happy, and united 

kingdom. 

Failing 
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Failing in every other mode of redrefs, we have been now 
induced to approach the Throne, by an humble petition, 
praying the diffolution of the prefent Parliament, and leak- 
ing that relief from our moft gracious Sovereign, which has 
been indignantly and intemperately refufed by thofe who 
aiTume to be the delegated fervants of the people. Nor do 
we doubt of fuccefs, if, meeting wkh the approbation of our 
fellow-fubje&s (which can alone render cffe&qal this falutary 
and necefTary meafure), we lhall be fupported by thcj# wajip 
and zealous co-operation in bringing thofe national griev- 
ances to the ear of Majefty, ' 

Convinced of the neceffity, we cannot however prefume 
to ppint out any fpetific mode for a parliamentary reform in 
the reprefentation of the people : — That, in which ALL^rc 
equally concerned, muft receive from ALL their approba- 
tion and fiippprt. We call upon you therefore, and thus 
conjure you, that in this important work you join with us as 
fellow-iubjeds, countrymen, and friends, as men embarked 
in the" general caufe, to remove a general calamity ; and for 
this we propofe that five perfons be elefted from each county, 
city, and great town in. this kingdom, to meet in national 
concrete at fome convenient place inthisjeity on Monday. the 
g.$tb rfay. of Odlobej- ne*t, there to deliberate, digeft and de- 
termine on fuch meafures as may feem to them moft condu- 
cive to re-eftablifii the conftitution on a pure and permanent 
bafis. and fecure to the inhabitants of this kingdom peace, 
libtf ty, and fafjery. 

And whilft we thus contend, as far as in us lies, for our 
conftitutioaal rights and privileges, we recommend to your 
jtonfideratjon the ftate of , our fuffefing fellow- fubje£te, the 
Roman Catholics of this kingdom, whofc emancipation from 
thereftraints under which they ftill labqur, we conjjdejr not 
.i>«lya£ equitable, but eflentially conducive to the general 
pnipn and profpejrity of the kingdom. 

Trufting 
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■ Tiiifting with the mofr perfect confidence in your concur- 
rence «td fuppott* we entertain the ftrongeft hopes of free* 
irig on J 1 country from that yoke of bondage, which doroefiic 
enemies have thus inpofed on it. The rn^tfty of the people 
will then re^au'unie its proper influence in the guidance *£ 
the State ; and Divine Providence, knowing the Juftke of 
bur Ctutfe, will gracioufly affift us in outlining Ihofe rights 
to which we are entitled by the law* of GOD and NA- 
TURE. 

ALEX. KIRKPATRtCK; Tun. \ - .*. 
BENJAMIN SMITH, l -} Sheriffs, 

tlie following is a copy of the petition or remonftrtttcfc to 
LisMajefty, which was alfo agreed to by the aggregate meet T 
ing: r 

To tbe KlNOs Moft Excellent Majejfy. 

She burnt/* Petition of tie Freemen , Freeholders, an£ Inhabit 
tantssf tht Cityof puklir?, 

]Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Permit us, your loyal and dutiful fubje&s, with every feifc- 
timent of duty and attachment to your Majefty's p£rfon, 
family, and government, to approach the thrbne with the 
'greateft rfefpedt and humility, to lay a national grievance of 
4 the higheft importance to your crown and dignity, an4 to 
the liberties and properties of your pebpljf of Jfeland, at 
your Majefty^feet. 

t 1rKe : grievance your diftrefled fubje&s thus humbly $re- 
fume to lay before your Majefty, is the present illegal and 
inadequate reprefentation of the people of this kingdom in 
Parliament — illegal, becaufe the returns 6f MembefS for^O- 
roughs are not agreeable to the charters granted for that 
purpofeby the Crown ; and inadequate, becaufe thrfre areas 

4 
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many Members returned for each of thofc boroughs, by z 
few voters, as are retbrried for any county or city in thi? 
kingdom. 

Born in a country where yopr petitioners, from their ear- 
lieft infancy, were taught to btlieve'tbe laws for their gQr 
vernment palled through a Houfe of Commons elected by 
the people, they conceived their liberties founded on the 
moft firm bafis ; but finding laws pafled, inimical as well to 
your Majefty's crown as their rights (which are inseparable), 
thfy were led into a minute eoquiry;of the caufe, and difcor 
vering the fame to proceed from the prefent iufufficien£ 
mode of reprefentatfcuv and the long duration of Parliament 
which render even the few Members who are conftitution- 
ally defied, nearly independent of their cohftku^ms — they 
now moft humbly beg leave! to inform your Majefty, th£t * 
men thus ele&ed ceafe to have toy weight with your people* 

It is to the grand caufe of ariftocratic influence (jealous, a* 
all inordinate power muft be, of whatever may tend to {hake 
its eftablifhment), fend to the mifreprefentations which have 
been tranfmitted to your Majefty, of your faithful fubje&sof 
Ireland, that we attribute many arbitrary and alarming pro- 
ceedings in the laft feffion of our Parliament. 

A bill for the more equal reprefentation of the people (the 
defire of millions of your faithful fubje&s), has been refafed 
even a difcuffion in our parliament. y 

Protection has been denied to our infant trade and manu- 
fa£tures,/which England thinks neceffary to the maturity arid 
vigour of hers. 

A violent attack has been made on the liberty of tbe.prcft 
— that fupplement to the laws, and palladium of liberty— a 
terror onty to tyrants and apoftates. ■' Jt 

* 1 Alarming 
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Alafttring rtftriftions on the commercial and friendly 
communications of your Majefty's fubjc&s, have been impo- 
fed by the poft-officc aft. % 

A general fyftem of prodigality feems to have been adopt- 
ed, fof the purpofe of burdening oar trade* and damping ail 
fpirit of induftry : and emigrations confequently eueouraged, 
and now encreafing to an alarming degree. 

A manifeft infringement has been made on th4 ancient 
and f acred charters of the capital of this realm ; and inftead 
of the conftitutional trial bj jury, a novel tribunal inftitutcd> 
from whofe fentenee there lies no appeal. 

It is with infinite concern we are obliged to add, that your 
Majefty's Minifters in this kingdom haveaffifted in all the 
meafures of which we thus humbly complain — a circumftafice 
the more extraordinary, as your Majefty has lately thought 
It tteceffary to appeal to the Britifh clefiors at hrge, againft 
the power of an ariftocracy, — and as your Majefty's firft Mi* 
nlfter in England has virtuoufly declared himfelf friendly to 
the principal meafure which has been here re}eftcdr-^we 
mean a more equal reprefentation of the people — convinced 
that an overbearing ariftocracy is not lefs hoftile to the liber- 
ties of the fubjeft, than to the prerogative of the Crown. 

We farther entreat your Majefty's permiffion to condemn . 
that remnant of the penal code of laws, which ftill opprefles 
our Roman Catholic . fellow-fubje&s ; laws which tend to 
prohibit education and liberality, reftrain certain privileges, 
and to profcribe induftry, love of liberty, and patriotifm. 

Decplv^ affe&ed by thefe national calamities, we, your 
Majefty's faithful and loyal fubjefts, the citizens of Dublin, 
do therefore moft humbly beg leave to fupplicate your Ma- 
jefty, that you will be gfacioufly pleafed to exercife your 

royal 
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WyaMncfifcation to adopt with decifion and effect, whatever 
your Majefty fhoold collett to be the fenfe of the people. 

That yotfr Majefty may enjoy every felicity through a long 

v and glorious reign, over loyal and happy fubje&s, and that 

your defendants may inherit your feveral dominions till 

time fhall be no more, is, and always will be, oar fincere 

and fervent prayer. 

Signed by order, ^ 

ALEX. KIRKPATRK3L 
BENJAMIN SMITH- 

This petition was prefented to the Lord Lieutenant * hy 
the High Sheriffs, with ail addrefs to his Excellency requeu- 
ing it might be tranfmitted ; to which they received the fol- 
lowing ahfwer : 

u Gentlemen, 

u At the fame time that I comply with your requcft, in 
tranfmitting to his Majefty a paper figned by you, entitled a 
petition of the freemen, freeholders, and inhabitants of the 
city of Dublin, I fhall not raft to convey my entire difappro- 
bation of it, as cafting unjuft reflections upon the laws and 
Parliament of Ireland, and tending to weaken the authority 
of both ."' 

Thefe proceedings of the city' of Dublin were feconded 
by other parts of the kingdom ; but the whole was fruftrated 
by the interpolation of Government, and profecutions by in- 
formation, &c. were commenced againft different perfons by 
whom fuch aggregate meetings had been affembled. The 
Hijgh SherifFof the county of Dublin (then Henry Stevens 

Reilly, 

— ' ' ■ i - I.. 

* T{ie Duke oFKutland was" at" this time Viceroy, having fucceeded 
Xord Northhjgton io Feb* 17&4. . 
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BtityfeEfiir), *»s ftntgajgd fto foe and hapri&nflwjfrt by tte, 
- Court of King's ffegfife 5 Jjwwevsr, aft$r a fejr days confine- 
ment} he was liberated, and the fine reduced, on acknow- 
ledging bis crj-qr, and ooaktag a putyic apology in that 
Court. •....!•... 

Though JMr. Flood foiled in the manner before ftated, ia 
bringing forward his intended bill of reform, hp neyerthel^f* 
foon afterwards madp another attempt, and moved in the 
Houfe of Commons for 'leave to bring in " a bill to reftify 
certain dcfedte m the *eprefentation of the people." After 
fome debate lew* fva? giyejfi, and the bill being accordingly 
introduced, a further debate commenced upon the third 
reading of it : this was began by JMr, John Monck Mafpn.-* 
* " I (hall kav&k (faid he) to other Gentjepaen tp point ou$ 
to the Houfe. the aWXicditiesofctSfc pUn tljat is »ow b^fQre 
you, and (hall confine myfelf merely to the principle of th^ 
bill, and the reafons ftated in fupport of it by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman by whom it was introduced, and the feveral petitions 
that lie -on y,pur,tatyfc ,, 

• * ** 
The Hon. Getojtlehfan has faid, that our prefent mode of 

reprefentation is a novelty, an,d that wjbaj he contends for 
is not an innovation, but merely a reftofation of the antient 
conftitution ; and in the feveral petitions it feems to be laid 
down as an incontrovertible maxim, that equality of .repre- 
fentation is a fundamental principle of the Englifh constitu- 
tion,; an afiertion which, I acknowledge thefe pcopl$ may 
fupport by the authority of, feveral modern publication^, the 
produfltipns of ingenious, and fpecul'ative men, who in their 
vacant moments, when they have nothing elfe to do, amufc 
themfeives with delineating a fantaftical form of government, 
whiduhey are pleafed to entitle the conftitution pf England* 
and in deducing a feries of political aphorifms, which they 

^. .. J .. . tell 

J ~ T * ' *T-*-* — .ci, . : ,,U n, gff \ i ' 

* Parliam. Rcgr. .YOJ.UII, ._•.., : 
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tell us are the principles of that conftitution ; but I am con* 
fident they cannot fupport this aflertion by any fa&s 
recorded in the general or parliamentary hiftory of that 
, country. h . 

If the conftitution requires an equal reprefentation of the 
people, the Gentlemen will tell us in what year of what 
reign that Parliament affembled in which the people were 
equally reprefented. If equality of reprefentation be a prin- 
ciple of the conftitution, they will point out to us the period 
at which this principle had effectual operation ; if they can- 
not do that, they will never perfuade any man of common 
fenfe that that is theEnglifh conftitution which never was 
known to exift ; or that that is a principle of the conftitu- 
tion which never has operated for a fingle moment of time, 
from the beginning of the world to the prefent hour. 

It was not till the 34th of Henry VIII. that the county 
and city of Chefter were impowered to fend Members to 
ferve in Parliament ; it was not till one hundred and thirty 
years aftety in the 25th of Charles II. that this power was 
extended to the county and city of Durham. Could this 
poffibly have happened, if equality of reprefentation were a 
principle of the Englifli cohftitution ? In both thefe cafes, 
fpccific a&s of Parliament were confidered as requifite to in- 
veft them with this right. Could that have been thought 
neceffary, if equality of reprefentation were a principle of the 
conftitution ? 

But to put this matter in a ftronger light, it has ever been 
the undoubted prerogative of the Crown to impofe the bur- 
den or extend the privilege of returning Members to ferve 
in Parliament, to any communities or bodies of men that the 
King thought' proper. ' This part of the prerogative has 
been conftantly exercifed without difpute or controul, from 
thefirftinftitutionof Parliament to the time of the revolu- 
VfrL. I. Cc ' ti<?n 
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tion : Is it poflible that this power fliould even have exifted-. 
for a fingle moment, if equality of rcprefentatioh werie a prin- 
ciple of the conltitution I 

The Reformers themfefves do not controvert either this 
power of the Crown, or the validity of the charters that .have 
been formerly granted irt conference of that power; but. 
they alledge that many of the boroughs which were at the 
time the charters were granted, in a flouriftnng condition, 
are now depopulated and gone to decay , With refpect to 
thofe boroughs where the right of fufFrage is veiled in the 
inhabitants at large, I do not believe that the affertion is true ; 
I believe that in the greater part of thofe towns there are 
as many Protectant inhabitants now as there were in the 
reign of James I. and with refpecl to thofe which thefe peo- 
ple call the rotten boroughs, where the right of fuffrage is 
vefted in a few perfons only, the depopulation of the places 
can have no effect upon the reprefentatives. Belfaft is a$ 
much a rotten borough as Harriftown ; the number of inha- 
bitants is nothing td the purpofe, for thofe inhabitants could, 
have no right to poll, and the Members for fuch boroughs 
are returned at this day by the felf-fame number of voters 
that they were at the time that the charters were granted.->- 
I will therefore aiTert thafthis pretended reform is not a re- 
novation of the ancient constitution, but an idle and dank 
gerous innovation. 

A fcheme for reforming the reprefentation of the people 
was propoied in the Britifli Parliament in the courfe of the 
laft feffion, and was introduced by a Gentleman who, at an 
early period of life, is already fo diftjnguifhed for his virtue 
and abilities, that he bids fair to be one of the moft illuftri- 
ons characters that country has ever produced, his father not 
excepted. But notwithftanding the powerful fupport it de- 
rived from fuch reipe&able authority, the meafure was 
rejected by that wife and prudent nation, even in the parox- 

yfinr 
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yfm of political reformation. They could not be infenfible 
of the defects of their conftitution, but they were fenfible of 
the danger of tampering with it, and chofe rathfcr to fuffer 
thofe defects to continue, than to hazard the consequence of 
breaking in upon a fyflcm fanctified by the wifdom of ages, 
and under which they had flourifhed for fetch a length of 
time. 

Yet if the people of Great Britain, in the prefent deplor* 
able fituatioii' of that country, fallen from the higheft pin- 
nacle of glory, to a (late of humiliating diftrefs, deprived of 
half her empire, weighed jdown with a debt of 240 millions, 
and harrafled with taxes fo various and complicated, that 
thev feem to haveexhaufted the invention of her minifters : 
If the people, I fay, in this fituatjon ijaould begin to fufpett 
that the nuinberlefs calamities they have lately fuffered were 
owing to fome inherent defect in their original conftitution, 
and wifh to aihend it, it would not be furprifing ; but that 
the people of Ireland fliould quarrel with a conftitution 
which has raifed them to the utmoft fummit of their wiflies, 
is the higheft degree of folly and ingratitude; a conftitution 
under which they have fo lately obtained a full rcftitution of 
their natural rights, an unlimited freedom of commerce ex- 
tended to every part of the globe, and the aioft perfect de- 
gree of judicial and legiflative independence that any nation 
upon earth has ever yet enjoyed ; a conftitution, in fhort, 
which has put them in pofleffion of every blefling that can 
render a people flourifhing and happy, except thofe which 
no conftitution can beftow, and which are only to be acquired 
by induftry, fobriety, and obedience to the laws ; thefe are 
the only blcffings we want to make us the happieft nation 
upon earth ; thefe are the virtues which every honeft man, 
every true patriot, every man who has the real welfare of his 
country at heart, fhould endeavour to inculcate on the minds 
of the people, inftead of turning their brains with a political 
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jargon which the/ do not underftand, and vifiorfary fyftems 
• of government. Thefe arc the virtues that will render us 
in a (hort time * nation of hufbandmen and manufacturers, 
artificers and merchants i but at the rate we now go on, wc 
bid fair to he a nation- of politicians only, and mall appear as 
ridiculous to all the rational part of mankind, as the inhabi- 
tants of Swift's imaginary ifland, who wafted the whole of 
their time in watchmg, with the utmoft anxiety and folici- 
tude, every change and motion of the heavenly bodies* 
whilft their wives and children were ftarving at home. The 
complaints of the people of Great Britain are extorted from 
them by the preflure of calamity ; but, thank Heaven ! the. 
complaints of the people of Ireland are excited merely by. 
the wantonnefs of profperity* 

The. wanton and innovating fpirit of the times has given 
fife to another new doctrine in this country, which was dili- 
gently propagated at the laft general election, and feems to 
have been intended to pave the way for this pretended refor- 
mation. TJie doctrine I mean is this, that the reprefentatives 
are bound to pay implicit obedience to the commands of their 
conftituents ; a doctrine repugnant to the firft principle of 
the conftitution, which is, that a Member/ when elected, 
becomes the reptfefentative of the nation at large, not merely 
of that particular place that returned him to Parliament ; a 
djoctrine which tends to deftroy. the unity of the State, and 
tgdegrade the dignity of the Houfe ; for if this doctrine be 
eftablifhed, you are no longer the free independent reprefen- 
tatives of a ; great and powerful kingdom* but the fettered 
deputies, of a parcel of petty communities; united indeed 
under One: common Sovereign, but as diftinct from each 
other as the cantons of Switzerland or the provinces of Ame- 
rica. If this doctrine is to prevail, if we are to be divided 
into thefe petty communities, it is juft that each diftrict 
fhould have its particular reprefentatives j but if we adhere 
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to the liberal and truly conftitutional principle, f that each 
Member<is the reprefentative of the nation at large, eVery 
part of the kingdom is equally reprefented, and every county 
of the kingdpm has n^t twp Gi>ly, but three hundred reprc- 
foitf ative?, 

i • 

As an inftance of the liappy effeSts.that would attend this 
Jiew doctrine, let me recal to the recollection of this Houfe tc* 
the ridiculous fcene tha.t was exhibited on the floor in 'the 
beginning of .the laft feffion, when an honourable Member, * 
by order of his conftifcuents, moved, tjiat the bill of fuppily 
fhould be granted for fix months only. On the divifiori, he 
went into the ; lpbby, ,and was followed by every county 
ftlembe^r in thp Houfe, a few only excepted, who " walked 
acjrqfs the floor, many -of them apologifing with their looks 
and geftures for the alp'fiird part they werea&ing, ahd deplor- 
ing a,t once their ewfljferviie fabjecliqri, and the folly of their 
^onftituents, * 

Yet thefe, w:e are told, are the only independent Mern^ 
hers of the Houfe ; independent indeed they are-^-indepen- 
dent of reafon — independent of judgment — independent of 
choice— independent pf every kind of public virtue, which 
can have no exiftence without free agency. 

This piece of reformation originated with the congrefs of 
Dungahnon, who, alter they had refolved to adopt it, direcl- 
'ed their Secretary to write circular letters to every meddliog 
prieft, every political mountebank, whofe names they had 
, reacl ojF in the Englifli newfpapers, whom they rendered the 
arbiters of the Iri(h conftitution. Thefe letters have fince 
been publifjied by authority; but why do we not find 
amongft them arjy letter to Mr, Pitt, the advocate for reform 
in the Britifli Parliament ? becaufe tjbey well know that the 
ientiments of Mr. Pitt were not congenial to their own ; — 
that he did n?t defire to go the length* to which they Were 
C c 3 determined 



' 



zed by G00gle 



398 fcoHectattta JPolttka. 

determined to proceed ; bis fcheme of reform was confined 
to an addition of a certain number to the Members for coun- 
ties, and great communities. That the reprefentatives of the 
people fhould prefume to disfranchife their own conftitu- 
ents— that they fhould attempt to deprive of their chartered 
rights and moft invaluable privileges; thj? perfdns to whofe 
bounty they were indebted for their feats^and whofe confi- 
dence had enabled them to ftrike that mortal blpw, was a 
monftrous idea, that never entered ipto the mind of that vir- 
jtuous man, and was only referved tor that felf-created mon- 
iker, the congrefs of Dungannon* 

I (hall now beg leave Jto make a few observations on the 
motives and confequences of this pretended reform. The 
avowed motive is a defire tp diminish the arifipcratic power 
in this kingdom j but I am thoroughly coqvipced that this 
plan would counteract their own intentions, and increafe the 
very intereft they wifh to deftroy. The natural confequende 
pf this reform will be to throw the whole weight of power 
jajid influence in this country into the fple of property, and 
to bar for ever the ^oors pf j^his Houfe againft rifing genius 
or expiring virtue. 

I (hall not hefitate to affert, that^5reat Britain owes the 
glory from which (he has lately fallen, and Ireland the glory 
to which (he has arifen, and which I hops fhe will ever 
Maintain, to thefe yery' rotten boroughs that are now fp 

reprobated. r 

You cannot but remember the wretched fituatiqn of Great 
Britain in 1757, when foe had France alone to contend with; 
fo fiink were the power, the refources, and even the fpirit of 
fhe nation, that , inftead of making any vigorous effort 
againft this fingle enemy, (he thought it neceftary to bring 
over twelve tbtyjifjind German Jroops to fave hey from inva- 
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fion. Such was the fituation'bf Great Britain when Xord 
Chatham took the helm ; and fuch was the effcft of the 
fptrit and abilities of this one man, that in three years time 
tbfi French were driven from the continent of America, ani 
deprived ,of the fineft of their W<?ft Indian iflands: Yet 
tvho was this Mr. Pitt ? a yotmger brother with 200I; 
a year and a cornetcy of horfo, whp had no more chance of 
reprefenting any great c6rnt&£nity in England than J have 
at \thisinftant. Had! ^ not been returned for a rotten bo. 
jqugh, he might have lived in obCcurky) and his virtues had 
been 16(i to himfeif apd to his country. What chance had 
Mr. Burke, ^ho is an honour to this country— wtyat chance 
had Mr. FoX, whofe abilities are the objects of general admi- 
ration, of reprefenting the cities of Briftol and Weftminfter, 
if they had not firft diljplayed thejr abilities by reprefenting 
private boroughs i * 

But to come near^riiome, I will venture to affcrt that yo# 
owe the emancipation of Ireland to thofe boroughs. I will 
venture to aflert, that you are principally indebted for ^he 
reftitution of your rights to the fpirit, the abilities, the perfe- 
vcrance and real integrity of the Hon. Gentleman near me 5 
and! am fupported in this aflertion by the unanimous vote 
of.this Houfe, and the nniverfai voice of the people at that 
time, though now I find he has loft fome part of his popu- 
larity by the moft virtuous a&ion of his life — the preferring 
the real fubftantial interefts of his country to an idle punc- 
tilio. What chance had this Gentleman, with all his abi? 
Ikies, of reprefenting any but a private borough ? Who were 
his principal aflailants in this great revolution ? Members 
for rotten boroughs. I know but of one county Member 
who took a diftinguifhed part on that occafion j I mean the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who reprefents the county of Wex- 
ford, and who is juftly entitled to the fecond place in the 
gratitude of the public. Had this meafure taken place but 
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three years ago, which thefe people contend for as rjecef&ry 
to their freedom! it is provable that Ireland would not now 
be free ; and that in (lead of wailing your time in this idle 
speculation, you would now be deploring the (hackles inn 
pofed upon your trade, or thp power affumedby the Britifli 
Parliament to make laws to bind this country. 

I fhall conclude with conjuring the Gentlemen who hear 
me, that they will not be fuch dupes as to believe, that by 
paffing this bill they will fatisfy the people. He muft be a 
young politician indeed, and bqt little acquainted with the 
hiftory of mankind, or the human heart, who thinks that a 
people can be Satisfied with conceffions. If it was pofljble 
that conceffions could fatisfy a people, would there at this 
day be a murmur in Ireland ? Befides, the people have acted 
fairly on this occafion — they have told you that the palling 
of this bill will not fatisfy them. This pretended reform is 
only the firft of an alphabet of innovations which the con- 
gfefs-of Dungannon have voted as neceffary fpr the freedom 
of the people, and have determined to purfue ; though they 
have been advifed in the firft inftance to lay their ihoulders 
to this particular object. If you yield to them in this point 
they will attack you op fome other, ?nd fo proceed from in- 
novation to innovation, till they have fui)verted your confti- 
tution both in church and ftate ; this is therefore the time to 
refift their incroachments. 

Sir Heuules LangriJJie. — I am glad this great quefticn, 
which has fo much engaged the public mind, and been agi- 
tated with fo much induftry from ope extremity of the king- 
dom to the other* has at length been brought before Parlia-. 
ment \ and it is now our duty to give it a full, a free, and z, 
patient difcuflion. If the evil that it fuppofes has existence, 
and the remedy it offers be adequate and fafe, it will have 
many powerful advocates* here ; on the other hand, if it 
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ftates dcfefts that do not elift, and offers remedies that are 
neither fafe nor applitable, it is better the Houfe of Com* 
mons (herald decide agaiaft it at once, that the people may 
mo lopger be difturbed or deceived by. it. And now let me 
&y, if I wanted any new proof of the fuperior excellence of 
©or happy coqftitution, that alteration was unneceffi*ry and 
amendment impracticable, the plan of reform, now read at 
your table would furnifh ample teftimony ; for when two 
Gentlemen of fuch diftinguiflted ability affifted by delibe- 
rative aflemblies in their own country, and enlightened by 
•he oracles that have been confblted in another country— 
when Gentlemen* of fuch talents, fo affifted, have at length 
produced ftieh a plan 6t reform, I am juftified In thinking 
that the talk, is beyond the ftrength of map ; . and convinced . 
as I am, that oor prefent conftttutfem, In its prefent condi- 
fioni is competent to fcVery degree of civil liberty, I muft 
alfo be convinced that amendment is a dream, and alteration 
would not be wifdom. 

-Confider now, Sir, the plan before you*r-«onfider it impar- 
tially, and tell me, is it founded in any ; aae f>rincip)q -which 
ft profefles ? Dbes it tend tpi remove hny one eiH that it 
imagines ? Does it meet any one of the ideas that hive arouj 
fed the people ? No, not one I Is it> plan for aivefluaink 
prefentation of the people?* No, it leaves above ti*r«ey 
fourths of the people as it found them, unreprefegted^ if 
it a plan for a more equal representation of t he people jp 1 Bar> 
liament ? No, it renders the reprefentation- much mors aty 
equal than it found it ; f or iiiftance, a freeholder in oat 
barony, by this bill, may* vote for four, or fisr, or eight Meni* 
bers of Parliament j" a ' freeholder in tl*e next barony {haU 
vote only for two {Members. Is this to render the reprefen* 
ration of tte people* more equal? Good God I how the 
people are deceived ! how they are abufed! * » ' 
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Is it a plan for the more equal representation of property, 
the antient and original title to reprefentation ? No, Sir, the 
rcverfe ! If this bill as you fee it were a law, a worthy and 
refpe&able gentleman in the county to which I belong, wh<> 
has 4000I. per annum landed eftatc in one barony, would 
thereby be entitled to vote for two Members, and the fer-* 
vant who #ands behind my chajr, who is poflefled of a 40s. 
frcchqld in a neighbouring barony, fhall vote for eight Megv* 
bers fijf Parliament. Is it a plan to enlarge the bails of le- 
gislation, by increasing the number of the conftitiicnt t>ody i 
No, Sir ! it diminiflies, it contrafts ; it (irises off thoufands. 
and tep$ of thoufands of your electors ; it disfranchifes 
every freej&ao jn the jpation who does not hold {>y births 
fervitude, marriage or trade* It disfranchifes every free- 
holder under 2qL p^r apnum whp does not refide ; it demo- 
tithes the whole tribe 0/ pot- wallopers ; men entitled to vote, 
jn right ofrefidence (the freeft title the conftitution knows), 
are to be extinct, unlefs they can call in to their aid a multi- 
tude of freeholders in general too great to be found ; for in- 
ftance, if a borough were to confift of 5000 Protcftant inha- 
bitants, entitled and accuftomed to -vote, no rqatter, thejr 
(hall be extinguilhed unlefs they likewife have within their 
preempts 70 or too refident* voters* qualified according to. 
this ad, which no borough in Ireland has, agd which very 
few ever would have. But U effefts a new creation tQ fup- 
ply this general maflacre ; it conferva right to vote for thole 
boroughs to others; To whom i To freeholders ; perfons 
entitled to vote for other Members before. It is true, that 1 
amongft thofe a clafs of freeholders is incorporated (new in- 
deed to the copftitution), freeholders on terms for years ^ 
but the freehold required is of fo large ap amount, that their 
numbers will be fmall. Now let me aflc, is it a plan to in- 
- creafe the number of your reprefentatives ? JJo, Sir, to dimi- 
ni(h it ! In the firft inftance, it decays and depopulates 
every borough, and almoft every city in the kingdom $ for 1 

ft 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



CoHertanea jpoWttca. 403 

do not believe that one of them contains within its precincts 
100 voters qualified and regiftered according to this bill. I 
have heard of a claufe of redemption for them. I only 
know what I fee, and I fee no fuch thing in this bill ; and 
if fuch a claufe or fchedule were infertcd, it would, on the 
principles of the bill, impofe conditions that inuft for ever 
exclude feveral of them from reftoration. 

And here I lament the defliny, though I admire the virtue 
of the town of Newry, who petitioned for this reform. With 
their 12,000 inhabitants, allintitled, if they were Proteft- 
ants, to vote for Members, vet they are all disfranchifed un- 
lefs they alfo contain within their precincts 100 of another 
fort of voters, qualified according to this bill. (He applied 
the principle and effects to Dragheda, Waterford, Kilkenny, 
Litaerick, Cork, &c. and concluded with the borough of 
Dungannon}. And here let me lament the fate of poor 
Dungannon, at once the pride and the reproach of her fons ; 
Dungannon, (o-llate the centre of government, i^e^iead of 
legiflation, the feat of empire ! unlefs you have witftn youf 
precincts (which I am Aire yoa have npt), 100 voters quali- 
fied according to this bill, you are decayed, depopulated, and 
extinct;. Will you not fpare this to,wn on account of t^e 
righteous people that were found therein ! I know opt whe- 
ther you ^ave a redemption in (lore, but I know your re- 
demption is not to be found in the l>iU on your table. What 
then can the friends of this bill (if any fuch there be), what 
can they fay of it? They cannot fay it is a bill for an equal 
reprefentatioh of the people— a bill for a more equal repre- 
fentation of the people — a bilj for the more equal reprefen- 
tatiori of property— a bill to v^dei) the bafis of legiflation, to 
encreafe the number of electors, to encreafe the number of 
reprefentatives : No fuck thing ! quite the reverie ! In the 
name of Heaven what is its' tendency ? Is it a reform on any 
pbe fettled principle? Does it, or would l* correct any one 
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%bnfe ? No, §ir ! it is notfripg but alteration ; a transfer of 
election influence from onp fet of men to another, whicjx 
Would produce twp or three years of conteft apd confufion, 
and then, by corruption or compromise, the dominion would 
fettle with the moft powerful of the neighbourhood. The 
power would change hands, but the exercife of it would be 
the fame. And is it for this mighty bene& that the ancient; 
habits of the conftitution are to be changed ? For this your 
country is to be vifitpd by a jubilee of licentioufnefs, a fatur- 
nalia of anarchy for a few years, before it repofes again on 
the abufes you now complain of. Jet this is the great area* 
nam, the iacred myftery fent abroad, like the miracles of 
Mahomet aflifted by the (word, from the North to the South* 
from the Eaft to the Weft, to fiibdjue the obdurate, and 
multiply fpbfcriber* to the true faith. I dp not mean the 
feaft difrefped to any man in what I fay of tl\i? plan of re- 
form. I fpeak of it as I think of it. I think it all coofu- 
fion and danger, aqd nothing elfc. And it {hews me into 
what ipconfiftencies $ven wife men will fall when they at? 
tempt a reform where reformation is unneceffary-r-wbat in? 
fupportable difficulties they encounter in an attempt to new 
model a conftitution which has ftqod for centuries the admi- 
ration and envy of the world, and diftinguiihed fjrom all 
others by having preferred civil' liberty on the earth at this 
day. Under thofe opinions, an$ with this veneration for 
the conftitution, I jrill not fo far admit its defects as to go 
into a committee to amend it, I will not carry into a com- 
mittee this chaos of rjide piaterial$, out of which to create a 
new conftitution, when I have one already fofcmed fo com<- 
petent to human happinefs. I will not go paragraph by pa- 
ragraph through a plan of alteration where alteration is not 
neceflary. I will not keep the public mind longer in a ftate 
of fufpenfe between free government and fruit lefs fpecula- 
tion, but endeavour to refcue public tranquillity from the 
dffigns *r delufions of the yifionary, jhe x%(k$ or the 
Teftlefs. 

Much 
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Much has been faid, and much has been inferred concern- 
ing the petitions which are difplayed on your table ; but? 
when Gentlemen talk of thefe petitions, they forget that 
there are between two and three millions of inhabit 
tants in this country. There are feveral petitions on 
your table for a reform — fome againft it ; I have no doubt 
but the majority of your petitions is in favour of reform, be- 
caufe innovation is ever the moft aftive. But it matters hot 
on which fide the majority lies ; take them all together, 
they are but as a drop of water to the ocean of your popula- 
tion ; they are as a unit in companion to the numbers o( 
your people ; and if thofe perfons, however refpectable, peti- 
tion for any great innovation, you have no right to conclude 
the multitude on the fuggeftion of the few ; and even if it 
were poflible to fuppofe (which it is not) that the majority 
of the people petitioned for an alteration of the confutation 
intruded to you, you have not a right to comply ; you have 
not, in that cafe, a right to indulge their defires, or inflitt on 
them thdaccompliihment of their wifhes. If you comply 
in what you think a public injury, you are an accomplice in 
the injury, and betray the intcrefts of the people on the 
bribe of their own favours. 

It is to be lamented by every man who feels for the ho- . 
nour and the happinefs of this country, that after the reputa- 
tion we have acquired and the benefits we have obtained— 
acquifitions limited^ only by the bounds of our own demands, 
and adequate to every degree of human happirtefs, wefhould 
afford out enemies a pretext for charging us with a light, an 
inconftant, and reftlefs chara&er, as if the accompliflbment 
of our wifhes was but the beginning of our difcontents, and 
unlimited demand the offspring of unlimited conceffion— 
that we were falling under the defcription Montesquieu gives 
of a people unworthy of liberty : " A people grown impa- 
tient of the power they have delegated, defirous to do every 
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thing themfelves, debate for the fenate, execute for the ma* 
giftrates, and decide for the judges j w — that having obtained 
the beft cooftitution in the world, we had not the patience 
to try it for one feffion of Parliament > but in contempt of 
the high legiflative aflemblies, refolved ourfclves into five 
hundred little Parliaments in every corner of the kingdom, 
where we voted that conftitution an intolerable grievance, 
and called aloud for a new one. 

Were I at liberty to remonftrate with my countrymen, 
whom I tove, I would a(k them, do you enjoy freedom ?_tbey 
muft aniwer in the affirmative ; have you comftierce ; un- 
bounded as the ocean that furrourids you ? are you in poflef- 
fion of all the bleffings that can flow from the bed and freeft 
government ? you are : is it then wifdom, is it common 
fenfe, when you are (pre of thofe, to throw them back into 
the ocean of uncertainty, to commit them to the wilderneis 
of fpeculation, or hazard of experiment ? Is it wifdom to 
interrupt your enjoyment of every thing that is valuable, by 
dreams of fomething more free than freedom, more deferable 
than happinefs ? The loweft man in the community has wif- 
dom enough to feel the force of this maxim, " when you are 
well, keep yourfelf fo." But there is not a philofopher in the 
nation wife enough to fay, what would be the confequence of 
a change: Neither Solon, nor Lycurgus, nor Plato, nor 
Locke, nor Sydney, if they were alive, would hazard a con- 
jecture as to the effefts on the conftitution, if you were to 
adopt any one of thofe plans which have been offered to you : 
they might make a democracy, they might make an arifto- 
cracy, they might encreafe the power of the Crown, they 
might make any thing but the conftitution of England ; yet, 
every man in the community, the gentleman and the artifi- 
cer, the leafned and the unlearned, that man that can read 
and the man who cannot, are all alike ready to undertake 
the talk of conftitution- making ; or, if any of them (hould 
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happennot to have lcifurc from the fhuttlc or the plough, 
they have only to fay, " we entirely agree in the plan of re- 
form digeftcd and agreed on by the grand national conven- 
tion/' and there is a conftitution ready made to their hands. 
I do not fay our conftitution, the work only of human wif- 
dom is without defe£t v but there is an inherent ftrength in 
it, that has in all convulfions produced remedies for Its evils 
and controuls for its excefies, and through many revolutions 
has maintained liberty to this day. Now you have got it, do 
not throw it away ; condefcend to enjoy it and be happy , 
your country wants improvement, your conftitution does not ; 
cultivate the one, and you will be fure to enjoy the other. 
But if you grow difcontented with your form of govern- 
ment, and are diftra&ed about new fchemes and new fyf- 
tems, you wjll be dupes of defigning men in your own coun- 
try, and ftrangers will not come near you. Amidft your 
controversies and your arms, the ftranger would not know 
where to find the laws that are to be his protection ; and 
you may find, perhaps too late, that you have been cheated 
of your happinefs ; you will be thought an unreafonable, 
and you will feel yourfelves an unfortunate people — a people 
whom commerce could not enrich, and whom freedom could 
not fatisfy ! 

After feveral arguments on each fide of the queftion, Mr. 
Flood fupported the bill in the following manner : 

" I flatter myfelf from the particular fituation in which it 
now (lands, that the bill will obtain a more favourable hear- 
ing than before. I now, Sir, entertain the fame fentiments 
. refpe&ing this bill, that I did then, as it is a bill for reftor-j 
ing the conftitution. I beg leave toreprefent to this Houfc, 
that I bring a meafure of the firft importance before one <?f 
the firft afiemblics in the world. This raeafure, Sir, has 
nothing to rely on for fucgefs but the juftice on which it i$ 

founded. 
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fbuhdfcd, and every motive of jprejudice ind intereft is againft 
it. I pay the greareft compliment to the virtue of this 
Houfe, when I venture to propofe to your conCderation a 
fubjeft fo unpalatable, fo militating againft your private ifcte- 
refts. Thofe Who irgue dgairift this meafure on the fcore of 
impropriety, do but little juftice to it *, but I tell them it is 
rieceflSry. As I did hot imagine Ifhould be called on to de- 
fend this bill in its preferit ftage, I referved what I had to 
6ffcr In its favour fdr the committee. I hever entertained the 
feaft difference of fentiments relative to this fubjeft 5 I am a 
friend to this bill from principle, and becaufe it is taken up 
by the great body of the people. On one fide of your table 
are the petitions of twenty-fix counties praying for a reform, 
of Parliament 5 on the other are two petitions and one me- 
morial againft it. Thefe -petitions fhow the fenfe of the ria- 
tiorr— thofe the influence of ariftocratic faftions in the coun- 
try. You fee how the voice of the people has prevailed even 
in the county of Down. There, though the ariftocratic in- 
fluence was ftrongeft, it was forced to fuccumb to the voice 
6f the people, and forced to fuccumb, not Withftanding every 
exertion of influence fince made. In the county of Kilken- 
ny, which groaned under an ariftocratic influence fince the 
revolution, the people, fuch was their ardour in purfiiit of 
this meafure, figned it in oppofition to their landlords. This 
they did without folicitation, through mere conviftion of 
the reftitude of the meafure. So little influence was ufed 6a 
the popular fide, that I would not fuffer one of my tenants, 
or any other under my influence,, to fign the petition, left it 
flbould be mifconftruied by the enemies of reform. Not one 
bf my relations, or bearing the name of Flood, though a nu- 
merous and opulent family, figned it. Yet to the many and 
tefpeftable nam'es fub'feribed, no lefs than one hundred more 
might have been added, white the other petition was carried 
ibout to fblicit fignatures. The principle of the bill has the 
ipplrobatidriof^th'epeople. The queftion therefore is, are 
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the people to be properly reprefented, or are they not ? As 
the people are the proper judges of this matter, if a man 
fays himfelf, he is not properly reprefented, is it not abfurd 
for any one cHe to fay he is ? Can one hundred rottea bo- 
roughs bar the nation of its rights of voting > Will any man 
fay, that the few have a right to debar the many of their pri- 
vileges ? Will any man fay, that it bears the leaft refem- 
blance to the anticnt conftitution ? The Volunteers have 
been on this occafioa ioduftrioufly difparaged. This was 
faid to be their meafure, and to contain their fentiments ; 
but thefe fentiments are adopted by the counties and by the 
freeholders of Ireland, as well as by the Volunteers * and to 
objeft to it, as the favourite wifli of the Volunteers, is mak> 
ing them a very ungrateful return for the many and fignal 
fervices rendered by them to this kingdom. When this bill 
was formerly introduced into this Houfe, it was argued that 
it ought to be rejefted as originating with the Volunteers. — 
The Volunteers disappeared, and it is now argued, that it is 
fufficient caufe to rejeftit becaufe they began with it. 

By disfranchifing boroughs you but renovate the conftitu- 
tion. In the beginning of our government, the Lords voted 
not from the grant of the Crown, but from their own pro- 
perty ; not by writ or patent, but by right of barony. It is 
true, the Crown afterwards encroached on the matter, and . 
infifted on the prerogative of ele&ing the Lords ; but will 
any man fay, on that account', that if the right of a feat in the 
Houfe of Lords were given to be reftored to its antient form, 
it would be an innovation, and not a reftoration of the anti- 
ent conftitution ? The fame reafoning will be found to hold 
equally in refpeft to the prefent monopoly of boroughs. — 
This bill, Sir, is not pretended to be perfect ; it is only de- 
fired that it may have an opportunity to be perfe&cd in the 
committee. Confider how the conftirution ftands — that it 
may grow worfe, and not better, by delay. Much has been 
faid of the great advantage procured for this country by the 
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exertions of rarliament, ih order to defeat this bill * bufc has* 
not that Parliament tie power to vote away, in one unlucky 
hour, all that has [been acquired by the virtue of the people ? 
Are the people therefore to blame. if they.defire to take away - 
that dangerous power ? 

We otrgbt to give the bill a fair difcuflLbn,' to be able tor 
form a juft idea of its principle •, and in order to britig the 
qualificatibn* tor their original form, ther biff makes a certaitf 
refidence necefliry to have a right of voting for any place.— 
Will Gentlemen fay this is innovation ? The origin of your 
conftitution fays it is not. I appeal to your ftatute books to 
prove, that, within a few years, an uticonftitutional aft was 
made, to difpenfe with refidence in the eleftors. If that fta- 
tute had a right to innovate on the conftitution, can it be 
faid we have not a right to reftore it ? 

It is intended to bring in a fchcdule to the bill when it 
goes to the committee. I have a particular claufe to intro- * 
duce, when Gentlemen (hew by the committal that they are 
reconciled to the principle : by the laws now fubiifting, a 
40s ' freeholder may vote every where, but by this bill he is 
precluded all poflibility of voting for more than two repre- 
fentatives. * 

This queftion, Sir, has been agitated both publicly and 
privately, with the greateft ardour and the greateft zeal, and -.. 
Gentlemen may depend on it, that their not fuffering it to • 
go into a committee will not put an end to the. fubjeft. The . 
people have fet their hearts on its attainment, . and the peo- , 
pie will at length fucceed. Lord Coke fays, he never knew 
a great queftion to be agitated, and. afterwards renewed, that » 
did not fucceed. It acquires . ftrength from tirne to time, 
and the labour of the people, that always infures its fuccefs.— 
The attention fhewn this fubjeft proves the fenfe the nation 
has of its rettitude. : 

N .... 
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Nothing pn put the neceffity of registering freeholds in a 
clearer light, than the enormous abtifes on the laft ekSion. 
In fome counties in this kingdom the poll continued for 
weeks In one did not a poll continue for 3 months, and 
could one of the great number polled during that time efta- 
blifh his vote ? This is an additional argument in favour of 
this bill, which enjoins reficlence, and other qualifications, 
that would not only prevent the praflke of polling as free- 
holders fuch as were not fo, but caufe all the polls in the 
kingdom to be taken in three days, as it requires a refidence 
of rwelve months, and orders thc'poll to be taken in the 
different baronies . 

Much has been faid of infringing charters, and much has 
been argued from thence, in the opposition of this meafure. 
Even the competence of Parliament in that refpeft has been 
called in question, and its legality difputed. But was it ever 
faid that to deprive of his franchife a revenue officer, or any 
other whom undue influence prohibited from making a pro* 
per ufe of it, was illegal ? Was it ever thought unjuft to take 
away a privilege be was like to ufe againft, and not for, the 
constitution ? It would be abfurd to imagine it for a moment* 
In England, revenue and poft-office officers were debarred 
the right qf voting, Jbecaule they are under influence, and 
cannot be expe&ed to make a constitutional ufe of their 
franchises. PerSbns who have penfions are alfo precluded 
the right of voting, which, for the fame reafons, no man 
ever thought unjuft. Let thofe Gentlemen talk as they will 
of chartered rights, if they are found inimical to the confti- 
tution they ought to be difchartered. 

Gentlemen think it hard to deprive fuch as have an influ- 
ence in boroughs of what they call their property ; but this 
is not depriving them of their property, but reftoring you to ^ 
yours. They have only withheld them from the public, 
and have no right to be rewarded for relinquishing them.-*- 
They Should rather be punished for having fo long detained 
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what was not their own, and for having preferred their pri- 
vate advantage to the public good. I am not againft making 
them a coinpfenfation, though I cannot fefficiently wonder at 
their audacity when' they require it ; but if fuch recora- 
pence is to be made, pay them iv money aqd not in conftitu* 
tton. 

The Volunteers were formerly infulted, and the Roman 
Catholics muft now be exafperated. But why ? to get rid of 
a meafure, which would, by removing markets without doors* 
remove markets wkhin ; which would deprive a certain de- 
fection of men of the power of the nation. Will you fuf- 
fer yourfelves to be lorded over by the proprietors of rotten 
borougfts ? Will you fufter yourfelve* to be di&ated to by 
your fcllow-fubjefts, who would not bear it from your 

. .Mr. Floods after mentioning the Tate fale of Ennilcorthy, 
and the Shoreham cafe, and forae proofs of the neceffity of 
reform, and laying, that Mr. Fox, and foroe other great cha- 
racters, being friendly to the principle of this bill, was a 
ftrong .evidence of its propriety, continued ; — If any Gen- 
tkpian can prepare any better, let him do fo ; " but Jet the 
kill go to a committee, and there let it be difcufled. If any 
tftat* tf&l prppofe any pcttpr plan I am very ready to adopt 
k 5 but «ntil other Gentlemen propofe a better, I am in fa- 
vour of the prdent. There is much influence and property 
to.tki&Hptffc, but will not the force ofreafonbe fufficient 
*0 : pvercqnie jthe principles of intereft ? In juftice this bill 
ought to be examined — it fhtQuld flow from the voluntary 
aft of the Houfe. I am an advocate for the principles of 
this bill ; If St 5 has defers, let them be remedied. I would 
'not blame any man for his infirmities — I would not blame 
't he principles of a bill that is to redrefs a known grievance, 
before I examine it. We do |M>t fit here to frame excufes 
for fo unwarrantable ah idea. Will any man fay, that a bo- 
t cugh lhatt be fold, and be a friend to the constitution ?— 
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How may this fault be remedied then ? One lion. Gentle- 
man (Major Doyle) fays, it may be remedied by the admi- 
>niftratian of an oath to the elefled ; but this very oath is 
provided ifi a claufe in this bill. Sir, .J fay the principle of 
this bill is not to be fhaken ; it is calculated to reftore to its 
original purity the only part of the confutation wliicli re-*. 
<juires it. JJpon what principle will you rejeQ: it, uniefi 
you fay, the rights of the community ought not to be refto* 
.red ? Here is an oath, that the fleeted has npt purchafecf his 
feat. This is a meafure which every one has called for, 
who wants to have a free confutation, and all we jde- 
v fign is, that the constitution may be free. You have 
had a free commerce, which you derived from the iaft 
Parliament, and ijE yQi* do not reft^re . the conffitutiod, 
future Parliaments may undo all that, has been done.—! 
Have you not a right to guard thofe acouifitions ?-^ 
•Corrupt, majorities I have feon, and lamented to hav$ 
feen } they may ip future undo every thing which 'you 
have been doing.. iMinifters have led thegi into, this 
Jfloufe ; I have oppofed, and concjuered them t<?p. . $. 
will prove to a demonitration, if called upon .fa to do, 
vthat they are not the representatives of the people. It 
has been faid, that this bill originated in Dungannon j 
but the principle has beea approved of in every part, of 
the kingdom. It has been faid that an effort to the . 
fame £urpofe Was lately ' made in England, " and ' had 
been rejected, and that it- would be a dangerous inno- 
Nation ; but, I fay, there can be no danger * 9 if there 
had been any, : rtroajrld it not have been contended 
agaiaft' there, when it was fo greitly and powerfully fupi 
portsd by. fbmc of- the moft refpettable charaSers'ta that 
cburitryj?" " . . , 

At length the queftion*being put whether the bill fliould be 
co«mnitted, it pafled in the negarive-r-ayes, 8j~noes, 159.* 

CHAP, 
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CHAP XVII. 

Bill fir f tearing the liberty oftheprefs — Debates thereon— -refoluti- 
ens was red in favotir of diflrejjed trade/men, rejeEled.—bh- 
/urgency of (he whit^boys in 1 784, — Proceedings of the Roman 
Catholic Clergy thereon — Dr. Troy's pafioral letter— approved 
of by government— eonclufion of the feffion^Lord Lieutenanf 1 
Jpeecb. 



Du> 



TRING the feffion of 17S4 Mr. Fofter prefented a bill 
for fecuring the liberty of the prefs, by preventing the pub- 
lication of falfe, feditious, and flanderous libels. He men- 
tioned the provifions of the bjU, which were, that the name 
bf the rejtl printer apd proprietor of every newfpaper be en- 
tered upon oath at the Stamp-office, and that the printer en- 
ter into a recognizance of 500L' to anfwer all civil fuits that 
may be ihft'ftuted againft him for publications *, and that, un- 
der a penalty, no money be received by them, or any per- 
fon for them, for inferring, or on the pretence of leaving 
out any flanderous publication 

In the^jlebates on this bill, Sir Edward Crofton (aid, he 
was aftonifhed that a bill of fueh a dangerous tendency to 
the constitution, and fo violent an attack on the liberty of 
the fubje£t, ihouldbc agitated in fuch thin Houfes. He de- 
clared that heconfidered the prefs a* the ftrongeft bulwark of 
pur constitution, and therefore, as he valued that conftitu- 
tion, would refift any meafurc of a tendency to leflen its fe- 
piritie^. He then moved, that the fecond reading be pbft- 
poned to the 1 & of Auguit 
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* Mr. Fofltr did, that it was highly unjuft to fuppofc any 
injury intended to the liberty of the prefs by-the bill in quef- 
tion ; the jaafcoifeft defign of that bill was to preferv* the 
liberty of the prefs by curbing its lkentioulhefs, which of 
late had grown to fuqh a degree of enormity as t^-become a 
national reproach : The bill was not 'intended as a reftraint 
upon any man, to preyent his publi&ing his feixtiments or 
opinions $ if the bUlfliould pais, every man would hereafter 
be at as full liberty as he now is, Jo publtfh whatever he 
Jjhoujki think proper, with this difference only, that if a 
jury of his countrymen (hould deem fuch publication- a 
falfe, fcandalou^ oj nialicjous libej, he would be aniiver- 
*blc ? 

Counfellor Boyd faid, that the bSl profefled to fecure tfcc 
liberty of the prefs, by preventing the licentioufnefs of it $ 
if he thought it adequate to this meafujre, it JJiould have his 
fyppprt i but he was convinced it had a. direct contrary ten* 
dency — to deftroy that freedom tthich it affe&ed to fupport. 
The connexion between liberty and licentioufnefs is fo inti- 
mate, that it is very dtygcult tp correct thp one without 
wounding the othej* : < c Liberty is thje greateft good a na? 
tjpn can enjoy j but eyery good has its alloy of evil, and 
licentioufnefs is the alloy of liberty — it is a fpeck on the po- 
litical eye, which ougtyt Jo be touched with a very delicate 
band, len^, in attempting to remove it, you deftroy the body 
on which it appears." He approved of that part of the bill 
that required a public registry of the real names of the prin- 
ter and proprietor $ that done, the arm of the common; 
law was long enough to reach and punifli the offender with* 
put the aid of this ftatutc. There are two modes of pro- 
ceeding — either by public profecutipn or private action : — 
If the offender declines to appear, he may be compelled, or, 

# }eaft| the party may proceed to outlawry. 



He 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



4i6 eoJ&rtanea JsWitfceu 

He wis not for encouraging the experiment of bringing 
forward the printer or publifher, unlefs or great occafions. 
Juries are already very averfe to .finding verdifts againft 
them ; this bill will make them more fo ; it is a bill brought 
forward on the fpur of the occafion, in the abfence of meft 
of the country Gentlemen $ it will be ftiled the bill of the 
Right Hory. Gentleman who introduced it — a bill of refent- 
meat, not of redf eft. It is not fafe or prudent to encourage 
actions againft printers j in a civil action, truth is a juftifica- 
tion agiinft the charge of a libel ; a jury, not the court, are 
to decide as to the truth. Suppofe a printer ftould publifih, _ 
that a Gentleman of this Houfe was an enemy to his coun- 
try, becaiife he voted againft the bill of reform, would it be 
prudent to fend this to be tried by a jury ? They might 
think, with the printer, that the reform WU was expedient, 
and that the friend of his country (hould have fupported it, 
and from thence infer, that he was an enemy who oppo- 
fed it ; on this event they muft find a verdift for the 
defendant. 

He difapproved that part of the bill which required the 
printer and publifher to give fecurity, by recognizance, to 
appear to any action, and to pay the damages and cods that 
may be awarded againft them* this is a fort of fpeciaf bail 
required before the crime is committed. The appearance 
may be enforced by the ordinary procefs of the law, without 
this novel prerogative procefs by recognizance ; perhaps the 
nature and efteft of a recognizance is not perfectly undcr- 
ftood ; a recognizance binds the property of him who ac- 
knowledges it from the moment of execution. The forfei- 
ture of that recognizance twenty years hence, will affect this ~ 
property in the hands of an innocent purchafer for valuable 
tonfideration 5 thus a publifher will be prevented from raif* 

IPg money by mortgage of his lands, or difpo&ng of them 
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in any manner, becaufe they are bound by tJae rec$gnir4nce, 
for the*fiibfeqoent offence hasa fictitious relation to thc>e*er 
cution of recognisance ; but an offence eftatiilhed by va* 
did ai^d judgment -has no relation backwards ; therefore in* 
termediatc between the oBence committed, and the vcrditt 
and judgment, the publi&cr may alien iiis property, an4 
thus protect it againft the judgment and execution ; the evi- 
dent confequcnce of this is, that men of wealth will not fub- 
jtSt their property thus, and noae but mean obfcufe per fims, . 
who can fiiffer nothing by the forfeiture, will become pub* 
lifters. Another poffible fault in this bill k, that tho 
Judges, &c. &c who are to take recognizances* have no 
difcretionary poller to enquire as to the circumftances of the 
perfon, but are virtually required to take the recognizance 
of every beggar who demands it. The biO prefic* hard on 
the publiflier in another inftance: — in confequcnce of a 
judgment in the ordinary mode of. proceeding, a moiety of 
his lands only can . be extended, but on the recognizance* 
the whole may be extended ; the recognizance is abfolutely 
forfeited by not appearing to the action at a certain day, and 
the Court can give no redrefs if the party fhould appear at a 
future day — this is « contrary to the prefent practice in our 
Courts, for a party in contempt for not appearing, is allowed 
to purge this contempt by payment of fmall cofts, and pay- 
ing obedience to tho procefs of the Court. The bill is a 
difeouragement to men of liberal fentirnents — men of repu- 
tation — men of wealth, to become publishers, and tends to 
throw the bufinefs into the hands of men of an oppofite de« 
fcription, againft whom the public can have no fecurity ; the 
bill therefore deferves another title— a bill to deftroy the 
liberty, and promote the licentioufnefi of the prefs. 

{ . • , 

y 

The Recorder followed Mr. Boyd. He aflerted, that truth 
was not actionable ; that the bill would give no new remedy 
to perfons aggrieved by public actions ; and that, without 
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producing t&efmalleft benefit to the public, it was a danger 
ousencroachment on -liberty,. and a.verygr^t.oppre^ton to 
all concerned in the printing-trade, tie faid, th*t in future 
no geptjeman /or man of property would engage in 9, profef* 
Con, which though liberal in itfclf, would nuke him the 
Have »f ft synp comnriflioners * and therefore charailer would 
be lefs f<?cuxe than it is at prefent. 

In England, he faid, which we are fo fond of copying, 
fuch a law would not be admitted ', that wife and free nation 
would never confent to put fetters upon genius ; ' and. there- 
fore its language has been ornamented with the writings of 
Junius; nor could the prefent lpll be deemed, any more 
than an impotent attempt to injure what it could not con? 
troul ; for even (houkl it pafs, the fame proofs that are now 
required, would be necefiary to conyift a printer. It would 
noM?e fufficient evidence to prov$ that a certain libel ap- 
peared in the Volunteer's Journal, becaufe any perfon with a 
private prefi might exa&ly copy the appearance of that joifcr* 
nal,and in his copy publifh what libels bethought fit ; the 
neceffity therefore of tracing the bill to thepublifher would 
frill remain, and therefore the bill gave no new relief tq the 
injured. : - 

He concluded^with averting, that the bill was abfolutely 
unneceffary; for as the law flood at prefent, its operation 
was fufficient to awe men into obedience. Some of the news- 
printers had appeared at the bar to excufe their error, while 
others, ft the hazard of their lives, had endeavpured to fly 
from the refentment of the Houfe, eonfcious that the prefent 
law was fully aWe to punifli any mifdemeanor. . It was 
called a bill for fecuring the liberty of the prefs ; but 
how did it fecure it? — why, for government* ^ndag^inft 
thfrpeople. 
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After much debate on both .fides* this bill paffed through 
the ufual forms, received the royal affent, and the liberty 
of the press was thus fecured by restraining it. 

.Mr. Gardiner (afterwards Lord Mountjoy), toward the 
clo fe of the feffion moved the following refolutions :— Firft, 
that many of the trading people of this kingdom were in the 
greateft calamity and diftrefs. — Secondly, That the importa- 
tion of foreign articles into this kingdom had confiderably 
increafed for a feries of years, and ftill continued to do fo. 
Thirdly, That it was neceflary for Parliament to interfere 
and alleviate the prefent diftreffes of the people. 

Mr. Gardiner introduced Jfyefe refolutions wkh the follow- 
ing remarks, — " It is not my fault (faid be) that this bufi- 
nefe lies under an additional disadvantage, from the late part 
of the feffions in which it is introduced — It is in the recollec- 
tion of gentlemen, that no endeavours of mine were wanting 
to bring it in on an earlier day. I opuft confefs this an ardu- 
ous bufinefs, and far exceeding my ftrength ; bnt I hope and 
requeft the affiftance of gentlemen of greater talents than I 
poflefs.— I only furnifh the raw materials, let jthem ereft the 
fuperftrufture. 

I fhall, Sir, firft ftate the purport of my proportions.— 
This is a meafure to retrain importation, but does not affect 
the exportation 6f raw materials. Gentlemen would have 
the eVidence on that head alfo included in the report of the 
committee, but one had no connexion with tfye other. The 
committee was ordered to enquire into the ftate of manufac- 
tures at large, but they did it partially ; they confined them- 
felves to the woojlen branch, to blankets, carpets, hats, &c. 
My fyftem is not confined to thefe objects only, but alfoln- 
cludes paper, hardware, and other articles. The weaving 
branch is certainly a very njaterial tpranch of commerce, but 

other 



Digitized 



by Google 



4 %& CoHedatua Folitica. 

fcflief obje&s ilfo hive their weight. 

Here Mr. Gardiner obviated many obje&ions which he 
faid had been made to his meafure. It is not, faid he, calcu- 
lated to divide, but to unite the two countries. The people 
of England will think it no caufe of enmity with us, that we 
follow their example. She adopted protecting duties, be- 
cause flie thought it her iotcreft— let us aft the fame part—* 
what's good for one, muft be good for the other. 

« The meafure is no oppofttfcn to government. I never 
made it my bu&nefs to introduce any thing for the purpofe of 
embarraffing government. On the contrary, I thought it 
my duty to fypport them when right.— I think it alfo my d#ty 
to .adinonifh them of their error when wrong, poyer nmeitf 
ought to be informed of the grievances of the people. 

This meafure has not been brought forward irregularly— 7 
it is grounded on the report of a corninittee, and the petiti- 
ons of the people./ I confefs, Sir, I am ftrongly biased in its 
favour.. The defpondency and diitrefs of this country, toge? 
ther with the juftice and expediency of the meafure itfelf, 
muft make every gentleman its friend. Who can behold fo 
rnany thoufands of his fellow-creature^ ftruggling with cala- 
mities, aimoft infuppprtable by humanity, and not incline to 
give relief? The misfortune is not particular — it is univerfal 
—not confined to Dublin, it extends to Cork, Limerick, - 
.Waterford, the Queen's County, and every par* of £he king r 
dom where the wpoljpn manufacture is carried on — Not limi- 
ted to even the woollen, but affecting every infant manufac? 
ture in this country. 

With refpedl to the poverty and wretchednefi of this rnifer 
rable defcription of our fellow-creatures, I think it unnecfla- 
ry to ufe a fingl'e word. Gentlemen cannot but know the 
reality of this fa& already; it is impoffible to go through the 
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ftrcets without meeting teftimanies that this affertvon is but 
too well founded. If, however, gentlemen choofe to difptite 
a thing fo felf-evident, I am ready to produce wiftncflesof cha- 
racter at your bar, to put it beyond difpute* 

If gentlemen wifli to judge fairly, it is right to wave theory 
and fpeculation, and confine their attention to the different 
effeCts of the different modes adopted in Great Britain -and 
Ireland. — They will perceive that the long depreffioa of this 
country is owing to her want of protection for her trade. .In 
England, to what is owing the great degree of power and 
wealth (he has attained, but to protecting duties? 

Now, Sir, I {hall enter on the main part of the bufinefs, 
and let me entreat gentlemen to be free from prejudice, and to 
diveft.themfelves of every bias. I do not mean to proceed oo 
fpeculation, but to reafon from faCts, and the ties of policy 
of the two kingdom*. England has flourished from adopting 
protecting duties, and Ireland has funk by a negleCt of them. 
Woollens were always the ftaple commodity of this country 
as well as of England. It was fo far back as Edward HI. ia 
whpfe reign aCts of parliament were pafled, in which we find 
claufes for protecting the trade of Ireland. At every period 
before 1698, we enjoyed every advantage of a free country: 
We had nothing then to contend with, as no jealoufy exif- 
ted in the breaft of England before the laft-mentioned peri- 
od. Our trade was guaranteed by Magna Charta 5 our ex- 
ports acknowledged by that venerable ftatutc— no treaty was 
made in which we were not nominally or virtually included. 
Antecedent to the year 1689, our exports were double our 
imports, and the number of (hipping almoft doubled in the 
ten preceding years. At that period the balance of trade was 
•exceedingly in favour of Ireland, being no left than 294,000/. 
a year. If we confider the difficulties this country laboured 
under in thofe days, and the comparative value of money 

then 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



422 Cotyctanea Polttfca, 

then 'and now, this will be found an enormous balanced 
When Ireland exhibited nothing but a continued fcene of 
difturbance, difunion, tumult, and frequently of civil wars, 
within herfelf, to what are we to attribute her advantages in 
commerce but to her protecting duties, her geographical fltua- 
tion, andinduftry? 

When William III. came to the throne of thefc kingdoms, 
he laid feveral unjuft and pernicious reftriftions on the trade 
of Ireland, in order to gratify England, which began to grow 
jealous of our profperity; in other refpefts he may have fer- 
ved this kingdom ; he may have been wife and good ; but cer- 
tainly thefe unjuft and deftruCtive rcftriCtions, together with 
other partialities, manifefted by him againft us on all occafi- 
ons, are more than a counterpoife to every good he has done 
thi9 country. 

The firft ftab given in his reign to our rifing trade was in 
i6$S» when a corrupt majority in this Houfe laid a duty on t 
cloths exported to England. Some fpirited and patriotic 
members ftanding up to oppofe this meafure, it was defended 
on the ground of being an experiment, and that it would con- 
tinue only for three years, but was in the year following made 
perpetual. Let us mark the confequences.*—The manufac- 
turers, no longer able to find fubfiftcnce at home, emigrated, 
where they were received with open arms. The French, 
notwithftanding every exertion, had been unable to eftablifh 
the woollen mannfaftures, until they procured Irifh wool to 
mix wirh their own, and Irifhmen to weave it. They then, 
confcious of the advantages of protecting their trade, laid 
additional duties on the importation of Englifh cloths. The 
event fooa confirmed with what propriety they adopted thefe 
protecting duties; they in a fhort time manufactured enough 
for the ho^ie market, and by railing from time to time, the 
protecting duties, at length to a prohibition, are enabled not 

only 
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oriy to rival Great Britain, but to underfill her in every mar- 
ket in Europe. 

Before the laft mentioned reign, it was as ufual to recom- 
mend from the throne^ at the opening of every feffion, the 
woollen manufacture, to the confideration of parliament, as . 
of late it has been to recommend the linen manufacture, or 
any other, branch of trader— Our journals, Sir, arefuBoffuch 
recommendations. 

Another argument in favour of this propofition can be 
drawn from the great benefits this country derived, from a 
powr obtained by James, Duke of Ormond, of prohibiting 
the importation of Scotch manufactures. The protection was 
obtained again ft Scotland and not England, becaufe we were. 
not then afraid of the latter. The utility of this <Juty was fo 
great, l as to give in our favour a balance, notwithftanding the 
pernicious effe&s of the plantation laws, and the other unfair 
reftricYions of King William's reigp, on our trade. Have not . 
we, therefore, a right to cxpeft the fame falutary confequen- , 
ces from the adoption of a like meafure now ? 

Let no man fay that England is fo infenfible of her own 
intereft as to be averfe to this meafure. England, from un- * 
happy experience, is convinced of the pernicious effefts of 
Jier impQlicy. The emigration of the Iriflb manufacturers in 
the reign of King William, is not the only inftance that has . 
taught that nation the ruinous effects of reftriftive laws. Our 
own remembrance has furnifhed a fad inftance of the truth , 
of this aflertion — furniftied it in the American war. Ameri- 
ca was loft by Irifh emigrants. — Thefe emigrations are frefh 
ill the recollection of every gentleman in this Houfe ; and 
when the Unhappy differences took place, I am aflured, from 
the beft authority, the major part of the American arrriy was 
compofed of Irifh-s and that the Irifh language was as com* 
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mealy fpoken in the American ranks as that of England. 
I am alfo informed, it was their valour determined the con- 
teft ; fo that England not only loft a principal protection of 
her woollen-trade in Europe, but alfo had America detach- 
ed from her fy f orcc ^f I r Hh emigrants. 

Mr. Gardiner, after dwdling fome time on the pernicious 
effects, of the aft of William III. (hewed by what progrefi 
importations had arifen, from an average fumof 14,000/. to 
the enormous fum of 836,000/. in the year 1778- 

In 1779) *h*' country, no longer able to. fupport the perni- 
cious efifefts of the oppreffions under which fhe labour'd, un- 
dertook a great meafure. We (poke out and demanded a free 
trader. — It is but jnftice to gentlemen, it is but juftice to the 
nation, toobferrethat they were unanimous and perfevered. 
England z&td wifely and juftly on the occafion,and reftor'd us 
our right. But of what ufe will* this free trade 'be — will it be 
afty thing but a name, if we do not feize the advantages of 
it- by promoting it ? It is impoffible to do fo, unlefs we have 
an opportunity of fuppjying our home confumption, and ex- 
porting the redundancy. It is impoffible to underfell other 
nations in foreign markets, if tinderfold in our own. While 
our ports are open to the exportation of raw materials, and 
the importation of Britiih manufactures, can we expeft to 
reap any benefit from the extenfion of our commerce? Let 
us turn obrthonghts to the article of cotton, and we (hall find 
groat quantifies- imported, and not a fingle yard exported. 
The very fame might be affirmed of many other manufac- 
tures. 

England, fo early as Edward III. perceived the neceflity 
of protecting her woollens, when a law wasena&edto pre- 
vent wearing foreign manufactures. With refpeft to Ireland, 
however, fhe was not then confidered as coming under the 
• » „ denomination 
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^nomination of foreign. . The habits of intimacy and con- 
nexion between the two countries, prevented England from; 
excluding Ireland, when fhe excluded the reft 6f the. world. 
Here are two points proved, the adoption of protecting duties, 
and that we were not confidcred a foreign nation with refpeft 
to England. — But the manufactures of England were then in 
a progreffive ftate, and it appears that the home market was 
then the principal object inimpoiing a duty on the importati- 
on of woollens.. In the fame reign it muft be admitted, a 
duty was laid on bay yarn, but this was only to raife a reve- 
nue to the crown by difpenfations. England flourifhed, but 
flouriflicd from a different caufe-*from the protecting duties, 
which procured her a home market ; fhe foon far outftripped . 
other nations in her manufactures; but in th* reign of Elisa* 
betb, the reft of Europe, perceiving the good effects of the 
meafure to England, began to Jay on protecting duties alfo. 
France laid a duty of half a livre on cloth imported ; this was 
fliortly after augmented to a livre, and fo by degrees to ac- 
tual prohibition. Trys Dutch followed the example, — The 
effect ofthofe protections on the manufactures of England 
was quickly perceptible- 

In the year 1616, the exports decreafed i6o,qoo/. In fome 
time after, the balance was found to be more confiderable a- 
gainft her; her imports being above a million, and her ex- 
ports not quite 300,000/. a year. She tjien. found it necef- 
fary to recur to frefb protecting duties, and to prohibit the 
importation of broad filk. She. alfo faw it necefTary to pro- 
hibit the wear of India goods. Thefe protecting duties have 
ever fince been accumulating, and Ireland included, as well 
as other countries. They have been conftantly, as far as ref- 
pefted Ireland, increafed during the reign of George I. and 
II. but it muft be confeffed, no fuch thing has been done in 
the reign of George II I. On the contrary, more has been 
procured for this country, during that period, than fince our 
fir ft connexion. 

Vol. I. E e Before 
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Before the protection of her manufactures, the balance was 
confiderably againft her} the French importations were com* 
putedatan average to amount to 1,500,000/. per annum* 
Afterwards, by meant of protecting duties, inftead 6f impor- 
ting, her exports of wobllefts amounted to £,000*960 yards. 
tier home confumption to 6,000,00© j making together 1 1, 
coo,ooo. So that (he arrived to fuch a fuhimit of greatnefs 
as no country, fince the fall of the Roman empire, ever attain- 
ed. By means of the wealth procured by manufactures, flie r 
was in the yea* 1763, able to frnpofe the hw on Europe. 

In the late uhfuccefsfuf war, we have feeri her maintain a 4 
ft^ggle n6 country in the world would bfc able to maintain 
but herfelf. We fee her now, after it, great, feared and 
refpeCted, and that under the burden of an enormous nation 
nal debt,; which no other nation would be able to beat. 

Having, cm real matter of faCt, (hewn the progrefs and fuo 
cefs of the manufactures of the two countries — Having (hewn 
&ow£nglandf has rifen, and Ireland declined — Having (hewn 
that her fyftem of policy is the caufe of her grandeur, permit 
me to draw your attention to the difference of fituations. In 
£bgland, the loweflf peafant drears good broad-cTotE, feeds 
well, and is lodged comfortably : the face of the country 
prefents* i view of good habitations, and 1 communicates ait 
linfpeakabfc j^Ieafure to every man' of humanity. I feel a 
warmth whenever I fete a Ad contemplate its beauty \ but when' 
I refleCt on the mifery of my own unhappy country, that f 
.left behind me, I finis: oh 1 the comparifon.— I* England, all 
is joy, eafe and content, ti ifiay be (aid, in the fcripture- 
phrafe, of ttat country, " the hills and vallies fing with joy 9 *. 
—Let us now for a moment view the tf retched condition* of 
the miferable Iriflunari. 
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Th£ frifliman, Sir, feeds the cattle whofe flefli he is de- 
barred from tafting. As to clothes, he has fcarcely any. As 
for habitation, he has perhaps, (bole rtriferable hovel, whi- 
ther an Engliihman Would not Venture' t6 turn bis bead. Here 
he, with an Unhappy wife, and wretched offspring, miift en- 
deavour to dfag out exiftence, half ftarved, and half famiflied 
with cold. What a diftinftion, alas I between beings of the 
Fame fpecies I 

"Wheri, Si^ we thus view the different conditions of two 
people, it is natural to enquire into the caufe of this difference* 
— Are Irifhmen left fijted by nature to earn a livelihood than 
Engiiflimen I Is there any difference in their frames, to pro- 
duce thefe very different effecls ? Ate their conftitutions 
worfe, or appetites gf eater ? Is there any difad vantage in 
the nature of our climate*, foil, or fituation of our country, to 
prevent oiir profperity ?— No ! the climate ofj this country is 
delightful— the foil as tiih and vegetating in general as any 
in the world— and our fituation adapted for intercourfe with 
both worlds. Thus, thofe who render our people idle, are 
the firft td ridicule them for that idlenefs, and to ridicule them 
without caufe. National charafteriftics are always unjuft, as 
there never was a country that has not produced both good 
and bad. Though oiie man may be idle, another will be in- 
duftrious, and though that man may be a drunkard, thin 
may be fober. I am grieved, Sir, to hear thofe uncandid re- 
flexions thrown on Irifhmen. . They are general affcrtions, 
falfe as they af e illiberal.— Irifhmen have (hewn fpirit and ge- 
nius in whatever they hate undertaken. They have fhewn 
that they can make great exertions, when they are encoura- 
ged; the difference of the cultivation of this country, from 
what it was before the laws for promoting agriculture, will 
evince the truth of my affertion. A gre/at proportion of the 
inhabitants of this country, previous to thofe laws, lived on 
imported corn, but no fooner was encouragement held forth 
to the plough, than the national induftry broke forth, and 
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mftead of importing, a great quantity of corn was annually 
exported. This' will ever remain a pofitive contrfadiftion to' 
the vague and iH-founded reflexions on Irifhmen. I will 
even go farther, and call oh gentlemen to fpecify one inftancer 
where the people were indolent, where the laws of their 
country protected them hi their endeavours. Let us confider 
what has been done in refped to our linens. Though wc 
were compdled to yield an eftablifhed manufairure, and to 
apply ourfelves to it, under the difadvantagc of contending 
with a country that has arrived at great perfe&ion, yet we 
profpered. And why ? Becaufe we were not interfered with. 
If this be not a proof of induftry, I know dot what may be 
called fo. Whenever this country has been encouraged, ifc 
ihewed great induftry — witnefs our linens* our broad ftufis, 
our tabinets, and poplins ; How groundlefs, therefore, is the 
charge of indolence ? Even admitting the people of this qottiw 
try Were indolent, inftead of contributing to keep them ia it, 
by continuing their oppreffions, this Houfe ought to remove 
that indolence. 

I 
As every caufe but the true one, has been affigned for tlic 
prefent diftrefles of the poor, there have riot been wanting per- 
(bns who have attributed it to the low priceof whifkey, and the 
drunkennefs of the working manufa&urers ; but thofe gentle- 
men who have, of late, been fo fond of praifing the indtaftry 
of the North, ought to be informed, that there is no part of 
Ireland, in which the people drink more whifkey, and yet 
manufactures fuceeed there ptrfeftly. This I know, becaufe 
I have an eftate.in that part of the kingdom, I know they 
think nothing of drinking a pint of whifkey in a day, and 
are able to attend to their bufinefs after. Some of my tenants 
have informed me, they could drink half a pint of whilkey 
with as much eafe as any of us could a glafc ef Vine. As for 
me^ no man more' difapproves of the abominable cuftom of 
drinking fpirits j but yet, I will be free to fay the diftrefs of 
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,-enr manufacturers is by no meaps to be imputed to drunfc- 
/cnnefi. 

As tbefe are not the caufes of the prefent calamities, it is 
.natural to a£k what may be the fourceof them ? It may be an- 
swered, that want of employment is that fource. Number* 
,4?f manufacturers cannot get their goods fold. — How there- 
fore, can .they give employment? Several.circurpftapces con- 
tribute to forwarding the importation *f English goods, 
-whereby our own are injured. In England they have large 
/capitals j they can buy and.iell qauch cheaper thai* pur manu- 
facturers, who have in general very fmall capitals. The map 
with £ large capital can afford to give long credit, which the 
otfcer, cannot -, wd eight per cent, will yield a greater profit 
to him in trade, who has 10,000/. than ten per cent, toitim 
who has but 1 000/. In England they give two years credit, 
when we can fcarcely give fix months, which induces people 
to deal with them, as they have a year and §x months inter- 
eft on the money. This enables them to turn their capitals 
oftener, fo that if t|iey fell, even for lefs than others, the 
4juick difpofal of their goods will not fail to ^ring thern at 
the end of the y/car a much greater profit. 

Something muft be d$B$ to relieve the thoufand> who now 
.are famifhing in your ftrcets. The city of Dublin, with a 
degree of humanity that will ever doit honour, has hitherto 
fuccoured them by voluntary donations. But the donations 
of the city of Dublin will be found inadequate to the miferics 
of thofe poor men. — The non-importation agreement enter- 
ed into in 1779, afforded them fome fmall relief for that 
time, but ferved only to augment their diftrefs fince, as ma- 
gazines of Englilh cloths were then formed in this country. 

Another expedient was, eftablifliing manufactories here, 
£vt, Sir, tb$fe have ended generally in the ruin of thofe who 
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have attempted it, for the English riders immediately gW« 
notice to their employers, when a manufactory is going to be 
Yet up; the confequence is, the BritHh merchant refolves to 
lofe for a time, fends over an abundance of the commodity, 
fells it cheaper than it can poffibly be wrought for, and total- 
ly overthrows his rival. Sir, I remember an inftance of this 
in England itfetf i there was a houfe in Nottingham carried 
on a confiderable trade in one branch of bufinefs ; another 
finding it fp profitable, determined to undertake it alfo ; but 
the owner of the tirft houfe determined to lofe an immenfity, 
and underfeH the new one ; the latter, confcquently, tailed 
in a (hort time, and the bufinefs returned to its ancient chan- 
. nel. This (hews, Sir, that the Englifh merchant will al- 
ways be an overmatch for any manufactory we fet up, which 
can any way injure him. Now, Sir, another expedient was, 
opening our export trade; I never ASall arraign that mea- 
sure : It was conducted by a gentleman, whofe memory I 
fhatl ever revere, and whom I never think of without emo- 
tions which I cannot exprefs ; but, Sir, an export trade is 
beginning at the wrong' end; unlefc there is an home con> 
fomptipn jt will never ayail. - • > 

The home confumption is what gives money and fpirit to 
the undertaker; without money he cannot pay the men 
whom he employs, and that money is only to be had by 
home confumption. Since then the remedies that have been 
applied are ineffectual, let us now fee what may be fuccefs-* 
ful -, and in this let us fcppy the conduct of England, of France, 
and other commercial countries ; and that is by protecting 
Our manufactures at hornet 

Then, §ir> fafhion, though it may appear at £rf| a trivial 
matter, has a very great effect on our trade, and for this' 
reafoiv — whatever is the fafhion, the manufacturer has a home 
jj onffhii^tion for, and fells at an enormous advanced profit* 

'"• ! *' • • ■'■' ' ; ■ * ■"•' • - : ' for 
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{$r,ready money; asibon as the faction alters, heJbas made 
<o much by it, that he can fend over the redundancy here, 
and fell it at firft coft, or confidently under the firft qpft, 
and (till te a gainer .4— ajid therefore, though foqae perfoqs 
here have fent to England, and got patterns qf the faJhiQru- 
hle articles, yet before the patterns could be procured, the 
.dies prepared, and the manufacture wrought, the Engliflb 
merchant would have varied his falhion there, andfept the 
redundancy over %o us, and underfold us fp as to deftroy 9UT 

Now, Sir, what ha.ve ^>een the remedies which we have 
^endeavoured to provide ? A non-importation agreea&epjp 
which, while it lafted, tad fome effeft, but it was but temper 
rary, the benefit arifing from it was but for a feafon, and I 
/ear it has efta^ifhrd a permanent evil ; for, Sir, it was by 
no means general, and the people, particularly in the Horth, 
who were not fp much ipijurei ty importation, fftablilhed 
warehoufes, opened their ports, and laid in fucb % quantity 
of Englifh goods, as poured an inundation upon itf, ttye mo- 
ment the agreeinc^it wajat an end,-^A ff w tfrojrfc, (continued 
Mr. Garifoer), $ill he fufficieut to prq^re, fl^t this meafure 
will n?t tp ii^urioua t<? the landed property gf this country. 
The advantages of the man of landed eftate, and of the mxtV* 
fattjirer, are reciprocal 5 forthe profjperity of ttycpne is the 
Import $f the other.— The pejtitjorf thef e%$ pr^nt^d to 
*his Houfe, by an Honourably. G$ntlfman,. from certain 
landholders of Ibis county, cannot with any decree pf pro- 
priety be urged againft this meafure." 

This meafijre however was defeated ; but the patriotic 
»d fpirited refolves of the Guild of Merchants, relative to 
nonimportation agreements, until protecting duties &ould 
be obtained, proved extremely ufeful to the (jtorving manu- 
faft^rs of the metropolis. * . 
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It w*s at length refolved, that an humble addrefs be pre- 
fentedto his Majefty, " That his faithful Commons humbly 
beg leave to approach his Majefty's throne, with hearts of 
gratitude for the many bleflings they enjoy under his wife 
and benignant government, and at the fame time to exprefs 
to his Majefty the deep concern they feel for thofe diftrefles 
which afftd many of the lower orders of manufacturers in 
this kingdom. That his faithful 1 Commons beg leave hum- 
bly toreprefent to bis-Majefty, that ., his Majefty's fubjeflts in 
Ireland have always been a loyal people, and have, on every 
occafion, manifcfted the warnieft attachment to his Majef- 
ty's royal perfon and family. That as they are deeply im- 
prefled with his Majefty's paternal care and affe&ion, they 
entertain the warmed hopes that the interval between the 
clofe of the prefent feffion and the beginning of the next, 
will afford fufficienf opportunity for forming a wife and 
well-digefted plan for a liberal arrangement of commercial 
intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland; to be then 
brought forward. That his faithful Commons humbly beg 
leave to aflure his Majefty, that luch a plan formed upon the 
broad bafis of reciprocal advantage, would be the moft effec- 
tual mean* of ftrengthening the empire at large, and cherifli*- 
ing the common intereft and brotherly affection of both 
Jringdojns." * 

The following addrefs was ?lfo agreed to and prefejited 
to the I,ord Lieutenant, viz. 

To his Grace, Charles Duke of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant Ge+ 
neral and General Governor of Ireland. 

fbe humble Addrefs of the Knights, Citizens, and Burge/fes, in 
Parliament afjembled ; 

*' May it pleafi your Grace, 

« We, his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the 

Commons 
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Commons of Ireland, in Parliament affembled, fee with par- 
ticular fatisfadion the arrival of that period which calk up- 
on us to review the various meafures of our feffioh, and to 
teftify to yoijr Grace thereupon the warm fenfe of our obli- 
gation and duty. " 

i€ We have at once to congratulate ourfelves, and to ac- 
knowledge the goodnefs of our Sovereign, in the appoint- 
ment of a Chief Governor, who by attention to regulate his 
conduct by our wi(hes, hath fully confirmed the juf- 
tice of that early confidence which we zealoufly pro- 
feffed in the liberality of his difpofition, and the fpirit 
of his hereditary virtues ; a juft eftimation of fuch qualities 
muft ever render him the favourite of a fpirited and gene- 
rous nation. . 

« We are perfuaded that his Majefty has obferved with 
pleafure our attention to thofe objefts which were recom- 
mended to our deliberation at the opening of the feffion, and 
has gracioufly accepted the affurance of fatisfaftion which « 
we have repeatedly exprefled in the bleffings of ojut happy 
conftitution. 

, « And when we reflect upon the tfteafures we h&vc taker* 
to enfure a conftant fupply of corn under every poffible cir- 
cumftance $ upon the* profpeik of benefit in the management 
of the revenue ; upon our attention to make the additional 
fecurity of private property a cajufe of increafe to the national 
credit ; upon our provifiop for the improvement of the me- 
tropolis, and our encouragement of ufeful eftablifli meats, 
and of various branches of trade and manufacture, we doubt 
not of receiving the true reward of our fervices in the appro* 
bation of our Sovereign, and in the gratitude of our fellow, 
fiibjefts. 

* iff 
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« We refleft wfth true ppi4e and fatisfegipp jjpop tfit 
Mid advantages which Juye J>cen attained for this country 
within a very flwrt period. VjTt are aware of the fituation 
of the empire, and the peqpliajr jcircuip&apce? which have 
prevented the adjuftment of fome points which concern .pur 
trade and manufa&ures, and we rely upon the readinefs of 
your Grace's liberal and benevolent affiftance for theljirther- 
ance of fuch practicable meafures as deliberate wifdom and 
generous policy may adjpt to our jreal xpepffitic* and genera^ 
interests, 

« As guardians of the rights and fafety of pur fellow fob* 
jefts, as well as aflcrtors of the national honour, we have felt 
ourfelves called upon to exprefs our abhorrence of tumult 
and of feditious publications ; zealous to uphold the tr^e (pi- 
nt of the conftitution, we have made it the objeft of our 
unanimous refolution to defend its genuine liberty againft 
the attacks of hcentioufnefs. 

'< We have not fuffered tp efcape pur grateful observation 
the early anxiety which your Grace jnanifefted to remove 
every apprehenfion of party prejudices or partia} changes ip 
the councils or mcafurcs of Government. We feel and ac- 
knowledge the benefits arifing from fuch a principle $ we 
have ftudiedto Jhew a finccfle dtfpofitionto confirm them, 
by a liberal imitation $' and we (hall be zealous tp concur ip 
diffusing throughout every part of the kingdom the fuccefs* 
ful influence of fo happy an example. Convinced as we are 
of the importance to this kipgdom of a iteady and per* 
manent adminiftratioii, it is our ardent wifh that his fyfajefty 
may long continue your Grace in the Government of Irp* 
land." ♦ 

In 1784 the country was again disturbed t>7 tfcofe infuxv 
gents called white-boys, who committed depredation p*f* 

ticotarlj' 
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ticularly in the county of Kilkenny ; infomuch that the 
clergy of the Romifh ehurch confidered it neceffary to inter- 
fere, and exert their utmoft influence over thefe deluded 
offenders. On this occafion the Rev. Dr. Troy, then Ro- 
man Catholic bifliop of Ofibry, ordered the following exhor- 
tation to be publicly communicated throughout thatdiocefe, 
and the fame was accordingly read in the different chapels, 
and afterwards printed in the public newfpapers. 

« Dear Chriftians, 

" At this particular timtf, when the bleffiogs of peace, 
and a plentiful harveft, fliould warm the hearts of Chritfcans 
with becoming gratitude to the Father of Mercies, and excite 
a fpirit of induftry amongft all ranks of people, we are much 
concerned to obferve riot and difordcr pervading many' of 
our communion in Several parts of this county and diocefe. 
Unmindful of the untimely and ignominious death of their 
relations and acquaintances formerly diftinguUHed by the 
execrable appellation of White-Boys, an$ deaf trf the dic- 
tates ofreafoh and religion conftant)y l ehforced by our exhor- 
tations from the altars, tliey ajrd endeavouring to renew the 
horrid fcenes of confafion and blopdihed which difgraccd 
this part ofthe kingdom not many years ago. They again 
feem to glory in the opprobrious name of White-Boys, and 
have lately aflembled at unfeafonable hours, and in different 
parties, founding their riotous horn. They have prefumed 
to adminifter oaths of combination, and proceeded to barba- 
rous afts of violence agalnft the perfons and property of fcve- 
ral individuals. In a word, they notorioufly violate the moft 
facred laws, and equally defpife the injunctions of their {pi- 
ritual and temporal rulers. Such accumulated enormities 
call to Heaven for vengeance, which will moft aflu redly fall 
on the deluded offenders, if they do not fpeedily expiate 
their crimes by fincere and exemplary repentance. Jp our 
filence upon {his occafion might be mifunderftQod by igno- 
" ' rant, 
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fane, or finiftroufly interpreted *y jnalevolent pcrfons, we 
think it highly incumbent on us to declare, as we do hereby 
Jblemnly, i? jfihe name and by the authority of oar holy mo- 
ther the Church :— Firft, That the aflbci at ion- oaths ufually 
taken by the mifguided and unhappy wretches called White- 
Boys are bonds of iniquity, and confequeptly unlawful, 
wicked and damnable. They are not, therefore, binding 
in any manner whatfoever. Secondly, we in like manner 
declare, that we condemn, abhor and deleft the above-men- 
tioned outrages, as contrary to the ma^ipis and canons of our 
holy religion, deftrucliye of the public peace, injurious to pri- 
vate prooerty, and fubverfive of every law. Finally, we con- 
demn thefe deluded offender*, wfco call themfelvcs Remain 
Catholics, as Scandalous and rotten members of our holy 
church, from which they have been already cut off by the fen- 
tence of excommunication folemnly fulminated againft them 
on the 17th Q&ober, 1779, in all the chapels of this diocefs. 
We cannot conclude without befeechjng you, deareft Chrif- 
,tians,tojoinusin fervent and conftant prayer for thefpeedy 
converfion of thefe unthinking creatures. Their condition i$ 
truly deplorable * in this life expofed, by their noclurnal ex- 
curfions and wanton depredations, to iicknefs, loathfome im- 
pifonment, and an infamous death ; wbilft in the next^ 
their obftinacy will be punifhed with endlefs torture. May 
our Gracious God, by his efficacious grace, avert this great- 
eft^ of evils, and thereby prevent the bitter recollection of 
their having disregarded our timely and paftoral admonitions. 
We fhudder at the very apprehen&on of Jthe manifold evils 
which nmft neceffarily enfue to themfelves, to their families, 
and to their country, from a continuation of their unwar- 
rantable proceedings, 

" It being equally our wifh and duty to promote the hap- 
jpinefs|of mankind in general, and that of our country and 
flock in particular, we (hall invariably conduflt ourfelves hj 

gt qu»n? 
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a manner becoming minifters of the gofpel and members of 
fociety. Uninfluenced by fear or any worldly confideration, 
•we are determined to adopt fuch further means as fhall be 
found conducive to the above-mentioned, and other great 

objects of our vocation. 

J. T. TROY." 
u Kilkenny, 12th Nov. 1784." 

This effort to r cftrain thcfe infurgents from further out- 
rage, was much approved of by the Government, as appears 
by the following letter from the then Secretary (Mr. Orde # ) 
to Dr. Troy, which we ftate from the original MS. with 
which we were favoured ; — 

"SIR, « Dub. Cas. 20 Nov. 1^84. 

« I read with great pleafore your forcible and well 
timed exhortation to the Roman Catholics of the diocefe of 
OfFory upon the reappearance in the County of Kilkenny of 
thofe execrable rioters formerly called white-boys. I thought 
it a juftice due to you to lay it before the Lord Lieutenant | 
and I have his commands to affure you of the great (atisfac- 
tton he feels in the part you have taken for the prefervation 
of peace and preventing the unhappy conferences which 
muft follow from thofe wicked and deluded people periifting 
in fuch outrageous violation of the law. I truft your endea- 
vours will have that fuccefs which they merit, and which 
claim the efteem of all good men. 

I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant, 

THO. ORDE * 

On 14 May 1 784 the Parliament was prorogued, the Lord 

Lieutenant having concluded this feffion with the following 
fpecch. 

I « My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In addrefling you for the firft time in Parliament, at the 
clofe of the feffion, I embrace with pleafore the occafion 

which 

* Now Lord Bolton. 

Digitized by LiOOQ iC 



438 ed«ectdnea#o«tfea 

which is afforded me t>f returning you my affectionate ac- 
knowledgment for the cordiality of niy reception, and th*. 
early affurarices of ydur confidence. And I am at the fame 
time highly gratified in being authorized to communicate to 
you the fentiments of perfect fatisfe&ion with which his 
Majefty approves of your exertions for the public welfare. 

" Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

I am happy in obeying his Majefty's commands, to thzfnfc 
yod for the chearfulnefs with which you have made provifion 
for the exigencies and honor of his government. Let me> 
afore you, on my part, that the readinefs with which you 
have granted fupplies ftimulates my utmoft attention and 
care, that they fhall be managed with ceconomy, and applied 
with prudence* ' 

« My Lords and GentUmert % 

You will have much fatisfaftion in reflecting that the vari- 
ous objects which, in confequence of the acknowledged in- 
dependence of the legiflature, were recommended for your 
deliberations, at the opening of this feffion, have been dili- 
gently purfued and accomplifhed. 

You have wifely given your fanction to the 'extraordinary 
expedients which it has been neceffary to employ in order to 
preferve the kingdom-from famine \ and I feel great fatisfac- 
tion in the profpeft that they will be prevented for the fu- 
ture, by the new and judicious arrangement of your corn 
laws, and the improved extenfion of your agriculture. 

I fee with pleafure the exertions of an humane and liberal 
principle, which has prompted you to give encouragement to 
the national induftry, by favourable regulations and well di- 
rected bounties. I have warmly at heart the advancement 
of your trade, and the fuccefs of all your manufactures, and 

I 
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I flfall riot foil either to confider, or to reprefent thqfe inftan* 
ces thereof the peculiar circumftances of the empire have 
hitherto prevented a fall inveftigation, and Which ihail be 
found to requite a further adjuftment* 

The ufeful regulations propofed to be introduced into the 
cotledion and management of the revenue ; the fecurity of 
private property, and extension of national credit, by depo- . 
fiting in the bank of Ireland, the money of fuitors in the 
Courts of Chancery and Exchequer * the plans for improving 
the metropolis, calculated not more for ornament and fplen- 
dor, than for health and convenience; your unanimous de- 
termination to defend the freedom of the confutation againft 
the attacks of licentioufnefs j and your attention to the fup- 
port of charitable inftitutions, are all unequivocal teftimo- 
nies of your wifdom, humanity and juftice. 

I have ndt failed to convey to our Sovereign the fatisfac- 
tion you have fo decidedly expreffed in the bleffings of thajt 
happy confutation which you enjoy under his Majefty's au- 
fpicious government. Senfible as you are of thefe eminent 
advantages, it can hardly be neceflary for me to defirc that 
you Jhould be attentive to imprefs them on the minds of 
others, over whom your fuperiority of rank and information 
xnuft and ought to give you a juft and benevolent influence. 

I have a fure confidence, that during your refidence in 
your refpe&ive counties, yog will feek to direft and encou- 
rage the induftry of your neighbourhood, in the purfuits beft 
adapted to their fituations, and by which the community at 
large may be moft effeftually benefited. You will point out 
to them the real refources of a free and fertile country, under 
the bleffings of peace, and the mild protection of the laws ; 
and you will not fuffer mifapprehenfions to perplex, or falfe 
informations to mifguide them. 
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It is my happinef* and (wide to rcflcft that ottr united at- 
tention has been, .and is direfted to the fame objefts, of 
maintaining and advancing the rights, the dignity, and the 
profperity of Ireland, and the general interefts of the em- 
pire."* 

* Comm. Jouta. Voh xxu 




End of the first Vol. 
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